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Bway Niteries Praying for Good 


OF Prohi Days; Amt No Drinkin’ 


Folks around Broadway ain't 
@rinking like they used to. Likker 
wholesalers aver that repeal bids 
fair to make America far more tem- 
perate a nation than ever in the era 
of Volsteadism’s 13 years. It may 
mot be as temperate as before the 
Prohibition Act, but drinking is de- 
cidedly falling off as a fashionable 
indoor sport. 

Ask the Broadway nitery entre- 
preneurs. The only break they get 
is that the smart spots still can get 
$10 a quart for vintage champagne 
with dinner extra—but then the 
vintage must be the mccoy and the 
brand the ultimate in quality. 

The likker wholesalers have been 
widely advertising their brands of 
late. It’s now reached the stage of 
quality and selectivity of choice. 
The retailers know that from the 
lethargic pace of the movement of 
their wet stocks. 

Bargain hunters are pushovers 
for the department stores princi- 
pally. The big stores buy up car- 
loads of California vintage prod- 

(Continued on page 59) 


‘Show’s a Flop, but Bar’s 
A Hit,’ Forrest’ s Dilemma 


Most unusual booking proposals 
have been made concerning the 
Forrest, only legit house on Broad- 
way with a bar directly connected 
with the foyer. Doorway leads from 
the rear of the orchestra floor to 
the booze emporium which is part 
of the Forrest hotel in the same 
building. 

Number of managers have offered 
to spot shows in the Forrest, pro- 
vided the attraction gets the same 
percentage of bar receipts as its 
share of the box office gross. House 
and hotel have turned down all 
such proffers. 

‘Show is a flop but the bar’s a 
hit,’ was the comment on several 
recent premieres at the Forrest. 

Applications for licenses to sell 
liquor in New York theatres have 
been rejected by the State Alco- 
holic Beverage Control Board, with 
the exception of the Metropolitan 
opera house. No explanation for 
that grant has been given. 


3,000,000 Advance Sale 
Of Tickets for Fair 


Chicago, Mz ly . 

Chi is rubbing its palms with 
boom-town glee in antic ipation of 
the World's Fair re opening. 

To date 3,000,000 tickets at 50c 
(no reduction from last year as was 
expected) have been sold in ad- 
vance, against the opening stanza’s 
1,500,000 ducats at this time last 
year. Ditto hotel demands are much 
better booked up. 

Nite life in the Loop 
benefit especially. 





looks to 


- 





Deluxe Propaganda 





Minneapolis, May T. 

Central Labor Union here 
staged ‘Precedent,’ a play deal- 
ing with the Mooney-Billings 
bombing case, at the Shubert 
theatre in an effort to induce 
the local city council to adopt 
a resolution asking the gov- 
ernor of California to pardon 
the two men, 

Aldermen were present as 
the union’s guests. 














FIVE 15¢ DUAL 
GRINDERS ON 
42D ST. 


There are now five 15c double 
feature film grinds in the one block 
on 42d street, west of Broadway, 
New York. Six more are one block 
away, making 11 inkpots right at 
the crossroads to battle it out with 
the regular Broadway 6 first-run 
houses. Also in the one 42d street 
block are two burlesque houses, a 
third is to open shortly, and a 
vaudefilm policy is also being set 
for another house. 

Selwyn and Times Square went 
pictures last week as the latest ad- 
ditions. Lyric is being assembled 
for a grind vaudfilm, legit stock, 
while a stock burlesk troupe is going 
into the Apollo. Other film houses 
using double feature pictures are 
the Wallack, Harris and Liberty, 
while burlesque occupies the El- 
tinge and Republic. 

Only house retaining its original 
legit policy on what was once the 
most famous show block in the 
world is the New Amsterdam. 


Knighthood for Arliss? 


London, May 7. 
Intimated by those who should 
know that in the next honors list 
George Arliss will be knighted. 


RE: BOULDER DAM 
May 7. 

First of the Boulder Dam stories 
likely to get into picture form is 
Warners ‘The Cinch.’ Over a year 
ago, studios were all steamed up 
over Boulder Dam plots and every 
lot had one in preparation. Then 
interest dropped, and most of them 
were shelved. 

James Cagney stars in ‘The 
Cinch.’ Story is by Dan Templin, 
and Sy Bartlett adapts. 











Hollywood, 





‘YANKEE NETWORK 
QULIGITS FAN AID 


Goes Direct to Public as 
Newspapers Bar Radio 
Reporters from Official 
News Sources — Hearing 
Draws Crowds 








BLIND TESTIFY 





Boston, May T. 

In a dramatic counter-attack 
against the newspaper fraternity of 
3oston, which has fought, blocked, 
hoaxed, and embarrassed the 
Yankee Network in its efforts to 
gather news for broadcast purposes 
the general public has been asked 
to defend the regional network's 
efforts to give them information on 
current events. And the public has 
responded in numbers and with en- 
thusiasm. So much so that the 


precedent may have influence far 
beyond the purely local issue in- 
volved, 

It tends to establish the fact that 
when enemies of radio put broad- 
casting in a spot stations and webs 
can call upon their fans to partici- 
pate in mass meeting protests that 


(Continued on page 45) 


HOLLYWOOD SOS 
FOR MALE LEADS 


Hollywood is still short of lead- 
ing men, with practically all com- 








panies frantically hunting all pos- 
sible males. 
Paramount, Metro and Radio 


have sent definite instructions to 
all foreign offices to keep a sharp 
eye especially for men and to stop 
worrying about women, for the 
screen, for the time being. 





It’s a Gift 


Buffalo, May 7. 
WKBW recently 
talent hunt in 
the Scripps- 


WGR and 
conducted a 
connection with 
Howard paper. 

Topping the amateurs par- 
ticipating in the radio audition 
was a mother and son team. 
Son played the piano. Mother 
chatters her teeth before the 
microphone in musical rhythm. 
Ma claims her chattering 
sounds like tap dancing to 
radio listeners. 














PUBLIC DEFENDS AIR NEWS 





[Mexican Stage Actors Get an Idea; 


Want to Ban Pix, 


Better Be Good 


Clause in the radio contract 
Max Baer has with Goodrich 
tire, script serial he’s doing on 
NBC, protects the account in 
the event the California lad 
makes a poor showing against 
Primo Carnera, 

If the Baer end of the ring 
proceedings does him no credit 





the commercial can cancel 
therewith. Otherwise, script 
show continues for seven 


weeks beyond the fistic event. 


20 EX-CONS IN 
‘BIG HOUSE 
UNIT 


Omaha, May T. 

Wiley Langford, chief auditor of 
the Nebzaska state penitentiary, is 
playing the patron saint for troupe 
of 20 former inmates of various 
prisons who left Omaha last week 
as a regulation vaude unit on a 
tour wicich is planned to stop at the 
Century of Progress. 

First stop will be Aurora, Ill, and 
the second Waukegan. Bookings 
are through William Morris office, 
and biz end is in the hands of Joe 
Marion, former musical comedy 
player here. Polishing and routin- 
ing of the act were supervised by 
Eddie Perrigo, Omaha maestro, and 
m.c. and leader’s job is taken by 
Jack Scott 

All but three of the troupe have 
‘done time,’ and one has been with 
‘Pretty Boy’ Floyd. Attention of 
prison reformists and _ sociologists 
is centered on the experiment, as 
the whole enterprise was engi- 
neered as an opportunity for the 
boys to make ood on their own, 
with Langford as backer. 

Act is known as ‘The Convict 
Band and Big House Follies,’ and 
carries in instrumentation of three 
saxes, three brasses, fiddle, guitar, 
bass, drums and piano. 


Robt. E. Lee Forgiven 


Washington, May 7. 

CBS is sending out announce- 
ments of airing of shindig on May 
18 in U. S. Capital at which Vir- 
ginia will present to the nation 
statues of George Washington and 
Robert E. Lee. No mention is 
made, however, of fact that both 
busts have been in Statuary Hall 
for 20 years. 

Reason for delayed acceptance of 
marbles lay in fact that some Con- 
gressmen were sore at the Confed- 
eracy and Washington couldn't be 
accepted without Lee 




















Radio After 8 P.M. 





+ 
Mexico City, May T. 
After several days of verbal run- 
around, convention of Mexican 


actors and allied unions, in session 
here to seek means for reviving the 
stage’s past glory and prosperity, 
concluded that pictures and radio 
are the theatre’s two greatest foes. 

Convention adopted resolutions 
urging President Rodriguez to pro- 
hibit cinemas from functioning after 
8 p.m. and to otherwise regulate 
their operation ‘so that they will not 
interfere with national culture, 
which is expounded by the theatre.’ 

President is also asked to prevent 
two more old guard stage houses 
here, the Iris and the Politeama, 
from going cinema, advising him 
that since 1923 most houses that 
were built primarily for stage shows 
have been converted into film ca- 
thedrals. 

Committees have been appointed 
to figure out the best means for 
curbing activities of the radio and 
sporting exhibitions, such as prize 
and bull fights. Favors urging a 
government regulation prohibiting 
ether studios to function after ¥ 
p.m, daily. 

Conclave also has under consid- 
eration a proposition to force the- 
atre owners to reduce rentals and 
cut sharing terms contending that 
these levies are so high companies 
only geat meager picking of the 
gate. Said that some shows here 
gross but $15 a night, but have to 
pay $30 rent and give house 10% of 
box office receipts besides. 


MILLIONAIRE LAD’S YEN 
TO ANNOUNCE STYMIES 


Philadelphia May 7. 
That even millionaires want te be 
radio announcers was proven at 
WCAU, when Blayne Scott, heir to 
the Scott-Powell milk fortune, made 


a try. 
P. S.—He didn’t get the job! 











KNOW NO VAUDE 


Says M-G As Studio Changes Stage 
Background for Film 








Hollywood, May T. 
Present generation of film audi- 
ences don’t know anything about 
vaudeville, thinks Metro. This was 
explanation given for changing the 
vaude background of ‘Excess Bag- 
gage’ to a radio background, 


Studio is remaking the stage hit, 
which was based on lives of a 
couple of smalltime players, 


Radio, sez studio, is better known 
to audiences, while vaude is an 
alien subject. John Larkin ig 
adapting the Jack McGowan play. 
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Writers Who Juggle the Classic Usually 
Miss the Ball, Says Cukor on Adapting 





_——- 


By CECELIA AGER 

‘When adaptations of first rate 
literature fail as pictures,’ said 
George Cukor, before his departure 
last week for England to search for 
actors who conjure up precisely the 
immortal characters in ‘David Cop- 
perfield,’ and to steep himself in the 
atmosphere of the book, ‘it’s be- 
cause they've tried to improve upon 
the original text. They fail because 
they are re-writing rather than 
what they should be doing—a strict 
adaptation of the thing for the pic- 
ture medium. 

‘Nothing you can invent is as good 
as the text, when you're working 
on a text that has proven its worth 
with time or acclaim. If you do an 
important thing, do it as it is. Stick 
with its weaknesses of story as well 
as its strength. Look into the thing 
you're doing, find your dialog there, 
your structure. Abide by its plot, 
imbue yourself with its meaning, be 
guided by its intent. Thus can you 
transfer it to the screen and capture 
the mood, the importance of the 
original. Thus your adaptation will 
present the power of the original, 


(Centinued on page 23) 


MARY PICKFORD GIVEN 
2 MORE PUBLIX WKS. 


Sam Dembow, Jr., -has closed a 
deal with Mary Pickford for two 
more wecks in Par-Publix theatres. 
Star goes into the Imperial, To- 
ronto, Friday (11). That is her home 
town. 

The middle of June Miss Pick- 
ford plays the Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis, during the Shrine conven- 
tion out there. 

Salary is reported to be $10,000. 








Cantor’s European Idea 
After His Next Picture. 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Eddie . Cantor completes 
Hunt’ for Sam Goldwyn 
be and Mrs. Cantor 


When 
*Treasure 
this summer 


are going to Emepe for several 
months. intent is to visit England, 


France and Russia. 

Cantor has an offer for personal 
appearances in London which he 
has turned down. However, instead 
he will appear at two benefit per- 
ormances there with the proceeds 
of one going to the Duke of York 
hospital and the other to Jewish 
charity organization. 


Del Ruth Directs Next 
Eddie Cantor on Coast 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Roy Del Ruth has been signed by 
Samuel Goldwyn to direct the Eddie 
Cantor picture, as yet untitled, and 
slated to start production June 1. 
Nunnally Johnson, scripter, who 
worked with Del Ruth cn ‘Drum- 
mond,’ is also working with Arthur 
Sheekman and Nat Perrin on the 
Cantor screen play. 
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Stymied 





Hollywood, May 7. 
Ben Bernie claims that Chico 


Marx on a golf course roars 
like a lion and shoots like a 
mouse. 











Earl Carroll’s Ballyhoo 
Trip With a ‘Murder’ 
Print, but No Gals 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Earl Carroll will hit 10 cities in 
a whirlwind plane tour to campaign 
‘Murder at the Vanities’ (Par). He 
will leave here Sunday (13) for San 
Francisco, going from there to Salt 
Lake City, Denver, midwest points 
and the east. He will carry a print, 
of ‘Murder’ and be accompanied by 


his manager, Tom Rooney, and 
Teet Carle, Paramount publicity 
man. 


Each stop calls fora private-pre-_ 
view of the ‘picture for newspaper, 
men, along with a breakfast, lunch-; 
eon, dinner or midnight supper, ac- | 
cording to the time of arrival. He 
is due to arrive in New. York 
Thursday (17). 

This stunt replaces the original 
idea of having Carroll and the girls 
make eight weeks of personal ap- 
pearances in key cities. 
Carrell gang will show 
at a-midnight supper Sunday (13) 
in San Francisco; Salt Lake, noon, 
14; Denver, dinner, 14;.. Kansas 
City, lunch, 15; St. Louis, dinner, 
15; Chicago, midnight supper, 15; 
Detroit, breakfast, 16; Cleveland, 
lunch, 16; Pittsburgh, dinner, 16, 
and either New York or Boston, 
midnight, 16. 

Bilt Pine of Par 
the party. 


GUY ROBERTSON SET 
TO DO 6 FOR MONO 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Leonard Fields has been assigned 
by Monogram to direct ‘King Kelly 
of the U. S. A.,’ which George Ber- 
thelon is producing. 

Star of the filmusical will be Guy 
Robertson, who will come on from 
New York to get the picture under 
way by June 1. Robertson is sig- 
natured with Monogram for six 
pictures. 

‘King Kelly’ is being scripted by 
Fields and David Silverstain, pair 
who wrote ‘Manhattan Love Song,’ 
which gave Fields his first direc- 
torial job. 


JEAN HARLOW-ROSSON 
DIVORCE NO SURPRISE 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Separation and intent of Jean 
Harlow to sue her husband, Harold 
G. Rosson, for divorce, was no sur- 
prise to Hollywood. Discord started 
about six weeks after marriage due 
to family dissension with breach 
growing to the extent of separation 
taking place last week. 


‘Murder’ 


is also joining 











Crawford-Gable Spotted 
In MGM's ‘Profane Love’ 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Clarence Brown has been as- 
‘signed by Metro to direct Joan 
Crawford and Clark Gable in the 
Edgar Selwyn original, ‘Sacred and 
Profane Love.’ Metro. originally 
sold the title for a Crawford pic- 
ture for the 1933-34 program, but 
when the play version of that moni- 
ker was discarded, title was shifted 
onto the Selwyn yarn, which first 
was named ‘Chained.’ 

















John L. Mahin is writing the 
sereen play for the picture. Hunt 
Stromberg will produce. 

STURGES GOES U 
Hollywood, May 7. 


Preston Sturges goes to Universal 
on contract as a writer-producer, 


‘owing sale of his original, ‘Cup 
| of Coffee,’ to that company. ‘ 
Writer will adapt the yarn, and 


is slated to direct the picture, with 
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Henry Henigson set as producer. 





WILL MAHONEY | 
The Boston Traveler said: “Head-! 
ing the stage revue is Will 
Mahoney, the one and only. It 
makes no difference how often you 
see Mahoney, he is always a re- 
freshing treat, and he gets this 
column’s vote any time as one of 
the very’ funniest comedians on the} 
stage.” 

Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Building 
New York City ~ 


PA'S NIX FAN 
MAG AID FOR 
LIQUOR ADS 








Hollywood, May 7. 
Publicity directors’ committee of 
the Hays producers voted no co- 
operation to fan magazines which 
are seeking to get film celeb en- 
dorsements for liquor advertising. 
Recently the fannies have been 
hounding the press departments for 
help in getting boosts for various 
booze firms, which promised to take 
fan mag ads if the deal could be 


put over. 


WORLD-PREMIERING 
DIETRICH IN LONDON 


London, May 7. 

Marlene Dietrich’s new picture, 
‘Scarlet Empress’, gets its world 
premiere at the Carlton, Par-oper- 
ated house, Wednesday (9). It’s in 
for a run. 

Par is rushing the film. into Lon- 
don for prestige ~Lurposes plus the 
desire to have it ready for next sea- 
son’s release in Britain, impossible 
if holding it up for U. S. release. 


Tie Stu Erwin’s Coin 


Los Angeles, May 7. 

Application of Attorneys Loeb, 
Walker & Loeb to have released 
the remaining 50% of Stuart Er- 
win’s salary at Metro, tied. up 
through attachment in the, action 
for unpaid commissions brought by 
the Harry Wurtzel agency, was de- 
nied by Superior Court Judge 
Charles L. Bogue. 

Court ruled that a contract be- 
tween an agent and a client repre- 














sents a personal servicé and is 
therefore valid and binding. Suit 
seeks to recover $8,250 in unpaid 


commissions from Erwin, and grows 
out of a reputed breach of contract. 





Pacts Nunnally Johnson 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Darryl Zanuck has signed Nun- 
nally Johnson to a one-year writ- 
ing contract at 20th Century. John- 
son wrote tk>2 screen play and dia- 
log for ‘Bulldog Drummond Strikes 
Back,’ which resulted in Zanuck 
ticketing the writer. 


Negotiations for Johnson were 
handled by the William Morris 
office. 





WB TIES BARTLETT 
Burbank, May 7. 
Warners is holding Cy Bartlett 
over to ao the screen play on a 
Boulder Dam story in which James 
Cagney will be starred. 
Bartlett just finished a two pic- 





ture scripting contract, 


Warners Starting Eight in Six 
Weeks, With 1,600 on Pay List 





Gettin’ Even 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Studio p.a., author of pulp 
mag detective stories on the 
side, is having a_ private 
chuckle at expense of execs 
he doesn’t like by using their 
names for his villains. 

He also names streets, 
towns and hangouts ‘after per- 
sonages in the studio, while 
his detectives are called after 
studio cops. He just twists 
them. slightly. 

Nobody on the lot reads the 
pulp mags, so.to date he’s had 
the last and only laugh. 


FOX’S 25 NOVITIATES 
STAY ANOTHER 3 MOS. 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Twenty-five youngsters who have 
spent three months in the Fox stu- 
dio dramatic school weré reoptioned 
today (Monday), for a further quar- 
ter-year. 

The group is young mixed talent 
that was used in the line in ‘Stand 
Up and Cheer.’ 


JOE PENNER AMONG AIR 
NAMES IN PAR’S SEQUEL 


Paramount will spot Joe Penner 
as one of the radio names in ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1934,’ sequel to ‘Big 
Broadcast’ made by Par a couple of 
years ago with Kate Smith heading 
the air talent. Proposal is to cut 
in the air names in the east, pro- 
ducing balance of picture on Coast. 

Jessica Dragonette also signed for 
r.. 


Louise Brooks as Femme 
Half of Ballroom Team 




















Louise Brooks, silent screen star, 
joins Dario as ballroom dance part- 
ner as soon as Dario and Diane 
(Ritz) complete their current en- 
gagement at Place Piqualle, swank 
N.Y. nitery,° which has_ several 
weeks to go. 

D-D splitup comes through 
Diane’s recent marriage to John J. 
Dewey, manager of the Nautilus 
Beach Club, L. I. 





Alienation Suit 16 Years 
After Filed on Coast 


Los Angeles, May 7. 
Charging that the defendant in- 
duced her husband, Joe Cooke, 
screen director, to leave her in 1918, 
and that since then defendant has 
been living with the husband in 
Hollywood as his wife, Helen Cooke 
has filed an alienation of affection 
suit in Superior ceurt against De- 
Etta deCoff, also known as DeEtta 

Cooke, asking $100,000 damages. 
Complaint alleges the Cookes 
were married in May, 1913, and 
that there is a daughter as issue. 
In February, 1918, complainant 
charges, defendant induced Cooke 
to leave New York State and come 
to California with her, where it is 

charged théy have since resided. 


Cooke is employed at Metro studio | 


as an assistant director. 





WB’s Many Writers 


Burbank, May 7. 

Adding five writers last week, 
Warners now has 40 yarnists tick- 
ling the typewriters at the studio. 
It’s biggest number studio has ever 
had, and only Metro and Paramount 
have more. 

New names on the payroll are 
Roland Pertwee, dialoging ‘British 
Agent’; Mary McCall, adapting her 
original, ‘A Lady Surrenders’ for 
Jean Muir; Malcolm Stuart Boylan, 
writing ‘Test Pilot’; Delmar Daves, 
‘Big Hearted Herbert’; Wilson Col- 
lison, ‘Traveling Saleslady.’ 


FOX SETS RENE HUBERT 
Hollywood, May 7. 
Rene Hubert, former style cre- 
ator at the Folies Begere and 
Moulin Rouge, Paris, is here under 
contract to Fox. 
His first work will be on ‘Marie 








Gallante.’ 


+ 








Hollywood, May 7. 

Warners has eight productiong 
going, in during the next six weeks 
with Jack L. Warner functioning 
as studio head. Around 1.600 will 
be on the payroll, with more to be 
added as the schedule increases. 

‘Kansas City Princess.’ William 
Keighley dirécting, went into pro- 
duction today (Monday). Cast in- 
cludes Jozn Blondell, Robert Arm- 
strong and Glenda Farrell. ‘Dragon 
Murder Case’ also started today 
with ‘I'm a Thief’ getting away 
Wednesday (9). Plant aims to start 
a duo weekly from then on. 

With Roy Mack ‘back in Brook. 
lyn, Ralph Staub is handling his 
five shorts here. First, ‘What, No 
Man?’ startes. last week with Bl 
Brendel and PLillip Regan heading 
the cast. Bobby Connolly directs 
dances for this one. 

Personnel slash at this time in- 
cludes 10 writers who have finished 
their jobs and others who have 
vacations under their covenants, 


ROGERS SET TO START 
ON IRVIN COBB STORY 


Hollywood, May 7, 
Will. Rogers’ next at Fox, ‘Band 
Plays Dixie,’ a ‘Judge. Priest’ tale 
by. Irvin S. Cobb, starts May 28 ag 
the first of the'studio’s new season’s 





products. Cobb, now on the Coast, 
conferred last week with Rogers, 
John Ford, director, and Sol M. 


Wurtzel on the Dudley Nichols and 
Lamar Trotti screen play. 
Stepin Fetchit also in it. 


HEPBURN’S ‘DIANA’ 
BY LUDWIG—MAYBE 








Radio is dickering with Viking 
Press for screen rights to ‘Diana,’ 


two-volume novel by Emil Ludwig. 


Want it for Katharine Hepburn, 
who told the studio she'd like to 
do it. 


No eae 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler will 
keep their careers separate. Press 
agents at Warner studio were ine« 
structed not to use both names in 
the same publicity story, if it’s the 
usual production blurb. 

That also goes for fan mag and 
other press stuff. Only in ex- 
ceptional cases will players be 
linked in a departmental yarn. Jole 
son has said he will never play in 
the same film with his wife. 

Warners have started story pre- 
paration on Jolson’s next picture, 
although it’s not to be made until 
fall. Studio wants to talk it over 
with him prior to his leaving for 
England. Earl Baldwin is doing 
the original and Sam _ Bischoff 
supervises. 


Ruth Etting Shorts 
Hollywood, May 7. 

Ruth Etting is due in Hollywood 
next week to start work on four 
shorts for RKO. 

Stories for the quartet are prace- 
tically ready now and the pictures 
will be rushed through. 


SAILINGS 


May 29 (New York to London) 
William Randolph Hearst, Harry 
Croker (Rex). 

May 12 (New York to London), 
Gene Markey and Joan Bennett 
(wife) (Conte de Savoia). 

May 5 (New York to London), Ar- 
turo Toscanini, George Raft, Ganna 
Walska, William Koenig, Monte 
Banks, William Hewitt, G. N. Char- 
ington, A. A. Zanchino, Col. Leslie 
R. Naftzger, Jans and Whalen, 
Norman McLeod, Mrs. Cole Porter 
(ile de France). 

May 9 (Los Angeles to Tahiti), 
Norman Foster (Maunganui). 

May 5 (New York to London), 
Charles Farrell, Myron and Dave 
Selznick, Madeline Carroll (Majes- 
tic). 

May 2 (Seattle to Shanghai), Fay 
Courtney, Roy MacMicol, Harlan 
and Janet Milner (Hiyi Maru). 

April 28 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Irene Lee (Santa Paula). 
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Par's Eastern Prod. Is on a Rental 
From Erpi to Help Pay Off $1,900,000 


Paramount’s eastern production 
plans are more a method of pain- 
less payments on its $1,900,000 debt 
to the Erpi than any harbinger of 
real production impetus for New 
York. At the same time credence 
was given this belief in electric 
circles. 

The Ben Hecht-Charles Mac- 
Arthur production deal, whereby 
four pictures produced at Astoria 
will be distributed by Paramount, 
is reported in Par headquarters to 
have some unique twists. Usually 
when Erpi, known in production by 
the corporate title of Eastern Serv- 
ice Studios, finances pictures made 
in the Astoria plant the electric 
advances 50% of the budget and 
charges 6% interest for the money. 
With Hecht-MacArthur and Para- 
mount it is reported that the elec- 
tric will also probably be cut in 
for a percentage of the net profits 
on all of these pictures and that 
the same will go toward reducing 
the big Par equipment debt with 
Erpi. 

Paramountites make no effort to 
disguise relations with the electric 
as being essentially with the debt 
in mind. The same is true in a 
more evasive manner in electric 
fields. Before the year is out Par 
may have totaled a production out- 


(Continued on page 56) 





‘Mae Murray Settled, 


But She Thinks She 
Should Be Paid More 


John P. O’Brien, former New 
York Mayor, will represent Mae 
Murray in a New York supreme 
court action against Tiffany Pic- 
tures. Miss Murray is asking for 
$300,000 in the New York suit, and 
$1,000,000 in a similar action filed in 
California. 

Suit arises out of an old con- 
tract Miss Murray had with Tiffany 
about 10 years ago when she made 
a few pictures for them on a per- 
centage basis. In 1924 the com- 
pany settled with her paying her 
$12,500 and Robert Z. Leonard, di- 
rector, $12,500 more. She» then 
signed an unconditional release ab- 
solving the picture company of any 
future claims. 

Miss Murray now contends she 
should have received considerable 
more money at the time and that 
her release was signed under du- 
Tess. 

Tiffany 
business. 


Mascot’s Wampas Pic 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Mascot has made a deal with the 
Wampas to use this year’s 13 baby 
stars in ‘Young and Beautiful,’ to 
be directed by Joseph Santley. 

Girls will get $125 a week ona 
two week’s guarantee, with the 
Wampas waiving any right to that 
coin. 

Mascot picture cannot be released 
until after Aug. 1 as B. P. Schul- 
berg’s ‘Kiss and Make Up,’ in which 
the girls were previously spotted is 
not slated for release until July 1. 





has since gone out of 











Brock Buys Story 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Lou Brock has bought ‘Johnny 
Loves Mary,’ the Gregory Wortsen 
mag story, and has announced op- 
tion on two more stories by the 
Same author. 

Brock’s contract at RKO doesn't 
expire until June 1 and then he in- 
tends to tour Europe. 


ROACH’S VIENNESE IMPORT 


Latest film producer to import 
talent is Hal Roach. He's signed a 
Viennese dancer, Lilian Ellis, and is 
bringing her over pronto. 

Miss Ellis has a healthy European 
Show background, having worked 
with both Reinhardt and Pavlowa 
aver there, 











U and ‘Love’ 


Universal City, May T. 

Last month Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., issued a ukase at Universal 
no more titles should have the 
word ‘Love’ in them. Young 
Laemmle thought the word had 
been overdone in film handles. 

This week on the U schedule 
are ‘The Love Captive,’ ‘Funny 
Thing Called Love’ and ‘I Give 
My Love.’ 


COAST AGENTS 
PACT OKAYED 


Los Angeles, May 7. 

While the State Labor Commis- 
sion is sitting tight on its deci- 
sion not to relinquish any of its 
recently adopted agency regula- 
tions, Deputy Commissioner Thomas 
Barker has authorized inclusion 
of an additional clause providing 
that the bureau may be named by 
the courts as an arbitration com- 
missioner in dealing with agent- 
artist controversies. 

With such a provision written 
into contracts, either the agent or 
the actor may initiate arbitration 
action through Superior Court, and 
finding of facts by the Labor Bu- 
reau would then become final, sub- 
ject only to the court’s formal okay 
or review on legal points. 

Amended contract provision 
would also enable agents to retain 
their rights of filing attachments 
in court against recalcitrant clients 
—a procedure the agents regarded 
as dubious under the original reg- 
ulation setup requiring all contro+ 
versies to go directly to the Labor 
Commission. It was to retain this 
right of attachment that the agents 
contended most hotly with the state 
department in the formulation of 
the new contract rules. 

Arbitration amendment proposal 
came from Attorneys David Tan- 
nenbaum and Samuel S. Zagon and 
Harold E. Aaron, representing to- 
gether a dozen agencies. 

Additional clause in no wise min- 
imizes the regulatory powers of the 
state or takes from it the funda- 
mental authority to deal with con- 
troversies as the primary agency 
under the Private Employment 
Agency Act by which agents are 
licensed, Attorney Charles F. Lowy 
of the Labor Commission empha- 
sizes. 


Daniels-Lyon Cancel Par 
Date on Account Mumps 























A bad case of mumps contracted 
by the femme star last week 
brought about mutual cancellation 
of the Paramount, N. Y., stage en- 
gagement of Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon. They were to have opened 
Friday (4). 

If Miss Daniels recovers in time, 
the team may play the Met, Boston, 
Friday (11), but no arrangements 
have been made for a later date at 
the B’way Par. 

Team's salary is $5,500 


Cagney’s Western 


Hollywood, May 7. 

‘The Cinch,’ an original written 
around the wide open days of Las 
Vegas, has been sold to Warners 
by Dan Pemplin, newspaper man 
and recently co-publisher of the Las 
Vegas Desert Sun. 

Pemplin joins the Warner writing 
staff to prepare the screen play of 
the yarn, which is slated asa starrer 
for James Cagney. Sam Bischoff 
will produce 
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Films Grooming 60 Others 
for Future Stardom— 
H’wood Five More Than 
Season Before — Vaude- 
ville Contributed Nothing 


_———--—— 


28 FALLEN STARS 





Thirty-five players, comprising 
19 men and 16 women, reached 
stardom in the various branches of 
show business during the 1933-34 
season, just ending. There were 22 
new ones in pictures, 10 in radio 
and three in legit. 

Number is about average for a 
theatrical year in those combined 
fields. But vaudeville, formerly the 
most fertile of star spawning 
grounds, was completely sterile as 
a star producer. Ditto burlesque. 

Stardom as credited in this an- 
nual tabulation is gained when the 
player rates personal billing over 
the title of his or her picture, pro- 
gram or show. Majority on the 
°33-'34 new star list had previously 
rated as names in one or more 
show branches, but had not at- 
tained stardom before. Also in- 
cluded are those who starred previ- 
ously in other theatrical fields and 
repeated in a new (for them) field. 
In the latter class falls George M. 
Cohan, a star of the theatre for 
three decades, who became a new 
star for radio dufing the season. 

In contrast to the 22 new planets 
in the Hollywood firmament, 28 old- 
sters became fallen stars during the 


(Continued on page 57) 


RUBY KEELER’S NEW WB 
CONTRACT, PAY RISE 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Ruby Keeler had her contract 
with Warners, set for another two 
years, destroyed and was given a 
new ticket for three years with a 
large increase for each of the two 
pictures a year she makes during 
that time. She also has the right 
to option for another picture each 
year if she likes the story material 
studio has. 

She was to have left May 18 for 
New York with Al Jolson via the 
canal but a last minute assignment 
will keep her here, 


A Lil Bar Shall Lead Them 


With a cocktail shaker the reor- 
ganized Motion Picture Club is 
looking up. The bar set up in the 
club is showing a profiit and off- 
setting the usual dining room loss. 

With dues trimmed to $75 annu- 
ally, membership has shot up from 
under 100 to 230. A total of 300 is 
looked for. 

A new president has not yet been 
elected, but Louis Nizer and Tom 
Wiley are running things’ mean- 
time. 

















Harold Lloyd Ends 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Harold Lloyd finished shooting the 
fadeout scene in ‘Cat’s Paw’ yester- 
day (Sunday) after cameras had 
been idle for two weeks. 
Finale was written after rest of 
picture was in the can. 





LOUELLA PARSONS EAST 
Hollywood, May 7. 

Louella Parsons goes east on her 
annual vacation which will run 
about six weeks from June 1. At 
that time Jerry Hoffman will take 
over her Universal service daily 
chatter column, 

For the past few years her daugh- 
ter Harriett has had the task but 
now, being employed at Columbia 
will not have the time to handle it. 





joined the 


Radio Station Helps Crystallize 


Sentiment 


Cavalcade Hunch 








Hollywood, May 7. 

Frank Lloyd cleaned up 
heavily on the Kentuck Derby, 
backing his hunch, Cavalcade, 
to win. Lloyd, who directed 
picture of the same name, 
placed bets starting with the 
winter book at 20-1 and kept 


backing his choice till odds 
hit 6-1 
Many Fox employes also 


cleaned up on the hunch bet. 


HITLER DOESN'T 
ENTERTAIN EM 


Theatres are beginning to cut 
Hitler matter out of newsreel is- 
sues to avoid audience disturbances. 
Contention is that much of the Hit- 
ler stuff picked up by the news 
cameramen isn’t so hot anyway. 

Rialto is one Broadway house 
scissoring everything about Hitler. 


DESYLVA ASKS PLENTY 
FROM M-G, DEAL HOT 


Buddy DeSylva and Metro are 
huddling a picture deal whereby 
the former Fox associate producer 
shifts over to the MGM lot in Cul- 
ver City in charge of all musical 
production. 

Deal is not yet set but may be 
closed this week. 























Hollywood, May T. 
3uddy DeSylva’s terms and con- 
ditions are deemed too high at Me- 
tro although negotiations are still 
hot. 


Arliss’ G-B Picture 
Probably Historical 


London, April 28. 

No story has yet been selected 
for George Arliss’ Gaumont-British 
picture, but immediately on Arliss’ 
arrival several iceas will be sub- 
mitted to him for approval. At 
present G-G wants it to be a British 
biographical story, founded on the 
life of some English historical per- 
sonage, such as Joseph Chamber- 
lain or William Pitt. 

A British director will be chosen, 
probably Victor Saville. 


Sen, Eddie Dowling? 


Providence, May 7. 
Eddie Dowling is a candidate for 
the Democratic nomination for the 
United States Senate. Announce- 
ment was first made through Dow- 
ling’s brother, U. S. Marshal Wil- 
liam F. Goucher, and verification 

was received later from Dowling. 
The actor-producer is a native of 
Cumberland, R. IL His real name 
is Nelson Goucher. Though Dow- 
ling has been away from this State 














for about 20 years, it became known 
last week that he registered from 
his home town last October, ap- 
parently with the view of estab- 
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for Sunday Films 


Charlotte, N. C., May 7. 

WRBT took the initiative here in 
crystallizing sentiment in the Sun- 
day films controversy and the city 
council took a special poll that the 
station made as indicative of the 
wishes of the citizens. Final action 
has not been taken on the ordi- 
nance. 

In a special ‘Man on the Street’ 
broadcast, Grady Cole asked citi- 
zens if they were for or against 
Sunday films. The majority reg- 
istered as favoring Sunday shows. 
In order that no stooges might be 
planted by either side in the mu- 
nicipal dispute, the station merely 
announced a special broadcast and 
no one, not even Mr. Cole, knew 
what question he would ask passer- 
by until he was given a memoran- 
dum by Manager W. A. Schudt, Jr., 
as he went to the street for the 
spot. 

When the matter went before the 
council the station was given per- 
mission to install a wire and broad- 
cast the entire discussion from the 
council chamber, the first time such 
a broadcast has been made in 
Charlotte. Mayor Arthur H. Wearn 
gave the station public recognition 
for its service. 

Dictaphone records were made of 











lishing legal residence in Rhode 
Island. 

Dowling is banking upon kis per- 
sonal friendship with President | 
toosevelt to further his political | 
ambitions. It is understood he: | 
that a. syndicate of New York! 


friends is raising a campaign fund. | 

HARRY JOLSON—AGENT | 

Hollywood, May 7 

Harry Jojson, brother of Al, has | 

William’ Morris Agency | 
as an associate. 


‘Man on the Street’ program and 
these were played before the coun- 
cil. 

Throughout, the station made it 
plain that it was taking no sides 
in the matter. 


Jeannette MacDonald 
Cancels Concert Tour 
To Make Metro Films 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Proposed concert tour of Jeannette 
MacDonald to South America and 
Europe this fall has been cancelled, 
and the player remains here to make 
‘Duchess of Delmonico’s’ and 
‘Naughty Marietta’ after finishing 
current work in ‘Merry Widow’ at 
Metro. 

Company also expects her to make 
another picture, final on her deal, 
before she gets away for a concert 
tour. Robert Ritchie, personal 
manager for Miss MacDonald, who 
has been abroad for the past three 
months, leaves Europe for Holly- 
wood May 11, 








METRO SIGNS BRIAN 
-AHERNE AFTER 6-B PIC 


Metro outbid several major com- 
panies for Brian Aherne, British 
leading man, at a reported $3,000 a 
week on & one-year paper plus 
options. 

Aherne was Katharine Cornell's 
lead in ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
and made one picture for Para- 
mount with Marlene Dietrich. 

Back to London for ‘Constant 
Nymph’ (Gaumont-Pritish), that 
film renewed interest in Aherne. 





Radio Would Take 
Bette Davis from WB 


Hollywood, May 7. 
tadio is so impressed with the 
work of Bette Davis in ‘Of Human 
Bondage,’ believed that that studio 
is trying to buy the actress’ con- 
tract from Warners. 


Episode marks the first time Miss 
Davis has been on the Radio lot 
professionally and there's the 


chance she may stay there. 


JOHN FORD'S BRITISHER 
Hollywood, May T. 


john Ford wants RKO to permit 
|him to do a picture for a British 
company in London. 

Director is handling Will Rogers’ 
next at Fox, and has a commitment 
for one to follow at RKO. 
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| Coneressinnl Changes in Bankruptcy 
Laws Expected to Aid Film Industry 








Faster R.R. to Coast 





Hollywood, May 7. 
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In Debt Matters and Fixed Charges 
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Washington, May 7. 

Sweeping changes in the nation’s 
bankruptcy lews to simplify and 
facilitate reorganization and avoid 
receiverships for corporations were 
virtually agreed upon in Congress 
last week. Final action on the 
measure, passed by the House last 
session, is expected before adjourn- 
ment. 

While the statute revision comes 
too late to be of benefit to concerns 
in the film business, there is gen- 
eral expectation various. picture 
companies will take advantage of 
provisions intended to permit scal- 


outline ready on his return from 
England and will finance the play 





HISTORICAL DRAMA 


Selznick to Finance It First as a 
Play Prod. 








Hollywood, May 7. 

Phillip Dunne is doing research 
in the Congressional Library at 
Washington on an unnamed his- 
torical drama in which David O. 
Selznick is interested. Dunne has 
been on the background of the play 
for six months. 
Selznick wants a complete story 





and. eastbound to Chi in 54 
hours and five minutes. Train 
leaves here at 11:45 instead of 
10:30 at night, with westbound 
due here at three instead of 
5 p.m. 

California Limited on that 
line also cut its schedule east 
two hours and 15 minutes, 
leaving at 8:15 instead of six 
in the evening. Road installs 
all air-cooled cars on the Chief 
June 8, 


PAR’S 25 IN NEXT 
3 MONS—COHEN 














ZIRN’S APPEALS 


After U.S. Supreme Court Writ, 
N.Y. Appeal Up Also 








Provided permission is given to 
argue an appeal before U. S. Su- 
preme Court on a petition to oust 
the three trustees in Paramount on 
grounds of disqualification and an 
improper election, case of Sam Zirn 
will not come up for argument until 
October or later. Expectations are 
that this decision will be made by 
June 4 before the court recesses for 
the summer. 

Another appeal by Zirn through 
the State courts, will come up for 
consideration May 21 when the Al- 
bany Court of Appeals reconvenes 


Washington, May 7. 

Efforts to oust the Paramount 
trustees were carried to the U. s 
Supreme Court last week following 
failures in the lower Federal] Courts 
to have Charles D. Hilles, Eugene 
W. Leake and Charles E. Richard. 
son removed. 

Petition for review of the lower 
court proceedings was filed by Nor- 
man E. Bensinger and Rose Fried- 
man, creditors. They contend the 
trio were disqualified from acting 
as trustees because of other busi- 
ness connections. Petition pointed 
out that Hilles is a director of the 
Bankets Trust Co., which handled 
{nancial biz for Par: that Leake 
is connected with Chase National, 
which controls Fox; and that Riche 
ardson was an official of Fox. 





ad eet n of eS ee eee produetion for a Coast break-in. after a brief adjournment. Decision 
ant owering of otne x arges. . 
The bill in these respects is almost is expected 10 days later. Par’s Politics 
identical with legislation approved In this case Zirn is attempting Tuseceunt atte} 
: “ Hollywood, May 17. | to overrule points of law and tech+ unt affairs have become 
politically acrobatic the last few 


more than a year ago to relieve rail- 
roads, farmers and individuals. 

An early end to the alleged ‘re- 
eeivership racket’ in Manhattan is 
one of the novel objectives of the 
measure. With Congressional senti- 
ment strongly against the practice 
of appointing Irving Trust as re- 
ceiver for all bankruptcy proceed- 
ings in the southern district of New 
York, sponsors of the bill intend to 
write into the law requirements 
that appointments as trustees and 
receivers shall be equitably distrib- 


Old Pathe-Lloyd 


Comedy Reissues 
In Court Tangle 


Stuart Webb, president of Pathe, 





(Continued on page 27) 





Blue Angel’ OK.d 
By Pennsy Censors 
After Three Years 


Pittsburgh, May 7. 
‘Blue Angel,’ 


After holding up 


German-made picture with Emil 
Jannings and Marlene Dietrich, for 


rights. 
for Lloyd, wrote all companies and 


will appear in N. Y. Supreme Court 
today (Tuesday) in a legal action 
involving the rights to synchroniza- 
tion of the old Pathe-Harold Lloyd 
films. 

Trouble started after Pathe had 
entered into a contract with Em- 
bassy Pictures, whereby the latter 
was to get about 40 of the old Lloyd 
shorts and _ features. Embassy 
wanted to dialog or sound them for 
reissue, guaranteeing to take at 
least 10 of the 40. After having 
finished two of the pictures and 
started work on a third the Harold 
Lloyd Corp. wrote Pathe informing 
them that Pathe had distribution 
rights to the films, but not reissue 
Nathan Burkan, attorney 


Paramount will make 25 produc- 
tions during the next three months, 
with all of the features slated for 
release on the 1934-35 season’s pro- 
gram. This statement was made 
by Emanuer Cohen on his return 
from New York. Only four pic- 
tures remain to be made for the 
1933-34 program, Cohen stated, and 
they will be started within the next 
two weeks. 

Cohen said production peak would 
be reached during June and July, 
when heavy schedule is outlined. 


PATHE REPORTED AS 
FINANCING SERIAL 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Pathe has actually entered the 
production field here again as 
financer of a Boy Scout serial be- 
ing made by Harry Hoyt at Mack 
Sennett studio. 

Laboratory work is being done by 
Davidge, the plant which was 
linked with reports that Pathe 
would come into the lab business 
in Hollywood in connection with 
picture production. 

A new bankrolling group, called 








nicalities which brought an ad- 
verse decision in the Appellate 
Division and Supreme Court re- 
cently. This is whether or not a 
non-judgment creditor such as a 
bondholder has the right to bring 
suit which would hold directors of 
Paramount responsible for the bank- 
film-hocking deal, among others. 


Coast Labor Asks 
Par, Col. Boycott 
On Building Act. 


Los Angeles, May 7. 
Nationwide labor boycott against 
Paramount and Columbia pictures 
threatens as the result of action by 
the Los Angeles Building Trades 
Council in placing both studios on 
the official unfair list, for alleged 
underpayment of laborers employed 
by contractors on building work 

now in progress on the two lots. 








weeks, as trustees and creditors are 
known to be at least privately to 
be looking in opposite directions. 
One of the trustees may depart 
from the fold, voluntarily, accord- 
ing to current Wall Street talk. 
This will not affect the company’s 
proposed reorganization plans now 
in swing. That goes on regardless, 

Whether the suit which the Par- 
amount trustees announced they 
would institute against certain 
directors of Paramount will he 
eventually prosecuted is one of 
those things. Idea looks to be that 
the trustees’ action is mostly a 
technical one. It had been figured 
that if the trustees didn’t cite their 


(Continued on page 12) 


Catholic Church 
Extends Campaign — 
For Clean Films 


Albany, May 7: 
The campaign of the Catholie 
church against improper motion 
pictures is branching out. After 
announcement of this drive came 
word that Catholics had been urged 








more than three years, Pennsylvania people involved cautioning them to ~ 
censors have finally okayed it with | jay oft Cinema Finance Co., has recently| Final decision rests with the/. 1 to the Federal ie, ih 

: “cr ; y OM. with Sam Wolf, at-| Central Labor Council, which has |‘ #ppea to the Federal Radio Com 
certain eliminations, and film will} Ajithough Webb for Pathe insisted | been organized wit oe Oe | designated ite. chairman Harry | Mission, urging more time for re- 


probably be booked into several 

When submitted originally to 
eensors, ‘Blue Angel’ was so badly 
mutilated by the scissors fraternity 
that Paramount refused to put it on 
the market. 

With Dietrich now established on 
this side of the pond, sales angle is 
fizured doubled. 

‘Angel’ was made in 1929 and re- 
leased by Par originally for the 
U.S. late in 1930 


FOX AND PAR, B’KLYN, 
SHUTTING FOR SUMMER 


, : ‘ that the Lloyd company was mis- 
spots in this territory. taken and he and Embassy felt that 
they could go ahead on their deal, 


Pathe later changed its mind just 
to play safe and issued a replevin 
against Embassy on the pictures 
already completed. 

Embassy, through its attorneys, 
Fitelson & Mayers, is now asking 
for a mandatory injunction against 
Pathe restricting them from inter- 
ference in the distribution of the 
pictures. Examination before trial 
of Webb is scheduled for today. 


torney, as head, and is reported to 
be tied in with Pathe. Directors 
and officers of the company have 
not been announced. 


Will Hays East 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Will Hays left here Friday night 
(4) for New York after being on 
the Coast three weeks. 

Accompanying him back were 
Mrs. Hays, Earl Bright, his assist- 
ant, and Mr. and Mrs. O. O. MclIn- 
tyre, who came out with him. 











GTE Reorg. Looks 


to Go Thru Despite 


Sherman, and its secretary, J. W. 
Buzzell, a committee to confer with 
studio execs before promulgating 
the boycott. 

Labor council charges that con- 
tractors employed by both Para- 
mount and Columbia to erect struc- 
tures on the lots were forced to pay 
their workers an extremely low 
wage rate, because studios awarded 
contracts on open bidding that per- 
mitted alleged irresponsible bidders 
to compete. 

No wage specifications were in- 
cluded in any of the bids, with the 
exception that the Paramount jobs 
specified that the two crafts who 
are parties to the basic studio 
agreement—carpenters and electri- 
cians—must receive the prescribed 


ligious broadcasts. 

Now the attack is directed 
against bathing beauty contests, 
allegedly an offshoot of films. 





Los Angeles, May 7. 

Catholics were called on to boy- 
cott pictures which condone sex, 
scoff at the sanctity of marriage 
and the home and which glorify 
crime in a resolution unanimously 
passed by more than 800 women, 
delegates to the Catholic Action 
Week conference held here. 

Resolution was presented by Mrs. 
Thomas Hearn of Beverly Hills, 
picture chairman of the National 
Committee of Catholic Women. 





Chicago, May 7. 
Film row in this territory is be- 


On top of giving Alex Oumansky, pay for their work. . . ; ‘ 
the stager, his notice, the Fox, Plasterers employed on the sev- sane op Fh cs. niga 
Brooklyn, decided to call it quits called the Michigan Catholic, which 

‘ eral Jobs are said to have received is getting a terrific’ circulation 


and has posted notice to close for 
the summer on May 17. That’s the 
same date the Par, Brooklyn, goes 
dark. 

This leaves the downtown picture 
and stage show situation between 
Loew's Met and RKO Albee, neither 
of which have ever shuttered for 
the hot weather. 

After posting notice to close the 
Brooklyn Par efforts were made to 
make a summer deal on rent but it 
went floppo, so darkening stands. 








Warners is still interested in ‘The 


Revival of Old Wm. Fox-Chase Feud 





ve 


Wilmington, May 7. 

Strong Fox opposition to the 
Hastings plan for reorganizing Gen- 
eral Theatres Equipment on a basis 
of Chase participation developed 
when the plan came up for hearing} 
in Chancery Court, but it boils down 
to a pretty definite conclusion here 
now that the plan will go through. 

Debenture holders and represen- 
tatives of All-Continent, Inc., the 
William Fox holding corporation, 
minority creditors of GTE, were the 
Lonly ones in opposition, and legalers, 
while not anticipating the court’s 
decision, do not feel it necessary to 


KEOUGH’S 0.0. 


Huddling on Erpi and With Zukor 
and Trustee Leake 








Austin Keough, general Para- 
mount attorney, is on the Coast 
and will likely stay for a month or 
more, chiefly studying the Par 
studio’s end of the Erpi. claim 
against the Par company, amount- 
ing roughly to $1,900,000. 

Figured this will take Keough 
three weeks and another week will 
be spent discussing general home 
office policies with Adolph Zukor, 
when latter hits the Coast this 


wages considerably below the pay 
provided for in the new code, which 
became operative March 22. Con- 
tract for the plastering work was 
signed three days prior. 

Building Trades Council, after its 
unanimous action in declaring both 
studios unfair to organized labor, 
referred the matter to the parent 
body, the Central Labor Council, 
which has final jurisdiction. 


Shorts’ Producer Hopes 
For and Sees Duals’ K.O. 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Returning Saturday (5) from a 
two-week trip to New York, Henry 





throughout the midwest due to its 
picture comments. Publication is 
getting fast reports on pictures and 
is printing early recommendations 
and non-recommendations for the 
various parishes. Not only is the 
paper printing the viewpoints of the 
International Federation of Catholic 
Alumnae but also its own reports. 

First exchange to step in with a 
constructive idea towards combat- 
ting this attitude towards films ie 
the RKO exchange here. Jack Os- 
serman, manager, has arranged a 
flock of free showings of ‘Little 
Women’ and ‘Three Little Pigs’ as 
a straight picture show to a num- 
ber of Catholic schools, to convents 
and seminaries to demonstrate to 





Miracle,’ although there must be G 
cleared the involved legal rights | ‘SS coins as to the outcome. week. Additionally Eugene W. ot tat eect na ee these institutions that the film in- 
through the manifold international| ‘Al/-Continent is a GTE creditor Leake, one of the Par trustees, ontiontotie in phir wc of th re dustry produces pictures without 
angles. Several German producers | for about $2,000,000 whereas Chase| presently on the way to California, scuaiiar auathadshe aad Gees ae e Shorts! anything objectionable. 
retained financial interests in it be-} National Bank has a $20,000,000/ will also consume part of Keough’s pia tet yet Bary "ie ene 

vail : claim. The feature a is: in . ied i 
fore Morris Gest brought it over. m e —re Gms lane time abolishment of dual features| Fox Convention 


The Warner idea is for an inter- 





the Hastings plan is that Chase Na- 
tiona] will reduce its claims by $5,- 





in a Hal 
Rioach comedy. | 





Col’s Same 36 for ’35 








(Continued on page 56) 


but it may be Atlantic City. 


throughout the country within the 





up the current year's schedule. 





Switches to Waldorf 


national cast, mentionin Lady “ee i 
Diana Manners (English), Resa~ | 900,000, with GTE agreeing to allow Oat Sear ae wae cenlenee te 
“ye I . " the remainder and to dro an é t Rast wats preliminary dis- Fox has changed its mind about 
mond Pinchot (U. S.), Werner Pp y cussions with Metro sales execs on|the gesture to the Skourases in 
Krauss (for Central Europe fea-| claims it may have against Chase} Columbia, a little late in lining|the Roach comedy program for the| picking the St Moritz h tel for this 
turing), etc. National and affiliates. up its 1934-35 program, will prob-|coming year. . aes “eked peta cy Bey New i's 
Re semgpienat what these GTE/ably repeat on last year’s schedule,| 1a} Roach studios reopened to-|the Waldorf _— 
claims against Chase may be was|which was 36 features, plus 12 ac-| ga (Monday sev f 9 ’ ’ e spac 
Irv Cobb, Actor not brought out at the hearing, but] tions. Fina: decision will be and a2. a it Be es “ar tae Mor ah 
Holly wood, May 7. the minority creditors, including|reached before Harry Cohn returns Studio put a Thelma Todd-Patsy | Skourases hold a mortgage on (his 
Irvin S. Cobb turns film actor | All-Continent, contended the claims} to the Coast in about a week. Kelly two reeler before cameras and | hostelry. 
this week, appearing represent potential assets whieh! Convention date and spot not set,/another by the same pair will wash| Fox convention will be held tT 


three days starting May 30. 
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Catholic OK on German Films 
In Austrian Conclave Surprises in “US. PIX ARRNAN 


View of Nazi 


Vienna, April 25. 

American pictures took a healthy 
socking around, and German films 
‘of the new order’ a hearty endorse- 
ment at a special meeting here of 
film committee of the Catholic 
Church of Austria. 

Most important. decision reached 
was that it is necessary to prevent 
performance in Austria of pictures 
‘whose characteristics are inner 
mendacity and falsehood.’ Rigid 
censorship along these lines was re- 
quested and the government re- 
quested to take a severe attitude 
against films which might tend to 
destroy and to. imperil belief, 
morals or love for the home coun- 
try. Entire attitude was so fascis- 
tic and pro-Nazi as to be surprising 
here in view of the difficulties the 
“atholic Church is having in Ger- 
many at present. 

Spirit and tendency of the new 
Ge:vman pictures was heartily en- 
dorsed and presented as a model 
of what is needed. American pic- 
tures generally panned, especially 
because of the gangster angle. 

it was pointed out that due to 
the reduction of German produc- 
tion of late American films had 
gained considerable strength in 
Austria duving the past season and 
‘this invasion’ is now welcome, it 
was said because the ‘greater per- 
centage of American films is an- 
tagonistic to the christian moral 
code and its effects are destructive 
to the moral principles of the 
christian view of the world.’ 

Went on to say that the greater 
portion of American films choose 
subjects of morbid, abnormal and 
criminal character, causing a de- 
vastation of the moral code. New 
German pictures, on the contrary, 
it was said, has taken the action 
away from saloons, gangster quar- 
ters, hotel rooms and boudoirs and 
has placed them in the world of 
‘fresh and youthful optimism and 
sound moral attitude.’ 


KENT BACK IN N. Y. 
FOR FOX SALES CONV. 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Sidney R. Kent, Fox Film prexy, 
after three weeks at the studio, re- 
turned east to make preparations 





for the sales convention in New 
York. 

On the new program of 50, Sol 
Vourtzel will produce 12 pictures. 


All the other pictures on the pro- 
gram will be made at the Fox Hills 
studio under the Winnie Sheehan 
wing by the several producers there. 

Kent will return here in about a 
month, Mrs. Kent remaining. here 
in the meantime. 


Hollywood, May T. 

Coast delegation going east for 
the ox convention May 22 will in- 
clude Gabe Yorke and and Jack Dil- 
lon, Los Angeles exchange man- 
ager. ‘ 

Expected also that some of the 
associate producers will attend the 
get-together. 

2 Chi ‘Hitler’ Pic Suits 

Chicago, May 7. 

Two suits are the outgrowth of 
the censorship of the ‘Hitler’s Reign 
of Terror’ picture here. Sam Cum- 
mins has filed suit against the Ger- 
man consul here for $250,000 for 
damages sustained when the pic- 
ture was pulled off the screen and 
sliced up. 

That suit and another 
Mayor Kelly have been 
through attorney Phil R. 
Suit against the mayor is a pe- 
tition for an injunction restraining 
the city from censoring the print. 
Injunction plea is based on a con- 
tention of freedom of the press and 





against 
filed 
Davis. 


Bloc; Pan U. S. Pix 


a 





JESSE LASKY’S EIGHT 


‘Proud Princess,’ Initialer on His 
Next Year’s Program 





Hollywood, May 7. 

On completion of the current 
‘Grand Canary,’ Jesse Lasky finishes 
his slate for the present year’s Fox 
schedule. He will make eight for 
the new program starting with 
‘Proud Princess,’ by Edward Shel- 
don and Dorothy Donnelly. Charles 
Boyer will have top male spot in 
this. 

Second on the slate is ‘Heldorado,’ 
Arizona ghost town yarn, written 
by Frank Dazey, which Ernest 
Pascal will adapt. His on-and-off 
‘Red Heads on Parade,’ will be third 


on the list; John Galsworthy’s 
Apple Tree,’ to be directed by 
Frank Tuttle, fourth, and ‘Casa- 


nova, the Immortal Lover,’ fifth. 


Rockefeller-RKO 
Deal on R.C. Music 
Hall to Continue 





It’s reasonably certain that the 


Rockefellers and RKO will continue 
their present association on the 


Radio City Music Hall, and that a 
new deal will be consummated satis- 
factorily between the parties at the 
expiration of the present agreement 
in September. However, the RKO 
Center is to be devoted to other 
things and taken out of pictures 
very shortly. Centre theatre will 
probably go legit. Max Gordon or 
H. B. Franklin are mentioned in 
this connection. 

Loew's had at various times of- 
fered to take over operation of the 
Radio City Music Hall, even offering 
to operate with RKO in association, 
but the thing got nowhere. 

The Centre eating up so much of 
the Music Hall's possible weekly 
surplus, there's a chance also that 
the Rockefellers may decide, with 
RKO's consent to lease the smaller 
theatre to an independent operator. 


WB-ERPI’S $5,000,000 
BUT STILL NO TAKERS 


Western Electric and Erpi officials 
are still talking turkey to Warner 
Bros. on that $5,000,000 settlement. 
This sum is not entirely cash, so far 
as can be gleaned but a sum total of 
conditions with cash concessions, all 
aggregating to this figure. The 
matter undoubtedly will be con- 
cluded within a couple of weeks or 
inore. 

It is not likely that Erpi will pro- 
ceed towards a_ settlement with 
General Talking Pictures (DeForst) 
until certain conditions in the 
Warner situation are ironed out. In 
the meantime, that Warner-Erpi 
settlement talk is holding up the 
scheduled trial of the monopoly 
charges against Erpi by Warners, 
General Talking Pictures (De- 
Forest), and Duovac, in Wilmington. 





L. B. Swanks Sultan 
Culver City, May 7. 

Louis B. Mayer tossed a swanky 
luncheon today (Monday) in honor 
of the Sultan and Sultana of Johore 
in. the executive dining room at 
Metro. 

Prominent civil and judicial per- 
sonages attended besides studio ex- 
ecutives from other companies and 





speech, 





the Metro line of stars. 
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Hays Organization Behind 
World-Wide Propaganda 
Movement on Behalf of 
American Films 


INT’L EDUCATION 


With world-wide power which the 
Hays organization is seeking, seeds 
for which are now being openly 
sown in Europe, both major Holly- 
wood and sound equipment manu- 
facturers are looking forward next 
fall to the commencement of a new 
era for U.S. pictures abroad. 

The Hays expansion program is 
predicated on two premises, The 
first is the adoption of Hays pub- 
lic relations system, with which 
the producers’ association has been 
experimenting and building for the 
past decade, until, according to 
spokesmen, it believes the time is 
now ripe for international appraisal 
and endorsement. 

The second is visual education. 
Amcrican producers figure them- 
selv.; farther advanced in school 
tecunique and appreciation, strictly 
so far as production of classroom 
subjects is concerned, than any 
other country. 

Out of the international educa- 
tion conference held in Rome from 
April 19-25 Haysites are hopeful 
that many things will happen. 
Primarily, they see the elimination 
of duty as among the greatest boons 
to a real school film impetus. 

Multi-lingual problems, a serious 
obstruction to the international pic- 
ture classroom even a year ago, are 
now regarded as obviated by the 
advancement in sound technique. A 
subject produced anywhere can 
easily and economically have its 
sound track changed to accommo- 
date any country in pictures which 
aim to be as standard as present 
class textbooks. Were the special- 
ized pictures as transitory and 
shortlived as entertainment subjects, 
then the visual field, it is conceded, 
might become hopelessly involved. 

Europe affords a far more fer- 
tile field for classroom pictures right 

(Continued on page 59) 


RLD GOOD-WILL 
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To the Point 


When a top executive of a 
major company resigned, an 
interested party from a com- 
petitor firm phoned to inquire 
what the resignation made the 
second man in charge. 

‘It makes him worried,’ 
the secretary. 


U BUYS MAGYAR 
TALKER, 100%, 
U. S. REMAKE 


said 











Universal has decided to make an 
American version of ‘Czibi,” Hun- 
garian talker which it produced in 
Budapest last year starring Fran- 
cisca Gaal. Film will be remade en- 
tirely in Hollywood, and the origi- 
nal previously intended for 
distribution in foreign language 
houses in the U.S., has been taken 


off the market. 

Undecided who will take Miss 
Gaal’s role in Hollywood. U origi- 
nally intended bringing her over 
for it, but thinks she isn’t ready yet, 
and is grooming her abroad for a 
while longer. 





print, 


Universal City, May 7. 

German-made ‘What Women 
Dream Of’ has been bought by Uni- 
versal and will be re-filmed for the 
regular program. U did this several 
times bcfore, making over ‘Mystery 
of the Blue Room,’ ‘Countess of 
Monte Cristo,” and ‘Little Man, 
What Now,’ among others. 

William “Hurlburt is writing new 
story and Ernst L. Frank directs. 
It's a comedy about a kleptomaniac. 








McDonough as Cen 
Pout with Zohbel 


Rift between RKO and the Mee- 
han group appears to center around 
J. R. McDonough, exec. v.p. Mc- 
Donough is said to have the in- 


tention of giving picture scripts his 
personal 0.0. to strengthen the RKO 
studio end and is presently on the 
Coast. With McDonough away, the 
technical chieftain next in charge 
is a Meehan man, Malcolm Kings- 
bury, so far as the KAO branch 
goes. 

It is known that the Meehan 
group does not like the shifting of 
McDonough to the Coast, feeling 
that running the studio and the- 
atres may be too much. 

Some confusion was_ recently 
added to the situation by mistak- 
ing Paul Mazur for Major Thomp- 
son. A report was around that 
Thompson had offered to resign. 
This is officially denied. Mazur is 
the Lehman banker who recently 
tendered his resignation from B. F. 





Keith, but that board is not in- 
clined to accept and hopes Mazur 
will stick. 


Meehan faction is said to approve 
the Nate Blumberg and Major 
Thompson operating team and for 
the present Bob Sisk will continue 
to head all advertising and pub- 
licity for RKO. The severence or 
division of his duties, recommended 
by the Meehan forces, will not 


+ 


ter of RKO-Meehan 
New Theatre Prez 


EDWIN C. HILL WILL 
TALK HEARST’S REEL 


Edwin C. Hill will 
the talking reporter for W. R. 
Hearst’s own newsreel as soon as 
it formally breaks from Fox in the 
all. 

Hearst and Hill have been talk- 
ing for the past week and papers 
are scheduled to be signed within 
the next few days. 





probably be 





Selznick’s Quickie 


Myron Selznick sailed for London 
(5) 
cision, joining a party headed by his 
brother David. 





Friday on a last minute-de- 
He flew in from the 
coast just in time to catch the boat. 

Leland 


Selznick, 


Hayward came east with 
Holly- 
wood about Thursday (10) to sit in 
at the helm of the Joyce-Selznick 
office during the month that Myron | 
is abroad, as Frank Joyce is still | 
east. | 

Selznick’s hurry trek is for the 
purpose of getting his London office 
working He will handle a} 


but will return to 


also 





transpire for maybe a month. It’s 
(Continued on page 12) 


Lewis Milestone dea] with Alexan 


der Korda for one picture | 


Lukor to Stay 6-8 Mos. on Coast 
0.0.ing Production; Schaefer Gen’! 
Mor. East Adds Kohn's Duties 


+ cE me 


Adolph Zukor goes to the Coast 
today (Tuesday) and will stay from 
six to eight months, concentrating 
on Par production. In the east 
George J. Schaefer will be in charge 
over all Par activities as general 
manager, an office he has held for 
the better part of a year. This 
realignment of duties follows the 
resignation of Ralph Kohn as head 
of the theatre end. 

Manny Cohen continues in charge 
on the Coast and is to have the full 
time of Zukor to lean upon for guid- 
ance. 

Although it is known S. A. Lynch 
was close to succeeding Kohn, tem- 
porarily at least, in charge of all 
Par theatre activity. the post was 
denied him on Saturday (5) 
when Schaefer was elected presi- 
dent of Famous Theatres Corp., 
theatre holding company of Par, 
and Paramount Theatres Service 
Corp., subsidiary in charge of oper- 
ation, servicing, etc. 

This is the post Kohn held over 
theatres, Kohn’s vacancy on the 
boards of the two main theatre sub- 
sidiaries of Paramount Publix was 
also filed by spotting Schaefer on 
both. At the same time Walter B. 
Cokell, Par treasurer, was named to 

(Continued on page 27) 


KOHN AND RKO 
TALKING DEAL 


It is quite probable that Ralph 
A. Kohn, resigned head of the Par 
theatre sector, may go over to RKO. 
His capacity in that company in the 
event of his joining would be finan- 
cial. The matter is known to be 
under formal discussion by the firm 
involved. Such an appointment 
would be made by M. H. Ayles- 
worth. 

Kohn, who has spent 21 years in 
the film industry and about all of 
this time with Paramount, had been 
treasurer of the Par company for 
many years until that firm’s bank- 
ruptcy about a year ago. Later he 
was made head of the Par theatres, 
from which job he resigned a week 
ago. He was officially vice-presi- 
dent of the parent company and its 
subsids. 

Kohn was never an operator in 
the strict sense, nor has he consid- 
ered himself as such. 

He began his film career as a 
lawyer under Elek John Ludvigh, 
when the latter represented all or 
nearly all of the film companies, in 
the pioneer days of the business. 
Gradually Kohn moved up in Par 
affairs until his career was climaxed 
as theatre operating head. 

As treasurer of Par his voice fig- 
ured largely in all of Par’s policies, 
for several years, and his associa- 
tions throughout the industry and 
in the banking world are known to 
be widespread. 

Kohn is understood to have been 
tendered other propositions, includ- 
ing one from Fox. Sidney R. Kent, 
a former associate of his in Par, is 
president of Fox. 


MAY PROLONG ROXY 
RECEIVERSHIP 6 MOS. 


teorganization plan for the Roxy, 
New York, in which S. L. Rothafel 
would figure, so far hasn't come 











Cullman 


other term of six 


through, according to indications. 
There has been nothing official and 
the situation remains as was. 
Question of continuing the 
ceivership comes up before 
Federal Judge Caffey June 15. With 
o far, it looks assured that 
under Howard S. 
prolonged for 
months, anyway. 


pres- 


. ¢ 2) 
ent re 


no plan 
receivership 


will be an- 





Pet 0 pn plata wares cee et <x 
4 citguh ahh cen; tee a tee 

















6 VA RIE TY 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, May 8, 1934 











TU} 





Earnings Reports Help Film Stocks 
“In Off Week: Par Bond Rise Features 


After selling off for 10 successive 
days, the market rallied feebly 
Thursday and Friday only to sell 
off on volume again Saturday. Re- 
sult was that whole board made a 
rather sorry picture at close and 
Dow-Jones industrial averages just 
barely closed above 98-point re- 
sistance level. With virtually all 
issues selling downwards, amuse- 
ment group did not fare half badly 
and some stocks even ended the 
week with small net gains. 

With heavy selling yesterday on 
most active trading since February, 
amusement shares and bonds suf- 
fered setbacks ranging to a high 
of 2%, drop taken by Eastman Ko- 
dak. Loew’s went off a point and a 
half. Warner bonds, in which spec- 
ulation was heavy, fell two points. 

Amusement group averages 

(Continued on page 21) 


Cantor on Stand 


' Los Angeles, May 7. 
After weeks of delays, trial of the 
action of Samuel 
1oldwyn Warner Bros. in 
his attempt to force the latter stu- 
dio to release Busby Berkeley, dance 








Superior court 


against 


director, to work on the new Eddie 
Cantor picture, started Friday aft- 
ernoon with Cantor on the stand 
throughout the session. 


Actor testified that he came here 
on April 18 under instructions from 
Goldwyn, and pursuant to his con- 
tract ready to start work, but that 
refusal of Warners to release Ber- 
keley has resulted in his marking 
time ever since. 

Cantor testified also as an expert 
witness as to what constituted re- 
hearsals, and it is expected Gold- 
wyn* will‘ introduce. other similar: 
testimony when hearing is resumed 
today * qosady. - 


ON Ms Ouickie 2%, 








Film lobbyists were taken off 
guara in New Mexico when the 


legislature last week suddenly put 
through a 2% gross tax and im- 
mediately adjourned, 

As it affects film theatres, every 
box office in the state will have 
to turn over 2% of its receipts, re- 
gardless of admissions. 


Bars Still Up 


Washington, May 7. 
New efforts to relax restrictions 
on circulation of films showing prize 
fights were made in Congress last 
appear unlikely to .get 





week, but 
anywhere. 

Similar to other bills sponsored 
in previous Congresses, Senator 
Barbour of New Jersey authored a 
measure divesting such pictures of 
their present interstate character 
Which would allow shipment. to 
states outside thet where the fight 
Was staged. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Clare Kummer. 
Mary Morris. 
Will Hays. 

Earl Bright. 

0. O. McIntyre. 
Mary Brian. 
Lioyd Bacon. 
Larry Weingarten. 
Hal Wallis. 
Louise Fazenda. 
Roy Mack. 

Gene Markey. 
Joan Bennett. 
Carl Dreher. 

Ned Sparks. 

Roy Mack. 
Watterson Rothacker. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Brian Aherne. 
Liam O’Flaherty. 
Archie Mayo. 
‘Leland Hayward. 
Eugene W. Leake. © 
Harry..Cohn. 
Adolph Zukor. 
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A PHONEY 


Fox Asks N. Y.-Police to Arrest 
‘Don L. Watson’ 








Fox Films has asked the New 
York police department to arrest a 
gent named Don L. Watson on 
charges of falsely representing him- 
self as a Fox talent scout to pic- 
ture aspirants. The man, it is al- 
leged, has been operating around 
New York for the past month. 

He seems to specialize on vaude- 
ville actors, building them up for 
a ‘screen test’. Bob Hope and 
Frank Lynch of Kellar Sisters and 
Lynch were among the victims. 
Neither was taken for any coin by 
the impersantor, but said they went 
for several swell dinners for Mr. 
Watson, who lets his ‘discoveries’ 
pick up the checks. 


Q.T. NIX ON SEVERAL 
N. Y. AMUS, BILLS 


Albany, May 7. 
The New York State Legislature, 
winding up a hectic session with 
battles over liquor control and rev- 
only raised 








enue-raising measures, 
the curtain an inch on proposed leg- 
islation for the amusement industry. 
In other words, all the bills died in 
the committees to which they were 
referred. 


Bills which did not pass were: 
Repeal film censorship, but retains 
the tax of $3 per 1,000 feet of film 
and reduces the fee on duplicates 
from $2 :to $1.50. Introduced by 
Assemblyman Herbert J. Brownell, 
Jr., N. Y. Republican. 
Repeal censorship of newsreels 
anc the fee imposed on them and 
educational films and changing reg- 
ulation of the picture industry from 
the State Department of Educa- 
tion. to the State Department of 
Audit and Control.. Sponsored by 
Assemblyman Irving D. Neustein, 
N. Y., Democrat, 
A 10% tax.on gross receipts. of 
theatres and other amusement en- 
terprises to .provide funds for re- 
lief purposes... Introduced by Sen- 
ator John L. Buckley, N. Y., Demo- 
crat. , 
Change in the Wales immoral the- 
atre padlock law to place the re- 
sponsibility upon the manager or 
producer instead of the theatre 
owner. Sponsored by Assembly- 
man Brownell. 

State control of, booking agencies 
with $5,000 bond and $500 yearly 


license fee required from each 
agency; ban on splitting commis- 
sions; creation of State Bureau of 


Theatrical Booking Agencies. Spon- 
sored by Senator Albert Wald, N. Y., 
Demoerat. 

State control of general employ- 
ment agencies and explained as in- 
cidentally being intended to pre- 
vent them from chiseling upon reg- 
ular theatrical booking agencies by 
engaging entertainers and_ then 
sending them to immoral places or, 
as it was said, to any places or. for 
any purposes. which a regular thea- 
trical agent would not handle. This 
bi passed the Assembly, but was 
defeated in the Senate. Sponsored 
in Assembly hy. Harold C. Oster+ 
tag, and in Senate by Joseph R. 
Hanley, western New York Republi- 
cans, 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High.Low.Last chze 
400 Col. Pict.. 27% 26% 27% — % 
100 Con, Film. 4 : 4 
2,100 East. K.. 90 87% 87% — 2% 
36,700 Gen. Elec. 21 19% 20% — % 
22,400 Loew's ... 33% 30% 31% —1% 
16.600 Par ctfs... 5 4% 4% — % 
28,500 R. C. A... 88% 36 87%+ % 
5,600 RKO ..... 3% 3 3 -—-% 
22, 700' W. Beeecee 6% S% 6 — % 
BONDS 
$1,000 Loew's ...100%4 100% 100% 
4,000 P-F-L ... 51% 51% 51% 
26,000 Do ctfs.. 50% 49% 49% —1% 
5,000 Par-Pub .. 51 50% 50% —1% 
53,000 Do ctfs.. 50% 49% 49% —1% 
105,000 W. B..... 62 59% 60 -—2 
CURB 
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STIFF UNION 
PICKETING 
SETBACK 


Milwaukee, May 7. 

Theate operator union heads who 
have been striving for a 100% 
A. F. L. representation in Wiscon- 
sin theatres after swinging every 
Milwaukee house into line received 
their first serious setback in fed- 
eral court here. Judge Ferdinand 
A. Geiger today signed an injunc- 
tion halting the unions from picket- 
ing the Rex theatre, Sheboygan. 

Some months ago union officials 
demanded that they be given the 
right to organize operators in the 
Rex, a non-union house. The man- 
agement permitted the organizers 
to talk to his operators. The lat- 
ter refused to join the IATSE. Ac- 
cording to the manager of the Rex, 
the unions then demanded he dis- 
charge his operators and replace 
them with IATSE members. This 
the theatre owner refused and 
picketing, with as many as 20 men 
in line at a time, started. 

William B. Rubin, union attorney, 
demurred when the court asked the 
union officials to cease picketing by 
‘gentleman’s agreement.’ He fur- 
ther argued the court had no juris- 
diction in the case. 

The court. waved Rubin aside 
and issued the injunction which 
makes it imperative that picketing 
stop at once. 

Union leaders said they were 
merely attempting to force the the- 
atre to pay wage scales called for 
under the NRA. ‘The court held 
that the wages paid by the theatre 
met with NRA requirements and 
that the owners were not obliged to 
hire union help. He pointed out 
that if the theatre management dis- 
charged its présént employees on 
the mere excuse that they were not 
IATSE members, the NRA code 
would be violated. 

Rubin said the case would go to 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. He 
admitted the order was the “stiffest 
setback the’ theatrical crafts of the 
nation have had.” 


Murray’s Spkt Deal 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Raiph. Murray has signed a new 
long term ccntract whereby he 
divides his time directing for 
Charles R. Hogers and Paramount. 


U Spots Lois Wilson 
Hollywood, May 7. 
Lois Wilson set as femme lead 
opposite Frank Morgan in ‘Today 


We Live’ at Universal. 
Picture started last week with 














Edward Sloman directing. 





Consen Cuts 30-40% F ewer This Year, 
Studios Watching Pix at Source 





ae 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Reports from censor boards al! 
over the country relayed to the stu- 
dios here prove that eliminations 


from films of dirt and crime ma- 
terial totaled between 30% and 40% 
fewer cuts for the first four months 
of 1934 as contrasted with the like 
period last year. 

This is not due to a growing lax- 
ity on the part of the censor boards, 
To the contrary a check-up very 





conclusively proves that in all sec- 





tions the boards have grown more 
severe in their viewing, due to the 
added pressure applied by religious 
forces. 

Studios are realizing that it is 
senseless to permit questionable 
material to slip through in view 
of the almost certain fact that this 
will be removed in territories which 
represent around 75% of the rentals. 
' Even the ‘tough spots, such as 
Kansas,) Pennsylvania and New 
York, ‘aré* making fewer 'élimina- 
tions. 


Par Makes a Dollar-for-Dollar 
Exchange with Par Bway Corp. 
For $8,875,000 in Defaulted Bonds 





Chi Censorship Confab 


Chicago, May 7. 

Cc. C. Pettijohn is due in town 
for a three-way get-together with 
Mayor Kelly and Henry Herbel, 
Universal branch manager and 
Film Board head, about the prob- 
lem of censorship. 

One of the items the trio will talk 
about will be the possible reduc- 
tion of censorship reel fees for ad- 
ditional prints. Present scale is 
one dollar a reel for all additional 
reels besides the original print. In- 
dustry would like to clip this down 
to 50c a reel. 


NW ALLIED’S 456 WAR 
CHEST TO FIGHT CODE 


Minneapolis, May 7. 
Raising a ‘war’ fund of $45,000 
to finance a united move during the 
year against the film code, rentals, 
percentages, guarantees and other 
alleged ‘evils, Northwest Allied 
States has employed F. W. Murphy, 











prominent attorney and Democrat, 


on a full-time basis as general 
counsel. 

Approximately 200 Minnesota ex- 
hibitors, or about 90% of the state's 
independent theatre owners, have 
joined in the present campaign and 
agreed to an assessment of lc a 
seat per week to underwrite the 
cost. Only a comparative few of 
the smaller small-town exhibitors 
balked at the cost of membership 
and decided to stay out. Murphy’s 
salary and his proposed. activities 
will cost approximately $25,000 for 
the next 12 months and Steffes de- 
clared that almost double this 
amount was assured by pledged 
dues. 


Borzage's Ist for WB 


Hollywood, May 7, 
Frank Borzage will direct ‘Flir- 
tation Walk’ as his first for War- 








ners. Cast is headed by Dick 
Powell, .Ruby Keeler: and Pat 
O’Brien. 


Production starts in,three weeks 
which eliminates Miss Keeler’s trip 
east via the Canal. 


Brisson Clicks, Sez Par 





If Jiywood, May 7. 
Paramount picked up long-term 
option on Carl Brisson, importation, 
after his first opus, ‘Murder at the 
Vanities.’ 


Extras Even Off 


Hollywood, May - 7. 
Extras had an off week, slipping 
down to 3,794 placements for the 
stanza ending Friday night (4). 
Best day -was Tuesday (1) when 
Central Casting called 686, 


O.K. for Sound 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Charles Ruggles and Mary Bo- 
land, who did a trial. broadcast on 
the ‘Hall. of Fame’ program three 
weeks ago, were given 13-week 
contracts for repeats starting July 
13. 











KOBER KIBITZING 


Arthur Kober, Hollywood scripter 
who went with the honeymooning 
Jack Kirklands and the S. J. Perel- 
mans on a European jaunt is back 
in New York. 


Lillian Hellman Kober’s new 
play has been placed with Herman 
Shumlin. Mrs. Kober and the 


scenarist are divorced, but friends. 
Kober returns to the Paramount 
lot next month. 





GRAVES SETTLES 
Hollywood, May 7. 


Suit of Ralph Graves against 
20th Century has been ‘settled out 
of court. Writer had sued for 
$7,000 for alleged services on 


‘World’s Fair,’ original. 


and Hal 





Attorneys ‘Sam Zagon 
Aaron represented Graves. 


Paramount Broadway Corp. has 
received what looks like a 100% 
settlement, according to analysis, 
from the Paramount trustees, 
There is no _ indication so far 
whether the same 100% principle 
will be followed with other Par 
creditors’ claims. Charles BE 
Richardson, of Par’s three trustees, 
worked out the Broadway Par 
Corp. deal. 

The settlement made along -re- 
organization lines calls for a dollar- 
for-dollar exchange of the defaulted 
bonds amounting to $8,875,000. New 
bonds to the same amount are to 
be issued by a reorganized firm, 
Additionally, Paramount-Publix is 
under agreement upon its own re- 
organization to take a 10-year lease 
on the Paramount Building, owned 
by the Paramount Broadway Corp. 

This building together with the 
Paramount theatre, in the Times 
Square area, also owned by the 
Broadway Paramount Corp., it is 
understood could have beén bought 
in under settlement for around $4,- 
500,000 cash. This would have been 
around 50% of the settlement price 
as affected by the trustees. 

The question of- settling for such 
a large amount of cash, however, 


was one which wasn't considered 
for long; although under a cash 
settlement, Paramount could have 


owned both theatre and building 


outright. 
New Par Co’s Guarantee 


On the new deal and settlement, 
the new Paramount-Publix come 
pany, upon reorganization of the 
old one, must guarantee the new 
bonds through ae sinking fund, 
This is to be done by the new P-P 
advancing certain payments, Shoyld 
these guarantees not be forthcom- 
ing, as stipulated by such advance 
payments required, the Broadway 
Paramount Corp. gets 650% in- 
demnity-of the common stock of 
this latter company, in which all 
the common stock is_ presently 
owned by Paramount-Publix. 
Under the deal the Paramount 
people take an indeterminate lease 
on the Paramount. theatre. This 
lease expires only after half of the 
$8,875,000 in new bonds are retired. 
The first half of this $8,875,000 in 
new bonds will carry 34%% interest. 
The second half is at 54%, same as 
the old bonds. However, if the 
money is at hand, the first half 
later begets additional interest un- 
til the 5%%. 

Rents which Paramount pays on 
the building or on the ‘theatre are 
not given in the announcements of 
the deal. However, under the deal 
Paramount and Broadway Parae- 
mount Corp. make reciprocal condi- 
tions releasing one another from 
certain claims arising out of the 
trustees occupying space in the 
building. 

Also, Chemical Bank ds released 
from any claim which may arise Out 


of the bank receiving interest 
aroynd Jan. 1, 1933, én: certain of 
the bonds in question. This was 


only around three weeks before the 
original Par receivership occurred. 
There had been a question whether 
such payment of interest to Chem- 
ical Bank constituted a, preferential 
payment. under. the receivership 
laws. 

Chemical holds around $2,200,000 
of the Paramount Broadway Corp. 
bonds. . Chemical Bank also «sat 
prominently in selecting the Par 
trustees, as a creditor-of Par. 





Roach Reopens 





Culver City, May 7. 
After being closed four weeks, 
Hal Roach studio re-opens today 


(Monday). A Thelma Todd-Patsy 
Kelly short is set for production 
this week. 


Next week another Todd-Kelly, 
plus a Laurel and Hardy. 





Gloria Stuart’s Unmating 


Hollywood, May’ 7. 

Following a trial separation, 
Gloria Stuart is preparing to file @ 
divorce action against Blair Gordon 
Newell, sculptor. 
Actress separated from her hus- 
band eight months ago and an- 
nounced they would live apart ag 





long as she was in pictures. 
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Code Endorsed 90%, Could Be 99%;: 
Dues Coming In; CA Costs Held Low 


The film code is scoring a bull’s- 
eye. Non-signers in hundreds are 
voluntarily mailing in checks al- 
though not billed, and ignored as 
unnaturalized by the Code Author- 
ity. hence NRA aides aver that if 
the Government were to reopen 
code enlistments fully 2,500 would 
bring filmdom’s endorsement of the 
Eagle up to 99% instead of around 
90%. 

That not more than 200 com- 
plaints have been filed with griev- 
ance boards all over the country is 
a surprise to high codists. They 
were certain that all dockets would 
be full and by this time running 
into thousands of cases. The Code 
Authority, as well, expected that 
this Friday it would have to dedi- 
cate its entire session listening to 
appeals from the field. On Mon- 
day, however, only one appeal, the 
Milwaukee case, was on the C.A. 
calender. 

That exhibs and others in the 
field may be waiting until the gen- 
eral machinery has proven itself, 
before submiiting their own com- 
paints, and that the deluge is liable 
to come within the next few weeks, 
are impressions current in C.A. 
headquarters. 

NRA dues on Monday from the- 
atres totalled approximately $20,000 
with another $60,000 to come be- 
tween now and the deadline on May 

(Continued on page 63) 


Allied Propagation 
Chief Topic of Nat’] 
Board Meet in Chi 


Chicago, May 7. 
BRoard of directors of Allied the- 
atres owners will hold an executive 
session here May 12-13. Meeting 








will be headed by Abram Myers. 
Last meeting was held in  De- 
cember. 


Allied will attempt to establish a 
branch in every state. It now has 
affiliate associations in some 26 
states. Exec meeting will name a 
chairman in each state not now a 
member of Allied with the chair- 
man given full power to organize 
an Allied group. 

Possibility of Allied once more 
making a tie-up with a producing 
outfit is up again, similar to the 
abortive attempt of the organiza- 
tion to work with the now defunct 
Tiffany production outfit three years 
ago. 


MINNEAPOLIS THEATRE 
BUILDING IN SNAG 


Minneapolis, May 7. 

An ‘orgy’ of theatre building here 
is being held up by city and state 
officials. The city council is still 
withholding permits from Publix 
and the Lyndale Amusement com- 
pany, chain operators, for the con- 
struction of three new houses in one 
residential ward in opposition to a 
new theatre to be erected in a 
nearby suburb for Ben Friedman, 
former Publix partner and official. 
Application of Leo Aved for an- 
other neighborhood theatre in an- 
other part of town also is being 
held up for the aldermen who, how- 








ever, granted a permit to Harry 
Dickerman, a competitor, who now 
has two houses. 

State fire marshal has not yet 


sanctioned tne construction of Art 
Johnson’s new sure-seater newsreel 
theatre, Time, in the loop. Other- 
wise, Art is all set and ready to go. 

At a public hearing before the 
city council license committee on 
the Publix and Lyndale company 
applications for neighborhood the- 
atre permits in the 13th ward, 15 
speakers, including three clergymen, 
spoke against the theatres. Five 
speakers favored the projects. The 
committee took the matter under 
advisement and will announce its 


decision May 9. 





So. Cal. Zoning 


Los Angeles, May 7. 

Zoning-clearance board for the 
Southern California territory fol- 
lowing three meetings last week 
has started laying the groundwork 
on which zoning for the balance of 
this season and for 1935 will be 
based. 

Zoning based on b.o. admission 
will be the basis for the future de- 
liberations of the board, which re- 
sumes its tri-weekly sessions today 
(Monday). 


NRA Is | but Not 
The Major Cause 
For Cut Budgets 


The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America is cutting its organ- 
ization maintenance costs from 
$100,000 a year, not so long ago, to 
exactly $15,000 for 1934. With such 
a budget its yearly costs are less 
than some of the state and even 
city exhibitor associations. 

At the present rate the average 
member theatre will pay dues of 
only $3.50 per annum, little more 
than one-fourth of the minimum 


money paid by an exhibitor flier of 
the permanent Blue Eagle. 

All officers of the organization, in- 
cluding Ed Kuykendall, president, 
are now sans salary. In other years 
this group had to meet fancy travel- 
ing expense vouchers and high 
counsel fees. 

While the MPTOA financial re- 
trenchment is the most drastic of 
any trade association in the busi- 
ness, other organizations also are 
clipping their ’34 budgets, some vol- 
untarily and others by force of ne- 
cessity through inability to collect 
dues from its majorfty membership. 

The Hays Office is also watching 
the dollars. There are no indications 
that it will restore any of the cuts 
to its personnel. Elimination of the 
Film Boards, even in their disinte- 
grated state during the past two 
years, is -expected to slash over 
$100,000 annually from the Haysian 
budget. Furthermore, Hays is 
watching tours and traveling ex- 
penses of his lieutenants. The rea- 
son why one of his men, scheduled 
to attend the MPTOA convention, 
didn’t go was simply because of the 
earfare money. 

NRA costs in the business are 
partly credited with precipitating 
this shearing of strictly trade asso- 
ciation expenditures. The Eagle’s 
first demand of approximately $180,- 
000 for the first year is admitted by 
codists ‘just an estimate’ which may 
expand considerably before 1934 is 
over. 














New Sound Group 


Hollywood, May 7. 

American Society of Sound En- 
gineers has taken offices in Holiy- 
wood and Harold V. Smith starts 
today (Monday) as executive man- 
ager of the organization. Smith re- 
cently resigned as business repre- 
entative of International Sound 
Technicians, local 695, IATSE. 

The newly formed group is the 
outgrowth of soundmen’s opposition 
to any affiliation with the American 
Federation of Labor, or units of the 
latter. First move will likely be 
combatting producer contract with 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers which gives the lat- 
ter union jurisdiction over sound- 








men working in the studios, 


CODE DECISION 


Coast Grievance Board Up- 
holds Garfield Theatre’s 
Monopoly Charge Against 
F-WC’s Alhambra— 
Orders Circuit Split Ma- 
jor Product with Cistrand 





APPEAL LIKELY 





Los Angeles, May 7. 

NRA Grievance Board for this 
territory found Fox-West Coast 
guilty of violating the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Code by reason of its 
monopoly buy of major film product 
in the Alhambra and adjacent ter- 
ritory for the ’33-’34 season, and 
was ordered to make available. 
starting May 17, to the Garfield the- 
atre 20 first-run feature productions 
selected from four major distrib- 
utors. 

Board apportioned the split as 
five features from Paramount, two 
from Metro, five from Fox and 
eight from Vitagraph (Warner). 

Grievance board award finds that 
Cistrand-Principal Theatres, oper- 
ating the Garfield, is without suf- 
ficient quality product to operate 
without financial hurt to its busi- 
ness, and in order to correct the 
unfair practises of the respondent, 
F-WC, ordered immediate relief as 
stipulated. 

Award further orders the Garfield 
to assume and to pay any and all 
license fees pertaining to the ’33-’34 
season contracts relating to the 20 
pictures on the same terms and 
conditions as entered into by the 
Principal and Fox-WC with the dis- 
tributing companies. 


Far- Reaching 


This award of the grievance board 
is regarded as of far-reaching im- 
portance, and one that will have a 
marked bearing on future cases of 
alleged overbuying of film product 
by which competing houses are de- 
prived of quality first run product 
for successful operation. 

It is probable that the. decision 
will be appealed, as otherwise hun- 
dreds of complaints would reach the 
grievance boards on similar con- 
tentions throughout the country. 

First award handed down by the 
Los Angeles board, following its ini- 
tial session early last week, was to 
declare the Jay-Ben Corp. and Har- 
ry Goldfarb, operating the National, 
in National City, to be guilty of 
violating the code by resorting <o 
two-for-one admissions, and gold 
giveaways. 

Defendants were ordered to dis- 
continue the practice or be penal- 

(Continued on page 56) 


FOR L. A. INDIE 


FINDS FOX-WC GUILTY 





Darrow Report, Requests Changes: 
Blast at Block Booking, Reaches 
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| 





File Coast Charges 


Los Angeles, May 7. 

Charges of violating provisions 
of the picture code have been filed 
with NRA compliance board by Pro- 
jectionists union 150, naming Ben 
N. Berinstein, operating the Wil- 
tern, and Jesse Young, of the Wash- 
ington, Pasadena, both indie nabes. 

Berinstein bases his objection to 
using union operators to inability 
to pay $60.17 per man on a two- 
men-a-shift basis, with a swing 
man at $7.65 He offered to use 
two union men, one on a shift, at 
$75 weekly, but offer was rejected 
by projectionists local, on the 
ground that 43 other houses locally 
in the same classification as the 
Wiltern, are operating under the 
two-men-a-shift setup. 


FLINN LINES UP 











MIDWEST'S SECS 


Chicago, May 7. 

John C. Flinn spent all Friday 
(4) and half of Saturday getting 
the local code board secretaries set. 
Had some 12 secs in town to give 
them their instructions. Made a 
plea for the local boards to make 
their own decisions quickly and 
more definitely for their own com- 
munities without shirking the re- 
sponsibility and shifting everything 
to New York. 

Grievance board’s first meeting 
got to no decision on its first case, 
that of the Annetta theatre against 
the Schoenstadt theatres and 
against Paramount pictures. Trial 
was halted when the Schoenstadt 
attorney brought up the point that 
the code designated Dec. 7, 1933, 
as the initial date of authority for 
the boards, while the alleged injury 
in this case occurred previous to 
that date. Annetta theatre’s griev- 
ance is that it has been shut out 
on product and that the _ local 
Paramount exchange refused _ to 
okay a contract for product after 
the home office had okayed it. 

Zoning board meeting was post- 
poned due to the John C. Flinn ar- 
rival and at the next meeting on 
Thursday (10) will issue orders for 
the publication of the zoning setup 
of the entire territory. Following 








publication the code will sit back 
and wait for complaints, if any. 





C.A. Ducks Out on Extra Headaches, 
Fears Possible Union Angle 





Report on the Code Authority is 
that despite the work of the code 
extra committee on the Coast, the 
C. A. will never stand for the extra 


list available to the studios being 
sliced to 1,500, fearing that to do 
so would bring about strong union- 
ization of those picked as ‘official 
extras.’ 

Insiders report C. A. members as 
stating that far too much stress 
has been placed on the extra situa- 
tion and that inasmuch as only 
around 1,500 on the roster at Cen- 
tral Casting Bureau worked 26 or 
more days last year that a tempest 
has been stirred. up. 

As the C. A. members are re- 
ported to view the situation the re- 
Stricting of calls to a chosen 1,500 
as suggested by the Coast code 
committee, would immediately re- 
sult in putting that group in such a 





powerful position that unionization 





couldn't help but follow and the 
studios would be more or less at 
the mercy of their dictates, and 
thus defeat the purposes of NRA by 
stirring up possible trouble. 

It is understood that the C. A. Is 
pretty well satisfied with the ex- 
tra situation as it now exists. While 
never perhaps going on record, as 
opposed to the slicing down to an 
official number it will ostensibly 
postpone such action from time to 
time and never let it materialize. 

Another phase that is said to have 
the C. A. willing to play a hands- 
off policy with extras is that pro- 
duction circles do not feel that they 
could get along with such a re- 
stricted number as always from 
time to time there would be calls 
for casual atmosphere players for 
big mob scenes and for types that 
could not be included on the lim- 
ited list, due to sparcity of calls for 
such extras, 





Prez; Rosy Resignation Report? 


Washington, May 7. 
Containing blistering denuncia- 
tion of NRA and several trade 
codes, the Clarence Darrow report 
on charges of monopoly and op- 
pression of small business under 


Recovery Administration finally, 
officially, and formally reached the 
White House Friday (4). Bulky 


document, burning up film code and 
industry leaders, is due for pub- 
lication sometime this week. 

Toned down in many particulars 
to avoid embarrassing the Roose- 
velt administration, the volu- 
minuous report calls for drastic 
changes in the film pact, blasts 
block booking and recommends spe- 
cific deletions and amendments. 
Document also slams Divisional 
Administrator Sol Rosenblatt in 
serious fashion. 

Resignation for Rosy was more 
or less looked for.here today fol- 
lowing revelation ‘hat code review- 
ers have denounced film pact nego- 
tiator not only for conduct in con- 
nection with the agreement and 
the industry, but also for his re- 
fusal to appear for examination at 
tempestuous review hearings. 

President’s decision to publish 
findings and recommendations was 
a stunning surprise to friends of re- 
covery outfit who expected the 
document to be pigeonholed. Con- 

(Continued on page 63) 


AGENTS FAVOR 
ARBITRATIONS 





Hollywood, May 7. 


Newly organized Code Agency 
committee holds its first meeting 
for actual deliberations tomorrow 
(Tuesday). They'll discuss a set 


of regulations for agents under code 
provisions. 

Committee will tackle the pro- 
vision regarding relations between 
client and agent. Arriving at a ten- 
tative set of regulations a public 
hearing will be called so those in- 
terested can say their piece. Sug- 
gested regulations, plus recommen- 
dations submitted at the public 
hearing will then be forwarded to 
the Code Authority for sanction be- 
fore the permanent rules become 
effective. 

Similar procedure will be fol- 
lowed in the matter of regulations 
affecting agents’ contact with the 
studios. 

Committee is working toward 
some system of arbitration within 
the industry whereby commission 
squabbles anil other matters be- 
tween agents and clients can be 
kept out of the courts. It is likely 
that the committee’s deliberations 
wiil result in the setting up of some 
kind of code arbitration unit, 
similar to the Academy of Motion’ 
Picture Arts and Sciences concilia- 
tion board, through which almost 
every agency kick can be aired 
without recourse to litigation. 


SOUNDPROOFED ROOM 
OK, FRISCO C.A. STARTS 


San Francisco, May 7. 

With a soundproof confab room 
completed, the clearance and zon- 
ing, and grievance committees of the 
Code Authority have gotten located 
in the RKO Golden Gate building 
and start their meetings this week. 

Rowena Foley has folded up the 
Film Board of Trade offices, of 
which she was formerly secretary 
to sec for the code authorities, who 
report a huge stack of complaints 
the first conference 
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Sorrel’ $5,400, Weak: ‘Cheer’ $13,000 
20 Million’ Day-and-Date’s $24,000; 
Heat and No Tourists Hurts L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 7. 
There still is a lament that warm 
weather and lack of tourists are 
the ingredients keeping the b.o. 
totals down. However, take in*gen- 
eral is much better than that of 
the previous week with two musi- 


cals, though not breaking house 
records, giving the theatres they 
are playing in better takes than 


they have had in the past several 
weeks. 

‘Stand Up and Cheer’ at the State 
and ‘20,000,000 Sweethearts’ in the 
two Warner houses are running a 
neck and neck race to even take 
honors on the week, with the War- 
ner picture probably hoiding over, 
however for a full second stanza, 
while ‘Cheer’ comes out at the end 
of eight days. 

Paramount opened rather dully 
with Ted Lewis on return stage 
date to balance off ‘Double Door’ 
with take looking as though it will 
come around the $16,000 mark 
against a better than $22,000 take 
Lewis had on his recent date here. 

Chinese still managing to hold up 
remarkably well with ‘Rothschild’ 
in its fifth week and take around 
the $17,000 figure. 

‘Sorrell and Son’ at the UA and 
‘Where Sinners Meet’ couple of 
rather meek b.o. entries so far as 
take is concernéd. 

Estimates For This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65)—‘House of Rothschild’ (20th 
Century) and stage show (5th 
week). Still holding up in nice 
shape and ending stanza with an 
easy $17,000. Last week picked up 
great over week end for fourth 
stanza and trekked in with $18,400. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘20 Million Sweethearts’ 
(WE). Heavy campaign of ex- 


ploitation helping loads on this one 
which is a cinch for around $11,- 
500 on first week. Tast week 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) went off 
over the week end and came 
through with a final $5,000, which 
is no profit. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35- 
40-55)—20 Million Sweethearts’ 
(WB). Off to flying start and had 
stars of pic on personal appearance 
and looks like sure $12,500 which is 
great after the off profit trade had 
last week. Take for ‘Gambling 
Lady’ (WB) last week was none to 
forte at $5,200. 


Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—‘Love Birds’ (U) and ‘The 
Quitter’ (Chesterfield) split. Trade 
bit off this week and will not get 
over the $3,200 mark. Last week 
‘City Limits’ (Mono) and ‘Lets Be 
Ritzy’ (U), did durn well with an 
even $4,400. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Cheaters’ 
(Liberty), split. May be the Cat 
is doing no good but trade is just 
nowhere in sight with house being 
lucky to hit an even $1,700. Last 
week ‘Half a Sinner’ (U) and 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col) just could get no- 
where at all with final count around 
$1,550. Fault lies in fact house sells 
cat in bag so far as marquee is con- 
cerned as pic is not advertised 
there. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Double Door’ (Par) and 
stage show. Opening to around 
$800 less than he did last time he 
was here, Ted Lewis with his out- 
fit figured to carry pic to heavy 
take will come through with around 
$16,000. Last week ‘She Made Her 
Bed’ (Par) had Olsen and John- 
son as stage pilots helped take lot 
to around $17,800 but reported as 
no profit on account of O&J share 
of take, for their bit. 

RKO (2,950; 25-35-40)—‘Where 
Sinners Meet’ (RKO). Rather an 
invisible opening and may come 
home with $4,000 at best. Last 
week ‘Spitfire’ (RKO). Not a 
glamorous dough getter; very dis- 
appointing, just over the $5,000 
mark. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
$55)—Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). 
With smash campaign behind it 
this musical sure of around $13,000 
for an eight-day stay which is bet- 
ter take than other musicals have 
been getting in the house. Last 
week ‘All Men Are Enemies’ (Fox), 
just an out and out Brody with a 
gross take of $2,150 for four days 
it sojourned here. 

United Artists (Grauman) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—Sorrell and Son’ (UA). 
Town not strong on remakes so 
take for the English importation 
will not run over $5,400. Last week 
‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par), for 
@nal days as figured came home 
with an even $7,600. 


raround town has drooped sadly these 


‘ROTHSCHILD’ $3,200; 
%’ $2,300, LINCOLN 


Lincoln, May 7. 
Current draft is to be ‘House of 
Rothschild,’ with which the Stuart 
should push over 3 Gs, since there's 














NEW ORLEANS BIZ OKE 


‘Viva Villa,’ $10,000 ‘Cheer’ Shows 
to 





New Orleans, May 7. 
Local temples displaying profit- 
able tendencies, with “Viva Villa’ at 
Loew’s State awarded the major in- 


take. ‘Villa’ will romp into some- 
thing over $10,000. Saenger started 
riotously with ‘Stand Up and 


Cheer,’ but then floundered and will 
get around $9,000. Orpheum hurt 
by clickless ‘Upper World’ disclos- 
ing inconsequential blather. Fore- 
heads are low indeed that admit of 
its possible mental assimilation, 
Estimates for the Week 
Saenger (3,568; 40)—‘Stand Up 
and Cheer’ (Fox). Started big but 
flopped suddenly and will hit a 
meager $9,000. Last week ‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par) banged over 
$11,000 for Bing. 
Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—‘Viva 
Villa’ (MG). Getting nice play and 
$10,000 is safe. Last week ‘Roths- 
child’ (UA) did smashing $13,000. 
Orpheum (2,400; 35) — ‘Upper 
World’ (WB). Will not hit $6,000. 
Last week ‘This Man Is Mine’ (Ra- 
dio) ascended to $7,000, building 
daily. 
Tudor (700; 30)—‘Son of Kong’ 
(Radio). Youngsters bringing along 
their parents, which means $3,000. 
Last week ‘Sons of Desert’ (MG) 
not so hot at $2,000. 
St. Charles (2,200; 25)—‘Son He 
Gave Me’ (Indie) should do $3,000. 
Last week ‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par) to 
a couple of gees. 


KATE SMITH AND 
‘HALF A SINNER’ 
$13,000 SF. 


San Francisco, May 7. 
It takes something super-colossal 
to get ’em into the theatres these 
days, with the result that business 








past few weeks. Just where it has 
gone, no one can say, but a safe 
conjecture is that the current film 
duals are filling the folks so full of 
show at such little money that one 
or two a month is enough. 

Warm weather and sock big for 
the Barnes Circus is hurting pic- 
tures this week. 

This week is largely the War- 
field’s where Metro’s ‘Viva Villa’ 
stands ready to hit a high attend- 
ance mark. Only two _ pictures, 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ and ‘Riptide,’ both 
Norma Shearers for Metro, have hit 
the high mark of $27,000, only $1,500 
over what ‘Villa’ should get. 

Kate Smith is in-personing at the 
Orpheum, and hefty radio songstress 
is being counted upon to pull the 
customers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35)—‘Quitter’ 
(Chester and Cheater) (Liberty), 
split, with vaude. About $7,600 is 
likely figure. Last week light with 
Jack Holt in ‘Whirlpool’ (Col) and 
‘Secret Sinners’ (Maj), split, getting 
$8,500. 

Geary (Lurie) (1,800; 50-75-$1- 
$1.65) —‘Rothschild’ (UA) (3d week). 
Arliss continues to pull and $7,500 
for this stanza is very hotcha. Sec- 
ond week got $8,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 25-35- 
40—T’ll Tell World’ (U) and vaude. 
Lee Tracy some draw, and $11,500 is 
much better than past few weeks. 
‘This Man Is Mine’ (Radio) getting 
slightly under $9,500 last week. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-35-55) 
‘Half a Sinner’ (U) and stage show 
with Kate Smith unit. Radio per- 
former a b. o. draw and $13,000 okay 
with picture more help than usual. 
Last week ‘Success at Any Price’ 
(Radio), with young Fairbanks, and 
‘Century of Progress Revue’ on 
stage started lightly and built up to 
pretty good $10,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,400; 25-35- 
40)—‘Such Women’ (Fox) and 
‘Smarty’ (WB), split. Baxter a draw 
and $12,000 good. Last week saw 
$11,500 on ‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG) 
and ‘Harold Teen’ (WB), split. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Honorable Guy’ (WB) and 
‘Witching Hour’ (Par), split. Joe 
Brown fans mostly for $5,000 take. 
Last week $6,500 on ‘Journal of 
Crime’ (WB) and ‘Laughing Boy’ 
(MG). 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,700; 35-465- 
65)—‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Berry pic 
heaviest puller in a year along with 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ and ‘Riptide,’ both 
Shearers, and $26,500 is apparent. 
Last week saw $19,000 on ‘We’re Not 





Dressing’ (Par), which built up after 


been a big national ad campaign in 
the papers for a week ahead. ‘Mr. X’ 
gets the Lincoln’s sheeting, and is 
expected to pound right along be- 
cause of Montgomery's appeal to 
the gals hereabouts. 


State has stepped out of the realm 


|of competition definitely now. With 


a back breaking load of no adequate 
number of seats, a too high adm. 
and no ads in the papers, it got the 
added straw last week when the 
blue beaks forced the city council 
to smother the engagement of 
‘Elysia’ five hours after it opened 
to biz about 400% above the aver- 
age. Although the whole town in- 
terested itself in the fight, the 
ministerial association was able to 
bring enough political pressure to 
bear to squelch it. Move is under 
way to use the picture as an open- 
ing attraction at Capitol Beach, 
amusement park, which will open 
soon, to cash in on the newspaper 
publicity of the caustic remarks 
made about it by the ministers. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Livingston) (850); 10- 
15)—Uncertain Lady’ (U) and 


‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ (Mono). 
Dualled for about $1,100 which is 
okay. - Last week ‘Search for 
Beauty’ (Par) and ‘Countess of 
Monte Cristo’ (U) got up pretty 
near $1,000 which is all right. 


Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)—‘All 
Quiet’ (U). Is to run all week and 
the take should near $900. Oke. 
Last week ‘Sing and Like It’ (Col) 
with ‘One Is Guilty’ (U) dualled 
first half and ‘Crime Doctor’ (U) 
split; $900 satisfied. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG). In line 
for nice $2,600. Last week ‘Gambl- 
ing Lady’ (WB) was considered 
lucky with $2,300. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25- 
40)—‘A Modern Hero’ (WB). With 
a last half pic change and the Marie 
Purl unit on stage, split, for $2,100, 
oke. Last week ‘Forgotten Men’ 
(Jewel) and ‘Such Women Are 
Dangerous’ (Fox) with 3-act vaude 
bill took strongly all week for 
$2,300. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) is the 
likely b. o. power; $3,200 expected. 
Last week ‘Tarzan and His Mate’ 
did a v. n. $3,100. 


No Summer Slump 
In Wash., Altho Too 
Nice Weather Felt 


Washington, May 7. 

Boys are confident summer slump 
hasn’t officially debutted yet, but 
first really warm spell is hurting 
plenty with amusement parks open- 
ing and roads clogged with wild- 
flower gazers. Weather has lopped 
20% off week-end grosses and 
maybe. more. 

Loew’s gave ‘Rothschild’ first of 
season’s big premieres with band, 
celebrities blabbing over p.a. sys- 
tem, et al. Pic opened big and looks 
like it will hold up nicely, especially 
in face of newsreel shots of officials 
at premiere. Reel has flock of 
names like Secretary Roper and 
Daniel Frohman praising Arliss to 
skies and is being shown in two 
other local Loew houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60), 
‘Upperworld’ (WB) and _  vaude. 
Emile Boreo on stage. Looks like 
light $12,500. Last week ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB) and vaude; pic 
gets credit for big $21,000. 

Fox (Loew) ~ (3,434; 25-35-60), 
‘You're Telling Me’ (Par) and 
vaude. Phil Cook, Tony Wons, 
George Hall’s orchestra and radio 
stage bill getting the biz, although 
pic satisfying when they get inside. 
Looks like o.k. $19,000. Last week 
‘Bottoms Up’ (Fox) good $22,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60), 
‘20th Century’ (Col). Even luke- 
warm Barrymore fans going for 
this one. Headed for nice $10,000. 
Last week ‘This Man Is Mine’ 
(RKO) surprised with nice recep- 
tion by critics and turned in good 
$9,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60), 
‘Rothschild’ (UA), Started off with 
first big premiere of season and 
looks like very big $25,000. Last 
week ‘Tarzan’ (MG) got nice $9,500 
for second week. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-40), ‘Flying 
Down to Rio’ (RKO). Revival may 
get fair $3,000. Last week ‘Come 
on Marines’ (Par) satisfactory 
$4,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-40-50), 
‘Uncertain Lady’ (U). Looks like 
satisfactory $3,000. Last week ‘T’ll 
Tell the World’ (U) helped by bally 
in local UP sheet collected good 
$5,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40), 
‘Coming Out Party’ (Fox). Proba- 
bly light $2,800. Last week ‘Men in 
White’ (MG) repeat from big week 











a slow start. 


at Fox got beautiful $6,000. 
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George Olsen Starts Slow but Grows 
In Favor with Minneapolis Swedes: 
20 Million Sweethearts’ at $9,000 





NEW HAVEN GROSSES 


‘Rothschild’ Headed For Splendid 
$13,500 


3, 








New Haven, May 7. 

Warm weather beginning to get 
in its dirty work, with matinees 
starting to fade. 

After kicking around Poli’s ‘for 
a month, ‘Palooka’ finally opened 
at the College, boosted by heavy 
ballyhoo including personal appear- 
ance of Ham Fisher. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—‘Witching Hour’ (Par) and ‘Stolen 
Sweets’ (Ches) . Not too hot around 


$5,500. Last week ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ (Par) and ‘Two Alone’ 
(RKO). Biggest week in months 
at $10,200. 

Poli’s (Poli) (8,040; 35-50)— 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). Five 


shows daily, with plenty week-end 
turnaways, should vault this one 
to magnificent $13,500. Last week 
‘Viva Villa’ (MG) and ‘Finishing 
School’ (RKO). Lead the town with 
big $10,700. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Registered Nurse’ (WB) and 
‘Keep "Em Rolling’ (Radio). Just 
an ordinary week in view. Around 
$5,200. Last week ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB). At $6,300, not 
at all bad in face of competish. 
College (Poli) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Palooka’ (UA) and ‘Murder in 
Trinidad’ (Fox). Should poll a good 
$4,600. Last week ‘Looking for 
Trouble’ (UA) and ‘Ninth Guest’ 
(Col). No kicks at $4,400. 


‘LAUGHING BOY,” 
$5,000, N. S. G. 
IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 7. 

Music Hall opened this week by 
John Hamrick, giving this indie 
showman three first-run houses in 
the town. This is the former Roxy, 
and prior to that, the Fox. Cozy, 
homey house and with right book- 
ings, advertising and management 
stands a chance to show returns. 
‘The House cf Rothschild’ is open- 
ing pix, with ‘The Big Bad Wolf’ 
(Disney) billed as ‘added attraction’ 
and successor to ‘Three Little 
Pigs.” Conservative opening given. 
‘Rothschild’ being shown here at 
reg admish prices, which is some- 
thing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25) 
—The Crime Doctor’ (Radio) and 
‘Let’s Be Ritzy’ (U) dual. At new 
low price, two-bits any time, getting 
along for expected $3,200, good. Last 
week, ‘Finishing School’ (Radio) 
and ‘Heat Lightning’ (WB), $3,100. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Queen Christina’ (MGM) and 
‘Dark Hazard’ (FN) two good ones, 
big from start, opening noon mat 
1,000 in audience to see KOL’s ‘Car- 
nival Hour’ broadcast from stage. 
Week’s biz looks like $4,300, snappy. 
Last week, ‘Going Hollywood’ 
(MGM) and ‘Six of a Kind’ (Par) 
dual, $3,600, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) —‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par). 
Giving big billing to Bing, looks to 
do around $7,200. Last week, ‘Tar- 
zan and His Mate’ (MGM), no ap- 
peal for the average class of this 
clientele, and weak at slow. $4,800. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 15-25-35) 
a Happened One Night’ (Col). 
Final eight days, $3,500. Last week, 
tenth of same film, $4,400, very okey. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35) — ‘Catherine the Great’ (UA). 
Into second week, indicated around 
$2,500 not warranting holdover. 
Good. Last week, same film, $4,700, 
good. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). 
Billed as ‘important picture of 
decade’ with no fanfare opening, 
but heavy advertising. $11,000 is 
smacko, Last week, dark. 

Paramount (Evergreen) 
25-35) — ‘Laughing Boy’ (MGM). 
Novarro in first big letters, then 
Veiez, and top billing also for vaude 
acts, which have been meaning 
something here; expected to do 
$5,000. That’s poor. Last week, 
‘Bottoms Up’ (Fox) and stage, 
dandy $6,900. 











(3,106 ; 





Minneapolis, May 7, 

Caliber of current and underlined 
entertainment leaves little to be de. 
sired, but box office results stil] af-« 
ford just cause for complaint. 

In this largest of all Scandinavian 
communities, one naturally would 
think that names like Olsen, which 
really mean something in the enter- 
tainment firmament, would spell box 
office power. But it apparently just 
isn’t so. Local Swedes, who con- 
stitute the major portion of the 


population here, apparently don't 
keep very close track of their own 
people’s stage, screen and radio ac- 
complishments or, if they do, they 
don’t have much yen to see them 
perform when such attendance in- 
volves forking across dough. 


The latest to suffer from this 
seeming apathy is George Olsen and 
his orchestra, who opening encoun- 
tered a most disappointing response 
at the State. Of course, Olsen’s 
laurels have been garnered almost 
entirely in the east but his mild re- 
ception comes on the heels of the 
cold shoulder that Olsen and John- 
son, Greta Garbo and Gloria Swan- 
son have been getting here lately. 
However, critics and customers are 
waxing so enthusiastic over Olsen 
and his music and Miss Shutta and 
her singing that it’s a thousand to 
one shot that biz will build strongly 
during the week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
40)—‘Gambling Lady’ (WB). A 
good picture as films go and well 
liked by patrons, but is getting very 
little attention from the public. Miss 
Stanwyck no magnet here. May not 
go above $4,000. Poor. Last week, 
*‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par), $6,000, 
Fair. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 
40)—‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (FN), 
A smash hit here, Exciting raves 
galore and bound to benefit from 
word-of-mouth boosting by pleased 
customers. Despite lack of cast 
names, going along at a fast clip. 
Opened two days ahead of schedule 
due to pulling of ‘Glamour’ after tifth 
day and should get at least $9,000 
for the seven days. Big. Last week, 
‘Glamour’ (U), departed after five 
days, $1,500. Poor. 


State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-55)— 
‘You’re Telling Me’ (Par) and 
George Olsen and 
Ethel Shutta on stage. Only stage 
show in town and first one here in 
a number of weeks. Olsen and 
Shutta names not so well-known 
here, however, and offering got off 
to a weak start. Customers and 
critics shouting praises and patron- 
age is certain to climb throughout 
week. Picture okeh, but no box- 
office help. Disappointing opening 
may prevent gross from topping 
$10,000, which is below what at- 
traction merits. Last week, ‘Mys- 
a of Mr. X’ (MG), $5,000. Pretty 
good. 


World (Steffes) (850; 25-35-50- 
75)—‘Henry VIII’ (UA). Sixth and 
last week. Went over with a bang 
here and made plenty of dough for 
this sure-seater, About $2,000 in« 


25-35 


dicated. Good. Last week, $2,100, 

Fine. 4 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 

‘Bolero’ (Par). Looks like about 


$2,000. Fair. Last week, ‘As Earth 
Turns’ (WB), $2,800. Good. 

_Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25) — 
‘Come on Marines’ (Par). Dandy 
type of picture and swell cast for 
this house. May hit fine $3,000, 
Last week, ‘Lazy River’ (MG), 
$1,800. Light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25) — 
‘David Harum’ (Fox). Second loop 
run. Should reach good $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Queen Christina’ (MG), sec- 
ond loop run, $2,000. Good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25) — 
‘Carolina’ (Fox), ‘Hips, Hips, Hoo- 
ray’ (Radio), third and second loop 
runs, respectively, and ‘I Believed 
in You’ (Fox), first run. Perhaps 
$1,000. Pretty good. Last week, 
‘Son of a Sailor’ (FN), second loop 
run, and ‘Ever Since Eve’ (Fox), 
first run, $800. Light. 





Jones’ 15 Chapters 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Popularity of his last serial is 
prompting Universal to inerease 
Buck Jones’ new cliffhanger, ‘Red- 
head From Sundog,’ from the usual 
12 to 15 chapters. 

Janet Chandler is the lead, with 
Grant Withers, Margaret Lamar, 
Richard Kramer, William Desmond 
and Walter Miller set in the cast. 
Serial is scheduled to start on May 
14, under supervision of Henry 
MacRae, Louis Friedlander direct- 





ing. ‘Redhead’ was scripted by Ella 
O'Neill from the W. C. Tuttie rale- 
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Last week ‘Jimmy the Gent’ (WB) 
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Roxy Gang with Flapper Fi im NS.G.; 
Hitler's Reign, Only $2,000, Bad; 
20th Century, Palace, Chi, $21,000 


Chicago, May T. 

Chicago is now suffering from a 
condition of box-office lassitude 
brought about by two factors, the 
entrance of an upping May ther- 
mometer and the business calm 
awaiting the arrival of the World’s 
Fair storm, Everybody is busy 
painting houses, remodeling fronts, 
stocking in new merchandise and 
generally getting ready for the 
World's Fair mobs and so no one 
has any time for entertainment. 

This is even the case of the 
theatres themselves. They are not 
half so intent on doing business to- 
day as in sprucing up their houses 
so they will do extra good business 
when the Fair mobs hit the burg. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B& K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
e—‘Twenty Million Sweethearts’ 
(WB) and Roxy and gang on the 
etage. Gross is disappointing this 
week. Wrong combination. People 
who like Roxy gang don’t like film 
and vice versa. B. & K. has a habit 
of making booking judgments in 
this fashion. They imagine by the 
‘strategy’ of booking diametrically 
opposed attractions they will bring 
in both types of fans. But history 
has proven that they succeed only 
in keeping both sets of theatregoers 
out of the house. Hardly looks 
better than $27,000, mangy, this 
week. Last week ‘Bottoms Up’ 
(Fox) held nicely to $32,900. 

McVickers (B & K) (2,284; 25-35- 
65)—‘Stand Up and Cheef* (Fox). 
Picture not getting anywhere. One 
week only. ‘Viva Villa’ (MG) set 
to replace, May top $10,000 but not 
by much, which is box-office mal- 
nutrition. ‘Tarzan and Mate’ (MG) 
took $15,800 for its 10-day ride, sad. 

Majestic (Jones) (1,650; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hitler’s Reign’ (Cummins). Ready 
to blow after three weeks. Whole 
booking was ruined by a flood of 
‘mistakes made by Sam Cummins 
on legal angles and on advertising. 
Had a chance for money but muffed 
all along the line. The word for 
this one is ‘fiasco.’ Under $2,000 
now and out. House will close for 
a week and plans to open on May 
18 with a vaudfilm policy at 1l5c 
and 25c. 

Oriental (B & K) (3,200; 25-35- 
4°)—‘Lazy River’ (MG) and vaude. 
Down to $11,000. Reputed $6,000 
in red ink. Last week hardly better 
at $12,100 for ‘Let's Be Ritzy’ (U). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83)— 
"Twentieth Century’ (Col) and 
vaude. Overhead hops on Win- 
chell’'s in-person salary ($7,000); 
may take $21,000. Last week ‘Sisters 
Under the Skin’ (Col) managed 
$17,300. 

Roosevelt (B & K) (1,500; 25-35- 
453)—‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG). 
House has perked lately and has 
spruced at the box-office. Currently 
maybe $7,000, good enough for this 
house to make money. Last week 
‘Six of a Kind’ (Par) held to $5,100, 
on the edge. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 


40)—'Countess of Monte Cristo’ 
(U) and vaude. Look for $13,000. 
Last week ‘Keep ’em_ Rolling’ 


(Radio) okay at $11,100. 

United Artists (B & K-UA) (1,700; 
$5-45-65)—‘Rothschild’ (UA). May 
stay our weeks at pace. Sure fire 
click throughout though a tendency 
towards weakness in the afternoons. 
Last week socking $25,800 for 
o, ener and looks capable of sticking 
to $16,000 for the follow-up session. 





‘CHEER,’ $11,000, FAIR; 
HEAT SOCKS NEWARK 


Newark, May 7. 
It wasn't going to be a good week 
anyway with only Proctor’s hav- 
ing a good start but all hopes were 
smashed when a tropical wave hit 


amidships with grosses now de- 
pending entirely on the tempera- 
ture. Anyway, the week end has 
been sunk. Proctor’s may come in 
with $11,000 or a little more and 
the rest will be nowhere. 


‘Damaged Lives’ at the Shubert 
is proving no sensation and while 
it is holding over. that will be all. 
The last week for the Broad is an- 
nounced. 

Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2.966; 15-65)— 
‘Glamour’ (U) and ‘Modern Hero’ 
(WB). Passable around $6,500. 
Last week ‘Registered Nurse’ (FN) 
and ‘Love Birds’ (U) okay with $8,- 
906. 

Capito! (WE) (1,200: 15-25-35- 


50)— ‘Riptide’ (MG) and ‘Melody in 


Spring’ (Par). Shearer should pull 
something on second run but in 
this heat not much over $3,000. 





and ‘Good Dame’ (Par) weak at 
$3,600. 

Little (Franklin) (299: 35-50)— 
‘Ja, Treu ist die Soldatenliebe’ 
(Kinematrade) and ‘Traum von 
Scheonbrunn’ (General). Nothing 
here. Maybe $400. Last week ‘Die 
Tochter des Regiments’ (General) 
and ‘Der Brave Suender’ (Assoc. 


Kinema). Anny Ondra meant noth- 
ing and bad at $400. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘Looking for Trouble’ (UA) and 
‘Hollywood Music Box Revue.’ No 
pull even at the opening and will 
be bad at $9,000. Last week ‘Tar- 
zan’ failed to beat a fair $14,000. 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,248; 
15-99) ‘Witching Hour’ (Par) and 
‘Sweet and Lowdown.’ Hasn't ap- 


pealed and will be bad at $8,000. 
Last week ‘Crime Doctor’ (RKO) 
with Ozzie Nelson near a good $15,- 
000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
55-60-75-85)—‘Stand Up and Cheer’ 
(Fox) and vode. Opened nicely 
with the Rex Cole Mountaineers 
drawing in some and maybe good 
under the conditions at $11,000 or 
even better. 

Terminal (Skouras) 1,900; 15-25- 
40)—‘No Greater Glory’ (Col) and 
‘Finishing School (Radio) with 
‘Backstage Mystery’ (Capitol) and 
‘Bottoms Up’ (Fox). Probably $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Three on Honey- 
moon’ (Fox) and ‘Murder in Trini- 
dad’ (Fox) with ‘Hell on Earth’ 
(Aeolian) and ‘Spitfire’ (Radio) 
okay at $4,300. 


Viva Villa,’ $16,000; 
Vanities’ Unit, $10,000; 
Providence Is Ducky 


Providence, May 7. 

Main stem appears to be in a 
fairly good condition in spite of a 
very confusing start. Plenty of 
drawing attractions, and with half 
a break grosses should be in the 
higher brackets before the final tally 
is made. 

Fay’s and Loew's State, both 
combo houses, are the big noises. 
Fay’s is plenty forie with Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ on the stage. Doing 
four shows daily, and with the aid 
of tilted prices house is looking to 
breaking records with a nifty $10,000 
gross. 








Estimates for This Week 
Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Regis- 
tered Nurse’ (FN), and ‘Vanities’ on 
stage. Revue is doing all the plug- 
ging this week. Prices have been 
made uniform all over the house for 
this week only, management doing 
away with lower scale entirely. 
With four shows daily, and the 
slight tilt indications are house can 
gross at least $10,000 or more with 
the proper breaks. Last week, ‘Ro- 
mance in Trinidad’ (Fox), and ‘Har- 
lemania’ revue was the best thing 
in town at $7,300, swell. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-25-40)— 
‘Viva Villa’ and vaudeville. Wal- 
lace Beery has plenty of box office 
friends in this town. He will draw 
where the vaude won't. Though 
opening was tepid week-end climb 
indicates house should have no diffi- 
culty in garnering at least $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Sorrell and Son’ (MG) 
was plenty bad news at $8,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Bottoms Up’ (Fox), and ‘Crosby 
Case’ (U). Has a slight edge over 
opposish on same street, but gross 
will not be anything sensational, 
apparently. Just now the outlook 
augurs no more than $5,500, so-so. 
Last week, ‘The Earth Turns’ and 
‘Love Birds’ (U); it’s a toss-up as 
to which picture did the pulling for 
a weak $4,800. 


Paramount (2,200: 15-25-40)— 
‘You're Telling Me’ (Par), and 
‘Wharf Angel’ (Par). Though the 


cricks have been very nice, there’s 
nothing to indicate that this week 
will shake off the spell of lethargy 
house has been in the grip of for the 
last couple of months; at the most 
$4,000, tepid. Last week, ‘Trumpet 
Blows’ (Par), and ‘Twin Husband’ 
(Chest), was sour grapes, too, at 
$3.900. 

RKO Albee 
‘20th Century’ (Col), and ‘Sisters 
Under the Skin’ (Col). If the fans 
don’t buy the house isn’t to blame 
as the ballyhoo was good. Indica- 
tions are for at least $7,000: oke. 
Last week, ‘Where Sinners Meet’ 
(Radio), and ‘I'll Tell the World’ 
(U) started off well, but took a ter- 
rific slide to a very poor $3,500. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Voice in the Night’ (Col), and 
‘Spitfire’ (Radio). House back again 
to split week after three weeks’ try 
at full week programs; no more 
than $1,200 for four days. Last 
week, ‘Crime Doctor’ (Radio), and 
‘Social Register’ (Col), didn’t stand 


(2.200; 15-25-40)— 


Tacoma Fairish 





Tacoma, May Tf. 

Wide open bust in price war 
spreads into the suburbans, with 
all nabors cutting back to the old 
dime prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15 
25)—‘Bolero’ (Par) and ‘This Man 
is Mine’ (Radio) dual. Maybe okay 
$3,000. Last week, first of dual- 
low price policy, ‘ Melody in Spring’ 
(Par) and ‘As Earth Turns’ (WB) 
oke, $3,100. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 15-25)—‘Tar- 
zan’ (MGM) and ‘Poor Rich’ (U), 
dual. Penciled for full week. Look 
for $2,800, fair. Last week, ‘Men 
in White’ (MG) four days, good, 
$1,900; ‘I'll Tell the World’ (U), 
heavy billing for this new Lee Tracy 
pix, and ‘S.O.S. Iceberg’ (U), dual, 
$1,400, good, for week’s $3,300, okay. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (750; 15- 
25)—‘Forgotten Men’ (Jewel) and 
‘Search for Beauty’ (Par) dual, first 
half; then ‘Good Dame’ (Par) and 
‘Funny Little Bunny’ played up for 
last half. Expected $1,600.~ Last 
week, ‘Lone Cowboy’ (Par) and 
‘Let's Be Ritzy’ (U) dual, split with 
‘Wharf Angel’ (Par) for steady 
$1,600. Oke. 


Villa’ Balto’s Big 
One at $19,500: 
20th’ 156, Mild 


Baltimore, May T. 

Bevy of b. 0. beacons are bright- 
ening the burg currently. Only, but 
big, factor detracting from biz is the 
excessively humid weather. ‘Viva 
Villa’ at the Century is topping the 
town and by a considerable margin. 
House has shaved its vaudeville and 
is opening hour earlier each a. m. to 
facilitate handling of throngs. At 
pace evinced over week-end, looks 
like a grand $19,500 week. 

At the indie vaudfilmer, Hipp, 
‘20th Century’ and stage-show em- 
bracing Georgie Price drifted slowly 
over the week-end and disappointed. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 

40-55-66)—‘Viva Villa’ (MG) and 
four acts. Ushers rode herd each 
eve over first three day’s gallop, and 
the mats are holding well. Snagging 
kingly $19,500. Last week (Roths- 
child’ (UA) big at $24,000. Lobby- 
lockouts every night caused turn- 
aways that represented, in cold cash, 
estimated $3,000 loss. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-66)—‘20th Century’ (Col) 
and stage show. Building slowly. 
Price on stage. Pocketing $15,000, 
under initial hopes. Last week 
‘Finishing School’ (Radio) and 
‘Bottoms Up’ $14,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
30-35-40-50)—Tell the World’ (U). 
Giving the house an oke $4,300. Last 
week, in five days, ‘Wharf Angel’ 
(Par) moderate at $3,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-35- 
40-50)—‘Cheer’ (Fox). Slew of 
names, fact it’s the only tune-show 
on tap currently, regal reception 
from reviewers—all factors merge 
and house is sailing to slashing 
$6,000, which augurs holdover. Last 
week ‘Men Are Dangerous’ (Fox), 
nice at $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 
‘Good Dame’ (Par). Fluttering to 
poor $8,000. Last week ‘Sweet- 
hearts’ (FN) mild at $11,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,000; 35- 
40-55) (2-a-day) ‘Rothschild’ (UA). 
New policy offed bit lamely. Ad 
space in dailies 47s been trebled. 
Might build, but a bettering of mild 
$3,200 appears highly dubious. Last 
week grind ‘Damaged Lives’ (indie) 
grabbed oke $3,200 on second ses- 
sion. Fortnight total, $9,200. 


‘SCANDALS,’ ‘CARGO,’ 
‘GLORY’ 0.K. IN BHAM 


* Birmingham, May 7. 

Bill of fare is more encouraging 
this week. 

Alabama, Empire and Ritz will do 
the larger part of the biz this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
40) — ‘Scandals’ (Fox). Despite 
week-end rain, away to a jam-up 
good start and a neat pile, around 
$8,200. Last week, ‘You’re Telling 
Me’ (Par) and Ray Teal stage show 
for four days, followed by ‘Trumpet 
Blows’ (Par) for rest week, $6,500, 
fair. 
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An advance dose of summer 
weather, arriving Saturdawv (5) and 
continuing to yesterday (Monday), 
is having an immediate effect on 
Broadway grosses. Some of the 
theatres put their cooling systems 
into operation in an effort to com- 
pete with the beaches. 

Saturday’s business wasn't so bad 


but on Sunday New York was 
vi. tally deserted. 
As a result the Music Hall, 


Capitol and Rivoli are dividing the 
business this week with the Strand 
fourth best on its second week of 
‘Twenty Million Sweethearts.’ 

Hall, set back by the weather 
after a good start with ‘Twentieth 
Century, has a chance for $70,000 
which is okay considering. The 
Cap ought to get $44,000 on ‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama.’ House will 
chance a holdover with the Gable- 
Powell picture plus Lanny Ross and 
Jack Benny on the stage. 

A total of four weeks is looked 
for on ‘We're Not Dressing’ which 
points to $21,000 this week, its 
second, at the Rivoli. House is so 
rigged up now that a month’s run 
is not fantastic. 

Strand will probably be just 
short of $20,000 on its holdover and 
will try a third week. 

The Hitler item at the Mayfair, 
‘Hitler’s Reign of Terror,’ opened 
strong but after two days and bad 
reviews the cork was out. First 
week was $14,000, higher than the 
house has done in a long time, and 
spot is spending a reported $2,500 
on ads for the holdover. 

Among the theatres taking it on 
the chin this week, the Paramount 
is winging more than the others. 
With ‘Doubie Door,’ may sink to 
its record low of $14,000. Bebe Dan- 
iels and Ben Lyon, booked on a per- 
sonal with this picture, cancelled a 
few days before opening date. 

‘Viva Villa’ closed at the Criterion 
Sunday night (6) after a final week 
(third) of $6,800, but at the Astor 
‘Rothschild’ continues stoutly. Last 
week, its seventh, take was $21,500 

Estimates For This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2)— 
‘Rothschild’ (UA) (8th week). Ar- 
liss picture $21,500 last week and 
maintaining its fine strength. First 
five days this week $15,500. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
stage show. Jack Benny and Lanny 
Ross on personals contributing to 
draft that augurs $44,000, good. 
Decision on holdover reached 
yesterday afternoon (Monday). Last 
week, second of ‘Tarzan,’ $21,000, 
a precipitous dive from the initial 
$48,000, 

Casino (2,100; 25-35-55)—‘Whirl- 
pool’ (Col) and vaude. Business 
better than on first week of combi- 
nation shows and perhaps $7,000. 


Last week Finishing School 
(Radio) only $6,000. 
Criterion (875; $1.10-$1.65-$2)— 


‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Closed Sunday 
night (6) getting but $6,800 on its 
final week of a 3% weeks’ run. 
House dark. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Hit- 
ler’s Reign of Terror’ (Jewel) (2nd 
week). Started its holdover yester- 
day (Monday) after first seven 
days of $14,000; under expecta- 
tions, but okay for house. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-66-75) ‘Stand 
Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and vaude. 
May stretch to $12,000, a little over 
average. Last week, one day of 
‘Earth Turns’ (WB) and six of 
‘This Man Is Mine’ (Radio) under 
$11,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-99) 
‘Double Door’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. A brutal $15,000 or under, 
dangerously close to the $14,000 low 
of house, Last week ‘Witching 
Hour’ (Par) with George Jessel 
and Ethel Merman on the stage, 
just under $20,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (6,945; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65) ‘Twentieth Century’ 
(Col) and stage show. May hurdle 
$70,000, okay, but won't hold over. 
Heat may cost this house $10,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Stand Up and 


Cheer’ (Fox) better than antici- 
pated, $60,000. 
Rialto (2,000; 40-55-75-85) ‘Suc- 


lucky to hit $7,500. 
Made Her Bed’ 
right for house. 


Last week ‘She 
(WB) $8,000, all 





Ritz (Wilby) (1.600: 25) — ‘Wild 
Cargo’ (Radio). Looks like a fair 
repeat of ‘Bring ’Em Back’ and close 
to $3,000. Last week, ‘Death Takes | 
a Holiday’ (Par), $2,500. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25)—‘No! 
Greater Glory’ (Col). Away to a 
juicy start and stands a chance for 
a second week, $3,500. Last week 
‘Easy to Love’ (WB), $2,000. 
Strand (Wilby) (800; 36)—"Hold | 
That Girl’ (Fox). Moderate $1,900 








up so well at $2,200 for the week. 


Last week, ‘Massacre’ (FN) one of | 
best of the year here, $1,599. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85), ‘We're 


Not Dressing’ (UA) (2d week). 
Hiolding up well and will be near 
$21,000, First week a big $31,600. 


RKO Center (3,525; 25-40), ‘This 
Man Is Mine’ (Radio) four days, | 
and ‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par), three 
days. Doubleton unlikely to mount 
sour $6,000. ‘Lost Patrol’ (Radio) 
and ‘Bottoms Up’ (Fox) previous 
week, $7,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65), 
Greater Glory’ (Col) and = stage 


‘No 


Summer Heat Socks Broadway 
But ‘Century $70,000 at M. HH; 
| Cap $44,000, Par Near New Low 


Last week $21.000 on ‘Journal of a 
Crime’ (WB) 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85), ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (WRB) (2d 
week). Holds a third week after 
business on second week that indi- 
cates just under $20,000. Initial 
seven days, $26,200. 

State (2.300; 35-55-75), ‘Gambling 
Lady’ (WB) and vaude. Not so 
much likely this week, maybe $15.,- 
000. Last week personal of Joe 
Penner, with ‘Catherine’ (UA) on 


screen, a good $27,000. 


K. C. Gives $13,000 to 
See Home Girl, Sally 
Rand; ‘Cheer’ $7,000 


Kansas City, May 6. 

Biggest surprise of the year was 
given the independent exhibitors 
when the Royal, Paramount's little 
second stringer, announced Satur- 
day it was showing ‘The House of 
Rothschild,’ which closed the night 
before at Loew's Midland. 

Not a word of the showing of the 
picture at the Royal was given out 
until the ads appeared in the morn- 
ing papers Saturday morning, and 
the managers are dizzy trying to 
figure out ‘how come,’ as never 


before has a picture shown at the 
Midland been released to opposition 
without due protection. The Royal 
is showing the picture for 25 and 
40 cents, the same prices charged 
during the original run at the Mid- 
land. The 40-cent night scale at the 
Midland for the ‘Rothschild’ picture 
was only temporary as the 25-cent 
price for all seats at any time is 
back again for ‘Viva Villa,’ now 
showing. 

Mainstreet, with Sally Rand’s 
unit and ‘Journal of a Crime’ is 
trying a new scale of prices: 25 
cents until one ’clock, 35 cents until 
six, then balcony, 35, and lower floor, 
50 cents, tax included. Previously 
the scale has been 25 and 40 cents 
for straight pictures and 25, 40 and 
60 when stage shows were offered. 
As this is Sally Rand’s real home, 
where she, as Billy Beck, broke into 
the show business, and where she 
was raised and schooled, it is ex- 
pected she will draw heavily for the 
full week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Journal of a Crime’ (FN), and 
Sally Rand unit. Management gave 
all the space to ‘The Kansas City 
girl who made the World’s Fair 
Famous’ and she in return gave the 
house a great opening and week- 
end play. Expected to draw pretty 
close to $13,000, big. Last week, 
‘Los Patrol’ (Radio) and ‘Sing and 
Like It’ (Radio), $5,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,000; 25) — 
‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Splurged heavily 
in the papers and with Wallace 
Beery’s name in big type, this one 
had the lines forming early. In for 
a good week for around $15,000. 
Last week, ‘House of Rothschild’ 
(UA), turned in $16,000; good. 
Newman (Par) (1,800; 25) — 
‘Melody in Spring’ (Par) and ‘The 
Women in His Life’ (Metro). First 
time the house has shown a Metro 
picture for years, but the billing 
was given to ihe Lanny Ross musi- 
cal. Expected to hold up nicely at 
the bargain prices for around $8,000. 
last week, ‘We’re Not Dressing’ 
(Par) and ‘You Can’t Buy Every- 
thing’ (Par). Bing Crosby certainly 
had ’em coming steadily and the 
checkup was reported as $10,000. 
Tower (Rewot) (2,400; 25)—‘Suc- 
cess at Any Price’ (Radio) and 
stage show. House is getting a nice 
week end play, especially from the 
vaudeville lovers. In spite of strong 
opposition should take about $4,500 
Last week, ‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) 
and stage show, got $5,000. 

Royal (Par) (800; 25-40)—‘House 
of Rothschild’ (UA). Following 
without a break from the Midland 
the picture is expected to get around 








$2,000. Last week the second of 
‘Narcotic’ (Ind), $1,200. 
Uptown (Box) (2,040; 25-40) — 


‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). Right 
down the alley for the youngsters 
and they gave it a regular play 
Indications are for around $7,000 
Last week, ‘Three on a Honeymoon 
(Fox), $2,500. 


Barbara Robbins Set 
Hollywood, May 7. 


Barbara Robbins, from easter: 
legit, arrives here tonight (Monday) 





to have the fermme lead in Radio's 
‘A Hat, A Coat, A Glove.’ 

Irene Dunne returns to the same 
lot after a New York visit. Her 





show. About $19,000 presaged, mild. 


next will be ‘Age of Innocence.’ 
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Philadelphia Brightens 





‘Rothschild’ 


a Smacko—'‘Villa’ $15,500— 


‘Upper World’ and Vaude, $14,000 





Philadelphia, May T. 

All indications point to some swell 
business in the downtown picture 
houses this week. In fact, unless 
signs fail, it should be the best 
stanza in a couple of months. 

Aldine is hitting on all cylinders 
still with ‘House of Rothschild.’ In 
fact, Wednesday, last day of the 
first full week of this Arliss picture, 
was bigger than the opening day 
and since then, despite heavy rains 
(Thursday and Friday) attendance 
has held up consistently. With the 
week-end bringing better weather, 
‘Rothschild’ figures to get $17,000 or 
better on its second week, as against 
the first week’s $23,000—record biz 
for the Aldine. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘House 
of Rothschild’ (UA). Still a sensa- 
tion, and even bad weather at. start 
of second week failed to dent trade 
a great deal. $17,000 not too op- 


timistic. Last week, $23,000—break- 
ing house record. 

‘Arcadia (600; 25-40-50) — ‘Show 
Off (Par). Second downtown show- 


ing. Should get a fair $2,100. Last 
week ‘Scandals’ (Fox). Third down- 
town showing, and not so forte at 
$1.800. 

‘Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—‘Viva 
Villa’ (MG). Plenty of campaign 
and good but not sensational start. 
Should get $15,500 and hold for sec- 
ond week. Last week ‘Melody in 
Spring’ (Par). Pretty flat at $10,000, 
despite fine notices. 


Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Upper 
World’ (WB) and vaude. Not a 
name on the eight-act bill. Start 


slow. and combination will be lucky 
to get $14,000. Last week ‘Success 
at Any Price’ (Radio) and vaude. 


George Price headlining. Off from 
house’s recent pace. $17,000. 
Fox (3,000: 30-40-60) —‘Now I'll 


Tell’ (Fox) and stage show. Sally 
O'Neil in Lindsay’s ‘Town Topics’ 
revue’ headlining. With better 
weather a fairly good $16,000 is in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Such Women 
Are Dangerous’ (Fox) and stage 
show. First part of week good, but 
rains hurt. Got expected $15,000, 
anyway. 

Karlton (1,100; 309-40-50)—‘Let’s 
Be Ritzy’ (U). Ordinary $3,000 ex- 
pected. Last week ‘Countess of 
Monte Cristo’ (U). A couple of hun- 
dred dollars under the figure. $2,800. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Tarzan’ 
(MG). Plenty of ballyhoo, but Fri- 
day start was somewhat under ex- 
pectations. Saturday better, how- 
ever, and pix should gross $15,000 
and hold. Last week ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB). Only $4,090 in 
last three days. Rather flat nine- 
day stay. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘I'll Tell 
the World’ (U). Opening today 
(Monday) as house changes opening 
date from Saturday. Last week 
‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par). Only $7,000 
in seven days—not so hot. 


DRESSING’-SWANSON 
STAND OUT IN DETROIT 


Detroit, May 7. 

Outstanding films in two first-run 
houses are fighting the weather for 
the business this week. Unusual 
summer heat wave is pulling them 
out into the open, with the b.o. do- 
ing a runner-up. 

Fox with ‘Crazy Quilt’ on stage 
and ‘20th Century’ on screen is run- 
ning third, with ‘Rothschild’ at tho 
United Artists and ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ on screen at the Michi- 
gan, coupled with Gloria Swanson 
in person taking a_ strong lead. 
Other houses have less to offer, 
with the Fisher taking a second 
week of ‘20 Million Sweethearts’ 
and the Downtown playing ‘Murder 
in Trinidad. State closed Thurs- 
day (3) for the summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Ind) (5,100; 15-55-35-40-55) 
‘20th Century’ (Col) and. stage 
show not so good at $19,000. Last 
week ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) 
and stage, mild at $20,000. 

Michigan (Par) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55) ‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par) 
and Gloria Swanson in_ person. 
Look to $24,000, fine. Last week ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (WB) and 
stage fair, $21,000. 

United Artists (Par) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40-55) ‘Rothschild’ (WB). 
Bang up biz, $23,000. Last week 
‘Men in White (MG) nice $7,500. 

Downtown (RKO) (2,665; 15-25- 
35-40) ‘Murder in Trinidad’ (Col). 
Blah $2,000 suggested. Last week 
‘No Greater Glory’ (Col) fair $6,000 
for 10 days. 

Fisher (Par) (2,750; 15-25-35-40) 


‘20, Million Sweethearts’ (WB). 
Only $3,000, poor, in sight. Last 


week 


$4,000. 


‘Harold Teen’ (Par) mild 


+ 








‘Honorable Guy’ Plus 
‘Harlem Secrets’ Unit, 
$6,700, Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, May 7. 
Exceptionally heavy night busi- 
ness more than made up for slack 
matinee trade and put George Arliss 
in ‘House of Rothschild’ into the big 
money class locally at Loew's Pal- 


ace with a swift pace that indicates 
a smacko gross of $10,000. The only 
other house in town that attracted 
any attention at all over the week- 
end was the Lyric, with Joe E. 
Brown proving a magnet in ‘Very 
Honorable Guy’ on the screen, while 
the ‘Secrets of a Harem’ unit on 
the stage helped enough to insure a 
take of $6,700. This means a neat 
profit. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). 
Disappointing, with no better than 
a lukewarm $4,000 showing up. Last 
week ‘Three on a Honeymoon’ (Fox) 
was a mediocre at $3,250. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—We're Not Dressing’ (Par). Hold- 
over seems to be unwarranted, with 
biz lagging to $3,000. Last week the 
same picture vas very sweet with a 
gross of $7,600. 

Ind'ana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 20-25- 
40)—‘Massacre’ (FN) and ‘Crime 
Doctor’ (Radio) dualed. Won't hit 
more than a dreary $2,500. Last 
week was brutal at $2,000 with 
‘Come On; Marines’ (Par) and ‘His 
Double Life’ (Par). 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Very Honorable Guy’ (FN) and ‘Se- 
crets of Harem’ unit on stage. Doing 
very much all right at $6,700. Last 
week ‘Glamour’ (U) and vaude was 
just fair at $5,750. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Rothschild’ (20th Cent). Best in 
months, with take of $10,000 looming 
up. Last week ‘Tarzan’ (MG) was 
good at $7,000. 


OMAHA FAIRLY GOOD: 
ROTHSCHILD’ $6,500 


Omaha, May 7. 
Possibilities continue even up at 
the b. o.’s with somewhat better at- 
tractions in all houses to offset the 
incoming gusts of warmer weather. 
Paramount stands by its reinstated 


single feature policy with ‘Roths- 
child,’ and will probably not find 
the going lucrative as Arliss is a 
hard number to sell in this town. 

Brandeis moves opening up to 
Thursday to be day and date with 
Hollywood on ‘Twenty Million 
Sweethearts,’ and with the eight 
day run should find $6,000. 

Outside competition negligible as 
the only other theatrical attraction 
of the week is a single performance 
of the University of Nebraska’s 
Kosmet Klub's ‘The Campus Cop’ 
at Central high. This all-male mu- 
sical comedy would hardly cut in 
except that it is a benefit for the 
LDee-News free milk and ice fund 
and was plugged the limit. 

Last week was disappointing all 
around and hard to account for ex- 
cept that too much was expected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,200; 20-25- 
35)—‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (FN). 
Carries a running mate in ‘A Very 
Honorable Guy’ (FN). In on an 
eight day run and the beneficiary 
of a special advance campaign, pix 
should bring another of those top 
weeks around $6,000. Last week 
‘Lost Patrol’ (Radio) and ‘Journal 
of a Crime’ (FN) tumbled below 
expectations under $4,000. 

Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25- 
40)—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). 
Continues the single trail started 
last week, $6,500, good. Last week 
‘Tarzan and His Mate’ (MGM) 
shouldered the task of returning 
from a double to a single feature 
penaeeee. Considerably under $7,- 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976: 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). 
bled with ‘Murder in Trinidad’ 
(Fox) as a partner. Looks to live 
up to its two precedents with a 
strong campaign behind it. $6,250. 
good. Last week ‘Trumpet Blows’ 
(Par) and ‘Registered Nurse’ (FN) 
on a dual bill, saw commendable 
week being somewhere near what 
was expected of them, $6.750. 

World (Blank) (2,100; 25-35)— 
‘Dark Hazard’ (FN). Doubled with 
‘She Made Her Bed’ (Par) will hold 
around average probably bettering 
last week’s fare. $4,000, fair enough. 
Last week ‘Looking for Trouble’ 
(UA) twin billed with ‘Midnight’ 
(U) did passable, nearly reaching 
$4,000, 








25-40) 
Dou- 





‘Madame Spy,’ Vaude, 116; 
Montreal Sees Some Biz 


Montreal, May 7. 

A couple of hold-overs, the last 
wee’: of vaudeville at Loew's and 
a stand-out pic at Palace with out- 
of-ordinary ballyhoo and tie ups 
indicate that most of the cash of 
S »w-shoppers will go to those two 
houses with the edge for the Palace, 
Moving troubles now over, but sum- 
mer weather and advent of baseball 
here will depress grosses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Stand 
Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and ‘Murder 
in Trinidad’ (Fox). Despite per- 
fect weather and baseball this 
should top the town at $11,000. Last 
week ‘Wild Cargo’ (Radio) and 
‘Sing and Like It’ (Radio). Poor 
biz at $6,500. 

Capitoi (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Rip- 
tide’ (MG) and ‘Hold That Girl’ 
(Fox) (2nd week). After a very 
good first week at $10,500 should 
gross another $7,500 currently. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65) —“Madame 
Spy’ (U) and last week of vaude. 
The vaude will bring ’em in with 
probability of $11,000. Last week 
‘From Headquarters’ (WB) and 
vaude did well at $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—‘Roths- 
child’ (UA) and ‘Chance at Heaven’ 
(Radio) (2nd week). Headed main 
stems last week with $12,000 and 
should get a further $8,000 cur- 
rently. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600;50)—‘Les MThenardiers’, 3rd 
week. Still attracting biz, $1,200 
after $1,500 last week. 


‘GLAMOUR, OKE 
$15,000, IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, May T. 


With two holdovers on the film 
programs and nothing particularly 
oustanding in the newcomers, 
there'll be no smashing of box of- 
fice records this week. Loew’s will 
get some. more profit out of the 
second week of ‘Rothschild’ and 
Shubert may, too, out of Dick 
Powell and his fellow singers. 

‘All Quiet’ revival at the St. Louis 
is attracting little attention and 
after it is over the house will go 
dark for another spell. Missouri is 
merely straining along. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 
25-35-55)—‘Glamour’ (U) and Ed 
Lowry on stage. Good $15,000. Last 
week ‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par) 
got about the same. 

Fox (F. & M.) (5,000; 25-35-55) 
—‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and 
‘Murder in Trinidad’ (Fox). Around 
$16,000... Last week ‘Wild Cargo’ 
(RKO) and ‘One Is Guilty’ (Col) 
reported at $12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) (24 
week). Headed for nice $14,000 
after opening $22,000, swell. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-40) 
—Tll Tell the World’ (U) and 
‘Witching Hour’ (Par). Figure $7,- 
000. Last week ‘You’re Telling Me’ 
(Par) and ‘Cross Streets’ near same 
tally. 

St. Louis’ (1. & M) (4,000; 25- 
40)—All Quiet’ (U) and ‘Night and 
Day.’ Expect $4,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Sisters Under Skin’ (Col) and 
‘Waltz Time’ (British) also weak, 
$4,000. 

Shubert (Warners) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Twenty Million Sweethearts’ 
(WB) (2a week). Sporting $8,000. 
Last week, same film, $12,000. 


DENVER IS ALIBI TOWN; 
‘WITCHING HOUR’ 40’S 


Denver, May 7. 


Only first-run reporting good 
business is the Aladdin with ‘Roths- 
child’ to be held third week. Looks 
to double average second week. 
Elitch Amusement park opened 
Saturday and packed. Hurting 
film houses. Old Town Hall with 
‘Ten Nights in Barroom’ sold out 
day in advance. Big crowd around 
outside did share hurting cinema 
palaces. Roads to mountains lined 
with cars, golf courses packed, Sat- 
urday and Sunday biggest days 
this year. 

Estimates For This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) (2d 
week). Holding another week. Get- 
ting $6,000 for second, excellent. 
Last week ‘House of Rothschild’ 
(UA) on its opening week of an in- 
definite run, played to capacity or 
near-capacity much of the time, 
closing with about $9,000 in the till. 
Premier with reserved seats sell out 
and with .ll the upper crust pres- 
ent. Arliss is a natural for the 
Aladdin and its choice clientele. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Witching Hour’ (Par). Poor 
draft. Around $4,000. Last week 




















‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par) did so 





‘Hub Highly Competitive; ‘Cheer’ 17156; 


‘Sweethearts, $40,000; Villa,’ $11,000 





Shea’s with ‘Meller’ 
And Unit, $17,000 
Buffalo’s Exception 


Buffalo, May T. 


With exception of Shea's Buffalo, 
business was off all around last 
week. The stage show at this de 
luxe spot helped keep takings up 
and exceHent figures were the re- 
sult. Current takings look gener- 
ally under the figures for the last 
fortnight. Century goes back to a 
single feature policy for this week 
only. 

Great Lakes remains closed, with 
no announcement as to reopening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MGM), and 
‘The New Revue’ on stage. Getting 
good start and probably will scale 
slightly under preceding week's fig- 
ure at better than $17,000. Last 
week, ‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par), 
and ‘The New Yorkers,’ unit, good, 
over $18,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Cheer’ (Fox). Plenty in publicity 
and opening business indicates $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ (MG), fell 
off from the estimates, but okay at 
$8,600. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Jour- 
nal of Crime’ (WB). Looks like slow 
business and will probably not get 
more than $5,000. Last week, ‘Har- 
old Teen’ (WB), and ‘Lazy River’ 
(MG) failed to develop business de- 
spite good anti2ipations. 





Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Crosby Case’ (U), and ‘In the 
Money’ (Invincible). Indications 


that this will be merely an average 
double feature week, probably $6,000. 
Last week, ‘No Greater Glory’ (Col), 
and ‘Charming Deceiver’ (Maj), had 
too much class for the fans and 
takings fell under $7,000. 


ALL ’BOARD FOR CONEY; 
B’KLYN- HOUSES SLUMP 


Brooklyn, May 7. 

Picture houses in the downtown 
area are hurt this week by the 
weather but the Met and Albee will 
come out okay. Week-end was 
brutal, with the major portion of 
the citizenry traipsing to Coney 
Island for its breath of air and free 
flashes on Surf avenue. 

Paramount is due-to close in two 
weeks. Fox, two blocks away, has 
a notice on the board that it will 
shut its doors same time. 

Ringling Brothers and Barnum 
and Bailey circus is in town and 
constitutes another major headache 
for theatre managers, who are 
scratching their noodles over poor 
box office attendance. 

‘Strand cropped its prices this 
week to a top of 40c and low of two 
bits. Attendance better with new 
setup. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Par) (4,000; 25-35- 
50-65)—‘Double Door’ (Par) and 
stage show featuring Ethel Merman. 
Looks like only $9,000, new low. 
Last week ‘Witching Hour’ (Par) 
did $15,000, brodie. 

Fox (Conco) (4,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘3 on a Honeymoon’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Falling to @ poor $10,500. 
Last week ‘I'll “ ell the World’ (Fox) 
$14,500. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Radio) and 








vaude featuring Aunt Jemima. Pic-| 


ture helpful. Around $17,000, oke. 
Last week ‘As the Earth Turns’ 
(WB) $14,000, weak. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) (3,- 
000, 25-35-50)—Manhattan: Melo- 
drama’ (MG) and vaude featuring 
Charlie Foy. No great shakes: at 
$20,000 but above average. Last 
week ‘Looking For Trouble’ (UA) 
no better at $14,060. 

Strand (WB) 2,000: 25-35-40)— 
‘Twenty Million Sweethearts’ (FN). 
Mebbe $8,000, fairly good at low 
scale. Last week ‘Modern Hero’ 
(WB) $5,500, blah. 





well it was held an extra day. Ex- 
cellent selling campaign by Man- 
ager Hellborn. Finished with $7,500. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; £5-35- 
50)—‘Stanl Up and Cheer’ (Fox). 
Just average at $6,000. Last week 
‘Tarzan and His Mate’ (MG) got 


$7,000. 

Orpheu: (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-55)—‘A Very Honorable Guy’ 
(FN). Fanchon & Marco. stage 
show. Hitting around $7,000. Last 
week ‘This Man is Mine (Radio) 


finished with $7,500. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Laughing Boy’ (MG). Yanked 
after three days with ‘Three on 
Honeymoon’ (Par) following. May- 
be $2,000. Last week ‘Lazy River’ 
(MG) and ‘The Show Off’? (MG), 
did only fair and closed with $2,000. 





Boston, May 7 

With circus opposish ended, Hub 
show biz breathes the relief sigh 
and now only baseball and good 
weather lure of out-of-doors are to 
be combated. Plenty pep in this 
week end's ballyhoo, biggest ‘ad’ 
pay-off in about four annums, with 
Fox, Warners, M-G-M, and Colum- 
bit contribbing smash space in the 
papers. Town sure ought to be 
show-conscious. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). Open- 
ing 10 p. m., 3d, with grand ballyhoo 
fireworks by Charlie Koerner, should 
get through a seven-day period with 
$17,500. ‘Catherine the Great’ (UA), 
which was in nine days (lacking one 
show), got $14,000. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘No Greater Glory’ (Col), and ‘Sis- 
ters Under the Skin’ (Col). Price 
down, house advertising 1,500 seats 
all times at 25 cents, children any 
time, 15 cents. Only trouble with 
current bill is that both flickers 
drippy on sentiment, with very lit- 
tle comedy. Low admish may bring 
$13,500, gilt-edged. Last week, spot 
gala at $14,500 with ‘Crime Doctor’ 
(Radio), and ‘Finishing School’ 
(Radio). 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
—Tarzan’ (MG), and vaude. Build- 
ing to excellent intake, probably 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Men in White’ 
(MG), and vaude, film bringing in 
the femmes. The brass ring at 
$15,500. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Grand splurge 
by the two Joe’s, Brennan and Di 
Pesa, on advance; good notices on 
the action stuff from the crix, and 
mighty pleasing to males. Lack of 
femme lure looks to hold it down to 
$11,000, or thereabouts, but very 
nifty profit at that. Last week, 
‘Sorrell & Son’ (UA) took it on the 
chin at $8,500. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 30-50-65)—‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (FN). Set for 
reported $40,000. Last week, ‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par), and Thurston 
on stage combined for $34,500, fine. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
55)—‘Merry Wives of Reno’ (WB), 
and ‘Double Door’ (Par). Doing 
fair, and set to garner $7,500. Last 
week, spot was off at $6,000, with 
‘As the Earth Turns’ (WB), and 
‘Three on a Honeymoon’ (Fox). 

Tremont (Isaacs) (1,600; 25-30-40) 
—Waltz Time’ (British), Evelyn 
Laye import. Estimated $3,500. 
Last week, same film, $3,800. 


Beer, Pretzels, Talking 
Shorts, Port. Opposish: 
‘Wild Cargo’ 56, Oke 


Portland, Ore., May 7. 

‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) at the 
United Artist continued to be the 
best seller. ‘Wild Cargo’ at the 
Music Box has had a big publicity 
campaign, but the b.o. result is 
doubtful. One such pic, ‘Devil 
Tiger,’ shown at the Paramount, 
was a terrific flop. 

Old American reopened under new 
management with ‘Murder at the 
Crossroads. This house will hold 
the large following built up by Ned 
Lynch. 

Sensational business being done 
at the Columbia Gardens, just 
opened, Shorts on the daylight 
screen combined with beer and pret- 
zels is a novelty for Portland. 
Rather good music and vaude acts 
round out the bill. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker). (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Come on Marines’ (Par). Will do 
well for perhaps $4,500. Last week, 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par) got 
$5,700. Pretty zBood. 

United Artist (Parker) (1,000; 25- 
49—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) 
(3rd up). Slowing down slightly. 
but doing the big biz of the burg, 
$4,600. Last week, same pic, $7.200. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-40) 
—‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) and 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col). Combo program 
Should do $3,400. Last week ‘We're 
No. Dressing’ (Par) and ‘All Men 
Are Enemies’ (Fox) dual, registered 
$3.800. 

Music Box (Hamrick; (1,400: 25- 
35)—‘Wild Cargo’ (Radio). Has 
had big exploitation and may get 
the expected, but Portland turned 
thumbs down on one animal pic and 
may do the same with this, perhaps 
$5,000. Last week ‘Gambling Lady’ 
(WB) and ‘World Fair Follies’ 
(stage show) did spiffy $6,700. 

Pantages (S&M) (1,800: 15-25)— 
‘Manhattan Love Song’ (Mono) and 








vaude. Mig t get $2,000. Last 
week ‘One Year Later’ (Maj) and 
vaude, just so-so. Don Raymond, 


local who made good, got little ex- 
tra sugar for the b.o. $2,200. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500: 25-35) 
—‘Nana’ (UA). First single shown 
here for some time Not s0 hot. 
$1,800. Last week ‘Wharf Angel’ 
(Par) and ‘Iat’s Be Ritzy’ (U). 
Around $2,300, 
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French Film House Grosses Drop 


13%, but US. 


‘eesileaadinti + 


Paris, April 28. 

Combined grosses of 228 film 
houses in Paris totaled $21,735,050 
in 1933, a decline of 2.75% under 
1932 and 9.5% under 1931. Number 
of theatres in 1932, however, was 
195 and in 1931, 198. 

This amounts to a drop of 13.5% 
in average annual revenue per seat 
for the town, which is blamed on 
the increase in the number of the- 
atres. 

Analysis of statistics reveals that 
naborhoods with low overheads are 
gaining, and the biggest losers are 
the deluxers. Notable increase is 
observed in business done by news- 
reel hou-ces, in spite of the fact that 
a lot of new ones were started. 
This is an indication of the ten- 
dency of the public toward cheap 
admission houses. 

Another feature of the figures is 
that chains, which run programs 
dictated by controlling producers, 
are having tougher sledding than 
the independents who can _ pick 
their own, as a result of the in- 
creasing select vity of the public. 

A cut in admission prices is pre- 
dicted, as well as a reduction in the 
rate of opening new cinemas. 

Of the 1933 grosses, a total of 
$4,863,000, or more than 22%, was 
paid by the theatres in taxes. 


Originals Pick Up 


Radio Gets Fast Start 


_ . * . 
On Par’s Distribution 
Paris, April 28. 

Radio Pictures is getting off with 
a bang on its new French release 
plan. 

‘Flying Down to Rio’ opened Fri- 
day (27) at the Elysees-Gaumont 
under title of ‘Carioca,’ and ‘Little 
Women’ is booked for a charity 
gala sendoff at the Edouard VII 
May 4 for the benefit of the highly 
social Junior Guild of the Ameri- 
can Cathedral Church of the Holy 
Trinity. 

Both these showcases 
among the best in town. 
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Prague, April 24. 
New type of government subsidy 


is being broached here for films. 
Regular quota system will be con- 
tingent permits to all film producers. 


Proposition is to offer two con- 


tingent permits to all film producer 


for each picture, after the first, if 
the pictures are considered good. 


‘Thunder Over Mexico’ 
Okayed by Mex Gov’t 


Mexico City, May 4. 

Civic picture censtors have ap- 
proved “Thunder Over Mexico’ after 
some protests. Film is scheduled 
for exhibition early in May at the 
Teatro Principal. House thus debuts 
as a cinema after 200 years of stage 
shows. 

Censors and high government of- 
ficials viewed the version of Serge 
Eisenstein’s epic of Mexico before 
it was okayed. 


Lack of Name Stars 
In New German Pics 
Helps U.S. in Sweden 


Stockholm, April 25. 
Swedish motion picture business 
made considerable progress during 
1933. Number of Swedish language 
films produced during the year was 





notably larger. 

Swedish pictures, chiefly because 
they are in the native language, at- 
tract the general public to a much 
greater extent than films of foreign 
origin, regardless of the quality of 
the latter. Leading Swedish pro- 
ducer during 1933 produced films in 
the Swedish language only, with the 
exception of one, which was also 
made in a Norwegian version. 


Decline of Dollar Helns Pic Biz 
In Orient, but General Trade Of 
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EXHIB’S REVENGE 


No Tax Cut So Chancellor Cut Out 
of News Reels 








London, April 28. 
Manchester branch of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Association 
has requested all members to cut 
out of the current news-reel the 
showing of the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer. 
This is designed as a protest 
against Chancellor Chamberlain's 


failure to reduce the entertainment 
tax. It is said similar action will 
be taken in the branches embracing 
Sheffield, Newcastle and Scotland. 

So far Chancellor Chamberlain's 
not reported worrying much, 


FOX’S EUROPEAN MEET 
FOR PRODUCT SETUPS 


Paris, April 28. 
Fox European managers have 
returned to their posts after a 10- 
day conference here with Clayton 








Shanghai, April 18. 

Decline in the American dollar 
has considerably eased the situation 
in respect to the importation of 
films. As income from the films igs 
in local currency, local companies 
renting them do not have so much 
difficulty in meeting drafts drawn 
on them which are in U. S. dollars. 
Also, on percentage pictures, pro- 
ducers are getting more in U. SQ 
dollars. 

Business in 1933 was not as good 
as in 1932 because the Chinese seem 
to be feeling the depression more 
keenly. Attendance at theatres all 
over China has declined. consider- 
ably, consequently, gross receipts 
have been less and as most pictures 
are on a percentage with theatres, 
the income of the distribs is pro- 
portionately less. 

Chinese films are making consid- 
able headway, in fact, it is becoming 
very difficult to release foreign films 
to third and fourth-run houses. Only 
action or comedy pictures make any 
money in these houses, and there 
are comparatively few of these 
available. 

Manchurian situation has caused 
considerable loss of business, both 
in Manchuria and the immediate 
territory. Business in North China 
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Biggest .nnual gross in town was] Then, on top of that, producers will American pictures, which had lost| Sheehan, at which plans for next 








registered by the 4,000 seater Rex, 
with $1,790,000, followed by Para- 
moun with $1,500,000 and Gaumont 
Palace with a bad $969,900. Para- 
mount figure represents a drop from 
$1,866,000 in 1932, figured at current 
exchange rates, which isn’t bad, 
everything considered. 

The leader of the houses special- 
izing in foreign language films is 
George Hirch'’s Apollo, which uses 
Warner pics on double bills, and 
which did more than $422,000 in 
933, about triple of its 1932 gross. 
Increase in the pull of American 
pictures in the original is even bet- 
ter illustrated by the record of the 
Lord Byron, tiny United Artists 
showcase, which did $226,000 on only 


be given a subsidy. 
the film turned out is not consid- 
ered good enough by the govern- 
ment, 
must continue on his own until he 
makes a film voted okay. 
that the subsidy money 
used for the next picture, 
than to stagger along with on the 
first thing that comes along. 


If, however, 


producer gets nothing and 


Idea is 
is to be 
rather 





German Pics Up 
Berlin, April 25. 
Twenty-five feature films were 


first-run here during March as com- 
pared with 14 during February. 


Of these 25 feature films 15 were 


some ground in the Swedish mar- 
ket to German pictures in 1931 and 
1932 showed a remarkable gain in 
popularity compared with German 
pictures in 1933. Swed sh point of 
view finds German pictures now too 
much influenced by new political 
ideas in Germany and the disap- 
pearance from German films of well- 
known actors because of the anti- 
Jew thing also handicaps German 
films, 

All American-made films distrib- 
uted in Sweden in 1933 were in their 
original language, with sub-titles in 
Swedish. 








year were mapped out. Among the 
pix the crowd looked over were 
‘Stand Up and Cheer,’ yeorge 
White’s ‘Scandals’ and ‘Bottoms 
Up.’ 
Those who attended were Carl 
Nielsen, Scandinavia; Bruno Fux, 
Italy; John Mansfield, Balkans and 
Near East; Peter’ Brinck, Ger- 
many; Carlo Bavetta, France, Bel- 
gium, Switzerland and North 
Africa; Walter Hutchinson, British 
Isles, and Sydney Haren, Spain. 
Fox plans to dub 12 to 15 pic- 
tures in France for next season, 
unless the quota or tax laws make 
it too expensive or impossible, and 


is very bad and the cause may be 
attributed to the trouble in Man- 
churia. Business does not seem to 
be improving in the outports; in 
fact, it seems to be the reverse. In 
the last few weeks o° the year, re- 
quests have come to distributors to 
allow theatres to play a picture 
three days instead of four, and 
three-day pictures only two days. 

Shanghai has too many theatres, 
and none of the first-run houses do- 
ing the amount of businesss they 
should. 

British films have cut into the. 
business, some in Hongkong, but 
not to any great extent. They are a 
factor of comparatively little conse- 
quence in Shanghai. 
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Sofia, April 24. 
Effects of the import restrictions 
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a further headache for theatre man-|pand figures things should stand Due to lack of capital and com- Sisk’s own choice to devote his time fia ie : » s ning the con- e 
agers, is pressure being brought tol as is. Hilles, of course, is com-| petent native artists, no films were | t® the picture end when the time wo sel Bey-sebebenelR po ped 2 
bear upon Prime Minister Henry pletely new to the film biz and| produced in Bulgaria during 1933,} Comes. McDonough, however, is cin, “lemeatian jee the aiidiaak” ine t 
by the Presbyterian Church in Can-| Teake’s activities have been limited | and as there are no studios equipped reported to feel that Sisk should there 6 = lcs likelihood of sepa 8 
ada for banning of Sunday night] to his presidency of Film Securities | for film production, it is not prob- | "main in control over both depart- ccnentinatntts a havtanh ~ peel - 
shows. ¢ faim te berepy the ponaente Corp., one-time holder of Loew| able that any films will be produced ments. s é € s. . 
are out of church at 10:00 p. m. and stock under the now famous Chase- | during 1934. McDonough already has_ with- ashen Bach 
then proceed in hundreds to a pic- | fFox-Loew deal. drawn as president of RKO the- a My $s bac \ 
ture house, according to evidence theme iinaiiin atres, because of his picture com- b aceite peeling ol here on i: } 
of individual ministers who have . * pany duties. Herman Zohbel re- |°°"* = “SFitish in con~ 
watched the departure of their Richardson, on the other hand, Yank Pics Up In Hague places him in that capacity. Miller |"@¢tion with a proposed production P 
flucks. has had certain. inside experience The Hague, April 26. | Walker takes Zohbel’s place as | f the ‘Life Story of Cecil Rhodes,’ b 
Resolution to the Prime Minister oes ae Foc il ye! ba 1933 was characterized by the treasurer of the RKO theatres. nce pag gael ol gine 9 rat S 
contends that ‘there is a tendency mee pes ae oe Ta gstot mete yf notable gain made in the num- Outside of KAO, the RKO theatre ai matted a & “oes _ on | 
in the down-town area to break 2 a. sm A on Je en Fat re eae ber of American film showings in| 8TOUP numbers around 35 theatres. ; As ists and gone back to Eng- v 
down the sanctity of the Sabbath.’ | 4™ —— oe a ase ank, this country. McDonough, for the time being, | ‘® 5 
Fact that theatre employees|came irto the ox picture, as : : continues as eside c See a 
} tei e S ‘eek | Chase’s internal watcher on Fox| .Although a considerable portion ee 58 ee oe on aoe ‘Catherine’ Oke 
should work seven nights a wee . : retains his place as executive v.p. y' 
| -.| finances during Harley L. Clarke’s|°f this regained popularity can be , ‘Catherine the Great’ (UA) h 
fi was deplored also, although over- | finances — 1g Harley L. Cle termed accidental (the boycott of|°f the parent RKO company, so atherine. the Great (UA) has 4 
ii time rates have brought no com- | journey, into Fox. Richardson step- German films having created a de-| that in a measure he is still top been doing exceptionally fine busi- ni 
f plaints from cashiers, ushers or| Ped out of Fox to become trustee|™ & hci man next to M. H. Aylesworth ness at the Union Theatres’ Royal, ti 
} projectionists. at Par, on the stated inside recom- | ™and for American films in their Heralding of the Zohbel change here. Capacity business the entire lu 
Mayor Stewart of Toronto has|™Mendation of Fox Film _ Officials — it — gett want has been made through notices that | P25t week and looks like continuing G 
also been approached to close all| through J. E. Otterson of Electrical | “merican Bims also regained COn-| he is to be president having been | ® Pit. 2: 
shows commencing at five minutes] Research Products and Bill Greaves, | siderable of their lost prestige due! jccueq to the RKO staff. Zohbel ‘Stranger’s Return’ (Radio) is the 1- 
after Sunday midnight. of Allied Owners. Both the latter] to the releasing of a number Of| currently retains his post as treas- | [€Xt offering penciled in. 
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Eckman, Krisel in N. Y. 
Qn Seasonal Confabs 


Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro head in 
England, isin New York for a h.o. 
confab. Expects to stay here about 
three weeks. 

I. Krisel, United Artists’ chief in 
China, is also in New York for his 





firms are large claim holders 
against Par. This was after Chase 
picked S. R. Kent to head Fox Film. 

However, Richardson had _ al- 
ready resigned as treasurer of Fox, 
so that in going to Par he made 
his own business detour. Chemical 
Bank is generally considered 
sponsor for Leake. Chemical 
figures largely in connection with 
the Paramount Broadway Corp., 
with whom the trustees have made 
complete settlement, subject to the 





annual 0.90, 


Court’s approval. 


films which appealed highly to the 
Dutch public. 





ENGAGEMENT CANCELLED 
London, April 28. 

Father of Victoria Hopper, after 
one week, has officially announced 
the engagement between the youth- 
ful actress and Basil Dean, man- 
ager and director, was cancelled ‘by 
mutual consent.’ 

Declined to make any further 
statement. 





urer of various RKO subsids as 
formerly. 

After the RKO receivership and 
the bankruptcy of RKO southern 
and western houses, Zohbel, as 
trustee, headed both latter outfits 
for some months. 

J. R. McDonough is now on the 
RKO payroll. That would indicate 
that McDonough’s higherups at RCA 
have willed that he will henceforth 
remain at RKO or that McDonough 
personally has expressed his prefer- 
ence for the picture biz. 











Aztec Pix in Mexico 


Mexico City, May 2. 

Ancient Aztec legends are being 
used as picture plots by Cultural 
Films, S.A., a native producer. 

Company is making a series of 
such subjects, first of which is 
‘Tletonatiuh’ (‘Son of Fire’), a tale 
of doings in 1427. Production is 
being directed by Manuel R. Ojeda. 
Ross Fisher, late of Hollywood, 14 


| cameraman. 








lo- 


n- 
ew 
ib< 
so, 
Cw 


as 
si- 
al, 
ire 


he 


ng 
ral 


is 
ale 
is 
da. 
is 

















} 








“VARIETY’S LONDON 
8 St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


OFFICE. 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 





Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5012 


VARIETY, LONDON: 13 





Double Featuring, Prod. Shortage 


Worry Japan; Silents Still Lead: 





By BURTON CRANE 
Tokyo, April 20. 

Double-featuring and shortage of 
product is playing hob with first- 
run pretensions of Tokyo houses. 
Shochiku has three (sometimes 
five) first-runners in the city. Nip- 
pon Gekijo and Hibiya Gekijo, new 
houses, ar? first-runners or noth- 
ing. Same applies to the Nikkatsu 
chain. And the group of Cinema 
Ginza, Nanmeiza, Ushigomekan and 
Meguro Kinema would like to fol- 
lo; similar policies but haven't 
been able to do so since Nippon 


and Hibivya theatres entered the 
field 

Japanese producers last year 
year turned out only 55 talkers. 


Add to these imports from abroad 
and you have only 326 features, 
gaome of them pretty bad. With 
double features, each chain or big 
house needs at least 100 a year on 
a weekly-change basis. Thus, with 
826 available, 400 definitely needed 
and 500 wanted, plenty of dogs have 
been wished on the public in re- 
eent weeks. 

First-run rentals naturally have 
rushed, upward, but film exchange 
men here declare that second-run 
revenue has eased off. 

Shochiku remains in the best po- 
sition, of course, since it has so 
many houses, but Paramount 
worked out a sy3tem for the Hibiya 
Gekijo which may be the solution 
for others. It sold a bloc of 12 
films to this relatively small house 
under an arrangement which al- 
lowed the house to dispose of sec- 
ond-run rights to three other thea- 
tres, house to make the bargains 
and collect the cash. Hibiya 
Gekijo was so crazy for decent 
product, after playing a flock of 
European turkeys and American 
programmers, that it paid a price 
bettering what Shochiku was ac- 
customed to pay for similar -pic- 
tures. Started the new policy with 
‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) 
and ‘The Bowery’ (UA) to best 
business since it opened. Both pix 
held over for a second week. 


No Hurry 


Japanese producers refuse to be 
rushed into this talker thing. Can’t 
be sure the market exists. Last 
year total attendance at Japan’s 
film houses was only 175,041,793, 
which means the average house 
played to fewer than 102,000 per- 
sons at admissions averaging be- 
low 12c. A gross of $11,900 a year 
will pay for mighty few expen- 
sive talker installations. 

So far only 391 are wired, includ- 
ing all the big houses but, if they're 
going to continue making money, 
the big producers must continue 
to make silents for the 1,300-odd 
houses which haven’t been able to 
afford it. Last year turned out but 
38 talkers and 17 sound-effect fea- 
tures, compared to 20 and 21, re- 
spectively, in 1932. This year's 
schedule calls for 78, but the start 
has been slow. 

Result of all this is that the best 
theatres all have to play imported 
film, unless they want to use Ja- 
panese dumbies. NikkKatsu has 
been doing a good bit of this, but 
is understood to be about to in- 
augurate a new policy. Audiences 
which have grown used to talk on 
acreens don’t seem to like silents 
80 much as they did. Imports last 
year were: Paramount, 60; Metro, 
45; Universal, 34; Fox, 31; War- 
ners-First National, 30; United Ar- 
tists, 23; RKO, 12; Tobis, 12; Co- 
lumbia, 10; Soviet, 4; Independent 
German, 3; Independent American, 
2; French, 2; British, 2; Italian, 
1—total, 271. 

Jap Production 


Last year Japanese production 
of silent features fell 27%. In 1932 
production of features was 570, in- 
cluding 41 sound films. Last year 
& was 452, including 55 sound. 

Average production cost for a 
Silent feature is said to be below 
$5,000. Talkers cost about twice 
a3 much. Producers work on a 
Stock company basis, in two divi- 
Sions. One division does modern 
stulf, mostly about dance hall hos- 
tesses or bar girls getting tangled 


up with college boys, heavy on the 
heart throbs and sacrifice motifs. 
The other does old-fashioned 
sword-fighting melodramas, as close 
as you can get to a horse opera 
with neither a horse or a six-gun. 


Strangely enough, the cut-and- 
slash features outnumbered the 
modern pictures last year, rising 
43 over 1932. 

Last year ‘King Kong’ (Radio) 


and “Magura’ were the biggest hits 
among the imports. ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform’ was a surprise sensation. 
This year “The Invisible Man’ (U) 
has been the best. This year's 
record should also include ‘City 
Lights’ (UA),. which didn’t make 
much money for the first-runners, 
due to high rentals, but seems to 
be mopping up for the nabe houses, 
who still love Chaplin, Currently 
playing in 17 Tokyo locations. 


NEW SPANISH 
CUSTOM NSC 
FORU.S. PIX 





Madrid, April 25. 
Newest European quota headache 
for American filmers will probably 
come from here. Talk for past year 


of a quota law restricting entrance 
of foreign language films, with es- 
pecial reference to the Americans, 
seems to be coming to a head. Def- 
inite quota law proposal has now 
been put forth by the Cinemato- 
graphic Council and likely to be 
made law shortly, council being of- 
ficially appointed by the govern- 
ment. 

Law as proposed is a tricky one 
in that it would completely bar the 
showing of pictures with superim- 
posed titles, as well as pictures 
dubbed outside of Spain. That, on 
the face of it, doesn’t seem too 
tough, but actually is a complete 
body blow since showing of English 
language films without titles is 
hopeless, there not being enough 
available customers who understand 
the language. 

Several of the more important 
European powers have enacted laws 
within the past couple of years to 
bar dubbed product not made 
wi.hin the countries, so that phase 
of the proposed law is not unex- 
pected. Several U. S. companies, 
as a matter of fact, already have 
the nucleus of dubbing plants here. 
If, however, they must dub all their 
films to show them it will be con- 
siderable of a blow since the mar- 
ket isn’t figured big enough to al- 
low of that. 

There is a further clause pro- 
posed to the effect that at least 5% 
of the films shown in theatres in 
Spain must be original Spanish 
productions, meaning that foreign 
companies will have to do a bit of 
producing here to fill out their pro- 
grams. 


Ettienne Pallos in N. Y. 
For U.A. Sales Powwow 


Ettiene Pallos, general sales man- 
ager for London Films, is due in 
New York Thursday (10) for sev- 
eral weeks of conferencing with 
United Artists execs. 

United Artists distributes London 
Films throughout the world. 


Metzger’s B. I. Post 


London, May 7. 

British International has named 
Lou Metzger as its new representa- 
tive for the U. S. Metzger is now 
in London but will return to New 
York within a week or two to as- 
sume activities. 

Metzger, former sales manager 
for Columbia, came to London a 
few weeks ago to sell ‘Elysia,’ 
nudist picture, te European ter- 
ritory. 

Since the break with Pat Powers 
in New York, B. [. P. has been rep- 
resented in the States by Capt. 

















Harold Auten, 


HUNNIA BUSY; PROD. 
SET FOR THREE MOS. 





Budapest, April 26. 
Work is scheduled at Hunnia 
Studios for the coming three 


months at least. 

Universal, with Joe Pasternak 
acting as production manager, is 
now at work on ‘Spring Parade’. 
new Francy Gaal picture. Although 
Vienna is within easy reach, Pas- 
ternak prefers to build a Vienna 
set at the Budapest studio than to 
take shots in Vienna itself because 
sound equipment is better here and 
production appreciably cheaper. No 
Hungarian version will be made. 

Next on schedule is another mu- 
sical, a screen version of ‘Homely 
Girl’, operetta by Vadnay and Mar- 


kush. Irene Biller is to play the 
lead. She’s acted in pictures in 
Hollywood. Total expense is fig- 
ured at less than $30,000. Geze 
Cziffra will direct. 

‘Romance of Ida’, which cost 


25,000 and was finished in a fort- 
night, is doing good business, which 
is making angels keen on having 
a shot at film biz. ‘Ida’ is a pretty 
weak picture, but attracts patron- 
age because it’s a home-made ar- 
ticle with actors popular from the 


stage. 

After ‘Homely Girl’, Irene Biller 
may play the lead in ‘New Rela- 
tive’, adapted from a ‘successful 


play by Kalman Csatho, with Bela 
Gai directing. 

Istvan Szekely will probably di- 
rect ‘Purple Acacias’ with his wife, 
Irene Agay, in the star part after 
that. This will be an adaptation 
of Erno Szep’s novel. 

Another picture, ‘Liszt Rhapsody’, 
of topical interest on account of 
that composer's contenary, will 
probably be made at Hungaria 
Studios. 


U. §. EASING UP 
ON FOREIGN 
PIX IMPORTS 


New and highly important ruling 
has been made by the U. S. Treas- 
ury Department as regards the im- 
portation of films. New rule gives 
importers in the U. S. permission 
to bring in films under a _ six 
months’ exhibition bond without 
the payment of duty or other 
charges. In the past pictures could 
be screened under bond but no more 
than that, involving considerable 
expense and difficulty to the im- 
porters as well as the European 
producers. 

As a result of a plea by Gaumont- 
British, permit is now extended un- 
der section 308 of the 1930 Tariff 
Act. This six-month stanza, fur- 
thermore, may be prolonged anoth- 
er half year occasionally by spe- 
cial permission. 

Pictures brought in under the 
new ruling, to be considered solely 
as samples, cannot under any cir- 
cumstance be sold and must be 
exported before the expiration of 
the bond under customs’ supervi- 
sion. During the interim the im- 
porter may keep it and screen it 
as often as he wishes to prospec- 
tive distributors for the purpose of 
accepting orders for other copies 
of it or making distribution deals 
of any sort. 

Decision is expected to have a 
far-reaching effect, as previously 
importers and foreign producers 
have limited themselves on picture 
importations to avoid unnecessary 
costs. Prints have frequently come 
over and been shipped back several 
times, being shown only once un- 
der bond at the custom office. Also 
frequently foreign producers have 
gone to the expense of paying duty 
and other charges and bringing a 
film in which was found later to 
be unsalable. 

With the advent of the Hitler 
regime in Germany especially the 
situation became difficult for the 
U. 8S. importers since the market 
European films dropped consider- 
ably, lessening cash availability. 











H. J. Cohen with B-G 


Harry J. Cohen has been placed 





in charge of the non-theatrical de- 





partment of Gaumont-British of 
America. 

He is an old-time showman in 
the U. 8. 


Showdown on French Quota Fight 
Nearing; Delacs Tariff Increase 


Idea, from 26c to $6.60 a Meter 





Paris, April 28. 

Uneasy feeling of American dis- 
tribs here grows more intense as 
showdown on current quota fight 
approaches and French producers’ 
determination to combat American 
competition by any means gathers 
force. Plans for next season's re- 
leases, which should be maturing 
now, are being held in the indefinite 
stage because no one can tell how 
many films it will be possible to put 
on the French market, nor how 
much they will cost. 

Latest modification of the quota 
system to be suggested in feelers 
sent out by the French trade lead- 
ers involves multiplying the cus- 
toms duty on imported film 25 times 
for all pix over a certain number 
brought into France. Proposition 
was put forth by Charles Delac. 
head of the Chambre. Syndicale, in 
informal conversation. 

Delac proposes’ that 
producers split 100 films among 
them next year for France, and 
that the limiting be done by in- 
creasing the assessment of $1.40 a 
meter on imported film to $33 a 
meter for all film over the 100. 
Importers pay 20% ad valorem over 
the assessment, so that the duty 
paid on excess film under this ar- 
rangement would ho $6.60, instead 
of a little over 26 cents, per meter. 
This, the French figure with con- 
siderable justification, would keep 


American 


the extra films out of the country. 


Easy To Do 


Idea could be put into effect with- 
out new legislation because the 
Chambre Syndicale can recommend 
to the customs authorities the value 


ito be set on imported film for cus- 


toms purposes. Delac would thus 
be called in as an expert appraiser. 

Total imports that he favors for 
next year is 125 films, the 25 to be 
split among German and English 
producers and the rest going to 
America. American trade wants at 
least 200 all to itself, and figures it 
needs that much in order to do 
business properly. 

In return for the acceptance of 
a reduction and his tariff scheme, 
Delac—still unofficially—offers to 
put an end to dual billing, which 
has started to become a real night- 
mare to the American distribs here. 
In the provinces particularly the 


‘exhibs are insisting on second fea- 


tures. For American concerns with 
full distrbuting branches here who 
supply complete programs, this is 
a terrible smack to profits. They 
can’t get any bigger return from 
two features, a newsreel and a 
short, than they used to get from 
a one-feature program, because 
most of their booking is on a per- 
centage basis. 

Delac offers to end this as a re- 
ply to the American argument that 
a larger quota is necessary because 
of the dual bill movement. As a 
concession it wouldn’t cost the 
French much, of course, since their 
own producers are suffering as 
much from the movement as are 
the Amercans., 

Hays’ Fight 

Besides the able diplomatic com- 
bat being discreetly waged by the 
Hays office, the American reps who 
are in a position to do so are 
threatening to cut down their local 
production if importing is reduced. 
One outfit plans to sponsor the 
spending of about $9,000,000 on local 
mades this year, which won't come 
through if the imported product to 
drape around these pix is cut down, 
they threaten. Americans also 
point out the large sums spent in 
dubbing in France—more than $10,- 
000 a picture. 

French viewpoint is expressed in 
the annual report to stockholders 
of Pathe by Bernard Natan, which 


says, ‘You ought to know about 
foreign competition—it is for- 
midable. We are submerged by 


American films? 
French View 

A stockholder asked Natan at the 
annual meeting what the quota was 
doing about this, to which Natan 
replied: 

‘The quota’s a joke. HK is badly; 
organized and the system is badly 
carried out, in the interests of no 


one knows whom. Maybe it is 
going to be changed, Let's hope 
so. 

According to those who are in 





whole 


the midst of the fight, the 











quota situation in Eurcpe would be 
better handled if the entire con- 
tinent was taken-as a unit. as to 
policy, by the companies involved 
As is, agents in like 
Spain or Czechoslovakia, are fight- 
ing the quota menace on their own 
Each is jealous of the other and of 
other agents of the same company, 
and in consequence the industry 
does not present a united front, If 
continental managers, who are be- 
coming more and more concen- 
trated in Paris, could handle the 
fight all together, dictating policies 
for the industry as a whole to out- 
lying agents, it is now considered 
that the struggle would be easier. 


PATHE - NATAN'S 
ALLIANCE 
WITH FOX 


countries 





Paris, April 28. 

Removal of Fred Bacos’ business 
from Paramount’s Joinville studios 
in favor of Pathe is not only based 
on a better rental price offered by 
Pathe, but is another symptom of 
the sort of loose alliance between 
Fox, which distributes Bacos’ pro- 
duction, and Bernard Natan, Pathe 
chief. 

Fox is a tenant of Pathe'’s 
Marignan building on the Champs 
Elysees, and has been placing a 
number of films lately in Pathe 
houses, including Lilian Harvey's 
‘Suzanne,’ now in its fifth week at 
the Imperial, and recently Pom- 
mer’s ‘Man Stolen’ at the Marignan, 
all Pathe Paris houses. Marignan 
was also used for a press showing 
of the second Pommer picture, 
‘Liliom.’ 

Big idea, from Fox’s viewpoint, 
seems to be to place a maximum of 
next season's releases in the Pathe 
chain. Paramount previously had 
been ogling Pathe, but Fox used the 
studio angle to get an in. Nothing 
is fixed nor exclusive about the re- 
lationship, however. 


HITLER COMPLICATION 
IN GERMAN PIC SUIT 


Because an American exhib con- 
tracted for a German film prior to 
the advent of the Hitler regime and 
he couldn’t use it afterward is no 
reason for his not paying for the 
picture, it was decided in a New 
York court last week by Judge 
Kahn in City Court, New York. 

Judge Kahn found for Praesantz, 
and Attorney Mayer, with a view 
to good sportmanship settled with 
Goldberg for $1,000. 

Point was brought up in a suit 
by Praesentz Film Co. of Germany, 
a company incorporated in Switzer- 
land, against European Film Co., of 
154 West 55th St., New York. Wil- 
liam Goldberg, head of European, 
had contracted for U. S. distribu- 
tion rights to “Tannenburg,’ German 
film, but with the Hitler thing he 
felt that the market for German 
dialog films had fallen too much. 
He had agreed to pay a minimum 
of $1,500 for the picture against a 
percentage. 

In the court action Goldberg 
pleaded that the film, as he re- 
ceived it, was mutilated and had 
been changed in several technical 
sequences from the manner in 
which he had originally seen and 
bought it. 

Counsel for the German firm, Bert 
Mayer of Fitelson & Mayer, told 
the judge that despite the legal 
arguments, Goldberg was trying to 
rid himself of the film because of 
the anti-German feeling in this 
country. He went on to explain 








that he sympathized with Gold- 
here’s situation but that the Ger- 
i} man firm involved also is of Jewish 
origin and needs the money now, 
plus the fact that notwithstanding 
what situations arose after pur- 
chase the contract had been legally 
made in good faith by Praesants 


film. 
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20TH CENTURY 


Columbia production and release. John 
Barrymore starred; Carole Lombard fea- 
tured. Directed by Howard Hawks. 
Adapted by Charles MacArthur and Ben 
Hecht from etage play adapted by them 
from story by Charles Milholland. Gene 
Havlick, film editor. Joseph August, pho- 
tog. At Music Hall, New York, week May 





3. Running time, 91 mins. 
Oacear JAMO. .ccccecccceces John Barrymore 
Edly GarlamG.cecccccecesss Carole Lombard 
WER. vcccccceccccetateoess Walter Connolly 
O’Malley....e- Cccccccesecees Roscoe Karns 
GROOOE. cc cccccevccceceseees Charles Levison 
CURIE cc ccvccccvccesccecece Etienne Girardot 
BRGIO. oc cccccccces eoevcerorvececs Dale Fuller 
es GEG, coceececesséeces Ralph Forbes 
BURER. «cc occecccoeveseaatesss: Billie Seward 
BOE WOOS. . ccccdeceseses Clifford Thompéon 
ConductOr. ..ccccccccccocves James FP. Burtis 
RICE, sc cccnvecs See secessees Gi-Gi Parrish 
SOO. » ceeacéatenetecs Edgar Kennedy 
John Barrymore, who stars, is 
quoted in the Music Hall's house 


ads as saying, ‘I’ve never done any- 
thing I like as well...a role that 
comes once in an actor's lifetime.’ 
Which is wholly believable; the role 
as it shows up on the sereen, and 
after the cutting that must have 
been done, still looks like a field day 
for the profile guy. 

It's Barrymore's picture, no doubt 
of that, with something left over for 
Carole Lombard, who manages to 
shine despite practicaily stooging. 
But whether it will prove a custom- 
er’'s picture on general release 
seems doubtful. For all its good 
points, and it has several, there are 
numerous bad ones, and the latter 


tend to make it a long shot for 
grosses outside the large cities 
that that boast a cosmopolitan 


clientele. For the rest of the coun- 
try it will need extra. campaigning. 
The laughs are certainly there, but 
they must have selling. 

Bad point No. 1 is the very na- 
ture of its plot, a departure in de- 
tail but not in theory from the legit 
original of last season, which had a 
fair run on Broadway. ‘20th Cen- 
tury’ appears limited to two minor 
groups of auditors—the theatrical 
bunch that has known counterparts 
of Oscar Jaffee, eccentric impresario 
(played by Barrymore), and that 
portion of the lay public that ap- 
preciates and understands trade 
satire. The first group never sup- 
ported any show venture, stage or 
screen, and the latter is too much 
in the minority to count at the box 
office. 

Good points are the breathless 
pace of the picture, probably due 
equally to the adaptation by Mac- 
Arthur-Hecht and the direction of 
Howard Hawks—and Barrymore. 
Give Barrymore a chance to go off 
his nut, not too much, but just 
enough, and it’s a_ pleasure. 
Producer Jaffee, who not only goes 
off his nut, but stays off for 91 
solid minutes, is a character that’s 
right up his foyer. 

In the show the action commenced 
on the train and remained there, but 
for the finale in Grand Central ter- 
minal. In the picture it doesn’t 
board the train until about the 
third reel. For the first section the 
Hecht-MacArthur team performed 
some expert plot-grafting and the 
result is that the addition to the 
original classes with the original 
itself. But while successful in the 
manner that it blends with the 
original, the additional literature is 
unsuccessful in that it fails to bring 
the original down to the level of 
average comprehension. 

In the first half the authors paint 
their puppets and plant their dyna- 
mite, meanwhile keeping it interest- 
ing (for those who will get it) with 
racy dialog, fast action and biting 
satire. On the train the theme is 
carried out, only the action is still 
speedier. 

For those not knowing in advance 
what it’s all about, the action, de- 
spite its quality of pace, is likely to 
prove confusing to anyone walking 
in after the beginning of the pic- 
ture. Because a large percentage of 
picture house patrons walk in at any 
point in the running, this picture’s 
drawbacks in that respect are bound 
to cause trouble. 

Those who see the picture from 
the beginning probably will find a 
reasonable amount of sense in the 
subsequent happenings. At the 
opening the characters are drawn 
logically and clearly enough. 
They're a pack of legits led by a 
wild-eyed gent, who in any line of 
endeavor other than theatrical pro- 
ducing and directing would surely 
be classed as a loon. There's no 
midway explanation for the wild 
man’s antics. If they don’t get the 
characterizing at the start, they 
won't get it at all. 

Lily Garland (Lombard) walks 
out on Producer Jaffee to go Holly- 
wood shortly after he makes her. 
double, and that happens early in 
the picture. From then on it’s a 
chase. Jaffee goes broke trying to 
land another Lily Garland and Lily 
goes big in Hollywood. The way 
Jaffee and his boys try to frame Lily 
into coming back into the legit fold 
paves the road for some of the 
craziest trouping since ‘Dr. Dippy’s 
Sanitarium’ was mothballed with 
other noted full stage dramatic 
sketches of the past. Barrymore is 
given the opportunity to do such 
things as imitate a camel while de- 
scribing a scene in the ‘Passion 
Play’ he’s going to put on. 

Miss Lombard, looking very well, 
must take Barrymore’s abuse as his 
mistress and hand-made star for the 
first few hundred feet, but when she 
goes temperamental herself she’s 
permitted to do some head-to-head 
temperament punching with him. 


But the beautifully dialoged scrap- 
ping scenes may prove too inside- 
stuffy. 

There’s fine support for Barry- 
more from Walter Connolly, Roscoe 
Karns and Etienne Giradot. Karns 
has the press agent part which had 
the cream tag lines in the stage ver- 
sion, but which has shrunk away 
from Bill Frawley, Ralph Forbes 
too tough for the star. Ralph Forbes 
as an American society boy and ex- 
footballer, talks too much English 
for his assignment and strikes the 
only sour note on the casting sheet. 
Bige. 


DOUBLE DOOR 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
tures Mary Morris, Evelyn Venable. Kent 
Taylor and Sir Guy Standing. Directed by 
Charles Vidor. Screen play Gladys Leh- 
man and Jack Cunningham from stage play 
of same name by Elizabeth McFadden; 
camera, Harry Fischbeck. At the Para- 
mount, N. Y., week May 4. Running time, 
75 mins. 









Victoria Van Brett..........-+- Mary Morris 
ER PO ee Evelyn Venable 
re” Wee Css cnweceoessen te Kent Taylor 
Mortimer Neff.....-.cccoes Sir Guy Standing 
Caroline Van Brett.........+-- Ann Revere 
ee. CU TAOOS. co cccveceevcsee Colin Tapley 
BOGE csceccvevececsceserionr Virginia Howell 
BEY, CARB. ccccceccceceses Halliwell Hobbes 
TOMOR ccccccvecceccesesececs Frank Dawson 
Louise -..Helen Shipman 

i ..Leonard Carey 
COO occtncseece --Ralph Romley 
BeOV. EM. TMPIMM.n crscedeccsse Burr Caruth 





Play from which this film was 
taken was a mild success early in 
the current season, which may 
help it somewhat in New York. It 
won't help much, however, and 
nothing will help it outside of New 
York. It’s a dull, drab, and extreme- 
ly incredible yarn. 

Idea of presenting a female men- 
ace is a pretty good one and, had 


jit been carried out more successfully, 


might have been an interesting 
novelty for screen purposes. But 
no attempt was made to give it 
any light or comedy relief for even 
a moment—picture is heavy from 
the first foot—and performers are all 
permitted to overstrain for effects. 
Having, of course, the opposite ef- 
fect of arousing incredibilty. to 
which, added the film has not a 
single draw name for marquee pur- 
poses. 
Story has to do with a bitter, 
heartless spinster occupying a 
Fifth Avenue mansion and object- 
ing to the intrusion of outsiders 
into her family life. Her brother 
marries a girl and the _ spinster 
takes it upon herself to make the 
girl so unhappy and uncomfortable 
as to almost drive her insane. 
Eventually it leads to the big scene 
in which she locks the girl up in 
a secret vault and leaves her there 
to die. Of course, she’s found in the 
nick of time and the spinster de- 
feated in her designs so thoroughly 
that she commits suicide. 
That’s the story and there isn’t 
a single moment of levity or light. 
Mary Morris, who did the main 
part in the stage version, also does 
it on the screen. She’s a capable 
and schooled performer but con- 
stantly underlines her performance 
so much that she’s not believable 
except in a few moments. What 
acting honors there are go to 
Evelyn Venable as the outside girl. 
Anne Revere as the younger spin- 
ster sister, Kent Taylor as the boy 
and Colin Tapley as the friendly 
physician all overact. Sir Guy 
Standing handles a smaller role as 
the family lawyer credibly and 
Halliwell Hobbes shines in a short 
character bit. 
Production is fairly pretentious 
but here, too, the film falls down, 
photography being extremely poor 
and cutting far from perfect. 
Kauf. 


EVERGREEN 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, April 24. 


Gaumont-British production and _ re- 
lease. Directed by Victor Saville. In 
cast: Jessie Matthews, Sonnie Hale, 
Betty Balfour. Running time, 92 mins. 
Previewed Prince Edward theatre, Lon- 
don, April 23. 





There are those who have never 
regarded Jessie Matthews, Sonnie 
Hale or Ivor MacLareh as film 
artists—merely musical comedy 
players who were utilized as flicker 
luminaries on the strength of their 
stage reputations. Their perform- 
ances in ‘Evergreen’ entirely dis- 
sipates such an erroneous opinion, 
however, and forever. 

Jessie Matthews has the name 
part, which she created on the stage 
at the Adelphi. The screen adapta- 
tion and dialog, by Emlyn Williams 
is, for picture purposes, a better 
story than the stage version. It is 
more definite and coherent. Benn 
Levy and Larry Hart wrote the 
original musical for C. B. Cochran. 

In 1909 (this is the plot) Harriet 
Green is London's pet. singing 
comedienne, making her farewell 
appearance at the old Tivoli prior 
to her marriage to a marquis. That 
night the father of her child, whom 
she believed to be dead, turns up 
and demands blackmail. She places 
the baby girl in the charge of a 
faithful maid and disappears, 

Twenty-five years later the 
daughter seeks a job in the chorus 
and is recognized by the mother’s 
old understudy, now the widow of 
an ancient lord. Daughter is 
foisted on the public as the orig- 
inal Harriet Green and starred in 
an elaborate musical. This gives 








Miniature Reviews 

‘20th Century’ (Col). 
eomedy, made so by Hecht- 
MacArthur script and John 
Barrymore’s keen perform- 
ance, but probably too smart 
for general consumption. 

‘Double Door’ (Par). Heavy 
drama from the stage and 
not likely to get anywhere at 
the b.o. because overstrained. 

‘No Greater Glory’ (Col). 
An unsuccessful effort to Am- 
ericanize an old German pro- 
duction. Lacks the anticipat- 
ed appeal. Not for the gen- 
eral trade, but a prospective 
hit in the arties. 

‘Manhattan Melodrama’: 
(Metro). Action meller of the 
big town with Gable, Powell 
and Myrna Loy for marquee 
draft and a commercial semi- 
gangster-politico yarn to out- 
fit them. 

The Poor Rich (U). Promis- 
ing comedy well played, but 
doomed to the family trade by 





Smart 


overstress. Should please 
there. 

“Success at Any (/Price’ 
(Radio). Good dialog job and 


some laughs soften the com- 
plaints against this draggy 
story. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
tops cast. 

‘Three On A_ Honeymoon’ 
(Fox). ZaZu Pitts goes a long 
way, but not quite far enough 
to boost this final one across. 

‘Orders Is Orders’ (G-B). 
Despite Greenwood-Gleason’s 
importation, this British-made 
is better histrionically from 
its native end, but otherwise 


inferior for American  con- 
sumption. 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col). The Jack 


Holt name isn’t the biggest 
b.o. lure in the business but 
here he’s in a_ good little 
father-daughter story that will 
entertain. Ending may dis- 
appoint most, however. 

‘Unknown Valley’ (Col). A 
pleasent surprise from Buck 
Jones. Different and better 
entertainment than the aver- 
age western. 











scope for Edwardian and modern 
costuming and ample advantage 
was taken of the opportunities. 

An intelligent and munificent bid 
to compete with recent Hollywood 
musical talkies was attempted, and 
the effort succeeded to a greater de- 
gree than anything of the kind es- 
sayed in an English studio. 

3ut it is the astonishingly com- 
petent performances by the prin- 
cipals that is most impressive. 
They embrace, in addition to the 
first named, Betty Balfour and 
Barry MacKay, and all good. 

A strong contender for: American 
recognition. At the trade show, the 
unusual interruption of a burst of 
applause occurred three —. 

Jolo. 


NO GREATER GLORY 


Columbia production and _ release. Di- 
rected by Frank Borzage. Ferenc Molnar, 
story; Jo Swerling, screen play; Louis 
Borzage, aést. dir.; Jos. August, camera. 
At the Roxy, N. Y., one week commencing 
May 4 Running time, 78 mins. 
Nemecaek..c.cccccccvesses George Breakston 
Bok@... cccscccccccscceecsccesssdimmy Butler 
Gered...cccccccccccscccccccess-dackie Searl 
Feri AtsS...ccccecsscccesseee- Frankie Darro 
Csonako8...+scseccsecsessess++Donald Haines 
Watchman.....cessceseceees-Christian Rub 
Father... ccccscescesessessess Ralph Morgan 
Mother. .ccccccccccsccoccccccces Lis Wilson 
Racy. see seccececsees- Egon Brecher 


eeeeeee 





Back in 1929 a German-made ver- 
sion of Ferenc Molnar’s book, ‘The 
Paul Street Boys,’ was released un- 
der that title, first showing at the 
55th Street Cinema. It made quite 
a stir in the art circles, and since 
then several proposals have been 
made to offer an English version. 
It remained for Columbia, probably 
under the urge of Ernst Lubitsch, 
to take a sporting chance that it 
might be the enormous hit antici- 
pated. It was make or break, and 
outside of some unimportant rentals 
it probably will be the latter. Mol- 
nar, in the original text, may have 
written another ‘Liliom,’ but it did 
not translate that way. 

Arty pictures have seldom regis- 
tered strong scores at the box office, 
and this story seems to have more 
than the usual obstacles to hurdle. 
The chief is that it’s a story of and 
by boys, the few adults figuring 
only as a background. The young- 
sters work hard, but even the more 
experienced seem unable to bring 
real appeal. Moreover, it is but 
feebly able to get over the presump- 
tive argument that there is no 
greater glory than to die for one’s 
country. In this instance it is a 
lumber yard, used by the Paul 
Street Boys as a playground, cov- 
eted by a rival gang, whose own 
rendezvous is threatened. The ob- 
jective is unimportant to the adult 
mind because the children fail to 
convey the suggestion of the deadly 
earnestness with which they engage 
in this war in miniature. Moreover, 





the American mind is not steeped 
with the militarism inherent in the 
German lads through generations of 
forced-draft patriotism. It is out 
of sympathy with this important 
phase, which motivates the mimic 
struggle. The scenarist has been 
able to do nothing to plant this 


idea and even the reliable Frank 
Rorzage has been unable to imbue 
the story with the charm which 


alone could save it. 

For a moment at the opening it 
would seem that the desired at- 
mosphere would be created as the 
schoolmaster, in the ranks, and 
wounded, rails against war. But the 
next scene finds him in the more 
modern day once more preaching 
the glories of war to a roomful of 
lads who do not need his urge. It 
was born within them. 

After that it becomes merely a 

recording of the progress of two 
neighborhood gangs, using’ the 
word in its better sense. There is 
a traitor within the ranks who be- 
trays their secrets, but who recants 
and is taken back into full confi- 
dence, but the story centers around 
a neurotic boy whose ambition is 
to be an officer, but whose stature 
keeps him in the ranks; the lone 
private. In an effort to win his 
rank he goes with two older boys 
to recapture the Paul Street flag. 
He is drenched, first in a stream, 
then in a fountain bowl, and, fin- 
ally, in a torrential rain. He devel- 
ops a cold which turns into pneu- 
monia. The boys, regretful, give 
him his coveted promotion, and the 
boy, delirious, struggles from his 
bed to take part in the decisive 
fight. He dies as he wrests the 
Paul Street flag from the not un- 
willing hands of the opposition 
leader. As the little soldiers sound 
taps for their dead comrade a 
steam shovel bites into their play- 
ground. They have lost the ground 
for which they fought. The strug- 
gle was in vain. Deep symbolism, 
but to the average mind, not at- 
tuned to the symbolic, it puts a 
final touch gf futility to what has 
seemed a rather senseless story, 
since throughout both author and 
scenarists have struggled for sym- 
bolism rather than for frank boy- 
spirit. 
Production has been handsome- 
ly made, though with one or two 
obvious studio sets that are uncon- 
vincing. Practically all of the 
Hollywood boy stars have been en- 
listed, and they try hard to respond 
to the director, but without result. 
It is too seldom that they are per- 
mitted to act like real boys. The 
dialog must stick to the general 
idea of the theme. 

George Breakston is effective, in 
a Way, as the young hero who gives 
his life to ‘the cause,’ but he is 
shown to react through hysteria, 
and this militates against the value 
of his part. Jimmy Butler and 
Frankie Darro are the most nearly 
human of the group, with Jackie 
Searle once more the victim of his 
ability to play the youthful sneak 
convincingly. 

Adult roles are admirably played, 
but they amount to nothing. It’s 
all up to the boys—and they can’t 
overcome their handicaps. Chic. 


Manhattan Melodrama 


Cosmopolitan production and Metro re- 
lease. Stars Clark Gable, William Powell 
and Myrna Loy. David O. Selznick, pro- 
ducer. Directed by W. S. Van Dyke. Story 
by Arthur Caesar; screen play, Oliver H. P. 
Garrett and Joseph L. Mankiewicz. Spe- 
cial effects, Slavo Vorkapich; camera, 
James Wong Howe; song by Rodgers and 





Hart; synchronization, Dr. William Axt. 
At the Capitol, N. Y., week May 4. Run- 
ning time, 93 mins. 
PERE o e'w 0 0:6.0.0400.0:00008000004> Clark Gable 
Peo csebaccaseree eeseceeses William Powell 
BOAROP. . cccccece eoccccccccecece Myrna Loy 
Father Joe....cree eecccccecess Leo Carrillo 
eer ecceccess. Nat Pendleton 
Poppa Rosen..... enceecesoecs George Sidney 
Annabelle....... ecccceccescece Isabel Jewell 
TOOEHOs cccvccss eoccccccccesss Muriel Evans 
NOW 56 6 as ce scceseaces eeeeeThomas Jackson 
Blackie (as a bOy)...se...- Mickey Rooney 
Tim (as a bOy)....-.ceee Seenee Jimmy Butler 
TINGS co ccceavccsveses ecccceces Shirley Ross 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ is big 
boxoffice. Apart from the Gable- 


Powell stellar duo and Myrna Loy, 
who does an excellent job as the 
principal femme, the Arthur Caesar 
story is replete with punchy popu- 
larly-appealing ingredients. The 
fast, crisp, intelligent dialog further 
enhances it. 

That it is possibly a bit verbose 
in its unfolding; that the basic sit- 
uation is obviously not an entirely 
original thought; that the melo- 
dramatics are at times synthetic— 
all this must go by the boards in 
view of the technical fortifications 
in this flicker. Sometimes it is that 
good that it is almost wholly un- 
believable. Most often it is totally 
real and realistic; and those times 
where the tongue-in-cheek impres- 
sion arises are agreeably eased over 
because the auditor would want it 
so. 

True there is much to ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama’ that’s very ten-twent- 
thirt. True also that from the time 
of the memorable S. S. Slocum dis- 
aster in 1904 up until the action be- 
comes contemporaneous there seems 
to be some extraneous footage, but 
the wisdom of sparing the shears— 
even with those 93 minutes in mind 
—becomes evident when the climatic 
situation is projected. That’s when 
the district attorney must send his 
boyhood pal to the electric chair. 

There are a couple of spots where 
perhaps Gable as the too suave 
hoodlum is glorified a bit, but there 
are also many offsetting speeches 
by Powell as the D.A. as he charges 





Talking Shorts 





‘THE NEW HIGHWAY’ 
10 Mins. 
Westminster Cinema, N. Y. 
Gainsborough-GB 

This is really a commercial short. 
It’s a free ad for Imperial Airways 
and patently subsidized by that 
well-organized aerial passenver ser- 
vice. To the credit of Gainsborough, 
which produced, and Gaumont-Brit- 
ish, which releases, it must be said 
that it’s done with as much restraint 
as possible. What’s more, it’s all 
very interesting whether it concerns 
Imperial Airways or whether it’s a 
visualization of how TWA (in 
America) or any other passenger 
flight service maintains contact 
with the ground guides for purposes 
of safety and general efficiency. 

That commercial shorts such as 
this are a usual.thing in England 
is because they can’t get any money 
for shorts as ordinary film-booked 
material. They are thrown in as a 
unit with the feature. Hence, as at 
this N. Y. theatre devoted to an all- 
British film policy, G-B books in the 
features and the supporting show of 
shorts. Abel. 


LITTLE JACK LITTLE REVUE 
Singing, Musical 
8 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Entertaining, compact little short 
under a reel’s length in which the 
talent is Little Jack Little, Gypsy 
Nina and the Do-Re-Mi Girls. Can 
keep company with the best. 

Little Jack Little opens with a 
few of his own compositions, sand- 
wiching a piano bit. He photo- 
graphs well and records” sweetly. 
Do-Re-Mi Girls follow him in an 
Hawaiian pop, short cutting to 
scenery of the islands for atmos- 
phere. This is also done for the 
close when all of the talent works 
on ‘Something About a Soldier’ and 
scenes of military parades are ef- 
fectively brought into play. 

In between Little sings ‘I Raise 


My Hat’ and Miss Nina chortles 

‘Champagne Waltz,’ playing her 

own accordion solo. C..ar. 

‘OXFORD’ 

Educational 

5 Mins. 

Westminster Cinema, N. Y. 

Gaumont- British 

Uninspired- travelog into Eng- 


land’s most historic university with 
the audible commentary mildly in- 
teresting. British-made, this world- 
famed institution of learning could 
be made a highly marketable short 
subject, but not as under the G-B 
treatment and that inept British 
Acoustic sound. 

Viewed at this all-British film 
house it’s suited chiefly for that 
policy. Abel. 





VOYAGEUR TRAILS 

Scenic 

10 Mins. 

Westminster Cinema, N. Y. 
Canadian Govt. 

This is a cuffo short for any the- 
atre. It’s an official Canadian Govt, 
scenic for obvious purposes of tour- 
ist propaganda. Actually it’s a 
passive scenic that’s not likely to 
inspire any great yearn for the Ca- 
nadian fish-streams depicted, ag 
that’s not sufficiently specific a geoe 
graphic appeal. 

Cinephone sound and inept ora- 
tory in the off-screen spieling bet 

Abel. 


ELMER STEPS OUT 
With Walter Catlett 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Columbia 

Old hoke of mixing monkeys for 
children in one of those family mix- 
ups which Sennett made famous in 
the silent days. This one isn’t so 
good, despite Walter Catlett’s strong 
efforts. Photography is simple. 
Not for .particular audiences, but 
the minor programs can’t be hurt 
with it. Shan. 





the jury to remember that there’s 
no longer a public sympathy with 
the bootleggers because of the pop- 
ular opinion against the Volstead 
act; that with repeal there’s no 
necessity for any aggrandizement 
of the outlaw any longer. 

There are also a couple of some- 
what banal spots such as Papa 
Rosen (George Sidney) adopting 
the two tough mick kids (Gable 
and Powell) because his own Morris 
was drowned in the Slocum dis- 
aster. Or, for example, where Papa 
Rosen is the first to deride the Rus- 
sian red agitator (and gets 
trampled to death by the riot squad 
for his patriotism) but it all com- 
bines into good b.o. 

The footage breathes prime 
gard for benefit of box office 
such it bids fair to achieve. 

The realism is impressed via the 
inclusion of contemporaneous pub- 
lic figures, names, places, sports oc- 
casions and the like. 

The captiousness embraces such 
incidents as the Governor’s wife 
(Loy) visiting the prisoner (Gable) 
in the Tombs. Or the inevitable 
‘Last Mile’ business in the death 
house with the colored convict, the 
surcharged atmosphere of bravado, 
ete. But in toto ‘Manhattan Melo- 
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NOW AMERICA GETS THIS MAMMOTH aig 


- after two smash weeks at Radio City Music gl 


- * HELD OVER at the nation’s ace house... the 
big hit of the world’s biggest city. HELD for 
“gecond week at Miami’s Mayfair... first pre- 
release engagement. WATCH for hold-overs the 
country over... as it plays lenting theatres! 
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with 


WARNER BAXTER 


MADGE EVANS - SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
SYLVIA FROOS - JOHN BOLES 
JAMES DUNN - AUNT JEMIMA” 
ARTHUR BYRON - RALPH MORGAN 
NICK FORAN - NIGEL BRUCE 


MITCHELL & DURANT 
“SKINS” MILLER 


and STEPIN FETCHIT 


daekella-toMl bam dUlalit-} fem} al-t-latela' 


Associate Producer and Collaborator 
on Story and Dialogue: Lew Brown. 


Director: Hamilton MacFadden. lyrics: Lew Brown. 
Music: Lew Brown and Jay Gorney. Dances staged 
by Sammy Lee. Dialogue: Ralph Spence. Story 
idea suggested by Will Rogers and Philip Klein. 
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WARNER 


starring in 


ARE 


ROSEMARY AMES 
ROCHELLE HUDSON 
MONA BARRIE 
HERBERT MUNDIN 
HENRIETTA CROSMAN 


Produced by Al Rockett 


From the story “Odd Thursday” by VeraCaspary. 
Screen play: Jane Storm and Oscar M. Sheridan. 
Additional dialogue: Lenore Coffee. 


Directed by James Flood 
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| AMERICA GETS THIS MAMMOTH SHOW 
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’ HELD OVER at the nation’s ace house... he 
“hile hit of the world’s biggest city. HELD for 
‘second week at Miami’s Mayfair... first pre-— 
release engagement. WATCH for hold-overs the ~ 
country over...as it plays leading theatres! 


with 


WARNER BAXTER 


MADGE EVANS - SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
SYLVIA FROOS - JOHN BOLES 
JAMES DUNN - AUNT JEMIMA” 
ARTHUR BYRON - RALPH MORGAN 
NICK FORAN - NIGEL BRUCE 
MITCHELL & DURANT 
“SKINS” MILLER 


and STEPIN FETCHIT 


Produced by Winfield Sheehan 


Associate Producer and Collaborator 
on Story and Dialogue: Lew Brown. 


Director: Hamilton MacFadden. Lyrics: Lew Brown. 
Music: Lew Brown and Jay Gorney. Dances staged 
by Sammy Lee. Dialogue: Ralph Spence. Story 
idea suggested by Will Rogers ond Philip Klein. 
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WARNER BAXTER 


starring in 


SUCH WOMEN 
ARE 


ROSEMARY AMES 
ROCHELLE HUDSON 
MONA BARRIE 
HERBERT MUNDIN 
HENRIETTA CROSMAN 


Produced by Al Rockett 


From the story “Odd Thursday” by VeraCaspary. 
Screen play: Jane Storm ond Oscar M. Sheridan. 
Additional dialogue: Lenore Coffee. 


wv we Directed by James -Flood 
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“IT SHOULD CASH IN 


: And continues: “Tense, absorbing drama 











... excitingly and humanly told. Keeps 
drama and suspense building expertly 
_ and achieves emotional power in 
srucial scenes. Handled with power - | 
and sympathy by Spencer Tracy.” 4 +e , -— | | | ‘wee | o 

















HELEN TWELVETREES 
ALICE FAYE: 
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_ Produced by Winfield Sheehan - 
Directed by Edwin Burke 
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“Saw Gaynor-Farrell picture 
‘Change of Heart.’ To me it 
looks like the biggest money 
picture with this team we've 
had in the last three years. The 
story is down to earth, great 
romance, splendid cast all 
the way through and the type 
of thing that got big money 
in the past.” —(agned) §. R. KENT 
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Film Reviews | 





Manhattan Melodrama 


(Continued from page 14) 
drama’ will never bore, and please 
generally. : 

Gable and Powell and Miss Loy 
are thoroughly believable in most 
spots. Leo Carrillo is best of the 
supporting cast as the east side 
padre. Nat Pendleton as the dumb 
lug henchman is one of those char- 
acterizations not as effective here 
for the comedy relief as in the past. 
Ditto for his dumb Dora girl-friend. 
Mickey Rooney and Jimmy Butler 
in the juve portions are tiptop. 
Shirley Ross is the colored warbler 
who handles the lone Rodgers-Hart 
song in the picture (which means 
little) in the Cotton Club setting. 


Abel. 
3 ON A HONEYMOON 
“ox production and release. Directed by 


James Tinling. Sally Eilers, ZaSu Pitts, 
featured. Adapted by Edward T. Lowe, 
Douglass Doty and Raymond Van Sickle 
from novel ‘Promenade Deck,’ by Ishbel 
Ross. Dances by Dave Gould. Joseph 
Valentine, photog. At Fox, Brooklyn, week 
May 4. Running time, 70 minutes. 


SORT TWaGROGs oicc.cc 00659 0 oceeiceed Sally Eilers 
Alice MuUdeS. .cccccccccesesceces ZaSu Pitts 
*Ma’ Gillespie..... ..-Henrietta Crosman 







i seave Charles Starrett 
) Irene Hervey 
Chuck Wells..... --John Mack Brown 
PF errr, Russell Simson 
ee RNAs Bir occ vox ewes Cornelius Keefe 


Dick Charliton.. 


ZaSu Pitts almost but not quite 
saves this one with the laughs she 
creates, but a complete save is too 
much to ask even of that first class 
comedienne. ‘Three On a Honey- 
moon,’ whose title is a misnomer, 
doesn't get bevond the double bill 
level. 

Story is a reminder of most of 
the details contained in the nu- 
merous takeoffs on the ‘Grand 
Hotel’ plot method. A quasi-char- 
acter study and, like two or three 
of its predecessors, laid on an ocean 
liner. Some of the details are too 
remindful for comfort. 

Sally fEilers, as _ the _ spoiled 
daughter of a steamship magnate, 
is the ie .tivating character. There 
really is a pair of honeymooners, 
as the.title states, but there’s lots 
more than three on the cruise. Al- 
most the whole passenger list some- 
how becomes involved in the honey- 
moon, At the finish there are two 
more honeymoon couples, Miss 
Eilers pairing off with the hand- 
some Second Officer (Charles Star- 
rett), while Miss Pitts and Russell 
Simpson hook up for comedy pur- 
poses, 

It’s all about the spoiled and 
tomboyish young lady’s trip to get 
away from a nagging step mother, 
and the efforts of the young ship's 
officer to carry out an assignment— 
that of chaperoning the _ boss’ 
daughter. There’s some crook stuff 
and a suicide during the trip, not 
very exciting, but all under the 
heading of necessary padding. 

Misses Eilers and Pitts, co-fea- 
tured, are pretty and comical, re- 
spectively. Henrietta Crosman, a 
proficient comedy sideline sitter- 
inner through considerable past ex- 
perience with such roles, again sits 
in as the sporting old lady who 
keeps the several sets of lovers in 
good humor with her wise ‘racks, 
and patches up their little quarrels. 
When Miss Crosman refuses to ac- 
cept the lovers’ spats seriously, she 
voices the likely sentiment of the 
picture’s audiences. 

There’s a brief but interesting 
display of the ship’s mechanical de- 
partments, but otherwise the pho- 
tography sticks to formula for boat 
dramas. One of the two scenes off 
the ship is set in an Algerian cafe, 
where a cooch dancing line per- 
forms some well staged dance for- 
mations, and an _ unbilled brunet 
sings the chorus of a song. Bige. 


ORDERS IS ORDERS 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Gaumont-British production and release 
starring Charlotte Greenwood and James 
Gleason; Cyril Maude featureed. Directed 
by Walter Forde. Story by lan Hay and 
Anthony Armstrong; screen piay, Sidney 
Gilliat and Leslie Arliss; additional dialog 
by Gleason. Unit production manager, 
Victor Peers; assistant directors, Bryan 
Wallace, Frank Cohen; camera, Glen Mac- 


Williams. At Westminster Cinema, N. Y., 
week May 2. Running time, 60 mins. 
WE. ““ovescudseveee Charlotte Greenwood 
Waggermeyer 9 ....es- ++---James Gleason 
The Colonel...... ceceseoccess Cyril Maude 
BRD Suwa bab 6cesaes ecoceeces oe imay Curse 
MN... e656% coesemeeana® Percy Parsons 
Brigadier .....e. eseeee-Cedric Hardwicke 
ce rae esesee-Vonald Calthrop 
COPthin, War yer. .ccccreceveceses Ian Hunter 
PS é vance cwsee 0609 6e0ep 0 Jane Carr 
Ere seeseeesers Ray Milland 
Quartermaster ..........Edwin Lawrence 
., eee covccccecsehiot Makeham 
Ge skeen 4eaceens eccccccee Hay Plumb 
A British-made patently primed 


for the U. S. market but nix for 
this side despite its obvious Anglo- 
American hybridizing. Will not do 
for ‘anything but the arties or a 
house such as the Westminster Cin- 
ema (former Charles Hopkins legit 
house on West 49th, N. Y.) with its 
all-British film policy. 


It had a good idea which never 
materialized. Probably read great 
on paper but never was fruitfully 
Capitalized. Idea of a Hollywood 
film company moving into a British 


barracks for a cinematic location 
was designed to satirize Hollywood's 


bombast and fumbles, but evolved 
into a pointless and very obvious 
farce. 

Motivation by which the Holly- 


wood film company on location near 
the barracks is enabled to turn His 
Majesty’s army topsy-turvy is very 
Macksennett. The o. k. to ‘go as 
far as you like’ refers to another 
military problem—that of combat- 
ting the maurauding rats on the 
commissary. Instead the colonel in 
charge of the Royal Loamshires fig- 
ures that the brigadier-general has 
approved the idea of the American 
film company using the British 
troops as on-the-cuff extras for the 
military picture being madc. 

Rest of the comedy is a film- 
within-a-film. Some of the comedy 
comes from the screen dialog of the 


daily rushes, seemingly replying 
impudently to the colonel’s inter- 
rogations. 


Best that can be said for this 
G-B is that Cyril Maude and most 
of the native cast eclipse the Amer- 
ican importees. Maude is particu- 
larly staple as the colonel. Ian 
Hunter and Cedric Hardwicke like- 
wise register and, if never before in 
Hollywood, suggest west coast pos- 
sibilities. Jane Carr as the femme 
lead is as light as her assignment, 
that of the colonel’s daughter. 

Gleason is the slangy, impudent, 
boorish, hoggish director from Hol- 
lywood who, given a barracks, takes 
the whole British army. Miss 
Greenwood is cast as his ~es-woman 
and general assistant. She, too, 
wears the same burlesque-checkered 
suits that her director-boss wears 
and is always on tap with a gram- 
ophone to appropriately set the 
motif and iocale of any action, be 
it Bombay, Moorish or British. It’s 
all to accompanying disk recordings. 

The satirizing on American film 
manners and methods, if not par- 
ticularly complimentary, is done 
with restraint and little offense. As 
is obvious, the G-B hope was that 
via the importation of the Green- 
wood-Gleason stellar duo and its 
subject matter it would find a more 
extensive Anglo-American market. 
But the idea died aborning at Shep- 
herd’s Bush Studios, London, where 
the film was shot under Walter 
Forde’s direction. 

As is a common fault with al- 
most every British-make, the sound 
is bad. It’s bad not alone because 
the English dialect is basically for- 
eign to the American ear, but it’s 
technically poor. The sound crane 
seldom seems to move with the ac- 
tion so that walking to or away 
from any given position always 
brings a diminuation of sound one 
way or the other. Abel. 


WHIRLPOOL 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt, with Jean Arthur, Donald Cook, 
Allen Jenkins and Lila Lee in support. 
Directed by Woy William Neill. Story by 
Howard Emmett Rogers. Adaptation by 
Dorothy Howell and Ethel Hill. Film 
editor, Richard Cahoon. Photography by 
Benjamin Kline. At Casino, N. Y., week 


starting Friday, May 4. Running time, 
69 mins. 

Buck Rankin..... 0400sesoeen eee Jack Holt 
Samara, coccorsecssccccsevcceces Jean Arthur 


MAC. coccccccccccccescccceces AMOR JOnmme 
...Donald Cook 


HOIOM.. cccccccccccccccccsevececcess Lila Lee 
Theima........ de0ecéete eens oc “maa 
Barney Gaige..ceoccccesccssccs John Miljan 
Morrison,.....+.eee+++++.Willard Robertson 
DRG. ccdcoceséscsesecceccsscen Wane mane 
Editor..... édbeebecaseseccceccs OE See 


Majority audience interest may 
find disappointment with the end- 
ing but little else about ‘Whirlpool’ 
is likely to displease anyone. Based 
on one of the most surefire father 
and daughter stories ever screened, 
with heart interest running high 
throughout, it is a piece of film 
merchandise that’s well above fair 
in entertainment appeal. 

Since the Jack Holt name isn't 
powerful enough on box office suc- 
tion to pull a poor picture to over- 
average business, a well-directed 
exploitation campaign would be ad- 
visable. 

Jack Holt’s fans will like him as 
the hard-luck hero in this one in 
which he knows the manly thing 
to do. Although picture starts out 
with Holt as a carnival owner who 
has plenty of grifting and rough 
stuff on his show, this bad charac- 
ter angle ts quickly disposed of and 
the foundation laid for some heart 
interest that ought to have the 
ladies handkerchief-minded. 

Going up for a 20-year stretch 
after an ill-fated fight on the carny 
lot just after Holt has married and 
is ready to jump the outdoor show 
business, the story has Holt writing 
a phoney letter to his wife which 
suggests he’s committed suicide. She 
remarries and a daughter by her 
first husband grows to womanhood. 

Story has both meat and effective 
development, taking Holt into the 
night club business after his dis- 
charge and mixing him with his 
daughter by accident. While father 
and daughter have a field day of it 
prior to his decision to skip because 
of a gangster trial at which he 
doesn't want to testify, the mother 
never krows her former spouse is 
alive. 

The average scenarist and direc- 
tor would have insisted on bringing 





in the mother somehow. Fact that 


| in ‘Whirlpool’ 


this isn’t done is 
zreatly in its favor, but whether the 
fans won't be disappointed that Holt 
has to kill another man and then 
himself for the finish is something 
else again. 

Picture justifies this finish because 


covered the Buck Sheldon of the 
present was the Buck Rankin of the 
past and is threatening to spread it 
on newsprint paper. He’s murderea 
and that evidence is destroyed, but 
someone forgot about the girl who 
tipped the lawyer off on the secret. 

Holt gives a fine performance, 
sraying up after 20 years behind 
bars, while for high sympathetic 
and heart interest, Jean Arthur is 
what the doctor ordered. Mother is 
plaved by Lila Lee, while comedy 
responsibility rests mainly with 
Allen Jenkins, a good type for spot 
tllotted here. 

Nice cutting job sustains a good 
pace and maintains action without 
leaving anything of importance 
missing or upsetting continuity. 
Some camera work to suggest march 
of years in one case and a night of 
gaiety in another, has been effe-- 
tively spliced in. Char. 





Success at Any Price 


Radio production and release. Features 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Genevieve Tobin, 
Colleen Moore, Frank Morgan. Directed 
by J. Walter Ruben. From play by John 
Howard Lawson; adaptation by Lawson 
and Howard J. Green. Photography, Henry 






W. Gerrard. At Rialto, N. Y., week May 
2. Running time, 74 mins. 

S00 THE: see nn cees Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
ABROS Carte... ccccccsvces Genevieve Tobin 
Raymond Merritt............- Frank Morgan 
Sarah Griswold....ccccccccss Colleen Moore 
UD  «sscadhawne aa Edward Everett Horton 
Jeffery Halliburton........... Allen Vincent 
RR dees nveccdreeets Cobwes Nydia Westman 
Hadfield... .vcocsces Ce ooerecces Henry Kolker 





He crushes everything around him 
in an Horatio Algerish climb to 
wealth and business heighths, then 
tries to commit suicide for a happy 
recovery fade in the arms of the 
gal who waits for a building or 
something to hit him. The hero of 
‘Success At Any Price’ is an unin- 
teresting, conceited person, but the 
picture around him can be endured. 
The dialog makes that possible. 

John Howard Lawson and How- 
ard J. Green, writing the dialog, 
supplied the only punch that exists. 
Again they demonstrate the value 
of words, notably where the action 
offers little, as in this case. 

‘Success’ is episodic, unreasonable 
and anything but audience proof in 
treatment of its plot. At the outset 
it makes Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., an 
unsympathetic character, something 
from which he never recovers. In 
the first couple reels or so, the lack 
of sympathetic interest isn’t so 
pointed, but before the final spool is 
reached it has become acute after he 
determinedly tramps on the necks 
of everyone, including those who 
have befriended him. 

An effort is made a little beyond 
middle to inject a feeling of commis- 
seration for the hero because of his 
wife's peccadilloes and the shattered 
dream of babies, but it’s doubtful 
if the average audience won't feel 
he had this coming to him. 

Picture is draggy throughout and 
in plot a pipe dream of the first or- 
der. Somebody more matured in the 
Fairbanks spot would have made a 
little more believable. 

Frank Morgan and Genevieve 
Tobin are both excellent in assign- 
ments of a character that are not 
really up to their standard, while 
Colleen Moore rates a weak third 
among those supporting young Fair- 
banks. Miss Moore does the office 
secretary who waits for her Algy 
boy friend to topple from his high 
horse. 

Nydia Westman proves a good 
comedy type as another office 
slavey, a loquacious, gum-chewing 
girl who reminds a little of Daphne 





Pollard. — Char. 
Incorporations 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 


Permits to Sell Stock 
Independent Film Distributors, Inc. 
Motion picture sales. To issue three 
shares of total of 2,000, no par value. 
Fictitious Firm Names 
Abe Wider, 8. A. Wyse, M. A. Cowles, 
doing business as Golden Gate Amuse- 
ment Co. 
George M. (Chuck) Riesmer (screen di- 
rector and actor) and Ernest B. Mason, 
doing business as Chuck Riesner Sport- 


ing Goods. 
OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma City. 

Altus Amusement Co., Inc., Altus, Okla. 
Capital stock, $5,000. Incorporators, Pat 
McGee, Oklahoma City; Joseph H. 
Cooper, New York City and J. H. Everest, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Muskogee Baseball Assn, Inc., Musko- 
gee, Okla. Capital stock, $3,060. Incor- 
porators, Joseph J, Magat, M. L. Brag- 
don and Joe Paul, all of Muskogee, 


Mascot’s Air Stuff 


Hollywood, May 7, 

Mascot Pictures has closed a deal 
with the Howard Hughes for choice 
of over 2,000,000 feet of original 
negative from ‘Hell’s Angels’ to be 
used in some of Nat Levine's forth- 
coming air features, 

First selected footage will prob- 
ably be incorporated into ‘Crimson 
Romance,’ which will go into pro- 
duction about May 15, with David 
Howard directing. 








a vengeful racketeer lawyer has dis- 


a dip of 








Stock 


Market 


(Continued from page 6) 
dropped only .54 in comparison with 


4.70 in Dow-Jones indus- 


trial averages. Industrial averages 


98.20 at close Saturday 
showed a drop of 8.35 


two weeks. It is a well 


stood at 
where it 
points in 


known axiom in the street that 
stock prices do not advance while 
commodities are selling off, and 


that usually prices of issues on 
stock exchange follow those of com- 
modities in case of a big dip. These 
coupled with feeling that 


factors, 
peak of spring activity has been 
reached, aided in decline of stock 


market in recent days. 

Rails closed at 45.68 and utilities 
at 23.16. Which means that these 
two groups together with industrial 
group may test the March 27 lows 
within the next week or two. Low- 
est point for industrial averages in 
March was 97.41 and the Dow-Jones 
averages hit 97.70 Saturday, which 
is the low of the current reaction. 
Stiffening of demand for several 
amusement stocks helped group as 
a whole Saturday. In fact, Loew’s 
reached high of week at 33% during 
the day, while Paramount certific- 
ates also climbed to week's peak. 

Warner Brothers common stock 
slipped a little behind amusement 
group and was weak most of time. 
Radio Preferred B dropped to 27% 
before meeting support though it 
came back near end of week. Fox 
A closed near bottom but did not 
fare so badly considering its recent 
climb. Loew's common stock was 
about the steadiest of amusement 
issues. Though it slumped with 
remainder of group, it managed to 
close at 325 and never dropped be- 
low 31. 

That the market has reached a 
critical level is admitted by even 
the most optimistic. If stocks sell 
off in heavily increased volume one 
of these days, many think that this 
may mark the end of present de- 
cline in prices. Despite fairly op- 
timistic forecasts for summer the- 
atre business, statistics show that 
amusement stocks seldom go up 
during the last part of May or in 
June. In fact, vast majority of June 
months have witnessed slumps in 
prices of amusement issues. This is 
supposed to reflect falling off in 
boxoffice receipts for summer 
months. 

Latter part of July and August 
has generally seen a reversal of 
trend, for then prices of amuse- 
ment stocks begin to reflect in- 
creased fall business or hopes for 
a pick-up in theatre attendance. 

Earnings Reports 

Film company issues were helped 
by favorable earnings reports. Ra- 
dio Corp. reported $1,335,725 net in 
first quartér, comparing with a net 
loss of $478,13 in 1933. Fox Film 
showed a net profit of $805,376, after 
taxes and charges, compared with a 
net loss of $557,122 for the March 
quarter of previous year. Radio 
Preferred B apparently had dis- 
counted favorable report in last two 
weeks. when it soared to new highs 


lied strongly on issuance of report. 
Radio common also was extremely 
active. 3oth stocks closed week 


with only fractional losses, despite 
general market weakness. Fox A 
stock held fairly steady until last 
part of week, having had its n.ove 
upwards in advance of favorable 
earnings report. 

Steadiness in Loew's probably may 
be attributed to report for 28 weeks 
ending March 15, which showed in- 
crease in profits over same period a 
year ago amounting to $1,960,191. 
Report showed net profit, after de- 
preciation, taxes and _ subsidiaries 
preferred dividend of $3,973,472, or 
$2.38 a share on common stock, 
against $1.04 for period in 1933. 

Recent activity at high levels by 
Loew's stock may in part he ac- 
counted for in reported action of 
Western Electric Company in dis- 
posing of 164,000 Loew shares in 
open market. Western Electric ob- 
tained this stock when Film Secur- 
ities Corp. defaulted on notes held 
by 17 banks and corporations last 
year. 

Sastman Kodak, common, lost 4% 
points net during week. This de- 
cline is pertinent because directors 
of the company meet this week to 
vote on dividend. Present rate is $3 
monthly, and at present prices stock 
only yields 3.3%. Eastman stock 
closed at 90%, and was at 89 at one 
time during week. However, this 
issue recently climbed to a new 1934 
high at 96%, and decline this week 
cannot be viewed as indicating any 
change in dividend rate. If change 
is made it is believed it would be 
increased. 

Loew's preferred dropped 3% 
points, Universal preferred, 1 point, 
and Warner preferred lost 2 points 
net. Otherwise prices of common 
stocks in film group on big board 
dipped only fractionally, Saturday 
close showed. 

Bonds 


Rise of Paramount-Broadway 5%s 
to new high at 47 and 10% points 
net during week was feature of bond 
market. Approval of reorganization 
plan which includes retirement of 
these bonds prompt remarkable 
climb of these liens. Paramount- 
Broadway bonds made net highs 
nearly every day starting Tuesday. 
Paramount-Famous-Lasky 6s and 
Paramount-Publix 5%s also were 
active and sought on Tuesday and 
again Saturday. These liens and 
certificates for same showed net 
gains of 1% to 2 points on week. 
Showing in Paramount bond group 
was all the more prominent for the 
reason that other picture company 
liens fell off. 

Pathe 7s lost 2% points net after 
developing weakness Saturday, They 
closed at 95%. General Theatre 
Equipment ’40 bonds lost 1% after 
climbing to 11%. Loew 6s managed 
to remain above 100 and lost half a 
point to close at 100%. 

While market may decline further, 
there is nothing in selling of stocks 
to indicate that Wall Street expects 
a drastic exchange control bill from 
Congress. If control measure actu- 
ally is passed at this session, those 
watching prices fail to see any real 





nearly every day. However, it ral- 


prospect for a drastic law. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, May 5 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


Net 
High. Low Sales. Issue and rate, High Low. Last. chg. 
7% 3% oo American Seat..... covcsessecoese§ 4', 4% —™% 
5% 2% 1,300 Consol. Film...cccccccccccceses 4% 4 4 —-% 
31 23 4,000 Columbia P. vtc.........++- cove 20 27% 28% — % 
17% 10% 4,800 Consol, Film pfd, (50c.)*....... 16% 15% 16% 
961% 79 4,900 Eastman Kodak (3).........-. oe 94% 89 904 —1y% 
17% 12% 16,500. Vox, Cleese A... ccccccccevceccces 16% 15% 15% — % 
25% 18% 2,600 Gen. Elec. (GOC.)..cceeceeeees » 22% 20% W% —1%, 
35% 25% SE,6G0 Leow (ide sece covcce beens teas - 338% 31% 32% +i, 
97% 2 900 Do pret. (GC). .ccccccccess coco OO o4 o4 —3% 
7 4% 3,400 Madison Sq. Garden..........+. ae 5% 6% 
21 300 Met-G-M pref. (1.50)........ occ. 25% 25% —™% 
5% 1% G6 e - RNG « 4 d's Svadesacedgde es 4% 4% + % 
4% 1% 9,200 Pathe Exchange.......... 066660 3 2% 2% 
24% 21% 20,700 Pathe, Class A.......... paneer 23',, 20% 21% + % 
9% 62 121,200 Radio Corp..... coccccce eecccces 8 7 7% — % 
34% 15 Teer MOO, POE Bi cisdecwccocricsse 31% 27% 30 os 
4% 2% 22,000 | REO -ccccccccvdses 64naleecse 646 3% 2% aM + % 
46% 14% +6) Universal pref..... Siewaisaoeyt< 4% 43 43 ~3 
8% 4% 31,100 Warner Bros........ gn 9 0sbetecus 1% 6% 6% — ¥ 
31% 18% 100 BIO Mowe vevrdvcvvecdaccecovosses 2s 28 28 —3 
47% 35% 35,800 Westinghouse ..........+e-00065 39% 36 35% 2% 
t Paid this year. * 10-share trading unit. 
CURB 
30 24% 300 Columbia~ Picts......... 27 26% 26% —3% 
11% 7% 3.808 Technicolor ....cccdcdcoccceveves 1% ” ’ — % 
3% 2 1,000 Trans Lux (100C.)...c.csceers 2% 2% 2 
BONDS 
13 3% $83,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40.....0.-se00. 11% 10 10 —3% 
72 51 32,000 Keith G's, '46.......... bonne ene 7i 70 70 
02 85 Bee BOW Dey ORs cccisccscgsteveses 10 10044 100% —%* 
98% a5 Bo! "EB a pee eee a6 W5% D5 —2% 
54%, 20% 66,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's iS > pz 49 1% +2 
54 2814 110,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's,’ ctfs., °47 50 4514 HO" +1% 
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MUSIC HALL, N.Y. 


Teacups and other pieces of pot- 
tery come to life once more ina 
‘Dresden China’ ballet on the Music 
Hall stage. Some day those tea- 
cups are just not going to come to 
life. But if a customer ever sees 
that happen, the customer probably 


will learn that he got into the wrong 
theatre. Because on the Music Hall 
stase teacups always come to life. 

Life within a teacup as illus- 
trated by the ballet provides the 
first of three items ,in the current 
week’s episodic stage presentation, 
entitled ‘Romantic Deflt.’ Second, 
billed as B on the program, is called 
‘The Fisherman’ and serves as an 
intr ‘duction to what in the outdoors 
is known as the blowoff, but in the 
Music Hall is referred to as the 
Piece de resistance. ‘The Fisher- 
man’ is performed in what consti- 
tutes ‘one’ at the Music Hall, but 
which would be the whole darn 
stage in almost any other theatre. 

After Edwina Eustis, tall con- 
tralto, and the male ensemble for 
the ‘The Fisherman’ introduction, 
garbed in Dutch fishwomen and 
blue oilskins, respectively, the whole 
stage staff of 100 or more paint 
human color schemes on the full 
rostrum. 

Scene is a beaut, exceptionally so 
even at the Music Hall, where scenic 
sightliness is the usual thing. The 
locale is the Netherlands and the 
set presents a public square. In 
the background is a structure that 
at first appears to be a hangman's 
seaffold, but later proves to be a 
harmless drawbridge. Instead of a 
nanging, the audience sees a nov- 
elty entrance by the Rockettes. The 
pony line, girls disguised as tulips, 
ride in on a prop boat that moves 
as though the canal water has St. 
Vitus dance. 

Rockettes, ballet and singing 
corps all on for the big scene. Plus 
Eddie Miller and Evelyn Duerler, 
who doubie in delivering the theme 
song, ‘My Man is a Fisherman,’ or 
something like that. They're a 
splendidly voiced lead pair, partic- 
ularly Miller whose fine voice has 
filled all the Broadway film Palaces, 
and fills the expansive music hall 
just as though it were the Palace. 
The amplification helps here, of 
course, but Miller’s voice is a 
natural. 

Miller, who appears in the stage 
finale in costume, also makes an 
earlier appear..ce in the pit to lend 
the overture a vocal windup. The 
overture this week, and a departure, 
is a medley of popular tunes. 

Picture, ‘20th . Century’ (Col). 
Business pretty fair in the rain 
Thursday night. Bige. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


A good show this week at the 
Cap. Oke both ways, stage and 
screen. Biz strong opening night 
with a line out for the last show 


and the ‘inside tapes up. The 
Gable-Powell-Loy. marquee pull in 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (Metro), 
combined with the film’s basic 
audience appeal, may warrant an- 
other holdover session at this house. 
Picture is there and the stage show 
ditto. 

This lineup seemingly substanti- 
ates Louis K. Sidney’s boxoffice 
theory that the time to give ’em 
a wow show is when the picture is 
good; not merely when the flicker 
is poor. It’s sound judgment and 
may do much for general benefit 
of everybody's boxoffice to wean the 
now too-wise public away from the 
idea that when the rostrum fodder 
is highly delectable there must be 
something wrong with the feature. 
And sinée it’s still the celluloid that 
pulls ‘em, after, all in a picture 
house—for the obvious reason that4 
it’s a cinema first and a music hall 
second—this policy if adhered to 
should have very vital b.o. reflexes 
in the ‘future for all theatre opera- 
tors: 

Jack Benny and his revue top- 
line and Lanny Ross bottom-lines. 
And in between there's Cardini, 
that corking card manipulator from 
the Casino de Paree who achieves 
an individual click all his own 
that’s on a par with Benny, Ross, 
et al. 

Per usual Mary Livingston (Sadie 
Benny) foils for her husband's 
suave comedy, while Lanny Ross 
contributes the vocal and romantic 
interest. The Maxwell House tenor 
on the strength of his lone Par 
flicker, ‘Melody in Spring’ (or 
maybe it’s apart from that), seem- 
ingly has achieved no little b.o. pull 
by himself. The femme salvos 
opening night attested to. that. 
Ditto for the Benny-Livingston act, 
indicating the strong dial-inners’ 
turn-out. So much so that Benny 
wondered how come so many were 
away from their radios tonight 
(Friday) which is when he’s on for 
General Tires at 10:30 - p.m. (The 
way the last show broke Benny- 
Livingston must have made it to 
the NBC studio by a traffic ticket). 

One of the funniest interludes is 


a 


like a Hester street hillbilly. Withal 
Benny has primed ‘em well, 

The 24 Chester Hale Girls go 
through some interesting Harle- 
mania and semi-Oriental impres- 
sionistic terps in great style and 
seemed to mean more on this bill 
than usual. 

Plenty of show but doesn’t seem 
to bother. Feature runs 93 min- 
utes and stage show another hour; 
altogether over two and a half 
hours of entertainment (including 
the usual newsreel and the NVA 
trailer and basket-passing) but no 
bore. Possibly if the turnover be- 
comes a problem that hoke Clyde 
Beatty routine by Benny could be 
chopped; not especially funny. 

Abel. 


ALHAMBRA, LONDON 


London, April 24. 
Bobby Howes is the headline at- 
traction he-e. Outside of having 
payed some years ago in an act 
called We Five (Howes, Roy Roys- 
ten, Laddie Cliff, Claude Hulbert 


and Bobbie Comber) this is his first 
vaudeviile date. 

Howes was originally slated to 
yopen for John Southern at the Vic- 
toria Paiace, but Southern ducked 
when he found the musical com- 
edy and screen star with the ‘trim- 
mings’ would run him into around 
$4,500 per week. 

As a whole, his effort is disap- 
pointing, and looks like it was put 
together hurriedly. Using the house 
sals for background, Howes sings a 
number which does no* mean a 
thing. His next is a comedy offer- 
ing, which is better. Then he goes 
into one with a straight man, both 
doing a couple of A.K.’s over a pot 
of beer. This is a bit done in one 
ot Charlot’s shows, by Herbert 
Mundin. For a finish, full stage is 
used, with 32 gals and 18 men 
dressed as cops, and the comedian 
affects a comedy cop. Reception was 
excellent, and act will pull them in. 
Understvuod Howes gets $2,500, with 
Sir Oswald Stoll paying all the ex- 
tras, 

Supporting bill has too many sin- 
gle men acts, which detract from 
the headliner. 

Scott Sanders in a com: cabby 
scene is funny in spots, but is on 
too early to get full effect of the 
offering. 

Malinoff’s Russian canine actors 
look very much like Marinoff’s dogs 
that played the Palladium some 
months ago. Might be a misspell- 
ing. Dogs did not seem to work too 
freely, with backstage crew not 
helping any. 

Jack Barty offers a similar vehi- 
cle to the one he has been doing 
for years, with only change a few 
digs at Hollywood, always sure of a 
laugh here. 

Jack Francois in some eccentric 
stepping and taps has a nice per- 
sonality. 

Charlie Higgins in crude makeup 
does comedy numbers that are too 
long. Supported >y Bert Bray in 
cross-fire comedy talk, but very lit- 
tl. that’s new. 

Renee and Godfrey, brother and 
sister team, with man dancing while 
playing violin and woman special- 
izing in good toe work. 

Houston Sisters, back together 
again after Renese’s film debut, 
clown a lot. but seem to have no 
definite vehicle. Act is disjointed. 

Sonia and Vernon, man-woman 
act, doing some dancing with xylo- 
nhone accompaniment, make a good 
opener. 

Gordon Ray Gals, permanent 
house. troupe, are on and off too 
frequently. 


ORPHEUM, LINCOLN 


Lincoln, May 4. 
A whirlwind of gymnastics com- 
bined with the ordinary in dancing 


makes this week’s Orph bill some- 
thing like the house trade likes to 
-see, Although there’s only three 
acts on the biil for a fast 35 min- 
utes, it moves and the neighbors 
applaud. <A direct contrast to the 
previous canto and a strong argu- 
mént from this section for vaude 
‘shows that appeal to the eye, rather 
than the ear. 

Danny and Edith, colored dance 
team, execute the usual fast and 
difficult tap steps, but add novelty 
to it by skipping rope a!! the time. 
This pair opened and stopped the 
show. 

Sanna and Loomis, comedy danc- 
ing, deuced with the same tempo 
and scored on SAanna’s monkey im- 
personation and sojourn over the 
seats. These boys have acrobatics 
down to a fine art, keeping away 
from the ordinary toe clicking. Do 
challenges on the encore. 

Five Roses, the old DeCardo turn 
with new faces, shut the bill with 
the novelty barrel and teeter board 





that hoke: trio, the 3 Chicken Sis- 
ters, a. broken-down Cherry Sis 
combo. They call themselves Chico, 
Henno and Coopo, and admit they | 
coppéd the idea of the billing from | 
the Marx Bros. One is Ketesmith- | 
ish in build, the midd! fresh | 
gal, and the quiet end girl speaks 


offering. . There’s a kid in the act 
whe does a triple from the board 
to a shoulder chair and with a little 
more. stage presence, he'll slay 
family trade. Big stunt is a four- 
barrel high climb by one _ blind- 
folded ard a jump into one on the 
board for a rain. of the flipping 
company in every direction. 

‘Such Women Are Dangerous’ 
(Fox), the pic; with an NVA short, 
Universal news and comedy.. - Biz 
good. Barney. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Anatole Friedland’s tab version 
of ‘Fifty Thounsand Frenchmen,’ 
which has been making the rounds 
since the tail end of 1933 and rated 
among the initial unit crop, spans 
the stretch between showings of 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and retails a 
diverting mixture of impersonations 
and dancing. Friday’s early eve- 
ning attendance found the excerpts 
from the musical’s book depress- 
ingly dull but heaps to get excited 
Venita 


about in the mimicry of 
Gould and the loose-jointed leg 
roustabouting dished out by Al 


Norman and the two youngsters 
who help give solid substance to 
his act. 

It takes the production about 15 
minutes to unload its vapid chat- 
ter about the peekaboo side of 
Paris but once this is out of the 
way the going is easy on the eye 
and the ear. Stepping phase of the 
proceedings reaches its climax with 
a fan dance by Dorothy Morgan. 
Number is effectively cued up to by 
the line and the girl with the ostrich 
appurtenances regales with a tease 
exhibit that’s one-sided enough to 
eall for no complaints from either 
the customers or the extra-censor- 
ial elements, Other tootsie special- 
ists that make pleasant points of 
interest for both the eye and sense 
of rhythm are Peggy Alexander, 
Betty Castle, Dot Shennahan and 
Alice Daily. 

With the musical’s book offering 
nothing to make risible hey-hey 
about the laugh load of the show 
revolves pretty much around what 
Al Norman can excite from a mono- 
log and his crossfire with the two 
boys, planted in the audience. Nor- 
man also gives them something to 
chuckle about when he turns to 
inypersonation. But it was the 
takeoffs fashioned by Miss Gould 
trat endowed the Friday evening 
occasion with its high points of 
approval. The bits she pulled out 
of her kit in the finale scene tied 
up everything. She could have gone 
up for another half hour and held 
them intact. 

‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ follows 
a sockerino week with Joe Penner. 
Business Friday evening was away 
back to normal, Odec, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


There was sorrow backstage Fri- 
day night, but the audience didn’t 
see it. Two weeks’ notice was is- 
sued to the whole staff that after- 
noon, upon the management cecid- 
ing to close up. However, the Fox 
isn’t alone in the rocking boat. The 
neighboring Pai mount also folds 
in two weeks. 

Two closings, eliminating more 
than 7,000 seats in downtown 
Brooklyn, will ease up the highly 
competitive situation in the bus- 
iness district of that borough which, 
if classing as a city instead of just 
part of New York, would: rate 
among the first four cities of the 
country with its more than 2,000,000 
people. Should the Fox and Para- 
mount stay shut for any length of 
time it will be soft pickins for the 
Metropolitan ' (Loew) and Albee 
(RKO). Also a break for the 
Strand (Warners), which serves its 
pictures straight. 

Stage show with the picture 
‘Three on A Honeymoon’ (Fox) is 
average this week, so was business 
Friday evening. That means every- 
th'ng light. Band presentation, 
economically booked and’ staged, is 
about as much as can be had or 
expected tnder the money circum- 
stances. 

It’s stratige indeed that this show 
should now tate as second grade 
entertainment; when in retrospect 
it compares with'anything that was 
in vogue five or six years ago.’ In 
those red hot band’ presentation 
days, of which Paul Ash is the sym- 
bol, the Fox’s current show would 
have been called and accepted as 
corking amusement. But the cycle 
has passed for big city amusement 
purposes, , 

But for a preceding dance by the 
22-girl ‘line, Doyle and Donnelly 
were practically opening the show, 
yet they overcame that and held 
their margin all the way as the 
standout turn of the show. A 
straight talking comedy act, Doyle 
and Donnelly might have been ac- 
corded a bétter position for the 
show’s sake more than their own. 
It appears some stagers appear to 
prefer eating their desert first be- 
cause that happens to be their 
favorite course, but that doesn’t 
always go so well with the custom- 
ers or the show. 

Doyle and Donnelly are assisted 
by a cute looking girl, Mary Ann, 
who does the foiling while the boys 
talk and sing. Turn is youthful 
looking and a fast working entry. 

Bert Frohman, who’s been in here 
for a run as m.c., drew applause 
upon his entrance, denoting he’s 
accumulated some popularity. He 
sings, talks, dances and leads the 
orchestra, showing up well in all 
departments. For his singing Froh- 
man drags out a piano accompanist, 
making .two.on this bill, Other is 
used by Phil. Duey, who gets the 


feature billing .this week as a 
‘radio star,’ .That rating may .be 
enky the theatre’s-own opinion, al- 
theugh Duey sings well and the 





audience liked him, But he'll have 


to get a rep before ‘radio star’ next 
to his name means what it says. 

Jack Starns’ novelty blacked-out 
adagio turn and Arnaut Bros. are 
the other current specialists and 
land their usual returns. Arnauts 
did a let of unnecessary stalling in 
the early moments, making it tough 
for their whistling number and the 
latter needed all of its natural class 
t surmount the handicap. 

Girl line in its three numbers 
looks nice on costuming and danced 
well, too. Last winter the Fox 
liners were classed as stumblers 
rather than precision dancers, but 
that appears to ave been corrected 
for they’re working very neatly now, 
starting and finishing together. A 
pair of ‘em, blonde and brunet, step 
out to form a threesome with Froh- 
man. With the rest of the girls 
backing them up, this home-made 
specialty combination brought the 
show to a fast finish. 

Band’s one instrumental specialty, 
conducted by Frohman, was an- 
nounced as an arrangement by 
Willie Kreager. That Kreager, an 
excellent comedy director, was as- 
signed to just sitting among the 
musicians without playing or lead- 
ing, didn’t look or sound logical.. 

Bige. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 4. 

Paucity of patrons in pews open- 
ing show, opening day, had the 
managerial brows’ knitted into 
knots. Poorest inaug of any week 
in months, but factor that really 
stupefied was the line-up on tap. 
Has been long time since Iz Rap- 
paport has doled devotees a double- 
barrelled top-notch fare. Usually 
house totes a sock in one mitt and 
feints with the other; but currently 
the Hipp stands two-fisted before 
the b.o. with chin well up, ‘20th 
Century’ (Col) is unspooling in the 
booth and Georgie Price leads a 
four-act parade across the rostrum, 
But no business. 

Price is not W. K. in these parts; 
majority of locals have a smattering 
remembrance of his ether chores, 
but it’s highly dubious he can wreak 
a real raid on the burg’s box office. 
His stint, next-to-close, offs slug- 
sishly c-hrough a stalling that doesn’t 
click. It’s an immediate barrier to 
beat, but he hops it by hurrying into 
succession of chants that sweeps 
mountingly. 

Preceding act, Keller Sisters and 
Lynch, spanned 11 mins. with har- 
mony. As customary, cinched. 
Shut, Charley Ahearn and his Mil- 
Jionaires. This vet hokum hotch- 
potch fared but fairly. Lasted bit 
too long for audience,. it seemed. 
The six stooges as burlesk-trampy 
as of yore, and the single girl, seem- 
ingly present to.supply the femme 
touch, is oke in her concessions, 
though that grass-skirt. squirm 
might be tempered trifle, out of 
deference to family trade the Hipp 
largely carries. 

Opener, mild dance flash, George 
Andre Four. The group’s:togged in 
avian costumery, rather a novelty, 
and parade pretty standard routine, 
but oke on summation. It’s a close 
repeater for an act at this house. 

Scharper. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Unusually well-balanced quintet 
of turns will entertain most cus- 
tomers once they’re inside. But 
probably not much on getting them 
inside. With the weak ‘Stand Up 
and Cheer’ (Fox) on the screen, the 
Palace hardly figures to have a 
profitable week. Pic just com- 
pleted a forced two weeks at the 
Music Hall. 

Stage drafting power is centered 
on Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, 
from the radio world. They are 
delivering 100% in the trey spot 
here, with Miss Bailey’s rendition 
of Ravel’s. ‘Bolero’ to a symphonic 
arrangement clearly stopping the 
show Friday evening. It’s a pro- 
nounced sock, as are her other two 
songs, and Sims piano solo. Speed 
of the turn, however, can be 
greatly enhanced by a trimming of 
the introductions and a slight ta- 
pering off of the gushy personality 
stuff. 

Opening the. layout are The 
Three Cossacks, a fast and colorful 
skating turn entailing two men and 
a girl on a small, raised platform. 
Following them are Ames and 
Arno, mixed knockabout comedy 
team, who were mildly funny 
when .caught, or at least the audi- 
ence received them so—probably 
due to two or three old wheezes 
sprung by the eccentric gal. 

Harry Burns, next-to-closing, 
and Mattison’s Rhythms, closing, 
wind the show up to a highly sat- 
isfactory finish. Burns’ Wop dialec- 
tic material, with two girls and an 
accented straight man in assis- 
tance, garnered a load of deserved 
laughs, the intimacy of the house 
lending itself nicely to the hokey 
turn, : 

In the ‘Rhythms’ act a flock of 
good young talent is uncovered in 
;the five boys and three girls. This 
goes double for one lanky kid, who, 
while evidently having studied Hal 
LeRoy very closely, shows’ prom- 
ise of reaching an eminent position 
in his field very shortly. All he 
needs is a little more gr&cee and 
ease in delivery and a haircut. Rest 
of them are also dancers, extept an 
exotic bit of femininity who sings. 
Speed is the- keynote of this flash; 
jand it holds it all the way. 








PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


They brought Ethel Merman over 
here after a week at the Times 
Square Par, booked in a few acts 
around her and padded it all out 
into a 56-minute unit that anything 
but resembles Cunningham of Kan- 
sas. He could beat this show on 
speed with both legs busted. Misg 
Merman heads the lineup and is on 
twice, but someone overlooked the 
real talents of Chaney and Fox, the 
class dancing team, so spotted them 
in a short position about middle and 
then forgot about them. 

But two of the other acts have 
a field day of it, the stooge turn of 
Tommy Mack and the team of Bel. 
let and Lamb. Latter must be 
working out some new material, 
They’d stayed around long enough 
at the Saturday matinee show to 
indicate that, and, meanwhile, peo- 
ple were going out for a smoke un- 
til the show started up again. 

Team drew the fancied next to 
closing spot, whereas the Tommy 
Mack act, on second, was much bet- 
ter on laughs. Mack act, however, 
is too long for picture house pur- 
poses, also. 

Miss Merman does a medley of 
pops and ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ from 
‘We’re Not Dressing,’ with Johnny 
Green pianoing. Green, a song- 
writer, conducts the orchestra this 
week in a group of his own num- 
bers, topping it all with some fast 
ivory pounding. 

Down at the close with the stage 
set as a barroom of another day 
and a miniature rostrum in the 
background, Miss Merman fits into 
a number built around ‘Eadie Was 
a Lady.’ It’s not as compact as it 
could be, but Miss Merman’s voice 
and sales ability excel here as 
earlier. 

Hal Menken’s rhythmic dance on 
the stairs and drums provides a 
snappy opening, the girls preceding 
him in stair dances and to provide 
background. One girl was out of 
the line Saturday afternoon, 23 ap- 
pearing. A ballet number is built 
for Chaney and Fox, but it’s noth- 
ing much. 

Business brutal Saturday after- 
noon. Picture, ‘Double Door’ (Par), 
day and dating with N. Y. Par. 

In the special short for NVA week 
Walter Huston uses the word ‘con- 
tribute’ twice, but pronounces it two 
different ways. Cutting also bad. 

Char. 


LONDON PALLADIUM 


London, April 24. 

Opening the bill, not counting the 
Sherman-Fisher troupe 
gals, a permanent here, were Grace 
and Paul. Hartman. Act traveled 
6,000 miles from Hollywood to get 
first spot at this ace house and 
was canceled after first showing. 
That’s show business. 

Two of the headliners are Harry 
Roy and his band, from the May- 
fair hotel, and Elsie Carlisle and 
Sam Browne. Both can thank radio 
for their coveted positions. Former, 
less than two years ago, was get- 
ting $1,250 at the London Pavilion 
for four-a-day. Now getting $2,750, 
and asking more. Latter duo got 
a break with Ambrose’s band when 
they were crooners in chief for this 
outfit and a regular ether act re- 
layed from the hotel. Now as a 
vaudeville offerings they are col- 
lecting $750 per. 

Roy is youthful, full of vitality, 
has a good aggregation, and plenty 
of comedy. Boys look like they are 
enjoying their work, 
ality oozing out of them. Stayed 30 
minutes, and will return here after. 
three weeks, by actual demand. 

Carlisle and Browne croon their 
way into popularity, with audience 
asking for songs they made popular 
on the air. Nevertheless, . they 
stayed too long, with best part of 
offering being Bert Read and Slim 
Wilson, two pianists from the Am- 
brose orchestra. 

Important American importation 
is Miss Gene Dennis. There is nov- 
elty about this simple and. good 
looking gal Not the type of act 
ideally suited for this house, with 
use of the ‘mike’ not helpful. Not 
presented to the best advantage, 
either. Male announcer, ‘reading: 
from a slip of paper a speech about 
this psychic’s accomplishments, 
does not convey realism. It is‘in her 
favor that house gave her undi- 
vided attention despite this lack of’ 
salesmanship. : 'S : 

Will Fyffe, in two numbers, first 
as an octogenarian and then as 
old salt; registered his usual quota 
of laughs. 

Brookins and Van, darkies, do an 
act modelled on the lines of Moss 
and Frye and Buck and Bubbles. 
Typically negroid, with that non- 
chalant style which greatly appeals 


here. Can do with a few new gags, 
though. 
With the Two Schenks in the 


house, but not playing, due to length 
of program, Vic Oliver and Margot 
Crangle actually closed the bill. Act 
is a holdover, due to sail back to 
New York, but were prevailed upon 
by management to stay another 
week. With laughs at a discount, 
they filled a dire need. Held house 
intact, despite their oft-repeated ve- 
hicle. 

Openers, second show, were Three 
Auroras (holdover), balancers on 
cycles, and Freddie, Phyllis and Ann 
in Condos brothers’ routine, depu- 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Back to vaude at the Par 
this week, show being tabbed 
frankly ‘Spring Varieties’ and acts 
run off in a regulation vaude man- 
ner. Six acts plus the line of girls. 
Except that everybody works only 
a few minutes here and there, and 
the headliner, Milton Berle, works 
about 35 or 40 minutes. Say any- 
thing you want to about the Berle, 
you can’t deny him one thing—he 
works hard. 

At the Par Friday night, with as 
many empty seats as occupied ones, 
Berle’s hard work seemed to get 
him places, too. The response was 
long, and sincere and the customers 
seemed eager to recall him even 
after the final curtains were pulled 
and it was evident the picture was 
about to start. Maybe that can be 
explained, however, by a knowledge 
on the part of the audience of what 
the picture, ‘Double Door’ was like. 


Girls are on fore and aft, and 
both times in cutely staged num- 
bers. Especially is the opening 
stanza effective, set being a luscious 
one with gigantic chandelier and 
silver fountains, girls in. springy 
white clothes dancing to Mendel- 
sohn’s ‘Spring Song.’ Orchestra 
managed to get it somewhat off- 
key and in a strange orchestration 
but the girls romped prettily about 
without worrying. 

Moore and Revel follow in one 
pleasantly enough with their drunk 
dance. Took some pratfalls and 
got some laughs. Gertrude Niessen 
foNows with two songs. She's been 
playing Broadway house” so much 
of late that she’s almost become a 
stock company on her own. Still 
effective piping, however, and she 
could well have done a third num- 
ber. 

Berle lad bows in here and starts 
right in, never leaving the stage 
again except for a few minutes. His 
stories and mannerisms are still the 
same, still filched from anywhere at 
all, still a bit too raw in spots, but 
still effective. There’s a freshness 
about him that intrigues and holds. 
Berle has a gag writer, now, on 
salary, a good one, but doesn’t 
bother using too many new gags— 
it might spoil his reputation. 

After about ten minutes of chat- 
ter. Berle brings out the Nicholas 
Brothers, youngster colored tappers, 
who do themselves proud as usual. 
Then Berle joins them for a final 
challenge which surprises by his 
capable use of his tootsies) He 
ought to do more dancing in the 
future, no sense forgetting it. 

Norman Prescott, mind worker, 
follows, and again Berle is on stage, 
Berle being Prescott’s stooge. Pres- 
cott is a very clever mentalist, 
working through the audience for 
some good effects. Berle has been 
taught to get his signals and 
handles them all cleverly with some 
neat gagging. 

Milton comes back again for some 
more talk and winds up with his 
radio takeoff, a very funny bit. Has 
a new ending for this now, black- 
ing up rapidly on stage for a Cantor 
imitation. He doesn’t sing any of 
his parodies during this show, 
which is a blessing and, all in all, 
impresses about as well as, or bet- 
ter than, ever. Although the show 
might have been a better one had 
he worked less and some of the 
other acts more. 

Girls finish off with another 
Springy number, this time in sports 
outfits. 

No overture this week and no 
shorts, but newsreel pads the show 
out to about 140 minutes, fair 
enough. Kavuf. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


It’s an off week, artistically, at the 
Roxy, but as usual untrained 
juveniles, frankly offered as such, 
wih greater applause than more 
practised performers. Audiences 
everywhere fall for the kid stuff, 
and here they get—and apparently 
enjoy—a whole mess of it. It’s a 
Fanchon & Marco unit, ‘Tomorrow's 
Stars,’ which suggests a greater 
optimism than these veteran pro- 
ducers usually show. But it seems 
to be holding the crowd nicely for 
55 minutes 

Opens with boys and girls danc- 
ing before the bandstand in a more 
elaborate setting than usual. Wes- 
ley Eddy, the house m.c., on to 
launch the first turn, Lane and 
Buddy, who do a taps on top of a 
pair of prop drums and then use 
the stage for the second number. 
Not bad dancers and they get the 
show off to a good start. Followed 
by Tom, Dick and Harry in a mild 
mayhem sequence, formless and 
with little humor, It’s a poor imi- 
tation of a dozen similar acts, with- 
out the spontaniety, yet they get 
off for a big hand after staying on 
for an overlong session. Then Gil- 
bert Diaz bobs up to the mike to 
sing ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ and ‘This 





Little Pic.’ in a cross between a 
eroon and a shout. His voice is | 
unplaced and unreliable, but he has 
a nice smile and an assured air and 
the audience took to him. 

First touch of professionalism 
comes with the Foster girls in back- 
less costumes, very short skirts and 
trunks of equal and sometimes too 
much brevity. They work with 
Eddy in a familiar bit in which they 


are -upnosed to halt when he blows 
a whistle, which, of course, is at 


the most inopportune time. They 
fall down and sprawl their legs 
around, and the audience fairly 


rocks with glee. 


Gladys Beck does three numbers 
in an assured mezzo-contralto, suf- 
fering from a poor selection of num- 
bers. Rather too ostentatiously led 
to the mike to emphasize her blind- 
ness and create the kind applause 
appeal. She does not need this faking, 
for she can get over without stall- 
ing. Jack Liss and a small band 
work on a band platform in the old 
orchestra pit; the stand looking 
rather dimimutive in the wide open 
spaces. They play well for young- 
sters, though young Diaz horns in 
on the middle of three selections. 


Closer is Chuck and Chuckles, two 
negro boys, who are burdened with 
the billing, ‘Vest Pocket Edition of 
Buck and _ Bubbles,’ which only 
serves to emphasize how thoroughly 
lacking they are in the qualities 
which make the established team 
adraw. They do a little good danc- 
ing, but not much, and for the most 
part they fall short in every de- 
partment, particularly the talking. 
Eddy announces the line girls will 
show their versatility in a military 
drill and they come on in blue 
chiffon over hip length shirts, which 
permits a very ample display of 
their rather ample _ versatilities. 
Wind up with beating the drums 
and then evegyone on to take the 
curtain bow. 

Film is ‘No Greater Glory’ (Col), 
with a Mickey Mouse, a travelogue, 
which dwells at undue length on the 
Taj Mahal, and the newsreel. Com- 
plete show runs two hours and 55 
minutes. Chic. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, May 2. 


Denver is apparently finding out 
what is the matter with vaudeville. 





One answer is the Brown Derby 


Revue. A group of doubles for stars 
make up the show—or at least try 
to make it up. They sit there, 
around tables, the setting supposed 
to simulate that of the Brown Derby 
in Hollywood. They sit there until 
called upon to do their trained seal 
act, and the best thing some of them 
do is to walk back to their chairs. 
Local theatremen bemoan the fact 
they can’t get better acts, but their 
hands are tied and they have to take 
what they can get most of the time. 


Some of the acts, when they get 
out of the double stuff and do some- 
things, such as a dance act, fan 
dance, or similar, get places. Recep- 
tion of this unit by Denver au- 
diences disproves the assertion that 
Denver audiences are cold. They 
were generous beyond what was 
deserved, 

Denver did not fall for the Holly- 
wood premiere stuff. At eight o’clock 
on the opening night, when the 
doubles were to enter in style, be- 
ing driven up in limousines, about 
a hundred were in front of the 
theatre. Denver wants entertain- 
ment and not lobby ballyhoo. Dou- 
bles do not interest them. 

Show opens with Gene Morgan, 
boss of the outfit and m.c., telling 
his story, and by the way, he talks 
too much. Folks at a vaudeville 
house don’t want a lecture, they 
want to see or hear folks do some- 
thing. Doubles-are dancing to give 
it the Brown Derby atmosphere. 

For initial routine line dressed as 
daisies, with huge flower hats and 
pink dresses slit to hips to make 
dancing easier. The Moore twins, 
being Gary Cooper's double, do a 
twin dancing act that gets a hand. 
Miss Blair tells the m.c. a story that 
never got a giggle. She’s Joan 
Blondell’s’ double. The Johnson 
Bros., not doubles for anyone, play 
some ‘atmosphere’ music and are 
applauded freely. Greta Garbo’s 
double and Gene Morgan put on a 
restaurant argument and fight, and 
Mae West's double swings her hips 
and says ‘come up and see me some 
time.’ Benny Standish, Buzz Berke- 
ley’s assistant, does a number being 
taught to girls in a picture in Hol- 
lywood. (That’s what he said.) The 
m.c. and John Gilbert tortured the 
audience with one of those gags 
where the answer is forgotten— 
when they finally get to it. Travis 
and Sharpe, billed as stunt men, do 
some strong-arm stuff, but Loraine 
Lloyd, Joan OCrawford’s double, 
copped top spot with her impersona- 
tions of a number of stars. 

Line in white satin collars, bras- 
sieres and trunks trimmed in black, 
do a fast short routine for finale. 
The line can always be counted to 
put pep even in an otherwise dead 
stageshow. Orchestra under capable 
direction of Milt Franklin, gave the 
layout strong support. 

With ‘This Man Is Mine’ (Radio) 
on sereen, biz fair. Rose. 


CASINO, N. Y 

> . > 
Casino has the edge on the Pal- 

ace in at least one respect. It’s 

a more modern, better appointed 

and finer theatre. But here as 


three blocks down the street at the | 


Palace the show consists of acts 
that have been seen considerably if 
not too much and too often. 

On pictures up here it’s catch-as- 
catch-can. House is playing sluff 
product first run, while the Palace 
gave that up to go second run fol- 
lowing the Music Hall on RKO, 
Fox, Universal and Columbia pic- 
tures playing there, as well as 6ec- 


after it’s played the Paramount. 


run will be playing better box of- 
fice pictures, now and then the 
Casino may hit something pretty 
good if willing to outbid the Rexy. 


for what's loose. 

This week ‘Whirlpool’ (Col) is 
rolling past the projection lenses. 
It’s a fairly good picture and Fri- 
day night was apparently drawing 
rather well. 

Lineup in order played Friday 
evening is Jeannie Lang and Three 
Rascals, Carlton Emmy and his 
dogs, California Revels, Gordon and 
Sibley and Arthur Petley and Co. 
Each of these acts is okay with 
other company but together they 
don’t add up to much of a show. 
No outstanding punch in any of the 
five slots, which is where the trou- 
ble lies. 

Bert Gordon, with Olive Sibley, 
in this side of the close, is not only 
old stuff by now but neither his 
present act and material makes the 
act what is used to be. 

On laughs, Emmy’s dog act tops 
Gordon. It’s better than it ever 
was. Petley’s efforts for laughs are 
minor in connection with the cast- 
ing trampoline act he and his three 
comrades offer, which leaves the 
show weak in the comedy division 
to begin with. 

California Revels is the fastest 
interlude on the bill. It’s a dance 
flash of six people which ranks high 
in talent and staging. One of the 
mistakes avoided is trying to do 
too much and taking too long to do 
it. 

Songs to a mike, assisted by 
three lads, one of whom pianos, is 
what Jeannie Lang has put in her 
act. The girl has an odd person- 
ality and forces it but on selling 
songs, she has a way that takes. A 
pleasing little act. 

The ushers and other attendants 
up here are very polite, —_ you. 

"har. 


. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, May 4. 

Since the opening of this house 
in March as a vaudfilm spot at 40c 
top, the Oriental has dropped from 
a $17,000 gross to under $11,000, 
and it’s still dropping. There must 
be a reason. And the reason may 
be that the shows haven’t held up 
to the Oriental standard, 

This is due to the fact that the 
house has lacked a booking head 
with real authority. Every act 
booked into the spot has to have 
at least five to six okays. Nobody 
knows who’s on the bill or what’s 
set. Conflictions and doubling re- 
sult. Acts that are right here in 
Chicago are booked by New York 
sources with the costs on the acts 
being 30% to 50% more through 
this method. 

House started out to be booked 
singly but now okays are necessary 
from execs ranging frofn Walter 
Immerman and John Balaban to 
Lou Lipstone, Nate Platt, Nan El- 
liott, Morris Silver, Sam Bramson 
and Charlie Cottle. This is cost- 
ing B. & K. money at the box-office 
and in the overhead, and if allowed 
to continue might result in the 
closing of this house, as it closed 
the Tivoli, unless the Fair comes to 
the rescue. 

On the show this week four of 
the six turns are novelty acts, and 
the headliner, Solly Ward, doesn't 
rate headlining such a_ theatre. 
Ward fits as an act. Opening was 
Walter Neilson, cyclist. He was 
novelty No. 1 for the opening spot 
and does an excellent job of it. He 
cycles on everything from a tooth- 
pick to a barrel-top and had this 
audience in his hand throughout. 
Vox and Walters are the ventrilo- 
qual duo now working with a dirig- 
ible backdrop. 

In the third spot is an act 
labelled the Three Racket Cheers, 
three men in an attempt at comedy. 
Their idea is hitting each other on 
the head with hats. It’s okay once 
or twice, but later gets annoying. 
No material, no routine and no act. 
Vaude end finished with a_ genuine 
act, Stan Kavanaugh. 

Stage show opened with a Walter 
Craig, out of the band,. warbling a 
la Crosby, and he does well with 
those pipes. Has the quality this 
audience likes and had to give ’em 
t'vo encores. 

Kirk and Lawrence were brought 
back to town with the novelty 
horse act. Act goes nicely in a 
presentation, better than as a 
straight vaude turn. It’s all up to 
the man’s horseback riding mim- 
icry. That's all there is to the act, 
but it’s enough. Ward closed the 
show. In between there was the 
line of girls, gone sloppy again. 
| Picture, ‘Lazy River’ (MG). Busi- 
| ness off at the first show Friday. 
Gold. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, May 4. 

Fortnight ago, with ‘Tarzan’ 
(MG), consuming 107 mins., house 
cancelled Arthur La Fleur’s novelty 
act to compress vaude running time. 
Currently, ‘Viva Villa’ (MG) shades 
‘Tarzan’s’ time by five mins., so 
;once again an act is sacrificed and, 
}oddly enough. it’s La Fleur’s. 











ond run on half of the Par product 


While chances are Palace in long | 


Rialto and Mayfair, all in the field | 


NEWSREELS 


(EMBASSY, N. Y.) 


While newsree! circles are buzz 
ing about what's going to happen 
when Hearst gets on his own, 
there’s little in the current program 
make-up to show that any of the 
lreels are fortifying against possible |! 


| 
| 





Had of Howard. 


competition. 


Paramount carries off honors for} 


the week with eight bonafide news 
clips in a house reputably partial to 
Pathe. The Rooster reel is second 
with four such subjects, while Uni- 
versal and Hearst tag with two 
each. 

Altogether that’s hardly a show- 
ing for the representative screen 
news of the week—a grand total of 
16 clips. It only bears out com- 
plaints thrust at the reels for their 
lethargy and indicates stronger than 
any wordy description the need for 
a hypo. 

Looking at the programs this 
week even phlegmatic observers of 
the reels cannot picture camera 
crews cutting each other’s hoses and 
fighting for first position, let alone 
rushing the negative back to the 
lab for the flash that formerly 
meant a scoop. 

It’s over a week since the officer 
who was shot in the Dillinger hunt 
was buried. Universal, grouped into 
this subject a new interview with 
Dilly’s father which is the big laugh 
of the week. Not only that, a lot 
of people are heartily applauding 
Dad Dilly’s commentary that his 
boy might make a good cop. 

The fleet in Panama is also stale 
news. Paramount had it in detail 
last week,.and now Fathe is follow- 
ing with a rehash. 

For three or .four consecutive 
weeks attendees have been looking 
at Philadelphia police hustling 
around knitting mill strikers. For 
a third time, at least, Par shows a 
woman being handed into the paddy 
wagon. 

Among Paramount’s good ones is 
the first real study of Insull since he 
left Greece. He submits to a close- 
up on hoard ship, and it looks as 
though a Par crew is making the 
voyage with him. Par cameras 
even managed to board the train. 
But Insull lets the reporter do all 
talking. 

Same reel gets a darb on the Rus- 
sia rescue off Nome. Views of the 
ship which marooned 102 people on 
the ice are included. Subject rep- 
resents some real reel initiative. 

Details of the Trotsky story, 
showing the Russian and reviewing 
his French hide-away are Par’s. 
Dog brought to life by science is an 
unusual. Pathe gets a statement 
from the surgeon-scientist which is 
liable to send many fans home un- 
der the delusion they can forget the 
undertaker. 

A silent Universal camera re- 
views posses at work in the Arizona 
kidnapping. Incidentally, the U 
reel fails to mention anything about 
the $5,000 capture reward it posted 
in a publicity story with the wire 
services, 

While reporters were interviewing 
Schwab camera crews were record- 
ing questions and answers. Ac- 
quittal of Bishop Cannon on elec- 
tion charges, but failure to mention 
anything about his reported forced 
retirement, were Par’s. 
shows some signs of life with a 
booze fire in Kentucky and Gov. 
Pinchot taking fiving lessons. 

Other subjects: New Blue Eagle. 
May Day, skiing. King George and 
a Japanese spokesman, more Texas 
wrestling, English. American and 
Spanish armies. old and young lion 
tamers. European tourists, Mrs. 
Roosevelt and a cutge little girl, 
King Leopold, college athletics. new 
Italian cruiser. Waly. 





been pencilled in. And is again; 
so if the town is patient it'll be 
vouchsafed a gander. Anyway, La 
Fleur is garnering a wealth of ad- 
vance billing. 

Just four acts and, on collation, 
measure up decidedly to the mus- 
tard. Opener, Adair and Richards 
(New Acts). Dance flash that 
equalizes its lack of elan and speed 
with a deluge of color and flash. 

Deuce, Rio Bros. Quartet has a 
nice opening bit that intros a single 
on rostrum announcing imitash of 
Durante. Gets started, is inter- 
rupted by another Schnozzola from 
audience, who mounts stage crying 
‘fraud.’ Then another wades up 
with same story; then another. Bit 
terminates with foursome arguing 
and yelling and heaving in unison. 
Also, they contrib a snappy preci- 
sion scare-crow dance; plus some 
slow-motion antics. A joint imitash 
of a ‘goose’ isn’t in best of taste, 
considering this house’s clientele, 
and furthermore, it’s old here. 

Roy Smeck stepped out in ‘one’ 
and held down the trey for 10 mins., 
sailing over au frond. Fingers a 
classy rep of guitars and banjos. 
His ‘Grass Shack’ strumming is 
stretched overlong. 

Harry Howard closes well with 
his conglomeration of  stoogery. 


| Looked like iegalized lunacy to the 


| 


customers at outset, but once caught 
up, mob rolled rightly. Howard 
mainly relies on his stooges’ insane 
succession of costumes and on 
turn’s lightning pace. Has four men, 
including lilliputian, stooging, plus 
single femme. Along about mid- 
way a languid, indifferent pooch 
walk on and makes a stooge out 
Scharper. 


Hearst: 


Cukor Says 


(Continued from page 2) 
| offer in its screen version the qual- 
ity that made it great. Respect the 
original, and its adaptation will 
; move the screen audience as the 
work itself has gripped its readers. 
His First Job 
Cukor's first job in Hollywood was 
dialog director for ‘All Quiet.’ 





Lewis Milestone taught him, when- 
ever a problem arose, to look into 
the book for its solution, to find in 
the book its answer, never to go 
outside the text. That is the most 
valuable lesson Cukor’s received in 
pictures, he says. The Academy 
award to the adaptors of ‘Little 
Women’ made Cukor particularly 
happy because the adaptation of 
‘Little Women’ was precisely that— 
an adaptation. 

Through weakness and strength 
it adhered to the book. Though 
they were told that it was poor dra- 
matic structure for Beth to die 
twice, that the Professor couldn't 
appear only in the last third of the 
picture, that these, amongst other 
points of the story, would have to 
be changed for pictures, still the 
adaptation clung to the original, 
disregarded the conventional taboos 
—and the results were, Cukor ad- 
mits, most gratifying. 

To Cukor, the importance of the 
success of ‘Henry the Eighth’ and 
‘Little Women’ is thus: As both 
classics and successes, they’re a 
wedge to the literature of all the 
world. They've shown the picture 
industry that with an equipment of 
two hands and 10 fingers it’s been 
operating with only the knuckle of 
one thumb. These pictures open the 
gates to the classics of all time, to 
the great things that have been 
written through the ages, show to 
the industry that it doesn’t have to 
contrive and sweat out pigmy sto- 
ries, that a gold mine awaits. 

‘How much easier it is to do a 
great work!’ exclaimed Cukor, 
stirred by the prospect. ‘How much 
more interesting for the director, 
the cast—and the audience! A gold 
mine—but look out for the pitfalls! 
What pitfalls? Well, first of all, 
most of the classics have to be done 
in costume, and there’s something 
about a costume that kindles t'e 
ham in an actor, makes him carry 
on like he’s doing opera in English, 
gets his reading very sonorous, his 
gestures sweeping. 

Stop Kidding 

‘Then you've got to beat down a 
tendency to kid it. ‘Dear, dear, isn’t 
this quaint,‘ everybody's apt to mur- 
mur, and get cute. Watch out for 
that. It’s only natural, but don’t let 
it get in front of the cameras while 
they're grinding. Blow it off before- 
hand. Above everything, a classic 
must be done with sincerity and 
respect.’ 

Cukor, a very responsive fellow, 
though before ‘Little Women’ they 
used to say he had no heart and so 
selected him to do brittle plays and 
drawing room stuff, is thrilled by 
the scope of pictures, believes that 
the only thing that communicates 
itself to all peoples is emotion— 
which pictures are so expert at get- 
ting over—maintains that the uni- 
versality of pictures—their wide 
audience—is not a limitation—in- 
sists that censorship is not a limita- 
tion either, ‘you can do anythng you 
want and they can’t catch you. It’s 
all in the way you do it,’ and con- 
fesses a whole-hearted allegiance to 
pictures now that he knows them 
and loves them, even though he 
first went out to do them, as a stage 
director, with bit of condescension 
and a big hankering for the dough. 

‘A director has so much more to 
say in pictures than in the theatre, 
aso much more challenging assign- 
ment. Which assignment I believe 
he should approach, not with the 
idea of stamping his own personal- 
ity upon it—although I grant you 
that is better for his own commer- 
cial interests—but with the en- 
deavor to tell that particular story 
as that particular story should be 
told, with a respect for that story 
that makes its own mood _ tri- 
umphant.’ 


ROOSEVELT’S INDIE PIC 


Andre Roosevelt has returned 
from Panama, where he shot a fea- 
ture film. 

He's in New York 
distribution deal. 

Paul Cavanaugh Spotted 
Hollywood, May T. 

Paul Cavanaugh gets the top lead 
opposite Gertrude Michael in ‘No- 
torious Sophie Lang’ at Paramount. 

Adrienne Ames also set for a 
part. 
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-S) WARNER BROS. HAVE PUT THEM TOGETHER AGAIN IN 


MERRY WIVES 
OF RENO) 


GUY KIBBEE HUGH HERBERT 
RUTH DONNELLY FRANK McHUGH 
GLENDA FARRELL HOBART CAVANAUGH 
MARGARET LINDSAY DONALD WOODS 
ROSCOE ATES 


Directed by H. BRUCE HUMBERSTONE 
\Wlogroph, ne. Distributors ; 
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Much for Little 
Omaha. 


As the highlight of an especially 
heavy campaign on ‘Twenty Mil- 
lion Sweethearts,’ Louise Cotter, of 
the Brandeis arranged a telephone 
interview for Jake Rachman (Jack 
Reel) with Dick Powell, the star of 
the show. Stunt is after all just 
another Variation of securing a pic- 
ture player’s confirmation of the 
worth of the film, yet it contained 
a more newsy angle than the usual 
run of pub stunt, as it was hot 
and came through a newspaperman 
direct. It broke near a half column 
in advance of opening, and for only 
the price of a night-rate station- 
to-station call. And arrangements 
were completed with only three 
telegrams exchanged between the 
theatre and the studio pub depart- 
ment. 

With this as the ace gag, Miss 
Cotter built up a nice campaign us- 
ing several commercial tie-ups. Of 
these the best was with Western 
Union, which provided a mammoth 
telegram to be signed by sweet- 
hearts only and sent to Powell day 
of opening. Others included the 
run of fashions, cosmetics, music 
and photo line-ups with the town’s 
biggest department store. 

Leon Biumberg, as a special pub 
man sent out by Warners, lent a 
hand and was surprised at the re- 
ception as he had only to listen to 
the daily’s cricks tell him how well 
the show clicks. To cash in on this 
heavy plugging theatre opened 
Thursday, day early, to be day-and- 
date with Hollywood opening. 


Railroads Will Help 

Lou Goldberg, of Columbia, points 
with pride to the fact that Col’s 
‘Twentieth Century’ is going to the 
Chicago Fair, and at no cost to Col. 
The New York Central has been 
making a display in Grand Central 
station, N. Y., for the showing of 
the pic at the Music Hall. Chief 
item is the rear-end of its train of 
the same name with wax figures 
of John Barrymore and Carole 
Lombard. This is in the concourse 
where everyone can see. It has at- 
tracted much attention, chiefly be- 
cause of the excellence of the fig- 
ures. Railroad will take it to Chi 
to form part of its exhibit. 

Road also contributed several 
sections of its handsome changeable 
ad sign. These were all for the 
feature and the Music Hall, with- 
out reference to the train. Also 
produced a 22x28 poster which has 
been sent to all stations and agen- 
cies. 

Tie-in, however, should not be 
confined to the railroad. It can be 
linked to other roads with such 
suggestions as what the Century 
is to the Central the Chief is to the 
local line. Way paved for plenty of 
gratis publicity. 


Lobby Floor Posters 


There has been so much interest 
shown recently in the 8- or 24- 
sheet poster pasted to the floor of 
the lobby that Edgar Hart, who 
was one of the first to use the idea 
and probably the originator was 
asked for the complete dope. 

He writes that for ordinary use 
it is sufficient to use poster paste 
to put the paper down, either cov- 
ering with shellac or water glass 
when it has dried. To remove the 
covering, it is softened with wood 
alcohol and the paper thoroughly 
soaked in a solution of salt and 
with scouring powder. A_ brush 
may be used, but a broad-bladed 
paper scraper, similar to a putty 
knife, but wider, will be found use- 
ful. 

Paper pasted down with water 
Blass solution will give longer wear, 
but it takes more alcohol to re- 
move it, often requiring a second 
application. As with the pasted 
paper, the salt and scouring powder 
solution should be used for a 
chaser. 

Hart, by the way, is leaving Co- 
lumbus RKO house and heading 
back to San Diego, his home, un- 
less someone ropes him on the way. 


Lattice Work 


Already they ::e digging out the 
lattices down south, for nothing 
helps more as a hot weather sug- 
gestion than the white and green 
lattice across the lobby front to 
convey the suggestion of a shaded 
bower instead of a stuffy theatre. 
The lattices will surge north as the 
warm weather creeps along, and 
all should be ready in June. 

Care should be taken that the 
lattice does not impede the free 
passage of patrons. It should run 
to a narrow drop at the sides and 
can be dipped in the center in front 
of the box office, if that’s where 
the b.o. is located, but even there 
it should not come down too far. 

Can be dressed with artificial 
vines, if they are given a freshing 
dip in a dye bath when they be- 
come sun-faded. If real foliage is 
desired, professional decorators 
generally use hop vines as being 
the most rapid in growth. The dirt 
should be rich and kept fertilized 





as the vines will need plenty of 
food to attain a proper growth. 

The effect can be enhanced with 
potted plants, but just the lattice 
will prove a big ticket seller this 
side of the Arctic Circle. If rough 
lath is used for construction, plane 
off the fur, or rough fiber. The 
saving in the paint required will 
well repay the cost of the labor 
required, and the job will be better 
in that the smooth surface will not 
catch the dirt as easily. 


Keeps the Score 


Manager in a minor league town 
started off the season with a unique 
score board -n his lobby. He had 
a glass-faced rack, made large 
enough to contain baseballs, using 
the dollar a dozen sort. Each time 
the home team wins, a gilded ball 
is placed in the rack with the date, 
the opposing team and the score. 
Each loss is marked by a black ball, 
with the similar data. The result 
is a day-by-Cay record of the team 
that tells it all at a glance. Last 
year he worked a similar scheme 
and during a hot finish some people 
actually paid admission to the the- 
atre, looked at the scoreboard and 
went out without seeing the picture. 
In addition to the ball rack there 
is space for the standing of all the 
teams, the percentages being figured 
in advance and posted as soon as 
the results are known. 

Capitalizes interest in the game 
and works so well that.the head 
man is figuring on adding the in- 
dividual playing scores. Draws the 
fans and helps the evening busi- 
ness. Rack is in a long lobby in- 
side the gate, and sufficiently re- 
mote from the auditorium not to 
disturb the fans when argument 
grows heated. 

Looks like a great gag for a 
lounge, where the idea can be 
elaborated. 








‘Taran’ in Balto 
Baltimore. 

To entice kid interest in “Tarzan 
and His Mate’ (MG), Herb Morgan, 
Loew’s local pub man, conducted 
contest in conjunction with a daily 
that invited the youngsters to pen 
stories of narrow escapes they had 
actually effected when faced by dan- 
ger. Chiefly yarns of evasion of 
clutches of wild, blood-bent animals 
sought. Dough and ducts held out 
as incentives. 

Probably, after glancing at some 
of the stories submitted, the kids 
wrestled more with imaginative 
powers than with memory; but that 
proved okay. The very nature of 
the flick is prone to inspire kids to 
thoughts of super-human physical 
accomplishment. And after scrib- 
bling down their braveries, most of 
the youths journeyed downtown to 
the Century to see what Tarzan had 
on the ball that their imagination 
hadn't. 





First Fake Tip 


Fake racing info used to sprout 
every spring when they brought 
the gee-gees up from the New Or- 
leans mud to the Baltimore mire. 
Took all forms from the full racing 
slip to the dodger. Recently the 
idea has been dropped in favor of 
putting up a cup supposedly donated 
by a star for some overnight event. 

Paramount goes back to the old 
times with a pink flyer touting 
‘Little Miss Marker," Damon Run- 
yon’s story of the child pledged with 
a bookmaker. Worded and set to 
look like a hot tip. Packet was 
airmailed to be inserted in each race 
program for the Kentucky Derby, 
and after so long an interval looked 
brand new. 

Stunt is good from now until the 
nags hoof it around the ovals at 
the county fairs. Keep it in mind. 


Home-Made Zoo 


Los Angeles. 

In an attempt to build up juve 
patronage, Manager Hi Peskay, of 
the F-WC Golden Gate, hit upon the 
idea of transforming a portion of 
the spacious patio of his theatre 
into a miniature menagerie. Boys 
and girls in the neighborhood were 
invited to bring their pets and dis- 
play them in attractively con- 
structed cages, and in return they 
received a free admission to the 
current show. 

Much word of mouth advertising 
with plenty of good will building 
for the house. 


Shifting Heads 


Washington 

Local Warner Bros. exploiteers 
copped a flock of space in Herald 
in addition to getting best belly 
laughs in months thru contest on 
‘Twenty Million Sweethearts.’ Paper 
carried heads of Dick Powell, Ginger 
Rogers and Allan Jenkins for three 
days in lay-out. Idea was that fans 
should cut out heads and paste 'em 
in any picture thruout paper of that 
day. 

Contest was billed as Silly Photo 
Game. Prizes went to funniest com- 
posites. Stuff which came included 
everything from Powell's face on 











pic of society dame holding baby to 
Giager on a cow's body, 





Practical 


Approached by a man on the 
street for a handout, Louis Saiden- 
berg, of the Strand theatre, Knox- 
ville, found that the four-year-old 
boy with him was a spelling phen- 
omenon. Instead of slipping the 
father a quarter, Saidenberg put 
the youngster on as an attraction 
and not only gave the youngster a 
chance but made a little extra coin 
for himself, as well. 

Same spirit which induced the 
judge of the Juvenile court to write 
the paper an appreciation of Said- 
enbereg’s efforts to cater to the fam- 
ily trade; the letter drawing a two- 
column boxed head. 


Radio Hook Works 


Washington. 

Local WB office is putting over 
most effective theatre-radio stunt 
tried here in years. Plan ties in 
with Women’s Radio Hour on 
WJSV six days a week. Program 
takes up one phase of housekeeping 
every day with talks, etc., on vari- 
ous angles of cooking, managing 
kids, et al. Femmes are invited to 
send in own suggestions and hints 
and best are awarded passes to WB 
theatres. 

Clever side of the idea is way it 
builds up neighborhood spots on 
WB chain. Plug at start and finish 
of hour lists attractions at outlying 





houses in addition to two downtown 


spots. Girls are requested to specify 


which theatre is in their locale when 
they send in entries. This also 
keeps all winners from flocking to 
mainstem theatres. WB is handing 
out 10 ducats per program but noth- 
ing in proportion to dames who 
make the effort. 





Exclusive ‘Mate’ Tie-up 
Los Angeles. 


For first time in several years, 
Bullocks, ace downtown department 
s‘ore, gave up one of its street win- 
dcws for a display of jungle trophies 
and moan cy for exploitation of 
‘Tarzan and His Mate.’ 

Loew's State responsible for the 
tieup. Outside ballyhoo included a 
huge glass cage on a truck, in 
which were enclosed a man made 
up as Tarzan, plus a lot of monkeys 
tcr atmosphere, 


Color Ads 





Omaha. 

Innovation in local advertising 
was inaugurated here by Joe Rosen- 
field, city manager of the A. H. 
Blank theatres. Paramount, of 
which Rosenfield is also manager, 
took colored ads in both of the city’s 
dailies on the opening of ‘Tarzan 
and His Mate.’ Ads in color have 
been used by national advertisers 
before, but not by locals, Figured 
‘Tarzan’ just suits use of the flash. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Omaha. 

Divisional Manager Evert Cum- 
mings, of the Blank Tri-State or- 
ganization, completed the list of 
personnel changes which has been 
under way since his resumption of 
this post. 

James Schlatter, assistant man- 
ager of the World, becomes house 
manager of the Orpheum, replacing 
Paul Ives, recently resigned. 


Ray Smith, treas. of the Orpheum, 
becomes house manager of the 
World. Archie Johnson, former 
treas. of the Paramount, moves in 
as treasurer of the Orph, and Jack 
Kolbo moves up from chief of serv- 
ice to treasurer. 

Charles Schlaifer, publicity chief 
at the Paramount, recalled from a 
forced vacation on the coast to di- 
rect publicity for Orpheum and 
World. 

Only bid at referee’s sale of Or- 
pheum theatre Monday (23) was one 
of $125,000 made by representatives 
of the bondholders, 

Representatives claim several 
companies will bid for the lease. 

Joe Rosenfield, recently appoint- 
ed as city manager and manager of 
the Paramount for the Blank Tri- 
State chain, hag tendered his resig- 
nation to become effective May 15. 
Rosenfield then goes to the West 
Coast where he takes a managerial 
post for a Coast chain. 

Bill Miskel is in at the Orpheum 
as manager under a semi-temporary 
arrangement which will likely be- 
come premanent. He formerly held 
exec positions here under the Publix 
regime. 








Syracuse, N. Y. 


Frank Nolan, formerly assistant 
to Leo Rosen at Strand, returned as 
assistant manager at Schine’s Eckel. 
Don Elliott returns to the Riviera, 
Rochester. 





State Center, Ia. 
Hein Attractions has taken over 
Star, and will operate in future as 
the Senate. 





London, Ohio. 

Mrs. Mary L. Anderson, wife of 
Stewart Anderson, of London, has 
purchased the Mystic Theatre, 
Utica, Ohio, including equipment 
and real estate. Will open May 5 
under the management of Mr. and 
Mrs. Anderson. 





San Diego. 
F-WC Balboa reopened’ under 
supervision of B, V. Sturdivant, two 
features for 15c. 





Kansas City. 
Louis E. Mayer who has been 
assisting Lawrence Lehman at the 
Orpheum transferred to Columbus, 
as manager of the RKO Majestic. 





Wheeling, W. Va 
Virginia theatre, which cost $300,- 
000 to build, was purchased at 
bankrupt sale for $75,000 by the 
Conservative Life Insurance Co., of 
this city, which held a lien in that 








amount. Future of the theatre is 
uncertain, 
Los Angeles. 
Wiltern, formerly Wairaer's West 


ern, has reopened with duals at 20c. 
Ben Berinstein operating. 





Denver. 


Rex, Greeley, and Mesa theatre, 
Grand Junction, recently Publix, 
have reverted to the original own- 
ers. . 


M. Robin, manager of the Palm, 
Alamosa, succeeding Chas. Ernst, 
who has been moved to Denver to 
book for the three J. J. Goodstein 
theatres. 


Ed Schulte will start building 400 
seater soon at Alcova, Wyo. Site of 
huge dam and irrigation project. 
Has also bought the Big Horn the- 
atre, Greybull, Wyo., from Mrs. 
Gertrude McKay. Both houses will 
be added to the Gibraltar Enter- 
prises, Inc. 


J. B. McMahan will open up 
Hatch, N. M., and G. G. Herrington 
has leased the theatre at Estancia, 
N. M. Both closed since silent. 

Mrs. Fred Lind to Steamboat 
Springs, Colo., where she will man- 
age the Chief. Lind is remaining at 
Littleton, operating their Grand. 

Prices at the Aladdin, Denver, 
have been boosted a dime at night, 
making it 50 cents, with loges at 60 
cents, including tax. 





San Francisco, 


With Charles Caballero returned 
to the Los Angeles office of Fanchon 
& Marco, latter’s Orpheum here has 
Charles Pincus and Charles Wuerz 
running the theatre under direct 
supervision of L, A. Pincus is doing 
the publicity, and Wuerz handling 
the front of the house; Leah Son- 
nenborn in charge backstage. 

Al Goodwin is in at Marco's Or- 
pheum as assistant manager under 
Charles Wuerz. 





Memphis. 

Howard Waugh, Warner zone 
manager, appointed Alan Smith 
manager of Bleich theatre, Owens- 
boro, Ky. Burgess Waltman trans- 
ferred to Orpheum, Fulton, Ky. Joe 
Shuck, manager of Owensboro Or- 
pheum, goes to Princess, Mayfield, 
succeeding H. C. Neale, who 
switches from the Mayfield Princess 
to the Dixie, same city. 


Yuma, Ariz. 


Principal Theatres closed the 
Lyric here (5) for summer. 





Seattle. 


Music Hall, opening this week, as 
John Hamrick’s ace house, will be 
managed out of the main offices, 
under supervision of H. E. Daigler, 
with Dan Redden promoted from 
head ushership at Music Box to as- 
sistant managership of Music Hall. 

Clyde Strout becomes head usher 
at Music Box. Frieda Renick and 
Phylis Beresford head _ personnel 
staff. 

Herb Sobottka, mgr. of Coliseum 
(Evergreen), is a handy man. With 
Vic Gauntlett, advertising manager 
for the circuit in hospital for ap- 


pendicitis operation, Herb steps 
into that berth. Willard Coughlan 
handles the publicity, with Herb 


doing the display. Lloyd Miller, 
assistant mgr. at Coliseum, pinch 
hitting as mgr. while Herb is at 
main office. 

R. J. Harrington, former assist- 
ant manager at Liberty, Portland, 
succeeds Henry Ross as assistant to 
Jim Clemmer, at Fifth Avenue 


Shirts and Films 


Showmanship has now entered 
commercial business. Through a 
heavy exploitation campaign lined 
out along ordinary film fashion, 


Norman D. Waters is applying 
showmanship to the business of 
selling shirts, nurse's uniforms, 
hats, etc. 

Waters has prepared a complete 


press book, similar to those gotten 
out by film companies on separate 
pictures, for a special ‘Sorrell and 
Son’ shirt, a ‘Melody in Spring’ 
shirt, and a ‘Men in White’ nurse's 
uniform, On each of those the press 
book is varied ana contains a num- 
ber of different possible aids for 
selling the item. Paid for by the 
wholesaler and distributed gratis to 
the retailer is the idea. In the 
past, different merchandisers tied 
up with picture co:rpantes on sepa- 
rate items they allowed the picture 
companies to do all the work of 
advertising, via photographs, win- 
dow cards. or _ similarly. By 
Waters’ scheme the storekeepers do 
their own building-up, thus making 
sure of greater results, and at the 
same time giving the picture com- 
panies greater results. 

On the ‘Sorrell and Son’ item, a 
package of a father and son shirt 
is being made up for combination 
sale. By tie-up with Famous Music, 
publishers of the song, ‘Melody in 
Spring’ is exploited in a handsome 
10-page color book, with the front 
cover of the title song appropriated 
as front cover of the press book. 
Also several tie-ups were made on 
this film on the Lanny Ross name. 
For instance, one of the stunts is 
with a chain of New York chain 
stores in which a triple tieup had 
free dishing out of Maxwell House 
coffee to customers. 





Clocks for ‘Hour’ 


Clock stunts are indicated for 
‘The Witching Hour,’ the best of 
these being that originated by the 
late Ralph Ruffner a lot of years 
ago. Ruffner contacted the makers 
of a clock being advertised by name 
and obtained the loan of a couple 
of hundred clocks, which were hung 
from the lobby ceiling. They were 
timed to ring alarms at five-minute 
intervals. As each alarm rang in- 
termittently for 15 minutes, there 
were three at it at once. That was 
a good gag for the silent days, but 
can be used now only if it will not 
interrupt the sounding of the pic- 
ture, 

Second best bet is the clock 
which should run down some time 
the opening day, with the question 
as to how long it will run with one 
winding, or a fast and a slow clock, 
with an estimate on the difference 
in time at the Witching Hour, which 
is two o'clock. 

Stores can be tied into clock sales, 
they can be offered as prizes in any 
form of contest or worked on a re- 
verse contest, and given to the 
school child most frequently late in 
a given month and therefore, pre- 
sumably, most in need of an alarm 
clock. In this gag it is merely an- 
nounced that the clock will ‘0 
awarded some child, wih condition 
not announced in advance. Pres- 
entation can be made on the stage, 
with the reason first told then, 





Plugging ‘Rothschild’ 
Portland, O. 

Ted Gamble, Parker manager, 
turned his exploitation and pulb- 
licity department loose on the ad- 
vance of ‘House of Rothschild’ 
(UA) now playing at the United 
Artists. He began by holding a 
preview for men and women of local 
Jewry, including Gov. Julius L. 
Meier, Rabbi Henry J. Berkowitz 
and heads of various Jewish or- 
ganizations, all of whom expressed 
themselves very much in favor of 
the pic. The results of this preview 
was all organizations volunteered 
help and announcements were made 
in all synagogues. A tie-up with 
the local Jewish paper helped. 

Other features of the campaign 
were: Thirty days of announce- 
ments daily over two radio stations. 
Two weeks of big billboard display 
and street car advertising. Art and 
advertising every day in newspa- 
pers for over two weeks. Series of 
stories writter by Arliss in a local 
sheet. The climax was two four- 
page sections in two dailies of adv. 
and plenty of art. 

Prices were raised from 40 to 55 
cents 


Catalina Promenade 

Hoily wood. 
Forecourt of the Fox-West Coast 
Egyptian here has been transformed 
by Manager Sugarman into an El 
Paseo del Enchanto, which to the 
layman means the enchanted prom- 
enade, wherein strolling troubadours 
play for the benefit of passersby, 
while along the sidewallls are lo- 
cated basket weavers, silversmiths, 

leather workers and lace workers. 
Entire display was transplanted 





from Catalina Island, and also in- 
j cludes a sculptor who models tiny 
lfigures out of Catalina clay. 
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A | 
“ ork c itics Echo FanM 
se f = 
fo ogo gon 
“Screamingly funny... Barry- ““Twentieth Century’ is an 
SE SS eee See ee utterly mad, devastating, up- 
o roarious riot of mirthfulness 
gives the best performance sot Sad 
Bs ven,” ...its screaming hilarity tom- 
re ee “4 “ 7 toms a tattoo upon the risi- 
i ice ts bilities in a fever of insane 
“Twentieth Century’ is a vu ... Best of all is John 
; ; .” N.Y. Ameri 
@ wild-eyed, rattled brain, _ akrymote merseny 
hilariously amusing picture. : “All of them must bow to 
§ Without doubt, one of the FF 9 A— — Barrymore. He walks ees J 
most devastating, satirically i \ with “Twentieth Century’. 
[ : fil J hn B ae / —N. Y. Evening Post 
= «amusing films. John Barry- - 
more % brilliant.” , A L L A B OA R D e “Twentieth Century’ is one 
: —N. Y. World-Telegram i] tke of the most entertaining 
talkies of the season. Barry- 
@ “Twentieth Century’ is | more proved that he is as 
Bs ogrand entertainment. John , much a sure-fire comedian as 
Barrymore, sheer delight. a C FE N T U RY MI he ever was.”—N.Y. Evening Sun 











you'll enjoy it! 
—N. Y. Evening Journal 


“Rollicking, speedy and di- 
verting ... lively and amus- 
ing. ‘Twentieth Century’ 
gives Carole Lenbate the 


role of her career.” 
—N. Y. Daily Mirror 


“John Barrymore in fine fet- 
tle..never fails to keep the 
picture thoroughly alive... 


frequently hilarious.” 
—N. Y. Times 


“A natural big-money at- 


traction!” —M. P. Daily & 
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““Twentieth Century’ in- 
duces gales of laughter... 
merriment rises tO uproar- 
ious heights. John Barry- 
more gives the greatest 
screen performance of the 


season.” —Brooklyn Daily Eagle 


““Twentieth Century’ is an 
extremely funny comedy, 
distinguished by one of the 
most brilliant performances 
John Barrymore has given 
during a long and illustrious 
career.” —N. Y. Herald Tribune 


“Grand entertainment. A 


push-over at the box-office!” 
— Film Daily 
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April 5, April 12_~—*«| ~—sApril 19 April 26 _ 
FOX Coming Out | Hold That Two Alone | Constant 

(4,000; 25-35-50) $14,000 Girl $13,000 Nymph 

High. $48,600 | (Stage Show) $13,500 $14,000 

Low.. 8,900 a. meses 

ALBEE Scandals Bottoms Up | Lost Patrol Wild Cargo. 
(3,500; 25-35-50) $17,500 $16,000 $18,000 $16,000 
High. $45,000 (Vaude) 

Low.. 9,000 iP Sele 
STRAND Heat Wonder Bar Bar Ji Gent 

(2,000; 25-85-50) oe $12,300 $11,200 37.000 i 

High. $28,500 $6,200 (2d week) 

Low... 4000; | 

PARA- Come on Melody in | Telling Me Trumpet 

MOUNT Marines Spring $20,000 Blows 
(4,000; > $20,000 $20,000 $14,000 

j 3) (Stage show) (Roxy’s Gang 
vy ke | RGA ee a ane 

METRO. Showoff Riptide Palooka ~ Catherine 

POLITAN $14,000 $18,000 $17,000 $17,000 
(2,400; 25-35-50) ( Va ude ) “ 

High. $39,000 
Low.. 14,000 

April 5) April 12 | April 19 | April 26 

EARLE Jimmy Gent | Wonder Bar Gambling Death Takes 
(2,424;  25-35-40- $12,500 $23,400 Lady $15,000 

. (Vaude) $20,000 
High. $27,000 (Ozzie Nel- 

Low.. 6,000; Es son on stage) 

x More Women| Scandals Looking for | Men in White 

(3,134; 25-35-60) $18,500 $25,000 Trouble $32,000 

High. $41,500 (Vaude) (Thurston on $22,000 

Low.. 11,000 stage) (Jimmy 

Durante , 

fo. 2 Des 3 hs =" on stage) ; 

KEITH’S It Happened | Wild Cargo Cargo Catherine 
(1,830; 25-35-60) $8,000 $11,000 $6,000 $10,500 
High. $21,000; (5th week) (2d week) 

Low.. _3,700 SO Se 

PALACE Eskimo Riptide Tide Nana 
(2,368; 25-35-60) $9,000 $20,000 $9,000 $12,000 
High. $32,090 (24 week) 

SS sere 15a ee 
COLUMBIA | Gallant Lady Harum Nora Moran | Made Her Bed 
(1,263; 25-40) $5,000 $5,000 2,500 $3,500 

eg $19, cre (Repeat) 

Low. 1.100 . 

MONTREAL 
April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 

PALACE Fugitive Devil Tiger Melody in Death Takes 

(2,700; 59) Lovers and Spring and 
High. $18,000 and Harum and Like It That 
Low.. 6,500 Buy $8,000 Wharf Angel ay 

Everything $6,500 $8,000 
$7,000 ‘ 

CAPITOL ~ Bolero Spitfire Scandals Poor Rich 

(2,700; 50) $7.000 and and and 
High. $30,000 | Right to Coming Out | Men in White 
Low.. 5,500 | Romance $10,500 $10,000 

$11,000 re 

LOEW'S Hips, Hooray; Good Dame Showoff Hazard 

(3,200; 65) 8,500 $10,500 $8,000 $10,000 
High. $18,000 (Vaude) 

Low.. _5,500 
PRINCESS Fashions Moulin Rouge Rouge Bondsman 

(1.900; 50) and and and and 
High. $25,000 To Every Fury of Jungle Advice to 
Low.. 3,500 Woman Jungle $6,000 Lovelorn 

> $5,500 $7,500 (2a _ week) $6,000 
April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 

STATE Showoff Riptide Men in White! Looking for. 
(3,200; 15-25-40) $7,000 $15,300 $11,500 Trouble 
High. ary oo (Vaude) $9,100 
Low.. 500 ' 

cajEeric | Believed in Sons of Side of Wonder Bar 
(2,200; 15-25-40) You Desert Heaven $7,300 
ca. $17, 500. and and and 
Low. 2,800 ' Wine, Scandals Gambling 

Women, Song $6,100 Lady 
= 1 $3,200 $5,800 

PARA- | Beggars in Advice to Death Takes Melody in 

MOUNT Ermine Lovelorn and Spring 
(3,200; 15-25-40) and and Made Her Bed and 
High. $18,000 More Women Last $4,900 House of 
Low.. 2,200 $4,500 | Roundup Mystery 
ee. eee | $6,400 $6,600 

ALBEE Line-Up | Spitfire Wild Cargo Cargo 
(2500; 15-25-40) and and and and 
High. $20,000 Crazy Quilt Keep 'Em Glamour Glamour 
Low.. 2,500 $8,100 | Rolling $8,200 $3,500 

$8,800 (6 days) 
KANSAS CITY 
April 5 | April 12 April 19 April 26 
a ag Catherine | Riptide Men in White | Looking for 
4,000; 25) $6.500 | $21,400 $12,400 Trouble 

High. $35,000 $8,900 

Low.. 5,100; a ; 

MAIN- Massacre Spitfire Wonder Bar | Man Is Mine 

STREET $10,000 =| = $8,500 $12,500 $12,000 

(3,200; 25-40) (‘Cotton Club (40-60) 
High. $35,000 Rev.” on } ‘New Yorkers’ 
Low.. 3,700 stage) on stage) 

NEWMAN | 9th Guest | Death Takes Gambling Harold Teen 

(1,800; 25) and and Lady and 
ea. $33,000 | Beggars in Hold That and Trumpet 
Low. 4,000 | Ermine Girl Son of Desert Blows 

$6,200 } $9,800 __ $9,000 $6,500 

UPTOWN | Harum Scandals Scandals Coming Out 

(2,040; 25-40) | $5,000 $6.500 $3,000 $3,000 

(3d week) (2d week) 
TACOMA 
|. April S| April 12 | April 19 | April 26_—sC 
MUSIC BOX Six of Kind Palooka | Harold Teen | Spitfire 
400; 25-35) | $1,100 $2,900 and | $4,300 

High. $10,500 (5 days) (8 days) Nana 

Low.. 1,109 $3,590 | 

Pm ots git 6 (Split. 9 days) ae 

ROXY Harum | Riptide Smoky Carolina 
(1,300; 25-35) $4,000 $6,000 and | and 
High. $7.000 (2d week, 6 Big Moment | Love Birds 
Low.. 2,000 ° days) ' $2.800 $3.200 





























(Continued from page 5) 
the boards of both theatre com- 
panies. 

Famous Theatres Corp., formed 
when Par purchased the bankrupt 
Publix Enterprises’ assets, takes the 
place of Publix in the Par organiza- 
tion, uniting all its theatre interests. 


Dept. As Is 

Aside from Schaefer’s selection 
for the presidency over theatres, the 
department remains as it is with 
Sam Dembow, Jr. and Y. Frank 
Freeman v.p.’s with equal power but 
differing duties. Dembow heads all 
operation, partnership contact, film 
buying and stage booking, while 
Freeman is in charge of real estate, 
insurance, taxes and such matters. 

In addition to acting as top the- 
atre head, Schaefer continues other 
duties as general manager, post inte 
which the trustees placed him some 
time ago. He also remains as v.p. 
of distribution and like Kohn will 
not have theatre matters as his only 
duty 

Kohn was v.p. of numerous sub- 
sidiaries, notably Paramount Pic- 
tures Corp. This is the principal 
subsid of P-P which in turn 
branches out into Paramount Pro- 
ductions, Inc., Paramount Distrib- 
uting Corp. and Paramount Interna- 


tional. He was also v.p. of Par 
Productions, Ine. 
Kohn’s resignation came on top 


of leave obtained by trustees to sue 
him and other individuals in and 
out of Par for recovery of over 
$12,000,000 on stock repurchases. 
He was treasurer of Par at the time 
these stock repurchases and the 





April 5 | April 12 {| April 19 j Apri! 26 
FIFTH AVE. Bolero Scandals Riptide Wonder Bar 
| (2,400; 25-40) | $5,000 $5,900 $14,700 $13,000 
High. $26,000 (9 days) 

Low.. ie ee a eee ee 
PARA- Good Dame Cat and Come On, Telling Me 
MOUNT $6,300 Fiddle Marines $5,800 

(3,106; 25-35) (20-30) $7,500 $6,200 
High. $21,000 | (Stage Show) 

i’ rGek: =) Maeeeed Be = ee ee = as 

LIBERTY | It Happened | Happened ~ Happened — Happened 
(1,900; 15-25-35) $7,100 $6,900 $6,300 $6,000 
High. $12,000; (5th week) (6th week) (7th week) (8th week) 
Low.. 2,100 = , ’ 
MUSIC BOX Nana | Gambling Spitfire Spitfire 

(900; 25-35) $2,700 Lady $6,200 $4,000 
High. $17,000 (2d week) | $4,000 (2d week) 
Low.. 2,000 | re noel 

April 5 April 12 _ Aprit 19 April 26 
PE Good Dame Nana Riptide Men in White 

(3.300; 25-40-55- $18,750 $21,000 $18,000 $20,006 

_ _60-75) (Stage Show) | (‘G. V. Follies’ (Buddy 
High. $41,000 (Morton on stage) Rogers on 
Low.. 3,750| Downey on stage) 

= stage) Pan 

FULTON Harum Scandals Forgotten Cat and 
(1,750; 15-25-40) $6,300 $5,000 Men Fiddle 
High. $12,000; (2d week- $3,800 $6.500 
Low. 1,900 8 days) (Return) 

STANLEY Bolero It Happened | Death Takes Spitfire 
(3,600; 25-35-50) $5,000 $11,000 $8,000 $7,500 
pags “ee 
Low. 

April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 
STATE Got Your Scandals Coming Out | Harold D sce 

(2,200; 25-35-40 Number $3,500 $5,500 $3.0 

High. $28,000 $4,000 (‘Laugh It (New ows 

Low.. 3,000 Off’ on stage) 

ORPHEUM /|Man Is Mine! Meanest Gal Spitfire Wonder Bar 
(2,890; 25-35-40) $5,500 $6,000 $10,000 
High. $25,000 (New York- 

Low.. __ 2,200 ers’ on stage) ¥ 
LYRIC Frightened Frontier More Women Made Her 

(1,360; 20-25) People Marshal $3.200 Bed 
aa $17, 000 $3,000 $3,200 $2,500 
Low.. 1,200 Ree ee SAP SR 

April 5 April 12 __ April 19 April 26 

ALABAMA Going Riptide Carolina Gallant Lady 
(2,800; 30-35-40) Hollywood $9,000 $7.500 and 
High. $29,000 $8,500 Jimmy Gent 
Low.. 3,500 — : 

STRAND Come on Kennel Suzanne More Women 

(800; 25) Marines Murder $200 $1,200 

High. $5,100 $1,000 $1,000 

Low.. 800 aes 
EMPIRE Havana Mandalay Nellie Hazard 
(1,100; 25) Widows $1,800 $1,800 $2,500 

High. $12,000 $1,800 

Low.. 800 

April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 
PARA.- Beggars in Come on Melody in Trumpet 

MOUNT Ermine Marines Spring Blows 

(2,348; 35-50) and $5,300 and and 
High. $21,000! Wharf Angel| (Mary Small Heat Twin 
Low.. 2,600 $4,200 on stage) Lightning Husbands 

Ee) $5,700 2 $5,200 
POLI’S Mr. X Riptide Harum Men in White 

(3,040; 35-50) and and and and 
High. $20,000; Love Birds |Sing, Like It | Success Any | Coming Out 
Low.. 4,200 ,000 $11,000 Price $11,200 

$8,700 

SHERMAN | Lost Father Gambling Wonder Bar | Harold Teen 

(2,200; 35-50) and Lady $7,500 ’ and 
High. $16,000; Shakedown $5,200 Spitfire 
Low.. 1,500 $4,200 $5,600 

$13,000,000 film-hocking deal were 
Zukor To Coast |*3.° 
Trustees are reported to have 


given Kohn no reason other than 
that his resignation would be for 
the good of the estate and to the 
benefit of the creditors. He had 
been with Par 21 years, coming out 
of a law office to join the firm when 
it was young. 

Schaefer’s naming of Neil Agnew 
to the created post of general sales 
manager, realigning the distribu- 
tion end, is to ease up on his own 
duties. These moves have been on 
the way for some time and the Kohn 
resignation was one of those things. 


The Agnew move was not unex- 
pected in trade circles, ‘as Schaefer 
has been grooming Agnew for his 
new post for several months. Ag- 
new’s appointment now for the first 
time permits Schaefer to extend 
his own duties as originally 
planned. 

Replacing Agnew in his old posi- 
tion will be Charles Reagan, of the 
Par Chicago exchange. Eddie Fon- 
taine, of the Cleveland exchange, 
moves into Reagan’s spot at Chi- 
cago. 

Schaefer, who thus begins his 
actual duties as general manager, 
has been on the distributien end 
of the industry for some 15 years. 


sii West 


Hollywood, May 7. 
Charles Brackett, New York play- 


wright, arrived here last night 
(Sunday) by plane to write for 
Paramount. 

He will first work on dialog for 
the B. P. Schulberg picture, ‘Her 
Master's Voice.’ 3rackett formerly 


worked for Paramount at Astoria. 


| Bank ptey Charges 


(Continued from page 4) 


ed to a single 
individ- 


luted instead of confin 
firm or group of firms or 
uals 


Reducing Bankrupts 


Intended 
of bankruptcies and 
speedier method for 
debts, the bill permits 
creditors or the corporation 
volved to present a plan of reor- 
ganization to Federal courts: the 
courts may approve the preliminary 
program, and subsequently, with 
consent ef two-thirds of the cred- 
itors and half of the stockholders, 
place the scheme in operation. 
Trustees may be appointed or the 
prior management may continue in 


the number 
provide ’ 
readjusting 
groups of 
in- 


to reduce 


control, with courts continuing to 
exercise supervision over their 
operations. 

Reorganization actions may be 


initiated by three or more creditors 
with aggregate claims of $1,000 or 
more, while a similar group or 5% 
of the stockholders may oppose any 
particular proposition. 

Plans of reorganization shall in- 
clude provisions modifying or. alter- 
ing rights of creditors or any class 
through issuance of new securities; 
may modify rights of stockholders 
in similar fashion; afford adequate 
protection for minority groups not 
accepting the proposal, either 
through transfer or sale, liquidation 
or otherwise, 


Outstanding features are clauses 
specifying that plans may provide 
for mergers, sales of company 


properties or consolidations; that 
the petition shall specify claims to 
be paid in cash in full, and that re- 
organization may include rejection 


of contracts, including leases, under 
certain conditions. 
The provision relating to leases 


is expected to prove of greates 
value in the film industry, since it 
limits the amount of damages for 
cancellations. Grouping claims for 
contract abrogation as the seventh 
category of claims which may be 
allowed, this section as amended i. 
the Senate specifies that landlords 
may claim damages for injuries re- 
sulting from rejection of leases in 
an amount not exceeding the rent 
reserved by the lease for the next 
succeeding year plus an amount 
equal to accrued unpaid rent. 


Allowable Claims 


Allowable claims include proven 
debts, which are fixed liabilities in 
writing; damages in court actions 
pending at the time of the filing of 
the reorganization or bankruptcy 
petition; claims existing before the 
petition was filed; open accounts or 
express or implieJ contracts; 
awards of accident or other com- 
missions; rental claims. 

Reorganization procedure follow- 
ing ing of a petition and plan 
calls for preliminary approval of the 
court and acceptance in writing by 
66%, % of the creditors and 50% of 
the stockholders. Courts may re- 
quire corporations, either in sup- 
port of their petitions or in oppo- 
sition to creditors’ petitions, to file 
detailed schedules of indebtedness, 
assets stock and financial condi- 
tion; names of stockholders and 
other pertinent information for use 
in determining the fairness of the 
plan. 

Upon approval of the plar the 
court may continue the debtor in 
possession temporarily or name 
trustees, requiring bond; fix the 
compensation and expenses of all 
parties in proceedings; direct re- 
jection of contracts; authorize is- 
suance of new securities; refer con- 
troversial matters to special mas- 
ters or referees in bankruptcy. 

Prolonged discussion centered 
over provisions specifying the juris- 
diction in which outsiders might pe- 
tition for reorganizations, as the bill 
fixed the place as the court juris- 
diction in which the principal place 
of business or principal assets were 
located during the preceding six 
months. Fearing this would deprive 
his home state of much legal busi- 
ness and complicate efforts of stock- 
holders or creditors, Senator Hast- 
ings of Delaware proposed that the 
action might also be initiated in 
the jurisdiction in which the com- 
Compro- 


pany was incorporated. 

mise permits actions to start In 
state where corporations were or- 
ganized only when the ‘principal 


place 


of business’ is disputed 





Set Frankie Darro 
Hollywood, May 7. 
Frankie Darro gets the juve lead 
as first in the cast being picked for 





‘Burn 'Em Up Barnes,’ Mascot se- 
rial skeded te get under way 
Thursday (10). 

Armand Schaefer and =6 David 


|} Howard will co-direct. 
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Joan, dear— 


“Sadie McKee” was screened in 
the M-G-M projection room today 


amidst cheers and tears and 


YOU SAID IT, 
HOLLYWOOD 
REPORTER: 


“Swell picture...sure-fire audi- 
ence... well-tailored for the 
talents of Joan Crawford... 
The stuff the fans cry for... 
direction of Clarence Brown 
something to rave about... 
John Meehan’s dialogue expert 
and amusing...a humdinger 
for the femme fans.” 


bravos! Our beautiful “Dancing 


Lady” has done it again. 





Gratefully yours, 





a 








JOAN CRAWFORD in SADIE McKEE 


A Clarence Brown production... with Franchot Tone... Gene Raymond... Edward 
Arnold ... Esther Ralston ... Based on Vina Delmar’s story ... Directed by Clarence 
Brown .... Produced by Lawrence Weingarten. ,..A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Hollywood Productions 


Week of May 7 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 
Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman) 


by studios. 
COLUMBIA 


‘Whom the Gods Destroy’ 


(Sth week) 
D—Walter Lang 
A—Sidney Buckman 
Cc—Benj. Kline 
Cast: 

Walter Connolly 
Doris Kenyon 
Robert Young 
Scotty Beckett 
Rolio Lloyd 
Jack Mulhall 
‘Black Meon’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Roy W. Neill 
A—Clements Ripley 
Wells Root 

C—Joe August 

Cast: 
Jack Holt 
Fay Wray 
Dorothy Burgess 
Cora Sue Collins 
Lumsden Hare 
Clarence Muse 
Eleanor Wesselhoeft 

Untitled 

(ist week) 
D—D. Ross Lederman 
A—Harold Shumate 
C—Al Seigler 
Cast: 

Tim McCoy 
Fox 
‘Grand Canary’ 

(4th week) 
D—Irving Cummings 
A—A. J. Cronin 

Ernest Pascal 
Cc—Bert Glennon 
Cast: 

Warner Baxter 

Madge Evans 

Marjorie Rambeau 

Zita Johann 

Barry Norton 

Juliette Compton 

Roger Imhof 

H. B. Warner 

Gilbert Emery 

John ‘Rogers 

Gerald Rogers 

Desmond Roberts 


‘Baby Take a Bow’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Harry Lachman 
A—Ed. KE. Paramore 

Philip Klein 
c—L. W. L. Connell 
Cast: 

James Dunn 

Claire Trevor 

Shirley Temple 

Dorothy Libaire 

Ray Walker 

Alan Dinehart 

Rolfe Harolde 

James Flavin 

‘Caravan’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Erik Charell 
A—Melchior Lengyel 

Robert Liebmann 

Samson Raphaelson 
C-—Ernest Palmer 

Ted Sparkuhl 
Cast: 
Charles Boyer 
Jean Parker 
Louise Fazenda 
Eugene Paliette 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Richard Carle 
Dudley Digges 
Charles Grapewin 
Billy Bevan 
Harry Bradley 
Armand Kaliz 
Blanca Bischer 


‘Caravan’ 


(French) 
(3rd week) 


Cast: 
Charles Boyer 
Mile. Annabella 
Andre Daven 
Andre Berley 
Pierre Brasseur 


*She Learned About Sailors’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Geo, Marshail 
A—Unassigned 
Cast: 

Alice Faye 

Frank Mitchell 
Jack Durant 

Nick Foran 

‘She Was a Lady’ 

(ist week) 
D—John Blystone 
A—Elisabeth Cobb 

Ainsworth Morgana 

Josephine Lovitt 
Cast: 

Helen Twelvetrees 

Robert Young 


‘Charlie Chan’s Courage’ 


(2nd week) 
D—George Hadden 
Eugene Biggers 
Seton I. Miller 
C—Arthur Miller 
Cast: 
Warner Oland 
Drue Layton 
Donald Woods 
Paul Harvey 
Murray Kinnell 
Harvey Clark 
Si Jenks 
James Wang 
Jess Carter 
Jerry Jerome 
Reginald Mason 
Virginia Hammond 


METRO 
‘Treasure Island’ 


(th week) 
D—Victor Fleming 





C—Oliver 
Cast: 


(8th 
D—Cecil B. 
A—Bartilett Cormack 


(5th 
D—Elliott 
A—Howard Lindsay 


Norma Shearer 
Charlies Laughton 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
Fredric March 
Ferdinand Munier 
Katherine Alexander 
Marian Clayton 

Ian Woolf 

Una O'Connor 


‘100% Pure’ 


John Emereon 


C—Hal Rosson 
Cast: 


Jean Harlow 
Lionel Barrymore 
Franchot Tone 
Patsy Kelly 

Lewis Stone 

Hale Hamilton 
Shirley Ross 

Bert Roach 
Desmond Roberts 
John David Horsley 


‘Merry Widow’ 
(3rd week) 


D—Ernest Lubitsch 
A—Franz Lehar 


Ernest Vajda 
Samson Raphaelson 
Marsh 


Maurice Chevalier 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Una Merkel 

Ed. Everett Horton 
George Barbier 
Sterling Holloway 
Minna Gombell 


‘Green Hat’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Robert Leonard 
A—Michael Arlen 
Cast: 


Constance Bennett 
Herbert Marshall 
Henry Shephenson 
Mrs. Patrick Campbell 
Leo Carroll 


PARAMOUNT 


‘It Ain’t No Sin’ 
(8th week) 


D—Leo McCarey 
A—Mae 
C—Karl Struss 
Cast: 


West 


Mae West 

Roger Pryor 

John Mack Brown 
Katherine DeMille 
John Miljan 
James Donlan 
Stuart Holmes 
Harry Woods 
Edward Gargan 
Frederick Burton 
Augusta Anderson 
Duke Ellington Orch. 
Libby Taylor 
Warren Hymer 


‘Cleopatre’ 
week) 
DeMille 


Waldemar Young 
Vincent Lawrence 


C—Victor Milner 
Cast: 


Claudette Colbert 
Warren William 
Henry Wilcoxon 
Gerrude Michael - 
Joseph Schildkrauwt 
Ian Keith 

C. Aubrey Smits 
Ian MacLaren 
Arthur Hohl 
Leonard Mudie 
Irving Pichel 
Claudia Dell 
Eleanor Phelps 
John Rutherforé 
Grace Durkin 
Robert Warwick 
Edwin Maxwell 
Charles Morris 
Henry Beresford 


‘Thank Your Stare’ 
(5th week) 


D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—Ben Hecht 


Gene Fowler 


C—Leo Tover 
Cast: 


Jack Oakie 

Ben Bernie 
Dorothy Dell 
Arline Judge 
Alison Skipworth 
Roscoe Karns 
William Frawley 
Paul Cavai.agh 
Lew Cody 

‘She Loves Me Nov 
week) 
Nugent 


Ed. Hope 


C—Chas, Lange 
Cast: 


Bing Crosby 
Miriam Hopkins 
Kitty Carlisle 
Edward Nugent 
Lynne Hymer 
Warren Hymer 
Henry Stephenson 
Judith Allen 


Maude Turner Gordon 


George Barbier 
Margaret Armstrong 
Ralf Harolde 

Vince Barnett 

Matt McHugh 
Franklin Ardell 


‘The Old-Fashioned Way’ 


week) 


(3rd 
D—Wm. Beaudine 
A—Walter DeLeoa 


J. P. McEvoy 
Garnett Weston 


A—Robert Louis Stevenson ¢_pen Reynolds 


John Lee Mahin 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 
Wallace Beery 
Jackie Cooper 
Lionel Barrymore 
Otto Kruger 
Dorothy Peterson 
Wm, V. Mong 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Nigel Bruce 
Lewis Stone 


‘Barretts of Wimpole St.’ 


(ith week) 
D—Sidney Franklin 
A—Rudolph Besier 

Claudine West 
Ernest Vajda 


Donald Ogden Stewart 


C— Wm 
Cast: 


Daniels 


Cast: 


W. C. Fields 
Baby LeRoy 
Joe Morrison 
Judith Allen 
Tammany Youag 
Jan Duggan 
Jack Mulhall 
Joe Mills 
Samuel Ethridge 
Emma Ray 
Ruth Marion 
Richard Carle 
Oscar Smith 
Larry Grenier 
Wm. Blatchford 
Jeffrey Williams 


‘I Married An Actress’ 


(3rd week) 


D—Ralph Murphy 
A—Gregory Ratof 


‘‘Funay Thing Called Leve’ 


Humphrey Pearson 
C—Milton Krasner 
Cast: 

Elissa Landi 

Adoiphe Menjou 

David Manners 

Alan Mowbray 

Lynne Overman 

Adrian Rosley 

George Baxter 

Judith Voselli 

Mlin Howland 

Paul Porcasi 


‘Here Comes the Groom’ 


(3rd week) 
D—Edward Sedgwick 
A—Richard Flourney 

Leonard Praskins 
Casey Robinson 
C—Henry Sharp 
Cas: 
Jack Haley 
Patricia Ellis 
Mary Boland 
Neil Hamilton 
Isabell Jewell 
E. H. Calvert 
Larry Gray 
BADIO 

‘Family Man’ 

(4th week) 
D—John Robertson 
A—Harry Hervey 
C—Teddy Tetzlaff 
Cast: 

Richard Dix 
Dorothy Wilson 
Bruce Cabot 

Erin O’Brien Moore 
Edith Fellows 
Shirley Grey 


‘Down to Their Last Yacht’ 
(4th week) 

D—Paul Sloan 
A—Herbert Fields 

Marion Dix 

Lynn Starling 
C—Eddie Cronjager 
Cast: 2 
Sidney Fox 
Mary Boland 
Ned Sparks 
Polly Moran 
Sidney Blackmer 
Tom Kennedy 
Sterling Holloway 
Irene Franklin 
Marjorie Gateson 


‘Let Who Will Be Clever’ 
(ist week) 
D—Wm. Seiter 
A—Indefinite 
C—Nick Musuraca 
Cast: 
Marian Nixon 
Reginald Denny 
Grant Mitchell 
Billie Burke 
Joan Marsh 
Buster Crabbe 


*Vergic Winters’ 
(@th week) 
D—AlI Santell 
A—Louis Bromfield 
Jane Murfin 
‘C—Iaicien Andriot 
Cast: 
Ann Harding 
John Boles 
Helen Vinson 
Betty Furness 
Creighton Chaney 
Molly O'Day 
Wesley Barry 
Dorothy Sebastiaa 
Sara Haden 
Ben Alexander 
Donald Crisp 


UNIVERSAL 


(3rd week) 
\D—Kurt' Neumann 
A-—Dore Scharey 

Lewis Foster 
C—Chas. Stumar 
Cast: 

Chester Morris 

Frank Craven 

Mae Clarke 

Andy Devine 

Russ Brown 

_John Warburton 

Goodes Mongomery 

Irene Ware 

Tom Dugan 

Wanda Perry 

Dorothy Dawes 

Lois January 

Earl, Eby 

‘I Give My Love 

(3rd week) 
D—Carl Freund 
A—Vicki Baum 

Milton Krims 

Doris Andersoa 


C—Geo. Robinson 
Cast: 
Wynne Gibsoa 
Paul Lukas 
Sam Hardy 
Eric Linden 


John Darrow 
Kenneth Howell 
Dorothy Appleby 
Tad Alexander 


WARNERS 
. en” 
(ith week) 
D—Ray Enright 
Busby Berkeley 
A—Robert Lord 
Delmer Daves 
C—George Barnes 
Cast: 
Dick Powell 
Ruby Keeler 
Joan Blondell 
Guy Kibbee 
Hugh Herbert 
Ronnie Cosby 
Berton Churchitt 
Phil Regan 
Leila Bennett 
Arthur Vinton 
Arhur Ayleswortk 
Bess Flowers 
Pat O'Malley 
Claire McDowell 


Reputed Heiress’ Film 
Plans Come to Halt 


Los Angeles, May T. 

production plans of 
Taucher, reputed Chicago 
macaroni heiress, have 
been halted. Miss Taucher, aged 
35 and a native of Austria, is being 


Picture 
Frances 


held in the county jail here to await | 
bad | 


trial on charges of issuing 
checks and for grand theft. 

Self-reputed heiress was brought 
back here from Chicago, after D. 
E. Lynde, on behalf of the North- 
ern Trust Co. of Chicago and Ells- 
worth Metz of the Bank of Amer- 
ica (Hollywood branch) had sworn 
to a complaint that she had de- 
posited a $1,500 check drawn on the 
Chicago bank, and had received in 
cash thereon from the Hollywood 
bank the sum of $650, before it 
was learned that defendant did not 
have sufficient funds on deposit in 
Chicago to cover check. 

Miss Taucher came to Hollywood 
some months ago and announced 
plans to produce pictures here, pri- 
marily intended for Jugoslavia. She 
announced she sought story mate- 
rial, and planned to engage writers, 
directors and actors here for an 
early start of production activities. 


Par Cutting Shorts 
From 229 to 100 for 
1935; U Doing Ditto 


Paramount is cutting its shorts 
lineup for 1934-’35 by more than 
50%, as compared to this season 
and during the coming year will 
stick to one-reel subjects only, giv- 
ing up two-reelers entirely. 

Company will announce a total of 
only 100 shorts for the new season, 
as against the 229 on this year’s 
schedule. 

Lou Diamond, shorts head, has 
made arrangements for two new 
series, in addition to continuance of 
‘Popeye the Sailor.’ Max Fleischer’s 
Color Classics and 26 Pacamount 
Varieties are the new series. Other 
shorts series continued by Par are 
the Grantland Rice Sportlights (13), 
Betty Boop cartoons (12), Para- 
mount Headliners (18) and Para- 
mount Pictorials (13). 

Series dropped include ‘Screen 
Songs,’ ‘Hollywood on Parade’ and 
‘Screen Souvenirs’ in addition to 
the independently produced Arvid 
E. Gillstrom and Phil L. Ryan two- 
reelers. Gillstrom series of 12 in- 
cluded six Harry Langdon and six 
Bing. Crosby shorts, while the Ryan 
unit deal took in six Del Lord com- 
edies and six Eugene Pallette- 
Walter Catlett two-reelers. 

At the annual sales convention in 
Los Angeles, June 18, Par will an- 
nounce between 30 and 3§ pictures, 
with titles and, where possible, 
casts and directors, out of a total 
of 60 to be promised for the ’34-'35 
film year. Last year Par an- 
nounced 47 out of a program of 60. 


Not So Happy Hour 


Syracuse, May T. 

Accused of malicious mischief in 
the alleged wrecking of equipment 
at the Happy Hour theatre, down- 
town subsequent run house, Joseph 
Fitzer,. 32, lessee, is at liberty under 
$500 bail. 

Fitzer was arrested after Victor 
W. Laniski, assistant manager, and 
Thomas Fava, janitor, made sworn 
statements, according to the police, 
that they saw their employer break 
part of the projector, rip the screen, 
tear down electric lights and smash 
an electric clock. The two are held 
without bail as material witnesses. 

Bail for Fitzer was furnished by 
his brother, Mitchell, veteran Syra- 
cuse exhibitor and operator of the 
Riviera and Empire. 

Fitzer claims the equipment is his 
property, but it is disputed by Mrs. 
Joseph B. Murphy, part owner with 
Jacob Walters ano Dr. Walter Pen- 
dergast of the building. 

Police on patrol duty discovered 
the theatre door opened, entered 
and found the vandalism. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May Tf. 
Mascot has purchased ‘Barbeque,’ 
Adele Buffington’s orig, instead of 
Monogram, as announced previ- 














Harry Seymour 
‘Hey Sailor’ 


(Sth week) 
D—Lloyd Bacon 
A—Al Cohn 


Ben Markson 
C—Arthur Edeson 
Cast: 

James Cagney 

Pat O’Brien 

Gloria Stuart 

Dorothy Tree 

Frank McHugh 

Willard Robertson 

‘Madame DuBarry’ 

(6th week) 
D—Wm. Dieterle 
A—Edward Chodoreg 





ously. 


apparently | 





Markeys Abroad | 


Hollywood, May T. 
Gene Markey and Joan Bennett 
(Mrs. Markey) left today (Monday) 
for a two months’ vacash in Europe. 
Sailing from N. Y. May 12, 





Proj. Into Airdome 
Theatre from Next 


Door Cinema Booth 


Calexico, Calif., May T. 

Believed to be the first instance 
where pictures shown in an airdome 
are projected from machines located 
in the booth of an adjoining the- 
atre, Fox-West Coast inaugurated 
its new open air stadium here last 
Saturday night (22) with a double 
feature policy at 15c, excepting for 
100 loges at two bits. 

Airdome, a 1,050-seater, is built 
as one angle of an L, immediately 
adjoining the Fox Capitol. Aper- 
tures were cut in the booth wall 
next to the rear of the outdoor the- 
atre, and two individual machines 
installed for projecting the pix on 
the outdoor screen. 

By means of an opening in the 
wall of the theatre, patrons of the 
airdome may use the sanitary con- 
veniences of the Capitol, which will 
only de operated Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. Nightly per- 
formances are being given ex- 
clusively in the airdome. : 

F-WC airdome is reputed to be 
only one of its kind in operation 
that has individual seats and was 
constructed by the circuit at a cost 
of around $10,000. 


Eddie Sutherland Set 
At Fox With Contract 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Eddie Sutherland moves over to 
Fox June 12 on a new contract to 
direct. 

Sutherland returns from Panama 
May 15, where the hag been on a 
three weeks’ rest trip. Previously 
to the trip he had a tough siege at 
the Cedars of Lebanon hospital. 


L.A. UA’s Hiatus 


Hollywood, May 7. 

United Artists theatre went dark 
Sunday night (6) after grossing $2,- 
400 on a five-day run with ‘Sorrel 
and Son,’ an English made picture 
released through UA. House reopens 
either May 12 or 15 with ‘Murder 
at the Vanities’ for a minimum run 
of two weeks. 

Picture was originally scheduled 
for the Paramount for May 10, but 
UA stepped in and took it instead 
on its right to select three Para- 
mount pictures a year as part of 
agreement when Par was released 
on its obligation on UA theatre. 
This ig the third and final choice. 




















Adapt ‘Howling Dog’ 
Hollywood, May T,. 
Robert N. Lee and Ben Markson 
are adapting ‘Case of the Howling 
Dog,’ mystery novel by Erle Stan- 
ley Gardner, for Warners, with 
Warren William probable in the top 
spot. 
Director and cast not yet set. 


ROACH YACHTING 


Culver City, May 7. 

Hal Roach leaves here in his 
plane tomorrow (Tuesday) for 
Seattle where he boards the FE. H. 
Hutton vacht, Hussar, for a month's 
cruise in Alaskan waters. 

Mrs. Roach left yesterday (Sun- 
day) by train for Seattle, 











C—So!l Polite Hobart Cavanaga Lillie Hayward 

* Robert Barrat Manuel feff 

Cast Halliwell Hobbes C—Wrm. Rees 
Dolores Del Rie Nella Walker ast: 
Reginald Owen Virginia Saie Lette Davis 
Victor Jory Arhur Treacher George Brent 
Osgood Perkins Jesse Scott Ann Dvorak 
Verree Teasdaie Camille Revelte John Halliday 
Ferdinand Gottschalk Robert Barrat 
Helen Lowell ‘Housewife’ Ruth Donnelly 
Dorethy Tree Hobart Cavanag 
Anita Louise (4th week) Ronnie Cosby an 
Henry O’ Nett D—Alfred Green Arthur Ayleswo 
Maynard Holmes A—Reobert Lord lgila Bennett 


Dispute Over Demand Notes Placing 
~ Photogs Union in Danger of Fading 


Ios Angeles, May 7, 

Faced with wholesale resigna- 
tions from the organization due to 
assigning demand notes signed by 
cameramen for loans secured from 
the union's relief fund, International 
Photographers, Local 659, Interna- 
tional Alliance Theatrical Stage 
Employees attempted to step into 
the breach and save something of 


the remaining shell by telling mem- 
bers the local would protect every- 
one against suits on the notes. 

Batch of $10,000 in members’ de- 
mand notes were handed over to 
business representative Howard 
Hurd in settlement of his contract 
with the organization when the 
executive board was unable to set- 
tle with Hurd in cash. 

Storm hit the cameramen when 
all whose notes had been assigned 
to Hurd received letters from the 
law firm of Lewis & Taylor de- 
manding payment. Attorney Lewis 
has been acting as legal representa- 
tive for the soundmen’s local of the 
IA. 

Juggling of members’ demand 
notes for monies advanced during 
last summer's strike to those who 
stayed out, sent the gang into ac- 
tion immediately. Various groups 
got together and decided to stand 
collectively in fighting any legal 
action instituted to effect collec- 
tion of the various notes. 

Members that have continued to 
pay dues since the strike were de- 
termined to resign from the union 
and have nothing to do with any 
labor organization that might come 
into the cameramen’s field. Charges 
of racketeering, double-crossing, 
misappropriation of funds and gell- 
ing out were flung around freely 
by the cameramen as a result of 
the deal made with Hurd and the 
assignment of notes in settlement 
of the latter’s contract. 


Okay Settlement 


In trying to hold the union to- 
gether, officials of the organization 
told note-signing members’. they 
would be protected against suits for 
collection of their notes, and the 
local would even pay off the notes 
for the cameramen if necessary. 
One union official, when questioned 
as to source of the cash that might 
be needed, stated the local could 
pay off the notes, but was unable to 
explain why cash and not notes had 
-been handed to Hurd originally. 

Hurd, former business represen- 
tative and storm center of the en- 


tre controversy, could not be 
reached through several former 
phone numbers, and his house 


phone has been disconnected for 
over two weeks. A friend stated 
that he was probably out of town 
for his health, 

Ace camermen who paidina large 
portion of the money for the char- 
ity and relief fund through assess- 
ment of 5% of salaries over a pe- 
riod of two years, are holding un- 
dercover meetings to discuss ways 
and means to start legal action 
against present and former officials 
of the union. Claim is made that 
the motion originally passed by the 
membership creating the fund spe- 
cifically stated that the latter was 
not to be used for the payment of 
any salaries or other expenses of 
the organization, but was to be 
used solely for relief “of members 
in the form of loans, 





McLEOD’S BIVIERA VACASH 


On a vacation from the Par 
studio, Norman McLeod arrived ia 
New York, Wednesday (2), by plane 
and sailed Saturday (5) to join the 
missus on the Riviera. 

Will be away a month. 


Contracts 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Options on Mary Boland and Toby 
Wing lifted at Paramount, 

20th Century has renewed Ray 
Griffith's pact for another year. 

Ray Enright has been given a 
seven-year exclusive directorial pact 
by Jack L. Warner. 

John Cromwell has put his name 
on a year’s contract to direct for 
RKO 














Warners has hired Terry La 
Franconi, singer at Agua Caliente. 

Edmund Lowe and Boris Karloff 
have new pacts at Universal, Each 
will do two next year. 

Sampson Raphaelson draws a 
term writing covenant at Fox and 
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AGAIN ROMANCE RIDES 
MIGHTY! » »s With a price on 


his head and a song in his heart 
a continent’s most gay and auda- 
cious rogue defies death and the; 


_ 
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devil for love. 
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CIMARRON'S” 
GLORIOUS STARS 


UNITED AGAIN | 
R 3 
— wis Bl 
| # with | 


MARY BOLAND 


CONWAY TEARLE..ANDY DEVINE 


HENRY STEPHENSON .. UNA O’CONNOR 
DIRECTED BY WILLIAM A. WELLMAN 


RKO RADIO PICTURE 


BASED ON STORIES BY E. W. HORNUNG 
A MERIAN C. COOPER PRESENTATION 
PANDRO 5S. BERMAN, Executive Producer 


DECORATION DAY RELEASE - 

















J 












































~~ — 


eng May: 8, 1934 











PECT@RreES 


VARIETY $1 


—— 

















CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





' One Is Guilty. 


Harold Auten ‘io sway, N.Y. €. 


End of the World (‘Fin du Monde’ (Fr). Scientific dream based on Flammarion 
nével. Dir. Abel Gance. 65 mins. Rel, April 15. 


Mele (German). Sensitive study of psychological difficulties. Elisabeth Berg- 
ner. Dir. Paul Czinner. 93 mins, Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 6, 


Mirages de Paris (French). Adventures of a girl who wants to be a star in 
Paris. Jacquelin wepecell, Roger Theville. Dir. Fedor Ozep. 82 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Jan. 


Poll de Carotte (Red Head) ak A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Dec. 20 and May 80. 


Savage Gold. Commander Dyott’s thrilling adventures with savage hunters. 
Comm. Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins. Rev. Aug. 8. 


Chesterfield 


Sally Blane, Henry B. Walthall. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


City Park—3 Men and a ane Dir. Richard 


Thorpe. Rel. May 1 


In Love with Life. Lila Lee, Onslow Stevens, Dickie Moore. Dir, Frank 
Strayer. 68 mins. Rel. April 18. 

Fifteen” Wives. Conway .Tearle, Noel Francis, Natalie Moorhead, Raymond 
Hatton. Dir, Frank Strayer. Rel. May 15, 

Notorious But Nice. Marian Marsh has a-hectic love adventure. Betty 


Compson, Marian Marsh. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 71 mins; Rev. March 6. 


Murder.on the Campus. Mystery with a college background. Shirley Grey, 
Charles Starrett and J. Farrel McDonald. Rel, Dec. 27. Rev. March 13. 


Quitter, The. Newspaper business in a small-town, Chas, Grapewin, Emma 
Punn. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 5. Rev. March 20. 


Rainb wv. Over Broadway. Musical romance. Grace Hayes, Joan Marsh, Lucien 
Attlefield. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72. mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Stolen Sweets. Dramatic romance. Sally Blane, Charles Starrett. Dir. Rich- 
ard Thorpe. 79 mins. Rel. March 15. 


Studi r at Sunset, eee 
a v Nohywoods Gal. Columbia 


Crime of Helen Santley, The. Murder mystery in a picture studio. 
Bellamy, Shirley Gray, Gail Patrick, .Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
Rel; April 20, 


Fighting Code, The. Typical horse opera with mystery angle. 
Dir,» Lambert Hillyer. ...64 mins. Rel. Dec, 30. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Fighting Ranger, The. Rounhd- -up of killers by a temporary furloughed ranger 
out for vengeance: for killing his brother. Buck Jones, Dorothy Revier. 
Dir, George B. Seitz. 60 mins. Rel. March 17. Rev. April 17. 


Hell Bent for Love. Young state policeman defeats his gang rival. 
Coy.* Dir. D. Ross.Dederman, Rel, May.19. 

It Happened One Night. “Girl marries without father’s approval and on leaving 
his yacht meets boy on bus heading for home, developing comedy- 
romance. Clark Gabie, ee Colbert. Dir. Frank Capra. 105 mins, 
Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. Fab. 

King of Wild Horses. Home Toe of wild horses on the range. Little ro- 
mance and less comedy. Rex, William Janney and Dorothy Appleby. 
61 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. March 27. 

Let’s Fall in Love. Musical with usual backstage romance with a different 
twist. Edmund Lowe, Ann Sothern, Miriam Jordan, Gregory Ratoff. 
Dir. David Burton. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 26. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Most Previous Thing in Life. Abandoned mother relives her own romance 
through her son. Jean Arthur, Donald Cook, Richard Cromwell, Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer. Rel..May 19. 

Ninth Guest, The. Eight people mysteriously invited to dinner after arriving 
told Death is ninth guest and all will die. Six perish. Donald Cook, 
Genevieve Tobin. . Dir. Roy William Neill. 69 mins. Rel. Jan, 31. Rev. 

ch 6 


Offices, 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 
Ralph 
58 mins. 


Buck Jones. 


Tim Me- 


i No Greater Glory. Ferene Molnar’s ‘Paul Street Boys’ with a mostly juvenile 


- cast. -Geo. Breakston,; Jimmy Butler, Ralph Morgan, Lois Wilson. Dir. 
Frank Borzage. 78 mins. Rel, April 20. Rev. May 8 


Well-planned: murder mystery... Ralph Bellamy, Shirley Grey. 
Dir. Lambert Hillyér:. 64. mins. Rel. March 31. 

Once to Every Woman. .Heavy drama of hospital! life centering around big 
operation. Ralph Bellamy and Fay - Wray. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 70 
mins-. - Rel. = 55.5 Rev. March 16,. °° 

Party’s Over, The. Blakely ends the party when*he realizes his efforts 
to Support his tan Nts and brothers and sisters is robbing him of his own 
Nappiness. Stuart “twin, Ann Sothern, Arline Dodge. Dir. Walter 
Lang. Rel. May~ 150s 

Shadows: of Sing Sing. Hacketeer’ s sister in love with detective’s son. Both 
sides objecting to romance. Boy framed by redhots and saved by father. 
Mary Brian, Bruce Cabot, Dir. Phil Rosen. 63 mins. Rel. Dec, 3. 
Rev.. Feb. 27, . 

Sisters Under the Skin. Tired business man takes a matrimonial vacation and 
gets it out of his system, Elissa Landi, Frank Morgan, Jos. Schildkraut. 
Dir, David Burton. 7 mins. Rel. April 15. 

Social Register. A chorus girl’s adventures in high society. Colleen Moore, 
Chas... Winninger, Pauline Frederick, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Marshall 
Nielan. 74 mins, Rel. March 10, 

Speed Wings. Western with airplanes to break monotony of sagebrush. Tim 
McCoy, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. Otto Brower. 61 mins. Rel. Feb. 5, Rev. 
Aprii 3. 

Straigitaway. Tim McCoy discards the chaps and sombrero for the speedway. 
Tim McCoy. Dir. Otto Brower.. 58 mins. Rel. Dec, 22. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Twent:eth Century. From the stage hit. Temperamental theatrical manager 
and temperamental star on same train. John Barrymore, Carole Lom- 
bard. Dir. Howard Hawks. 91 mins. Rel. May 11. Rev. May 8. 

Voice in the Night. Complications in the telephone business. Tim McCoy. 
Dir. Chas. C. Coleman. 59 mins. tel. April 6. ; 
Whirlpool.> A self-sacrificing husband meets death to shield his wife. Jack 
Holt, Jean Arthur. Dir. R. W. Neill. 74 mins. Rel. April 10. Rev. 

May 8. 


° ae OE ff : R.K.O. Bidg., 
First Division 0°"? Re een. vy. 


Releases Also, Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Lionel Atwill, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen, 70 mins. 


meecers 3 Rrepine. 
Rel. ay: z. 

Broken F waa 
Martha Sleeper, Beryl Mercer, Buster Phelps. 
‘ming. Rel. Dec. 1. 

City Limits. A millionaire, ailing and tiring of wealth, 
hobdes and enjoys life for a time. penne Craven, 
Walker. Dir. Wm. Nigh.: 70 mins. Rel, May 1. 

City Park. Three men voluntarily become the guardians of a destitute young 
girl. Sally Blane, Henry B. W althall, Matty Kemp, omen J Herron, Dir. 
Richard Thorpe. Rel. May 15. 

Cross Streets. Young doctor, jilted by the woman he loves, fuins‘hts career, 
until daughter of same woman falls in love with him, years later. Rel. 
Jan. 22. Dir. Frank Strayer. 

Eat ‘Em Alive. Jungle super thriller. 56 mins. 

Forgotten” Men. Colleetion.of uncensored war film, 
a@relitves of 14 warring nations. Rel. April 1. ° 

He. French production of a de Maupassant story. Dubbed in English. A 
village paragon who lost his virtue. 55 mins. Rel. Dec. 26. tev. 
Jan. 9. 

He Couldn't Take It. Inside story of a process server who makes good with 
his summonses and gets his man. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George 
E. Stone. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 64 mins. Rel. Jan. 1, 

House of Mystery. An archeologist returns to America from the Far East 
with a curse on his head for his stolen wealth. Verna Hille, Ed Lowry. 
Dir. Wm. Nigh. 61 mins. Rel. May 30. 

In Love with Life. A hard-hearted millionaire, refusing aid to his starving 
daughter, takes her young son from her. Lila Lee, Claude Gillingwater, 

‘’ Dickie Moore. Dir. Frank Strayer. 68 mins. Rel. May 1. 

In the Money. A goofy family, suddenly broke, pin their hopes on a Shake- 

- spearean-minded prize fighting champ. Skeets Gallagher, Lois Wilson. 
Warren Hymer, Sally Starr. Dir. Frank Strayer. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 15 


Lawless Valley. Western horse opera. Lane Chandler. Rel. May 1. 

Loud Speaker. Comedy-drama of a radio star. Ray Walker, Jacqueline Wells. 
Dir. Joseph Santley. Rel. May 21. 

Manhattan Love Song. Two orphaned Park Avenue society deb sisters, forced 
to go to work, change places with their servants who go ‘society.’ 
Dixie Lee, Robert Armstrong. Dir, Leonard Fields. tel. May 30. 

Money Means Nothing. Efforts of 4 poor clerk to make a go of marriage with 
an heiress wife. Wallace Ford, Gloria Shea. Dir. Christy Cabanne Rel, 


A father’s devotion to hts young son. Randolph Scott, 
Dir: Robert Vignola. 6% 


falls 4n with two 
Sally Blane, Ray 


Rel. Feb. 1. 
taken from government 


May 31. 
Murder on the Campus. Mystery with college background. Shirley Grey, 
Charles Starrett, J. Farrel McDonald. 69 mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Dir. Rich- 


ard Th orpe. 


- 
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These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
‘oom showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


BWAY THEATRE 
STENCHERS 
MYSTERY 


A development ascribed to the 
continued cross-picketing in the 


tussle for New York control between 
Local 306 (the IATSE union) and 
the State-chartered Allied Operators 
appears to be a campaign of moles- 
tation to. force the theatres into ac- 
tion of some kind. 

Several Broadway houses are re- 
ported to have been stench-bombed, 
but all are trying to keep it quiet so 
that the public will not be: scared 
away. Moreover, neither managers 
nor union officials can say positively 
what's causing the danger by way of 
stenching or other dirty work, but 
the presumption is that it grows out 
of the union war. 

Theatres themselves have no con- 
troversy at the present time with 
any unions. 

Presumption in theatre and union 
circles is that leaders of the 306- 
Allied fight are a little piqued that 
the theatres aren’t minding the 
cross-picketing as openly and 
frankly as two years ago. 








Pittsburgh, May 7%. 

Bombing situation becoming criti- 
eal here, with four more indie 
houses getting the works last week, 
making it a dozen in all. Vandals 
are no longer sticking to sulphurous 
smoke bombs but going in now for 
dynamite, and with disastrous re- 


7 sults, 


Theatres wrecked in most recent 
outbreak were New Oakland, in 
Oakland district; Atlas, on North- 
side; Colony, Stowe Township; and 
Arcadia, Northside. It was the sec- 
ond time both the New Oakland and 
Arcadia had been bombed, eight 
having been seriously injured in the 
first bombing. 

Police assigned to cases were 
doubied in numbers and making 
thorough check of all dynamite 
sales in district. -All of the blasts 
last week. were made by time bombs 
and went off at practically the same 
time in the morning. 

Situation has not only indies but 
also circuits plenty worried because 
business as a result has fallen way 
off all over town, particularly in 
naborhood districts. Customers now 
asking if it’s safe before they go 
in and so far none of the criminals 
have been apprehended. 


Police watch being maintained 
nightly now over most of indie- 
owned houses, indicating serious- 


ness of situation. 


Blystone Vice MacFadden 


”- 


Hollywood, May 7. 
‘She Was a Lady’ will be directed 
by Hamilton MacFadden instead of | 
John Blystone who has another as- | 
signment, 
Hélen Twelvetrees and Robert 
Young have top spots with Al’ 
Rockett producing 





Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Allwyn, Dir. Wm. Nigh. Rel. Dec. 19. 

Quitter, The. A father with the wanderlust returns home long enough te 
straighten out the affairs of his now grown-up sons. Barbara Weeks, 
Billy Bakewell, Charles Grapewin, Emma Dunn, Glen Boles. Dir. Rich- 
ard Thorpe. Rel. March 12. 

Ralnbow Over Broadway. Musical romance of an ex-musical comedy star of 
twenty years before who makes a sensational, overnight comeback ina 
a Broadway night club. Joan Marsh, Grace Hayes, Frank Albertson, 
Lucien Littlefield. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Road to Ruin. Innocent girl finds shame through ignorance and neglect of 
modern parents. Film on modern youth. Helen Foster, Paul Page, Nell 
O'Day, Glen Boles. Dir. Mrs. Wallace Reid and Melville Shyer. 58 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Feb. 20. 

Stolen Sweets. High pressure insurance salesman falls for heiress and wins 
her via determined, rapid line of chatter route. Charles Starrett, Sally 
Blane, Johnny Harron, Jameson Thomas, Dir. Richard Thorpe. 73 mins, 
Rel. May 1 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musical comedy romance. Based on the 
famous campus fraternity song. Buster Crabbe, Mary Carlisle, Sally 
Starr, Florence Lake, Ted Fio Rito and band... Dir. Edwin L. Marin. 7% 
mins. Rel. Dec, 15. ; 

Texas Tornado. (Kent.) Texas Ranger cleans up the rustlers. 
ler. Dir. Oliver Drake. Rev. March 6. 

Throne of the Gods. Travel in the Himalayas. 65 mins. 

Twin Husbands. Crook. comedy drama. John Milijan, Shirley Grey, 
Owsley. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mirs. Rel. May 15. 

Woman’s Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Marguerite de la 
Motte, Wallace Ford; Dir. Edward Luddy. 68 mins, 

Young Eagles. Boy Scout adventures in wilds of Central America. 
episode serial, Dir... Harry Hoyts Rel. May 15. 


Lane Chand- 


Rev. Dec. 27. 
Monroe 


Twelve 


Offices: 821 W. 44th 8t., 
New York, N. Y. 


$s £ rbank > ° 

tapion:' eregene | First Nationa 
Comedy-drama of a women’s doctor. Warren William, Jean Muir, 
Dir. Robert Flerey;, 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev .Mar. 13. 


Big Shakedown, The. Dramatic expose of the cut-rate drug racket. Bette 
Davis, Charlies Farrell, Ricardo Cortez. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 64 
mins. Rel, Jan. 6, Rev. Feb. 3. 

Circus Clown, The. Roaring comedy under the big tent with a winsome ro- 
mance wound into hilarious situations. Joe E. Brown, Patricia Ellis, 
Gordon Westcott, Tom Dugan. Dir. Ray Enright. Rel, June 30. 

Conwene? City. The hilarious lowdown on big business conventions. Adolphe 

Menjou, Dick Powell, Mary Astor, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Archie Mayo 69 
mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec, 27. 

Dark Hazard. Edward G. Robinson as a whippet racer. Genevieve Tobin, 
Glenda Farrell. Dir. Al Green. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 3, Rev. Feb. 27. 

Fashions of 1934. Story of a style stealer set against a lavish background. 
Wm. Pc.well, Bette Dayis, Verree Teasdale. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 80 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Fog Over Frisco. Mystery melodrama set in’ San. Francisco. Donald Woods, 
_—— Davis, Lyle Talbot, Margaret Lindsay, ° Dir. William Dieteérie. Rel. 

une 2. 

Journal of a Crime. Drama by the French playwright Jacques Deval, and de- 
picts the effect of a murder on a» woman of fine instincts and delicate 
sensibilities who kills an unscrupulous rival. Ruth Chatterton, Adolphe 
Menjou, Claire Dodd, Dir, William. Keighley. 65 mins, Rel. March 10. 
Rev. May 1, 

Mandalay. Adventure in the Indies. Kay Francis, Lyle Talbot, Riccardo 
Cortez. Dir, Michael Curtiz. 65 mins, Rel. Feb, 10. Rev. Feb. 20. 
Massacre. Drama of the modern Indian and his conflicts with the white men. 
Richard Barthelmess Ann Dvorak. Dir. Allen Crosland. 70 mins. Rel. 

Jan: 13. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Merry Frinks, The. Comedy- frame of the typical family stepping all over Ma 
until she turns and leaves them on their own. Aline MacMahon, Guy 
Kibbee, Allen. Jenkins, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Al Green, Rel. May 26. 


Bedside. 
Allen Jenkins. 


| Registered Nurse. Drama of the romantic side of a nurse’s life in a metro- 


politan hospital. Bebe Daniels, Lyle Talbot, John Halliday. Dir. Rob- 
ert Florey. ~73 mins. Rel. April 7. 

Return of the Terror, ‘The. Mystery drama with plenty of heart interest. 
Mary Astor, Lyle: alae John Halliday, Frank McHugh. Dir. Howard 


eR, Rel. July 7 
Side Streets. Ore: drama based on an original story by Ann Garrick and 
Ethel Hill. .Afine MacMahon, Paul Kelly, Ann Dvorak, Patricia Ellis. 


Dir. Alfred B: Green. Rel. June 30. 
Son a! 2 Pa mig ey, of a sailor who gets into a funny situation because 
is habit of telling romantic stories about himself. Joe Brown, 
Scae Muir, Frank McHugh, Johnny Mack Brown and Thelma Todd. 
Dir. Lloyd "Bacon. 70 mins.’ Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 5. 


Twenty Million Sweethearts. Musicat:romance taking place behind scenes of 
a broadcasting studio. Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien, Ginger Rogers, Allen 
Jenkins, the Four Mills. Brothers, Ted Fiorito and Band. Dir. Ray En- 
right, 90 mins. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 1, 

Very Honorable Guy, A. Comedy from are | story by Damon Runyon about a 
gy who always kept his promises. .Joe E. Brown, Alice White, Robert 

arrat, Alan Dinehart, Irene Franklin, Dir. Lioyd Bacon. 62 mins. 
Rel. May 26. 

Wonder Bar. Dramatic musical spectacle laid amid the gay revelries of a 
fashionable Parisian night club. Kay Francis, Dick Powell, Dolores Del 
Rio, Al Jolson, Ricardo Cortez, Hal LeRoy, Guy Kibbee, Hugh Herbert, 
Ruth Donnelly, Fifi D’Orsay. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 84 mins. Rev. March 6. 


World Changes, The. An epic drama of a family through four generations. 


Paul Muni, Aline MacMahon, Mary Astor, Donald Cook, Margaret Lind 
say, Jean. Muir, Patricia Ellis, Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 95 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 25. Rev. Oct. 31. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 
Hollywood, Cal. 
Alf Men Are Enemies. 
maurice. 79 mins. Rel. April 20. 
As Husbands Go. ‘When Ladies Meet’ with the sexes reversed. Warner Bax- 
ter, Helen Vinson, Warner Oland,- Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 65 mins. 


Fox Offices: 444 West 66th St. 
New York. NY. 


Hugh Williams, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Geo. Fitz- 


Rel. Dec. 29. Rev. Jun. 30. 
Bottoms Up. Breaking into Hollywood with 4 fictitious pedigree. pencer 
Dir, ‘David Butler. mins. 


Tracy, (Miss) Pat Paterson, John Boles. 
Rel. March 30. Rev, March ‘27, 
Carolina, From Paul Been s stage play of last season. Janet, Gaynor; Lione: 
Barrymore, Robt. Young. Henrietta Crosman. Dir.” Benge Kins. 82 
mins. Rel..Feb...2.. Rev. Feb, 20.. -. * 
Change of Heart. From, the story; Manhattan Love Song. aro % Ae 
ea FF es anes een, Ginger: meeere, Dir. John G G. Blystons. Rel. 
ay i 

Coming Out Party. Original ‘done by the Lethe unit. Frances. Deg Gene 
Raymond, Alison ipworth, Dir. John Blystotie. Rel, March ®& Rev. 
March 20, ee 

Constant Nymph (British Gaumont.- Beta donde | vate 
love. British cast. 85 mins. Rel Rey Apri 

David Harum, . The old York State Hoss’ trader: Wilk Rogers, Louise Dresser, 
Evelyn -Venable, Dir, Jas. Cruze. Rel. March 2, Rev. March 6. 

Devil Tiger. Wild animal yarn made in Asia. a Burns, Kane Rich- 
mond, Harry Woods and natives. Dir. Clyde E. Elliott. 60 mins. Rel. 


efsion of a frustrated 
10. 


Feb. 16. Rev. Feb. 13. 
Ever Since Eve. Country boy licks New York.. George O’Brien. Dir. Geo. 
Marshall. 75 mins. Rel. Feb, 9. Rev. April 3. 


Frontier Marshal, The. Familiar theme of the unknown cleaner-up, Geo. 
O'Brien. Dir. Lew Seiler. 66 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Heart Song. British made with Lillian Harvey and Mady Christians in the 
cast. Erich Pommer production. Dir, Frederich Hollaender. Rel. April 
27. 

Hold That Girl. 
MacFadden. 

{| Am Suzanne. 


Original story. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Hamilton 
65 mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 27. 


Novelty story with puppet sequences. Liilan Harvey, Gene 


taymond, Piccoli Marionettes, Yale Puppetéers. Dir. R. V. Lee. 99 
mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rey. Jan. 23. 

| Believed in You. Original story. Rosemary Ames, Victor Jory, John Boles. 
Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Kel. Feb. 23. Rev. April 11. 

{ Was a Spy. (British). Based on the story by Marthe MacKenna. Herbert 
Marsfall, Madaleine Carroll, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Victor Saville. 83 mins. 


Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Jimmy and Sally. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. Nov. 24. 
Rev. Dec. 19 

Mr. Skitch, From the story ‘Green Dice.’ / 
Hudson, Harry Green, Eugene Pallette. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Rel. 
Rev. Dec. 27. 

Murder in Trinidad. 
Heather Angel, Dir. 


Will Rogers, Zasu Pitts, Rochelle 
Dec 29. 


Mystery story from Vandercook’'s novel. Niegel Bruce, 
Sol Wurtzel 74 mins. Kel. April 6, 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Studio Placements 


Hollywood, May T. 

Jessica Dragonette, ‘Big Broad- 
cast of 1934,’ Par. 

Tamara Geva, ‘Afterwards,’ RKO. 

Verree Teasdale, ‘Lady Surrend- 
ers,’ WB. 

Rochelle Hudson, ‘Great American 
Harem,’ RKO. 

Hobert Cavanaugh, ‘Kansas City 
Princess,’ WB. 

Edward Elison, scripting an orig, 
Par. 

Arthur Caesar, scripting ‘Romance 
of Manhattan,’ RKO, 

John Beall, ‘Hat, Coat and Glove,’ 
RKO. 

W. C. Fields, ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch,’ Par. 

Hal Yates, scripting comedy, ‘Old- 
Fashioned Way,’ Par. 

Paul Kelly, ‘Barbary Coast,’ 20th 





Cent. 

talf Harolde, ‘Always Honest,’ 
Fox. 

Henry. Hathaway directs ‘Honor 
Bright,’ Par. 


Alexander Hall directs ‘One Way 
Ticket,’ Par-Schulberg. 

Frank Tuttle’ directs 
Should Listen,’ Par. 

Bartlett Cormack adapting ‘Pur- 
suit of Happiness,’ Par. 

Arthur Ripley, stcry advisor for 
Eric Charrell, ‘Caravan,’ Fox. 

Doris Lloyd, Thomas’ Baideon, 
‘British Agent,’ Warners. 

Harry C. Bradley, ‘Caravan,’ Fox. 

R. N.: Bradbury. directs ‘Happy 
Landings,’ Mono. ; 

J. Carroll Naish, Tenen Holtz, 
Alec, B. Francis, Gregory Gaye, Paul 
Porcasi, ‘British Agent,’ WB. 

Joseph Cawthorne, ‘Housewife,’ 
WB. 

Neil Hamilton, Helen Vinson, 
‘Two Heads on a Pillow,’ Liberty. 

Ethel Griffies, ‘Resurrection,’ Gold- 


‘Ladies 


wyn. 

Shirley Temple, ‘You Belong to 
Me,’ Par. 

Bobby Connolly directs dances, 


‘Flirtation Walk,’ WB. 

John Wray, Alden Chase, ‘Green 
Eyes,’ Chest. 

George Walsh, 
Par. 

Arthur Greville Collir dialoging 
‘Dragon Murder Case,’ WB. 


‘It Ain’t No Sin,’ 


Nigel Bruce, ‘Treasure Island,’ 
' MG. 

Henry Stephenson, ‘One More 
River,’ U. 

Donald Crisp, ‘British Agent,’ 
WB, 


“RKO 


“WB 


Leon Errol, Maxine Doyle, June 
McCloy, Harry Seymour, ‘Adam's 
Apple,’ WB short, 

Andre Ferrier, French versions, 
‘Caravan,’ Fox, and ‘Merry Widow,’ 
MG. 

Ray 
Mono. 

El- Brendel, short, WB. 

Adele Buffington, adapting ‘Moon- 
stone,’ Mono. 

Cully ° Richards; 


Walker,-‘Happy Landings,’ 


‘Bachelor Bait,’ 


John Eldridge, ‘Big Hearted Her- 
bert,’ WB. , 
William Gargan, ‘British Agent,’ 


Andre De Segurola, ‘Afterwards,’ 
RKO. 

Morrie Cohan, ‘It Ain’t No Sin,’ 
Par. 

Huntley 
RKO. 

Hobart Bosworth, Henry Kolker, 
Carolo Schipa, ‘Whom the Gods De- 
stroy,’ Col. 

Louis Alberni, 


Gordon, ‘Afterwards,’ 


‘Count of Monte 


Cristo,’ Small-Reliance. 


Pauline True, ‘Housewife,’ WB. 
Robert McWade, ‘Dragon Murder 
Case,’ WB. 
Clarence 
Bait,’ RKO 
Steve Strulick, Mizurki, rasslers, 
‘It Ain't No Sin,’ Par. 
Arthur Phillips, adapting 
house Nights,’ Par. 
Geneva Mitchell, Billie’ Seward, 
‘Plumbing for Gold,’ Col short. 
Dorothy Grainger, Howard, Fine 
and Howard, ‘Punch Drunks,’ Col 


Williams, ‘Bachelor 


‘Lime- 


short. 

Den -Alvardo, ‘La’ Cucarachi,’. 
Whitney- KO. 

Berton Churehill, , Stuart _ Erwin, 
OcneLe Hudson, ‘Bachelor Bait,’ 


_ George Pearce. Herbert Hunston, 
‘British’ Agent,’ WB. 
Kathleen Howard, Gilbert Emery, 


“Robert Grieg, E. »E, -Clive, ‘One 
More River,’ U. 
Frank. Laughton, . ‘One More 


River,’ U. “i ' 
Dell Henderson,..‘Old Fashioned 
Way,’ Par. * } 
William Augustin, Zeffie Tilbury, 
‘Bachelor Bait’ (formerly Great 
American Harem), RKO. 
George Lewis, ‘Merry Widow,’ 
MG. 
Fred Santley, ‘Afterwards,’ RKO. 


» Lee. Birinski, adapting ‘Sweet 
Pepper,’ MG. 

William Keighley, directing, Joan 

Blondell, Glenda Farrell, Hugh 


Herbert, ‘Princess of Kansas City,’ 
WB. 
Eddie Kane; ‘Dames,’ WB. 
Joan Wheeler, Doris Lloyd, Mary 
Kronman, ‘Du Barry,’ WB. 
Billy Bletcher, ‘Skirt City,’ WB. 
Maude Eburne, Sailor Vincent, 
‘Hey, Sailor,’ WB. 


- SCHENCK’S PERSONAL 


Harry Schenck’s ‘Beyond Bengal,’ 
animal’. pix, goes ‘into the Gaiety, 





oN. ¥.) on @ grind run May 16. 


Schenck will appear in person 


with it. 


Unknown Blonde. 


) Queen Christina. 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 31) 





Orient Express. 
Dir. 


Mystery on a railroad train. Heather Angel, Norman Foster. 

Paul Martin. Rel. Jan, 12. Rev. March 6. 

Scandals. Staged by George White on the lines of his revue. Rudy Vallee, 
Alice Fay, Jimmy Durante. Dir. Geo. White, Harry Lachman, 80 mins. 
Rel. March 22. Rev. March 20. 

Sleepers East. From the novel by Fredk. Nebel. Wynne Gibson, Preston 
Foster. Dir. Kenneth MacKenna. 69 mins. Rel, Jan. 26. 

Smoky. From the novel by Will James. Victor Jory, Irene Bentley, Francis 
Ford. Dir. Eugene Forde. 66 mins. Rel. Dec. 8 Rev. Jan. 9 

Springtime for Henry. From Benn Levy's stage play. Otto Kruger, Nancy 
Carroll, Nigel Bruce, Heather Angel. Dir. Frank Tuttle. (Lasky pro- 
duced). Rel. May 25. 

Stand Up and Cheer. Musical. Warner Baxter, Madge Evans, Sylvia Froos 
Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. Rel. May 4 Rey. April 24. 

Such Women Are Dangerous. From the story, ‘Odd Thursday.’ 
ter, Rosemary Ames, Rochelle Hudson, Dir. Jas, Flood. 
May 4. 

Wild Gold. John 
Rel. May 11, 


Warner Bax- 
79 mins, Rel. 


Boles, Claire Trevor, Harry Green. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 


Freuler Associates 07% 5:'\0. Bido-. 


Kiss of Araby. Original: Saraha story of British army and Riff, with love 
interest. Maria Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. Dir. Phil Rosen 
Rel. April 21. 

Love Past Thirty. A woman's struggle against the lure of youth for the man 
she loved! Aileen Pringle, Theodor von Eltz, Gertrude Messinger, Phyl- 


lis Barry. Dir. Vin Moore. 73 mins. Rel. Jan, 27. 
War of the Range. Tom Tyler western. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 60 mins. Rel 
Sept. 22. Rev. Dec. 12. 


When a Man Rides Alone. (Monarch.) 
with a gold mine. Dir. J. P. 


Tom Tyler doeg a:'modern Robin Hooa 
McGowan. 65 mins. Rev. Dec. 27 


*,?¢ . 
Gaumont-British °%°*: 6 West #2nd St. 
(BRITISH MADE) 

Channel Crossing. Drama. Matheson Lang, Constance Cummings. Dir. Miti- 

ton Rossmer. 68 mins. Rev. Oct. 31. 
Falling for You. Comedy drama. Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtneidge. Dir 

Jack Hulbert. 71 mins. Rev. Aug. 4 
Ghoul, The. Thriller. Boris Karloff. Dir. T. H. Hunter. 73 mins. Rel 


Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 30. ? 
Leave It to Smith. Mystery comedy by Lonsdale. Tom Wallis, star and di- 
rector. 70 mins. Rel. April 13. Rev. April 24, . 


Orders Is Orders. Comedy of American making film in British army. James 
Gleason, Charlotte Greenwood. Dir. Walter Forde. 70 mins. Rev. Aug. 18 


Prince of Wales. Newsreel compilation of British heir's life., 60 mins, Rel. 
April 15. Rev, April 24. 


. *- Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic New York City 


(British made.) Romantic drama of Cinderella type 


Charming Deceiver, The. 
Dir. Monty Banks. Rel 


Constance Cummings and Frank Lawton. 

Dec. 8. 

Morning After, The. A merry mix-up of international spy systems, 

Lyon and Sally Eilers. Dir. Allan Dwan. Rel. Jan. 1, 

Sin of Nora Moran, The, Woman is framed to shield the higher-ups. Zita 
' ‘Johann. Alan Dinehart. Paul Cavanagh, John Miljan. Dir. Phil Gold- 
stone. Rel. Dec. 12. Rev. Dec, 19. 

From the novel “Collusion.” The divorce racket. 

Arnold, Helen Jerome Eddy. Dir. Hobart Henley. Rel. March. 


alit. Metro 


New York, N. Y_ 

Cat and the Fiddle, The. From the successful musical play by Jerorae Kern 
and Otto Harbach, Ramon Novarro, Jeanette MacDonald, Frank - 
_ gan, Charles Butterworth, Jean Hersholt. Vivienne Segal. Dir. Wil. 
liam K. Howard. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. Feb. 20. i 
Eskimo. Love and hate in the icelands. Native cast. Dir. W. 8. Van Dyke. 

Roadshow length, 120 mins. Rel. Jan. 13. Rev. Nov. 21. : 
Fugitive Lovers. Robert Montgomery and Madge. Evans as the lovers in a}. 
story most of: whose action takes place on a ‘transcontinental bus. Nat 
Pendleton, C. Henry Gordon, Ruth Selwyn. Dir. H. Boleslavsky. B84. 
mins, Kel, Jan. 5, Rev. Jan. 16. 
Going Hollywood. Marion Davies chases a radio crooner to the studio. 

Marion Davies, Bing Crosby. Dir. Raoul Walsh. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. 
Rev. Dec. 26. ; 
Hollywood Party. All star musical film. 
Laughing Boy. Ramon Novarro in the title role. 
- winning novel by Oliver La Farge. Lupe Velez, 
Rel. April’ 20. 
Lazy River. Story of the shrimp fisheries among the Cajuns in the Louisiana 
bayou country. Jean Parker, Robert Young, C. Henry Gordon. Dir. 
George Seitz. 77 mins. Rel, March 16. Rev. April 10. 
Men in White. Picturization of the successful Broadway stage play of hos- 
pital life. Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Jean Hersholt. Dir. R. Boleslavsky. 
72 mins. Rel. April 6. Rev. May 1, 
Mystery of Mr. X. Based on the Crime Club novel by Philip MacDonald. 
Robert ‘Montgomery, Elzabeth Allan, Lewis Stone. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. 
Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. Feb. 27. 
Old Hannibal. May Robson as a Wall Street manipulator. 
Parker. Dir. C. Riesner. Rel. Jan, 26. 
Operator 13. Based on the last novel of the late Robert W. Chambers. 
Marion Davies, Gary Cooper. Dir. Richard Boleslavsky. No release set. 
Greta Garbo as the seventeenth century queen who nee 
Dir 


Ben 


Edward 


Studios: Culver City. Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Rel. April 18, 
Based on the Pulitzer Prize 
Dir. W. 8. Van Dyke. 


Lewis Stone, Jean 


brought up as a boy. Lewis Stone, Ian Keith, Elizabeth Young. 

Rouben Mamoulian, 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 9. -Rev. Jan. 2, 

Rip Tide (Opposing Forces Within Woman). An American girl marries into 

English nobility and suffers disappointment and disillusionment. . Norma 

Shearer, Robert Montgomery, Herbert Marshall, Mrs. Pat Campbell. 

Dir, Edmund Goulding. Rel. March 23. Rev. April 3. 

Sadie' McKee. «Based on the novel by Vina Delmar. Joan Crawford, Franchot 

Tone. Dir. Clarence Brown. No release set. 

Should Ladies Behave. From the stage play, 

Barrymore, Alice Brady. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 

Rev. Dec. 19. ; 

Showoff, The. Old stage play of a conceited man who makes good. Spencer 
Tracy, Madge Evans. Dir. Chas. Riesner. 78 mins. Rel. ‘March 9. 
Rev. March 20. ; ou 

Sons of the Desert (Hal Roach). Laurel and Hardy attend a fratefnal coht- 
vention. Dir. Wm, A. Seiter. 65 mins. Rel. Dee, 29. Rev. Jan. 9 } 

‘Tarzan and His Mate. Further adventures of the characters created by Eé- 
gar Rice Burroughs. Johnnie Weissmuller, Maureen O’Suilivan, Néil 
Hamilton. Dir, Cedric Gibbons, Rel. March 30, ev. ‘April 24. 

This Side of Heaven. Domestic drama from a novel. Lionel Barrymore, Fay 
Bainter, Mae Clark, Una Merkel, Tom Brown. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. Feb. 13. 

Viva Villa. Wallace Beery portrays the famous Mexican character, Pancho 
Villa. Stuart Erwin, Fay Wray, Leo Carrillo. Dir. Jack Conway. 112 
mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. April 17. 

Women In His Life, The. Criminal lawyer, deserted by his wife, sends to the 
chair the man who stole her. Otto Kruger, Una Merkel, Ben Lyons. 
Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 3. Rev. Jan. 30. 

You Can’t Buy Everything. Story of a domineering old woman. 
Jean Parker, Lewis Stone. Dir. C. H. Reisner, 72 mins. 
Rev. Feb. 6. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., | 
~— meet Bivaz,,, Monogram 


Bankrupt steel man organizes a mendicants trust. 


89 mins. Ret Dec. 1. 


May Robson, 
Rel. Jan. 26. 


Office: R. K. O. Building, 
Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 


Beggars in Ermine. Lionel 


Atwell, Betty Furness. Dir, Phil Rosen, 70 mins, Rel, Feb, 22. Rev. 
May ‘1, 

Biue Steel. John Wayne, Eleanor Hunt. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. A Lone Star 
Western. 59 mins. Rel. April 30. 


City Limits. Ray Walker, Sally Blane, Frank Craven. Story of breezy news- 
paper reporter who gets his story—and the gir. 67 mina, Rel. April 15. 
He Couldn’t Take It. Story by Dore Scharg. Inside story of process serving 
racket. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George E, Stone, Dorothy 
Granger, Paul Porcasi. Dir. William Nigh. Rel. Dec. 11. Rev. March 27. 





House of Mystery, The. Verna Hillie, Ed Lowry. Dir. William Nigh, 62 mins. 


Witching Hour, The. 


‘The Vinegar Tree.’ :Lione: |. 


—= = 
Lucky Texan, The, Western story of a man accused of the murder of his p 
John Wayne. Dir. Paul Malvern. 66 mins. Rel. Jan. 22, Rev. Feb 12 


Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Alwyn. Dir. William Nigh. 62 ming, 
Rel. March 15. Rev. April 10. 


Manhattan Love Song. Dixie Lee, Robert Armstrong. Dir. Leonard Fields, 


72 mins. Rel. April 30. 
Sagebrush Trail, The. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Nancy Shubert, 
Dir. Armand Schaefer. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 9. 


Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver’s romance. Sally O'Neill, Creighton 
Chaney, Russell Simpson, Maurice Black. Dir. Armand Schaefer. 59 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 23. 

West of the Divide. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Virginia Brown Faire, 
Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 

Woman's Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Wallace Ford, Mare 
guerite de la Motte. Dir. Edward Luddy. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
Hollywood calit, faramount 


Alice in Wonderland. The Carroll story visualized. 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. y, 


Charlotte Henry and most 


- mg hee stars, Dir. Norman McLeod. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rey, 

ec. 27. 

All of Me. From the stage play, ‘Chrysalis.’ Fredric March, Miriam Hopkins, 
Geo. Raft. Dir. Jas. Flood. 70 mins. Rel. Jan, 26. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Bolero. Story of a gigolo who started in Hoboken. Geo. Raft, Carole Lome 


a ag Sally Rand. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 83 mins, Rel. Feb. 23. Rey 
‘eb, 20. . 


Come On Marines. Marine corps rescues a shipwrecked girls’ seminary, 
Richard Arlen, Ida Lupino, Roscoe Karns, Dir. Henry Hathaway. 64 
mins. Rel. March 23,.. Rev. March 27. 

Death Takes a Holiday., Death takes a holiday to learn of life. From the 
stage play. Fredric March, Evalyn Venable. Dir. Mitchell Leisen. 79 


Rel, March 30. Rev. Feb. 27. 


Adapted from Noel Coward's play. Fredric March, Gary 
Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. 90 ming, 


mins. 
Design for Living. 
Cooper, Miriam Hopkins, Ed. E. Horton. 
Rel. Dec. 27. Rev. Nov. 28. 

Double Door. Thriller story of a dominant old maid. 
Venable, Kent Taylor. Dir, Chas. Vidor. 75 mins. Rel. May 4. 
Eight Girls in a Boat. Love in a girl’s school. Douglas Montgomery, 
Johnson. Dir. Ri¢h. Wallace. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 16. 
Four Frightened People. Mixed quartet in the jungle. Claudette Colbert, Here 


Mary Morris, Evalyn 


Kay 


bert Marshall, Mary Boland, Wm, Gargan. Dir. Cecil de Mille. Rel, 
Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 30. s 
Girl Without a Room. Americans in Paris. Chas. Farrell, Chas. Ruggies, 


Marguerite Churchill; Gregory Ratoff, Walter Wolff. 
72 mins. Rel. Dec. 8 Rev. Dec. 12, ; 
Good Dame. Fredric March on a carnival lot. Sylvia Sidney. Dir. Marion 
Gering. 72 mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 20, 

Here Comes the Groom. Escaping burglar is forced to impersonate the groom 
of a deserted bride. Jack Haley, Patricia Ellis. Dir, Raoul Pagol. Rel, 
June 15. ; 

His Double Life. (Dowling.) Light comedy. Lillian Gish, Roland Yong. 
Dir. Arthur Hopkins. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Dec. 19. 


| Married an Actress. Matinee idol loses out to his wife, an actress, who takes 


Dir. Ralph Murphy. 


his glory. Adolphe Menjou, Elissa Landi. Dir. Ralph Murray. Rel, 
June 22. 

It Ain’t No Sin. Mae West as a burlesque queen. Roger Pryor, John Mack 
Brown. Dir. Leo McCarey. Rel. June 29 


Cary Grant, Genevieve 
Dir. Harlan Thompe- 


Kiss and Make Up. Beauty doctor marries his model. 

Tobin, Helen Mack and the Wampas Baby Stars. 

son, Joan. Nogulesco. Rel. July 13. 

Last Roundup, The. Western with a Zane Grey title and a new story. 

dolph. Scott, Monte Blue, Barbara Adams, Fred Kohler. Dir. 

Hathaway. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Little Miss Marker. Damon Runyon story of a child who was pledged with a 

bookmaker. Adolphe Menjou, Dorothy Dell, Chas. Bickford, Shirley 

Temple. Dir. Alex. Hall. 110 mins, Rel. June 1. 

Lone Cowboy, The. Western with Jackie Cooper as the hero. From a 

James story. Dir. Paul Sloan. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Many Happy Returns. Burns and Allen at their dizziest. With Guy Lom- 

bardo, Joan Marsh, Dir. Norman McLeod, 66 mins. Rel. June 8. 

Melody in Spring. Radio singer at home and abroad. Lanny _ Ross, Chas, 

Ruggles, Mary Boland, Dir. Norman McLeod. 75 mins. Rel. April 20. 

Rev, April 3. 

Miss Fane's Baby Is Stolen. Farcical play. Dorothea Wieck, Alice Brady. 

Dir. Alex. Hall. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Murder at: the Vanities. From the .Earl Carrol stage production. Murder 

backstage. Carl Brisson, Victor McLaglen, Jack Oakie, Kitty Carlisle. 

Dir. Mitchell Loisen. 96 mins, Rel. May 11. 

No More Women. Fiagg ané@ Quirt as deep séa divers. Edmund Lowe, Victor 
McLaglen; Sally ‘Blanes’ Dir. Al Rogell. 73 mins. Rel, Feb. 23. Rev. 

March 6. - ' 

Old Fashiond’ Way, The.’ W. C. Fields in a road show in the ‘90s. 

LeRoy, Judith Allen. ‘Dir; Wm, Beaudine. Rel. July 6. 

Private Scandal. Suicide which is decided to be a murder because none of the 

witnesses dares his’ own exposure to seandal. Zasu Pitts, Phillips 

Holms, Ned Sparks, Mary Brian, Dir. Ralph Murphy. 64 mins. Rel 

May 11.. 

Search for Beauty, The. 

®ar's international beauty contest. 


Rane 
Henry 


Will 


Babs 


Pseudo-physical training yarn to display winners in 
Buster Crabbe, Ida Lupino, Toby, 


Ponte tt Gleason, Dir. Erle Kenton; 77 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. 

“eb. 13. 

She Made Her Bed. Show lot story about a brutal animal trainer. Rich. 
Arlen, Sally Eilers, Robt. Armstrong. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. March 


9. Rev. May 1. 
Shoot the Works. A denatured ‘The Great Magoo.’ Jack Oakie, Ben Bernie 
Dorothy Dell, Dir. Wesley Ruggles. Rel. June 29. 


Six of a Kind. The humors of a share-expenses trip. Chas. Ruggles, Mary 


Boland, W. C. Fields, Geo. Burns, Gracie Allen, Alison Skipworth. Dit. 
Leo. Carey. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 9. Rev. March 13. 
Thirty Days a Princess. Obscure actress plays at being a princess. Sylvia 
Sidney, Cary Grant. Dir. Marion Goring. 76 mins. Rel. May 18. 
Trumpet Blows, The. George Raft becomes an amateur bull fighter. Ged 
Raft, Adolphe Menjou, Frances Drake. Dir, Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. 


tel. April 13. Rev. April 17. 

We're Not Dressing. Comedy of shipwrecked royalty. 
Lombard, Burns and Allen, Ethel Merman, Leon Errol. 
Taurog. 80 mins. Rel. April 27. Rev. May 1. 

Augustus Thomas play of a murder innocently caused 
by hypnotism. Sir Guy, Standing, John Halliday, Judith Allen, Dir. 
Henry Hathaway. 65 mins. Rel. April 27. Rev. May 1. 

Wharf Angel. Romance in San Francisco of 1907. Victor McLaglen, Dorothy 
* Dell, Dir..W. C. Menzies, 65 mins. Rel. March 16. Rev. April 24. 
You're Telling Me. Fields as a Small town garage man. W. C. Fields, Loan 
Marsh, Buster Crabbe, Adrienne Ames. Dir. Erle Kenton. 66 mins. 

,Rel. April 6. Rey. April 10. 


Bing Crosby, Carole 
Dir. Norman 


, 2 4 . Office: 1270 Sixth. Ave. 

Principal New Vork. N,V. 

Jaws of Justice. Kazan, the dog, in a mélodratma of the Northwest Mounted 
Police, with Richard Terry and Ruth Sullivan. 54 mins. Rel. Dec. 15 


Ferocious Pal. Kazan, the dog; in’ a thrilling mystery-melodrama of the 
Sheep-raising country, Ruth Sullivan and Robert Manning. Dir. Spencer 
_Gordon. 54 mins. el. Feh. 1. Rev. April 24. : 

Fighting to Live. Captain; the dog, and Lady, his mate, in a story based 
on a true incident in their lives. Mary Shilling and Gaylord Pendleton. 


60 mims.”' Rel, May. , 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


R.K.O. Radio 9: RKO. Bldg. 


Alien Corn. Talented young musician realizes after a series of disappointing 
love affairs that love and a career won’t mix and chooses career. Ann 
Harding, John Boles, Margaret Hamilton, Arnold Korff. Dir. Edward 
H. Griffith. Rel. May 25, 


Blind Adventure. Adventures in London during one foggy night. Robert 
Armstrong, Helen Mack, Roland Young, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Ernest B. 
Schoedsack. 63 mins. Released Aug. 18. Rev. Nov. 7. 


Crime Doctor. A famous detective, jealous of his wife who no longer loves 
him, plans the perfect crime. Otto Kruger, Karen Morley, Nils Asther, 
Judith Wood. Dir. John Robertson. Rel. April 27. 


Finishing School. A young. boarding school girl becomes involved with & 
young doctor. Ginger Rogers. Frances Dee, Bruce Cabot, Billie Burke. 
a TT Tuchock and George Nicholls, Jr. 70 mins, Rel. May 4. 
ev. ay 1. 


Flying Down to Rio. 
Rio de Janeiro. 
Astaire, Raoul Roulien. 
29. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Keep ’Em Rolling. One man’s life-time devotion to his loyal army horse. 
Walter Huston, Frances Dee, Robert Shayne, Frank Conroy. Dir. George 
Archainbaud. Rel. March 2, 

Hips, Hips, Hooray. Musical girl show. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, liuth 
Etting, Dorothy Lee, Thelma Todd, George Meeker, Phyllis Barry. Dir. 
Mark Sandrich. Rel. Feb. 2.. Rev. Feb. 27. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 


Musical extravaganza which takes place in the air above 
Dolores Del Rio, Gene Raymond, Ginger Rogers, Fred 
Dir.. Thornton Freeland. 89 mins, Rel. Dec. 





Rel. March 30. 


if | Were Free. A modern romance of two people, disappointed in marriag@, 
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Beloved. Musical. John Boles, Gloria Stuart. Dir. V. Schertzinger. Rel. 
Jan. 29. Rev. Jan. 30 
Somber ~* Edmund Lowe Production. Dir. Ed. Marin. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. 
an. 
* Black Cat, The. Mystery. Karloff, Bela Lugosi, David Manners. Dir. Edgar 
Wilmer. Rel. May 7. 
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who meet and try to find happiness together in their way. Irene Dunne. 
Clive Brook, Nils Asther, Henry Stephenson. Dir. Eliott Nugent. 66 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 9, 


Long Lost Father. Story in a London nite club. John Barrymore, Helen 
Chandler. Dir. Ernest B. Schoedsack. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. 
Feb. 27. 

Lost Patrol, The. 
desert are attacked by unseen Arabs with dramatic results. 
loft, Victor McLagien, Wallace Ford, Reginald Denny, Alan Hale. 
John Ford. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. April 3. 

Man of Two Worlds. An Eskimo, his illusions shattered by a glimpse of Lon- 
don civilization, returns to his own people and is brought back to reality 
by his infant son. Francis Lederer, Elissa Landi, Henry Stephenson, 
Walter Byron, Steffi Duna, J. Farrell MacDonald, Sarah Padden. Dir 
J. Walter Ruben. 92 mins. Rel. Feb 9. Rev. Jan. 16. 


Meanest Gal in Town. Farce comedy love in the beauty parlor. Zasu Pitts, 
El Brendel, Pert Kelton, James Gleason. Dir. Rich, Schayer. 61 mins. 


A detachment of British soldiers lost on the Mesopotamian 
Boris Kar- 
Dir. 


Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Feb. 20. 
Of Human Bondage. A poignant story of a man who faces life as a partia) 
cripple.. Leslie Howard, Bette Davis, Reginald Denny, Reginald Shef- 


field, Alan Hale. Dir. John Cromwell. Rel. June 1. 

Sing and Like It. Gangster backs a Broadway show and makes sure of good 
reviews by furnishing special ‘escorts’ for each reviewer. Zasu Pitts, 
Pert Kelton, Edward Everett Horton, Nat Pendleton, Ned Sparks. Dir. 
William Seiter. 69 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. April 17. 

Son of Kong. Further adventures of Carl Denham, the director who brought 
King. Kong to civilization, this time with the Son of Kong. Robert Arm- 
strong. Helen Mack, Frank Reicher, John Marston. Directed by Ernest 
B. Schoedsack. 69 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Spitfire. A powerful story which deals with a beautiful mountain “witch” 
whose naivete, temperament and personality combine wickedness and 
immaculateness. Katharine Hepburn, Robert Young, Ralph Bellamy, 


Martha Slecper, Sidney ‘Toler, Louis Mason, Sara Haden. Dir. John 
Cromwell.- Rel. March 30. Rev. March. 30. 
Stingaree. Notorious Australian bandit of the “Robin Hood” type with a 


flair for the esthetic things of life. Irene Dunne, Richard Dix, Conway 
Tearle, Mary Boland. Dir. William Wellman. Rel. May 25. 


Strictly Dynamite. A poet becomes a gag writer for a famous radio comic. 
Jimmy Durante, Lupe Velez, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon. Dir. Elliott 
Nugent. Rel. May 11. 

Success Story. The ruthiess rise to power and wealth of a boy of the New 
York telement district. Douglas Fairbanks. Jr., Colleen Moore, Gene- 
vieve Tobi, Frank Morgan. Dir. J. Walter Ruben, Rel. March 16. 

This Man ts Mine. To preserve her marriage a young wife virtually hurls 
her husband into the arms of his first love. Irene Dunne, Constance 
Cummings, Ralph Bellamy, Kay Johnson. Dir. John Cromwell. 75 mins. 
Rel. April 1%. Rev. April 17. 

Two Alone. An orphan girl and a young boy who escaped from a reformatory 
fall in love and try to escape the inhuman. farmer who keeps them 
enslaved on his farm. Jean Parker, Zasu Pitts, Tom Brown, Arthur 
Byron. Nydia .Westman, Beulah Bondi, Williard Robertson. Emerson 
Tracy. Dir. Elliott Nugent. Rel. Jan. 5, 1934. Rev. April 10. 

Where Sinners Meet. An eloping couple have a break-down in their car and 
spend the night in an unusual hotel where the host, a philosopher, shows 
them the error of their way. Clive Brook, Diana Wynyard, Reginald 


Owen, Billie Burke, Alan Mowbray, Gilbert Emery. Dir. J. Walter 
Ruben. Rel. May 18, e 

Wild Cargo. Frank Buck’s expedition into the Asiatic jungles to capture 
wild animals. Frank Buek. Dir. Armand Denis. Rel. April 


United: Artists °%°** "8, Seventh Axo. 


Romance and adventures of reporter who edits the 


Advice to the Lovelorn. 
Dir. Alfred 


agony column and eventually exposes the drug racket. 
Werker. Re). Dee. 1. Rev, Dec. 19. 

Affairs of Cellini, The. The love life of Benvenuto Cellini. Fredric March, 
Constance Bennett, Frank Morgan, Fay Wray. (No date set.) 

Born to Be Bad. Story of a woman apparently destined by circumstances to 
be always wicked in spite of herself. Loretta Young, Cary Grant, Paul 
Harvey. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. May 18. 

Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back. Further adventures in crime solution. Ron- 
ald Colman, Loretta Young, Warner Oland, Charles Butterworth, Una 
Merkel. (No date set.) : 

Catherine the Great. The story of Russia’s greatest ruler. Douglas Fair- 

banks, Jr., Elizabeth Bergner, Flora Robson, Griffiths Jones. Dir. Paul 

Czinner. 93 mins. Rel. April 13. Rev. Feb. 20. 

of Monte Cristo, The. The famous romantic old classic of the French 

nobleman’s struggle with his adversaries. Robert Donat, Elissa Landi, 

Louis Calhern. Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 

Gallant Lady. An unwed mother who pays the price of silence in order to be 
near her child. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Ann Harding, Clive Brook, 
Otto Kruger, Tullio Carminati. 82 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev, Jan. 23. 

House of Rothschild, The (20th Cent.). Strong drama of the great financial 
house. George Arliss, Boris Karloff, Loretta Young. Dir. Alfred Werker. 
94 mins. Rel. April 6. Rev. March 20. 

Last Gentleman, The. Shrewd and elderly millionaire cleverly foils the plans 
of his children to chisel his money away. George Arliss, Edna May 
Oliver, Janet Beecher and Ralph Morgan. Dir, Sidney Lanfield. (No 
date set.) 

Looking for Trouble. 
of love stories on the side. 
mings, Arline Judge. Dir. Wm. Wellman. 


Count 


Thrills in the lives of telephone linesmen, with a couple 
Spencer Tracy, Jack Oakie, Constance Cum- 
77 mins. Rel. March 9. Rev. 


April 17. 
Moulin Rouge. A talented wife proves hef ability by a clever impersonation 
ruse. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Constance Bennett. Franchot Tone, Tullio 


Carminati. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Feb. 13. 

Adapted from the Zola novel with Sam Goldwyn’s new star, Anna Sten. 
Phillips Holmes, Mae Clark, Lionel Atwill, Rich. Bennett. Dir. Dorothy 
Arzner. 87 mins. Rel. Mar. 2. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Palooka. The son of a prizefighter follows in his father’s footsteps. Dir. Ben- 
jamin Stoloff. Jimmie Durante, Stuart Erwin, Lupe Velez. Rel. Jan. 26. 
Rev. March 6. 

Private Life of Don Juan. Somebody insinuates to the great legendary lover 
that all his conquests really didn’t love him—so he gathers them around 
and puts the question to the test. Douglas Fairbanks, Merle Oberon, 
Benita Hume, Elsa Lanchester. Dir. Alex Korda. (No date.) 

Roman Scandals. A town simpleton transported in a dream back to the 
grandeur that was Rome. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Eddie Cantor, Ruth 
Etting, Gloria Stuart. 91 mins. Rel. Dec. 29. 

Sorrell & Son. An epic of the iove between father and son. H. B. Warner, 
Peter Penrose, Hugh Williams, Winifred Shotter. Dir. Jack Raymond. 
Rel. April 20. 


Stud! Universal City, ° Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
aoa Calit. Universal New York, N. V. 
Affairs of a Gentleman. Drama. Paul Lukas, Leila Hyams, Patricia Ellis, 


Onslow Stevens, Lilian Bond. Dir. Edwin L. Marion. Rel. June 18. 


By Candlelight. Sophisticated comedy-drama. Paul Lukas, Elissa Landi, Nils 


— Esther Raiston. Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. 
an. 
Counsellor at Law. Drama. Bebe Daniels. Dir. Wm. 


John Barrymore, 

Wyler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 12. 

Countess of Monte Cristo. Drama. Fay Wray, Paul Lukas, Paul Page, Car- 
mel Meyers, Reginald Owen. Rel. March 19. Rev. April 3. 

Cross County Cruise. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, June Knight, Alice White. 
Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Crosby Case, The. Drama. Wynne Gibson, Onslow Stevens, William Collier. 
Rel. March 5. Rev. April 3. 

Embarrassing Moments. Comedy-drama. 


Chester Morris, Marion Nixon. 


Dir. Ed. Laemmle. Rel. May 14. 

Funny Thing Called Love. Comedy. Charles Morris, Andy Divine, Lois Jan- 
nery, Frank Craven. Dir. Curt Neumann. Rel. June 25. 

Glamour. Comedy-drama. Constance Cummings, Paul Lukas. Dir. William 
Wyler. Rel. April 9 

Gun Justice. Western. Ken Maynard. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. April 3. 

Half a Sinner. Drama. Joel McCrea, Sally Blane, Buster Churchill. Dir. 
Kurt Neumann. Rel. Apiil 30. 

Honor of the Range. Western. Ken Maynard. Dir. Alan James. 60 mins. 
Rel. April 16. tev. May 1 

Her First Mate. Comedy. Su:wmerville-Pitts. Dir. Wm. Wyler. Rel. Aug. 8. 
Rev. Sept. 5. 

Horse Play. Comedy. Summerville-Devine. Dir. Ed Sedgwick. Rel. Nov. 27. 


invisible Man. Mystery-drama. Claude Rains, Gloria Stuart, Henry ‘Travers, 
Una O’Connor. Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Nov. 2] 


Let’s Be Ritzy. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, Patricia Ellis. Frank McHugh, 
Isabelle Jewell, Hedda Hopper. Dir. Edward Ludwig. Rel. March 26. 


Little Man, What Now? Drama. Margaret Sullavan, Douglass Montgomery 
Dir. Frank Borzage. Rel. May 21. 


Love Captive. Drama. Nils Asther, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Max Marcin. Rel. 
June 4. 

Love Birds. Comedy. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Wm, Seiter. 

Madame Spy. Drama. Fay Wray, Nils Asther. Dir. Karl Kreund. 70 mins 
Rel. Jan. 8 Rev. Feb. 13. 

Midnight. Drama. Sidney Fox, Henry Hull, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Chester 

- Erskine. Rel. Jan. 22. Rev. March 13. 

Myrt and Marge. Musical. Myrtle Vail, Donna Domeril, Mddie Foy, Jr., Ted 
llealy, Grace Hayes, J. Farrell] MacDonald. Dir. Al Boasberg. 66 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 11. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Smoking Guns. Western. Ken Maynard. Rel. June 11. 

Poor Rich, The. Comedy. Edna May Oliver, Edward Everett Horton. Dir. 


Ed. Sedgwick. Rel. Feb. 26. 

Uncertain Lady. Comedy-drama. Genevieve Tobin. Edward E. Horton. Dir. 
Kari Freund. Rel. April 23. 

Wheels of Destiny. Western. Ken Maynard. Dir. Alan James. 
Rev. April 3. 


Rel. Feb. 19. 


Sur. Warner Brothers °°" {SL VGN fy. 


As the Earth Turns. Epic in the romance of American life and a revelation 
of the character of the New England farmer taken from the story of 
Gladys Hasty Carroll. Jean Muir, Donald Woods, Dorottry Peterson. 
Dir. Alfred E. Green. 73 mins. Rel. April 14. Rev. April 17. 


Studios aed 


Disraeli. Political drama of England. George Arliss. Joan Bennett. Dir. Aj- 
fred Green. 88 mins. Re-rel. Dec. 16. 

Easy to Love. A frothy farce. Adolphe Menjou, Genevieve Tobin, Mary 
Astor, Guy Kibbee, Edward Everett Horton. Dir. Witliam Keighley 
61 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. Jan. 16. 


Friends of Mr. Sweeney. Comedy-drama of the browbeaten husband who 
turns the big trick for his newspaper. Charlie Ruggles, Ann Dvorak, 
Eugene Pallette, Dorothy Tree. Dir. Edward Ludwig. Rel. July 7. 

From Headquarters. A crime drama with a murder committed right in head- 
quarters. George Brent, Margaret Lindsay and Eugene Pallette. Dir. 
William Dieterle. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Mov. 21. 

Gambling Lady. Based on the drama by Doris Malloy of a gambling lady 
who is such a sport she is willing to sacrifice her love to save her hus- 
band from a murder charge. Barbara Stanwyck. Joel McCrea, Pat 
O’Brien, Claire Dodd. Dir. Archie Mayo. 66 mins. Rel. March 31. Rev. 
Apri 10. 

Harold Teen. Hilarious comedy romance which brings to life on the screen 
the characters of Carl Ed’s comic strip. Hal LeRoy, Rochelle Hudson, 
Patricia Ellis, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Murray Roth. 66 mins. Rel. April 7. 

Heat Lightning. Thrilling romance of desert love and hate, based on the 
Broadway stage hit by Leon Abrams and George Abbott. Aline Mac- 
Mahon, Ann Dvorak, Llyle Talbot, Preston Foster. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 
63 mins. Rel. March 3. Rev. March 13. 

He Was Her Man. Action melodrama of the gal who double-crossed herself in 

love when.her past came back. James Cagney, Joan Blondell, Frank 

Craven, Harold Huber. Dir. Lioyd Bacon. el. June 16. 

Nellie. Comedy-drama of a newspaper ‘love’ columnist. Pau! Muni, 

paige da oe Kathryn Sergava. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Rel. Jan. 20 

Rev. Feb. 6. 


House On 56th Street. 


Hi, 


Ricardo 


Drama of a gambling lady. Kay Francis, + 
r. 


Cortez, Gene Raymond, Margaret Lindsay and Frank McHugh. 
Robert Florey. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 5. 

fsle of Fury. Fighting for love while the Sinn Fein and the Black and Tan 
crossfire during the Irish trouble. From the London stage success, ‘The 
Key.’ William Powell, Edna Best, Colin Clive, Henry O'Neill. Dir. 
Michael Curtiz. Rel. June 6, 

\’'ve Got Your Number. Rowdy, rollicking story of the telephone trouble hunter 

who finds it. Joan Biondell, Pat O’Brien. Dir. Kay Enright. 67 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Jimmy the Gent. Hilarious comedy romance based on the story by Laird 
Doyle and Ray Nazarro, which reveals a new kind of racket, that of 
digging up heirs. James Cagney, Bette Davis, Allen Jenkins. Dir, 
Michael Curtiz. 67 mins. Rel. March 17. Rev. March 27, 

Lady Killer. Jimmy Cagney bats ’em around again. Jas. Cagnéy, Mae Clark, 
Leslie Fenton. Dir, Roy Del Ruth. 67 mins. Rel. Dec, 5. Rev. Jan, 2. 

Merry Wives of Reno. Comedy-farce of the Reno divorce mill in action. 
Margaret Lindsay, Donald Woods, Guy Kibbee, Glenda Farrell, Hugh 
Herbert and Frank McHugh, Dir. H. Bruce Humberstone. 64 mins. 
Rel. May 12. 

Modern Hero, A. Based on the novel by Louis Bromfield, opening with the 
gay romance of circus life and carrying the hero through tremendous 
financial battles to a captain of industry. Richard Barthelmess. 70 
mins. Jean Muir, Marjorie Rambeau, Verree Teasdale. Dir. G. W. Pabst. 
Rel. April 21. Rev. April 24. 

Smarty. Comedy of the wife who wanted to commute between husbands. 

Joan Blondell, Warren William, Edward E. Horton, Frank McHugh and 
Claire Dodd. Dir. Robert Florey. 64 mins. Rel. May 26. 

Upperworld. Drama by Ben Hecht dealing with a millionaire’s adventures 
with a chorus girl. Warren William, Mary Astor, Ginger Rogers, Dickie 
Moore. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 28. 

When Tomorrow Comes. Drama of woman who tries to help her. hubby’s 
girl friend. Kay Francis, Warren William, Jean Muir, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. William Keighly. Rel. June 23. : 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Ariane. (Blue Ribbon.) British made story of a woman who pretends sopiiis- 
tication to win her love. Elizabeth Bergner, Percy Marmont. Dir. Paul 
Czinner. 80 mins. Rel. April 1. 

Big Race, The. (Showmen.) Race track story. Boots Mallory, John Darrow. 
Dir. Fred Newmeyer. 62 mins. Rev. March 6. 


Criminal at Large. (Helber.) Edgar Wallace mystery story, British made. 


British cast. 74 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 

wae Se om (Duworld.) Rural story in a foreign setting. 35 mins. Rev. 
an. 

Enlighten Thy Daughter. (Exploitation.) Warning to parents. Remade from 
a silent. 75 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 20. 


Found Alive. (Ideal.) Jungle story. Barbara Bedford, Maurice Murphy. 
Dir. Chas. Hutchinson. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. April 17. 

Guilty Parents. (Jay Dee Kay.) Sex education story. Jean Lacy, Glen Boles. 
Dir. Jack Townley. 53 mins. Rev. April 10. 

Hired Wife. (Pinnacle.) Man hires a bride to get a fortune and falls in love 
with her. Greta Nissen, Weldon Heyburn. Dir. Geo. Melford. 60 mins. 
Rev. March 13. 

Love Past Thirty. (Monarch.) Beauty parlor rejuvenation for a faded fiancée. 
Aileen Pringle, Theodor von Eltz, Phyllis Barry. Dir. Vin. Moore. 60 
mins. Rev. March 13. 

Moth, The. (Showmen’s.) Sally O’Neill astray in New Orleans, 
Newmeyer. 64 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. April 17. 

Marriage on Approval. (Monarch.) In which a girl gets married in the first 
reel and finds it out in the last. Barbara Kent, Donald Dillaway. Dir 
Howard Higgin. Rev. Jan. 9 

Public Stenographer. Title tells the story. Lola Lane, Jr. 
Dir. Lew Collins. Rev. Jan. 30. 
mins. Rev. Nov. 21. 


Dir. Fred. 


Wm. Collier, 


Trapeze. (Protex.) Anna Sten’s first German picture, dubbed in English. 
65 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. Feb. 20. 

What’s Your Racket. (Showmen.) Familiar gangster frameup. Regis 
Toomey, Noel Francis. Dir. Fred Guiol. 50 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. 
March 6. 

Wine, Women and Song. (Chadwick.) Lilyan Tashman’s last picture. Back- 
stage story. lLilyan Tashman, Lew Cody. Dir. Leon D’Usseau. 64 mins. 


Rev. March 27. 


Woman Unafraid. (Goldsmith.) Lucille Gleason, 


Story of a policewoman. 





Skeets Gallagher. Dir. W. J. Cowen. 68 mins. Rev. April 24. 
SPANISHEE TRIO Invinc’s Thriller 
Hollywood, May 7. Hollywood, May 7. 
Fox plans production on trio of| George Batcheller put ‘Green 


Spanish dialog features during the Eyes,’ a murder mystery, into pro- 


comin month. ‘Negligee,’ with ; 
Valentin Parera and Rosita Mo-|4uction Friday (4) for Invincible 
reno in the leads, starts in two] with Richard Thorpe directing. 
weeks. i Shirley Grey, Charles Starrett, 
Love Flight will star Jose Mo- William Bakewell, John Wray, 
jica, and ‘Strangers of the Eve- 

Dorothy Revier and Ben Hen- 


ning’ will have Raoul Roulien in 





Rev. March 13. 

U Like It That Way. Musical. Rodger Pryor. Gloria Stuart. Dir. Harry Lach- 
man. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 12. Rey. April 24. 

t%i Tell the World. Comedy. Lee Tracy, Gloria Stuart, Roger Prvor. Dir. 
Edwin Sedgwick 7S mins Rel. April 16 Rey. April 24. 


dricks, Jr., in the cast, 





to pspot. 


F&M OPERATES 
ST. L. POOL 
AUGUST 1 


St. Louis, May 7. 
Fanchon & Marco assume opera- 
tion of the Missouri, Ambassador 
and the Grand Central theatres 
around Aug. 1. Legal tangle which 
has been surrounding the reorgan- 





ization plan for the three former 
Skouras theatres, now in bank- 
ruptcy, has finally been cleared. 


After refusing to allow Warners to 
intervene previously, Judge Davis 
last week additionally okayed the 
reorganization plan submitted. 
Notice of the Court’s approval of 
the plan already has gone forth to 
non-depositing bondholders. Allan 
Snyder, successful bidder-inner of 
the properties, will likely take 
charge around 60 days after fore- 
closure at which time F&M begins 
to operate the houses. 

Fanchon & Marco already operat- 
ing the Fox and the St. Louis the- 
atres, downtown, under the Snyder 
deal, will have operating control of 
the town’s five principal de luxers. 
Only exception is Loew’s, which is 
the sixth. Warners, talked of as 
having two theatres, actually has 
only the recently acquired Shu- 
bert-Rialto, former legit spot. War- 
ners had bought up RKO and Para- 
mount product and now has no out- 
let for same. 

In getting operating control of 
the Missouri, Ambassador and the 
Grand Central theatres, besides the 
Fox and the St. Louis, it means that 
Fanchon & Marco practically be- 
comes the dominating theatre in- 
fluence in this key town. 

Question of stage shows is one of 
those things Labor costs mostiy-~ 
look to keep the shows out, as the 
local ynion laws compel the theatres 
to two crews of seven stagehands 
for stage shows, one for matinees 
and one for nights. Scale runs to 
around $75 per man, which means it 
takes around $900 for stagshands 
weekly. 


5th Loop Legit Spot 
Deserts as Princess 
Goes to Pic Policy 


Chicago, May 7. 

Another legit theatre has gone 
pictures, Princess, an old Shubert 
standby, has been taken over by 
the Princess Clark Theatre Corp., 
of which Abe Goldstein is president. 

Will open shortly at 15c. and 25c, 
House needs sound and treatment 
before opening, which is expected 
by June 1. This makes the fifth 
legit theatre within the year to go 
to pictures... The others are the. 
Woods, Adelphi, Garrick and Apollo. 
Albert Goldman negotiated the 
lease, which is for 10 years. 


FILM CARRIER SANS 
LICENSE NOT GUILTY 


Mason City, Ia., May 7. 
Jack Rosenstein, Des Moines, 
Iowa, operating a motion picture 
circuit delivery system out of the 
capital city and serving more than 
a dozen exhibitors in as many towns, 
was found not guilty of contempt of 
court through violation of an in- 
junction seeking to restrain him 
from operating his carrier, delivery 








system. : 
Rosenstein had been enjoined 
from operating a film delivery 


service to north Iowa motion pic- 
ture theatres through an associa- 
tion because he had failed to obtain \ 
the necessary state trucking cer- 
tificate and pay the required tax. 
He has taken the stand that he is 
not a public carrier within the 
meaning of the state legislature aeS 
and that he has only a set, given 
number of clients whom he serves 
through the medium of a distribut- 
ing organization. 





- . 
Gregory Circuit Now 11 
Chicago, May 7. 
Gregory circuit of theatres, which 
now includes 10 spots in Indiana, 
Illinois and Wisconsin, increases to 
ll by the acquisition of the Central] 
in LaPorte, Ind. 
Gregory has taken it over on lease 





and will reopen, after alterations, in 
August. 
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License Angles on 


‘Voodoo, Hitler 


Pix Are Worrying Indie Distribs 


Considerable agitation in film row 
on the recent wave of film license 
revocations in the Middle West. 
Most outstanding examples are that 
of ‘Hitler's feign of Terror, in 


Chicago, and ‘Drums of Voodoo’ in 
Detroit. 

In both instances the films were 
passed by the censor board and al- 
lowed to open. Resultant difficul- 
ties with disturbing fans caused 
police to clamp down and revoke 
the permits, although in both cases 
after a couple of days of dickering 
the films were permitted to reopen 
in cut versions. 

From the standpoint of film com- 
panies, especially independents with 
limited bankrolts, the situation is a 
highly dangerous one. If it is pos- 
sible to revoke licenses after open- 
ing propaganda and publicity have 
started, the smallies figure, their 
investments are never safe. They 
fear, also, that it sets a highly dan- 
gerous precedent in that it gives 
police and reform societies through- 
out the country ideas and even- 
tually may foment an endless chain 
of trouble-breeders for films. Argu- 
ment is that if censoring is neces- 
sary at all, the passage of a film 
by the censor board ought to guar- 
antee it from further interference. 

Thus far situation has not yet be- 
come a major company worry, with 
that, too, one of the indie complaints, 
since they argue the indies are not 
sufficiently organized or financed to 
take on any heavy legal! campaign 
to fight the thing, 
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WARNER BROS. COMEDIES 
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Balto City Council Rules 
City Is Over-Theatred 


Baltimore, May 7. 

The City Council has thumb- 
downed the application of Frank 
Durkee (Durkee Amus. Enterprise 
which operates largest string of 


nabe picture house) to erect an 800- 
seat house in the residential-zoned 
Forest Park sector. Council stated 
the town was already over-seated 
and felt it was dealing for the good 
of the general exhib biz. 

Durkee sought to build across 


street from the Gwynn, 800-seat 
split-week grind, which Robert 
Kantner Corp. unveiled last No- 


vember. Until the Gwyn threw 
open doors, immediate vicinity had 
had no house within two-mile 
radius. 





RECOGNITION OF 118 
IS STILL OPEN ISSUE 


Pending a check of lists to de- 
termine whether the Theatre 
Amusement Employees Union, Lo- 
c..1 118, was entitled to recognition, 
a dispute. arose during the past 
week at Loew's’ Metropolitan, 
between management and ushers 
which resulted in a sharp order 
from Sol A. Rosenblatt to mediate 
the controversy. Three ushers 
were fired at the Met and the others 
walked out with them, leaving the 
house un-serviced. Whole crew 
was back in 50 minutes and 
both sides are under orders to 
straighten out the matter. 

Trouble occurred at a time when 
lists of all services employees in 
RKO and Loew theatres is being 
compiled. When this is completed 
it will be checked with a member- 
ship list of Local 118 and if the 
union has a majority representa- 
tion among RKO and Loew service 
staffs, it has been agreed both 
sides will sit down to negotiate an 
agreement and scale. This may 
occur within a week or 10 days. 

Meanwhile, :18 has agreed there 
will be no attempt to strike any- 











where, 





| tarily 


Restore 10% Cat 


Minneapolis, May Tf. 
Booth operators, seeking a wage 
increase, are getting back a 10 per 
cut which they took 
more than a year ago. A 


settlement already has been reached 
for St. Paul independent houses and 





cent volun- 


|a similar one is expected for Minne- 


apolis within the next week, 

300th operators in St. Paul loop 
houses will receive from $56.00 to 
$58 a week, or $2.50 more than they 
have been getting the past year. A 
tilt in the neighborhood theatres 
will jump the scale from $41.50 to 
$43 a week immediately. Additional 
increases of $1.50 a week each is 
provided to take effect Nov. 1, 1934, 
and May 1, 1935. 

Operators were asking $60 a week 
for the loop theatres, but finally 
compromised, 


Valencia, Balto’s New 
Day-Date Res’d Policy 


Baltimore, May 7. 


Loew's Valencia, 1,000-seater, 
which is built atop the vaudfilm 
Century, inaugurates a new policy 
Friday (11). Will reserve-seat, 
two-a-day pictures at pop prices, 
day-and-date with the Century. 
Only policy of kind in the entire 
country. 

The Vaiencia’s Wurlitzer has 
been dusted and Harvey Hammond, 
who formerly trod the pedals as 
relief-organist at the Stanley, is in. 
Georgie Lyons (Lyong and Yosko) 
also on deck as harpist, pair to give 
musical duets as overtures. 


RKO Gate, Frisco, Hill St., 
L.A., Go Duals with Vode 


San Francisco, May 7. 

Frisco’s price and double billing 
war is being carried into another 
ditch when, on May 23, RKO sends 
its local Golden Gate and the Los 
Angeles Hill Street into double fea- 
tures, along with stage shows. 

Present. price of 25, 35 and 40c re- 
mains, Golden Gate’s stage show 
with Horace Heidt continuing, at 
least for a time. Heidt, who has 
been there some weeks may bow 
out later. In that event he will be 
replaced either by another band or 











vaude acts. 











NEW YORK CITY 


MAX BERMAN — 


Managing Director of England's 


Leading Theatrical and Film Costumiers 


Arrives This Week on the “Berengaria”’ 
and Can Be Located at the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


l0c Admish in 


Midwest Exchanges Ban Twin Bills, 


1934-35 Pix Deals 





Chicago, May 7. 

Pending final code decision of 
setup here the picture companies 
are all selling 1934-1935 product on 
the same basis as last year and 
with the same additional clauses. 
Which means that the major dis- 
tributors are rubber-stamping all 





Toronto Stenching Case 
Stymied, Witness Flits 


Toronto, May 7. 

Disappearance of Albert Gold, 
principal Crown witness in the 
stench-bomb trial of Lew Kendall 
and Fred Pitton, resulted in the dis- 
missal of the jury and the post- 
ponement of the trial of the fore- 
named duo on charges of ‘perjury 
and the perverting of justice.’ 
Judge O'Connell stated that evi- 
dence had shown that the inter- 
national union of which Kendall is 
a member had provided funds for 
Kendall’s defense and intimated 
that the union in question might 
have had something to do with 
Gold’s disappearance. 

Charges arose out of the bomb- 
ing of the Dovercourt theatre, re- 
putedly the unit of a rival chain. 
Gold had previously signed in an 
affidavit to police that he had been 
approached by Kendall, rival the- 
atre owner, to stench-bomb the 
Dovercourt and had been promised 
$500. Gold protested to police when 
Fred Pitton, pay-off man, gave Gold 
only $125. 


Twin City Exhibs Seeing 
Newspapers on Ad Costs 


Minneapolis, May 7. 

Twin City exhibitors, working in 
co-operation through Northwest 
Allied States to improve their con- 
ditions, are endeavoring now to 
lower newspaper advertising rates. 

A committee of theatre owners 
has been delegated with the task 
of calling on all Minneapolis and 
St. Paul publishers. 


COAST ELECTION 


Los Angeles, May 7. 

Annual election of officers of the 
Independent Motion Picture Owners’ 
Association of Southern California 
has been called for June 6. 

Ben N. Berinstein, president, will 
step out at that time, and will not 
be a candidate to succeed himself. 
Successor ig expected to be Harry 
H. Hicks, operating the Arlington 
and Gem, nabe houses, here. 








contracts that their pictures must 
not be coupled in a double feature 
program. And that their pictures 


may not be sold to the public at 10c¢ 
or less. 


Both exhibs and exchanges are 
agreed on this selling basis, figuring 
that if the Code Authority rules 
that these clauses are no go the 
clauses will become automatically 
ineffective. 


Surprisingly, even those. ex- 
changes and exhibs which were 
loudly yelling for twin-bills and 
dime admissions about a month ago 
are also agreed on this selling 
method. Last month the break- 
away exhibs were insisting that 
they would not signature contracts 
which contain double feature or ad- 
mission bans. But now they admit 
that, in the final instance, the solu- 
tion must be left to the code board. 
Code group is now ready to accept 
complaints on contract and release 
systems and it’s up to. those 
squawking exhibs to take their 
case to the authority for final de- 
cision, 














THE FAMOUS 
CANINE COMEDIAN 


PETE 


THE ORIGINAL 
“OUR GANG” DOG 











Pete, the “‘Our Gang’’ Dog, is an actor 

a class of his own, and a very high 

class at that. You'll love him. 
—Washingten Herald. 
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Pittsburgh Stations’ 2-Day Bonanza 
As Newspaper Workers Go on Strike 





Pittsburgh, May 7. 

Pittsburgh radio stations had a 
gold mine over week-end when 
mailers of three local newspapers 
went on strike, tying up circula- 
tion all over town for two full days. 
Business rolled into broadcasting 
outfits for 48 hours, and announce- 
ments went sailing out over waves 
almost continuously. 

Came at a stragetic moment, too, 
with town’s leading department 
gtores all going in for May sales 
advertising splurge. When mer- 
cantile establishments learned about 
newspaper situation—Press had a 
72-page paper first day of strike 
and Sun-Tele 56 pages—advertising 
managers hot-footed it to ether 
factories with steady stream of an- 
nouncements and kept the staffs 
going full blast for two days. 

All five of town’s stations got in 
on the gravy and profits for period 
went zooming. Stores, getting re- 
bate on newspaper space, sunk it 
all into radio and kept clamoring 
for more but it was first come, first 
served, with everybody yelling for 
time. 

Newspaper mailers, striking for 
return of 10 percent cut they ac- 
cepted last May, finally agreed to 
arbitrate their differences and went 
back to work after couple of days. 
Almost impossible to get a paper 
during tenure of walkout. Morning 
daily, with a circulation of 200,000, 
managed to get only about 20,000 
on the streets one day and none of 
that in downtown sector. 


Dixie Belle Gin Knows 
What It Doesn’t Want; 
85 Auditions Nixed 


- hiladelphia, May 7. 

Dixie Belle Gin, after auditioning 
five big shows at WCAU, with 
Philly talent, decided that it 
wanted a name or nothing. Audi- 
tion was the largest ever staged at 
the station, with over 85 artists to- 
taling the aggregation. 

Client seems set on a musical 
show, with comedy, but insists that 
the comic be a top-notcher. Talent 
suggestions made so far included 
Georgie Price, Tom Howard, Block 
and Sully, all getting a nay. Gin 
outfit wants a star not associated 
with the product of a former spon- 
sor. Thing has become a gag around 
town, since the client’s demands 
seem impossible, although dough 
hasn't entered as a hindering fac- 
tor. Agency is considering every- 
thing in sight but Dillinger and 
One-Eyed Connelly. 

WCATU has commissioned H. Bart 
McHugh, artist bureau head, to 
New York this week for a complete 
talent search. 

Chicago had a parallel case to 
Dixie gin in Schlitz beer. Schlitz is 
now on the air but it took a year of 
auditioning. 


Singing Sam Set 


(Chicago, May 7. 


Atias Brewing Company goes on | 
CBS on May 15 for its Prager Beer, 
With Harry Frankel (‘Singing 
Sam’) as the entertainment. Once 
weekly at 15 minutes each. 

Placed through the local Erwin- 
Wasey agency. This makes the | 
third beer account for Columbia 
system, and all three sold out of the 
Wrigley building Shows are | 
Schlitz, Blatz and Atlas, besides 


Prima on a local baseball shot. 


Larson Leaves NBC 


Bennett Larson leaves NBC’s pro- 
duction staff May 15 to join the 
radio department of the Joseph Katz 
agency. 

Larsen has been with the network 
for over five years. 


+ 





NO MOSCOW PROGRAM 


Anti-Propaganda Treaty Clause 


Stops CBS Pick-up 





Washington, May 7. 
Real reason CBS failed in its at- 
tempts to stage broadcast of Red 
Day celebration from Moscow last 


Tuesday (1) was recognition treaty 
which stipulates that no Communist 
propaganda shall enter U. S. from 
Soviet. 

CBS suggested idea to Moscow 
weeks ago but received no reply till 
a few days before they hoped to air 
the show. When answer came it 
sa:l all Moscow stations were too 
busy to co-operate. 


CBS ANNOUNCER 
COVERS UP NBC 
MISHAP 


Philadelphia, May 7. 

Courtesy of a WCAU-CBS an- 
nouncer saved the rival NBC web 
from an embarrassment. 

NBC had the exclusive pickup, 
through its local WLIT, to carry 
Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt's speech at 
1:30 in the Scottish Rites Temple, 
but later agreed to allow WCAU a 
wire for a Columbia connection. 
When the time arrived for the pro- 
gram to take the air, Alan Scott of 
WCAU was the only announcer 
within hailing distance, and the 
NBC word-slinger was nowhere to 
be found. 

Scott stalled through ten seconds 
of preliminary spiel to give NBC in 
New York a chance to synchronize 
its opening announcement from 
the Radio City studio. Ordinarily he 
could have taken advantage of CBS’ 
ten-second jump on National by 
giving Mrs. Roosevelt the mike at 
usual time, which would have 
brought NBC into her speech after 
she had started. 


RADIO LEGISLATION 
EXPIRES IN ALBANY 


Albany, May 7. 


. 
Proposal for a 5% tax on gross 








receipts of radio stations didn't get 


to first base in the session of the 
New York State Legislature. Spon- 


sored by Senator Thomas F. Burch- 
ill, New York Democrat, the tax 
have affected every person, 
firm, association or enterprise in 
the state engaged in conducting 
broadcasting facilities. Burchill 
proposed that 90% of the revenue 
should be usod for yxelief purposes 


would 





;eral fund. 
Harold E. 
fager of 


Smith, general 
Station WOKO, Albany. 
directed a vigorous fight on bchalf 
;of the broadcasters against the 
| bill. 

Another measure that also 
bs committee was that proposed by 


Assemblyman Daniel J. O'Mara, 
Rochester Republican, and which 
| Was said to be aimed at the radio 
jactivities of Lewis E. Lawes, war- 
| den of Sing Sing Prison. It pro- 
vided for the removal from public 
office or employment any person 


who produced, uttered or published, 
whether under his own or an 
sumed name, and whether in print 
or by radio broadcast or otherwise, 
in any speech, article or broadcast, 
which dramatized or eulogized in- 
dividually or as a class any crimi- 
nal person or persons, fictional or 


real. 


as- 











ATTACK RADIO 
IN THE oENATE 


Church and_ Educational 
Groups Harp on ‘Free- 
dom of Speech’—Demand 
Arbitrary Allotment of 
One-Fourth of All Sta- 
tions to Schools, Religion, 
Farmers, Labor and Non- 


Profit Broadcasters 


—— 


A MENACE 


Washington, May 7. 

Legislative fight of major pro- 
portions will center arou d the Dill 
communications control bill ex- 
pected to come up for Senate con- 
sideration this week. Preparations 
for contest indicate both critics and 
friends of broadcasting anticipate 
stubborn struggle over radio provi- 
sions. 

Inevitable fight has been itensified 
by injection of two-pointed freedom 
of speech issue. Senators Wagner 
of New York and Hatfield of West 
Virginia sponsored amendment re- 
sulting from controversy between 
Paulist Fathers and CBS. which 
would require allocation of one- 
quarter of broadcast facilities to 
‘educational, religious, agricultural, 
labor, co-operative, and similar non- 
profit-making associations.’ 

Frantic efforts to mobilize 
strength to defeat this amendment 
occupied industry lobbyists all last 
week. National Association of 
Broadcasters were in panic checking 
off names of Senators and trying 
to pull wires and get votes. 

Controversy may involve unpre- 
cedented test of power of radio to 
direct public opinion and nation- 
wide appeal to listeners to stand by 
present setup. Broadcasters last 
week threatened to call on audiences 
to write Senators as last-resort 
move to beat back assault on their 
rights. 

Revised to meet various minor 
criticisms, but still containing nu- 
merous features repulsive to broad- 
cast industry, measure far exceeds 
President Roosevelt’s ideas for es- 
tablishing a central communication- 
control body. Fight will involve 
efforts to restrict Dill proposals to 





until the emergency has ceased and | 
then be turned into the state’s gen- | 


man- | 


died | 


conform with President's pro- 
nounced wishes. 
Wagner-Hatfield amendment, most 


vv 


May Crack Down 





900 Miles for Lunch 


Seattle, May 7. 

Folks back East must think 
Oakland and Seattle are neigh- 
boring villages, instead of be- 
ing some 900 miles apart. 

A prominent manufacturer 
of Brattleboro, Vt., recently 
sent Tubby Quilliam, commer- 
cial manager of stations 
KOMO and KJR here, the fol- 
lowing insistent telegram: 

‘Please meet with our rep- 
resentative in Oakland, Calif. 
today for lunch, discuss con- 
tract.’ 











serious threat encountered in years 
of warfare with educational groups, 
has strong backing and was be- 
lieved today to have better than a 
50-50 chance of being adopted. 
Catholic church, National Grange, 
assorted radio-education groups, 
and many lesser but potent organi- 
zations are riding the bandwagon 
and threatening to apply heat to 
Senators who turn thumbs down on 
scheme. 

Industry counter-attack presents 
novel aspect in that strong press 
support has been enlisted. Press 
associations and local bureaus ap- 
pear to have tacit understanding to 
play down news about educators’ 
activities and give far more promi- 
nent attention to stories about ob- 
jectionable phases of Wagner-Hat- 
field amendment. Remarkable 
amount of newspaper support is 
considered one of the good-will con- 
sequences which followed burying 
of hatchet over news broadcasts. 

Dispute over this issue will ob- 
scure several other controversies 
which were of major significance 
but less intelligible to layman, Free- 
dom of speech strife is most pro- 
nounced in this particular case, 
with both groups using argument 
in favor of their causes. Educators 
claim present setup restrains free 
speech, while commercial broad- 
casters insist this would follow 
adoption of Wagner-Hatfield pro- 
posal. Industry so far has soft- 
pedaled this type of oratory. 

Claims will be voiced during de- 
bate that approval of amendment 





would require 150 commercial oper- 
(Continued on page 45) 





Yes Men, Red Tape and Intrigue 





Yes 
them. 


| sidious as the boll-weevil. 


them. 


To start with the yes man. 


tion. 


men, red tape, and intrigue go together. 
Broadcasting, in certain of its organizational units, particularly 
knows them. They're the triplets of discord, fear and jealousy; as in- 
Ultimately something has to be done about 


A yes man is generally an executive. 
a subordinate solely obligated to carry out orders but an executive, top 
and bottom, paid on the theory that he has judgment and is capable of 
making decisions and giving orders in the best interests of his organiza- 
When, for reasons best known to himself, such an executive finds 
it politic or sagacious to refrain from decisions, or to withhold opinions 


All business has known 


Not 


which he ought to give, a yes man is born. 
A number of yes men in any one organization means yards of red 
tape. To sidestep responsibility the yes man substitutes flattery for 


fidelity. That is protective, but also just a symptom, not in itself a disease. 


First there is fear. 

Narrow minded radio officials 
| author if it fails, dreading the 
growth makes mandatory, 


are 
ingism, 


Broadcasting is entertainment. 
sonalities, must be developed. 
public good-will serenaded. 


| intrigue. 


Clear thinking and cliques do 
Creative imagination lags when 
minds. 


provement. 





Yes men, red tape and intrigue 


gestion and a grouch. 


stifling 
inates, appropriating credit if an idea does succeed and discharging the 
very novelty that broadcasting’s continued 
responsible 


New 
Topical opportunities must be capitalized, 
But essentially radio has to be entertaining. 
| A hard job at best and an impossible job if showmanship is clogged with | 

| 


not £0 
inter-office 
Time thus spent is time wasted as concerns broadcasting im- 


ideas or initiative in subord- 


for confusion and do-noth- 





ideas, new programs, new per- 





nor can they grow 


politics preoccupy 


together. 
many 





pal together like headaches, indi 


Washingion, May 7. 


Roundup of code violators was 
set in motion last week by Radio 
Code Authority. Steps to cite re- 


calcitrant stations to NRA compli- 
ance officials are expected in imme- 
diate future. 

Campaign is aimed at approxi- 
mately 20 small stations which have 
ignored series of requests for their 
rate cards and signified no inten- 
tion of respecting fair trade prac- 
tices of compact. This challenge to 
NRA and CA powers has codists in 
a stew and considerable difficulty 
may be encountered in straighten- 
ing out difficulties. 

Majority of offenders are low- 
power local stations which are re- 
garded as serious nuisances despite 
their relative unimportance as in- 
dividual members of _ industry. 
Leaders fear disregard of rate regu- 
lations will spread if these violators 
are not punished. 

Final series of letters quoting 
code clause and threatening puni- 
tive action will go in mails late this 
week. 
today to make certain that no er- 
rors have occurred in compiling list. 
Call letters probably will be pub- 
lished if no responses are received 
in reasonable period. 

Three-day CA session last week 
cleaned up mass of small details but 
reached few significant decisions on 


(Continued on page 45) 


NEW TECHNIQUE 
FOR CROSSLEY 
REPORTS 


Methods of gathering data for the 
Crossley Reports on program popu- 
larity will be changed as soon as 
the joint committee from the Asso- 
ciation of National Advertisers and 
the American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies in charge of the 
service can decide along what lines 
to experiment. It is expected that 
at the next meeting of the group a 
sub-committee will be appointed to 
devise new twists for checking up 
on listener reaction as a step to- 
ward meeting some of the criticism 
that has been directed at these 
analyses of broadcasting. 

Indications are that among the 
proposals will be one calling for the 
increase of the service’s number of 
calls a year so as to get a more 
comprehensive picture of fan pro- 
gram leanings. Also that a propor- 
tion of these phone contacts be de- 
voted to the coincidental method of 
listener toll-taking with the view 








of checking the results of these 
while - the - program-is-on calls 
against the _ tabulation of the 
recollective system, which is based 


on the idea of asking the fan what 


programs she had listened to the 


day before. 


STUDEBAKER MUSICAL 





Chicago, May 7. 
Studebaker starts a 13-week ride 
on CBS out of the local headquar- 
iters on May 15 for a onee-weekly 
| 30-minute program. Will hit some 
20 stations on the web coast-to- 





coast. 
Account placed through the local 
Roche, Williams & Cunnynham 
ferent Studebaker has been using 
'a number of spot schedules for loca] 


| dealers, but Len Erickson of CBS 
idemonstrated that a network run 
would cost hardly much more than 


‘the spot stuff 


7 


Final check was under way, 
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MAX BAER MAURY H. B. PAUL EVERETT MARSHALL'S EDDIE STANLEY SCHLITZ PRESENTS 
*Taxi’ (Serial) With Freddy Martin Orchestra VANITIES with Carol Dee Henry Busse, Kings Jesters, Doris 
15 Mins. Chatter, Band With Elizabeth Lennox, Irving | Comedy Roach, Jean Paul King 
COMMERCIAL 15 Mins. Kaufman, Ohman and Arden COMMERCIAL Band, Songs, Drama 
WJZ, New York COMMERCIAL Song Revue WEAF, New York 30 Mins. 
In radio as upon the motion pic- WABC, New York 30 Mins. Eddie Stanley is from California. COMMERCIAL 
ture screen Max Baer, the prize- Elizabeth Arden Cosmetic has | COMMERCIAL rhat’s about all that his professional | WABC, New York 
fighter, pleasantly reverses expecta- Paul, who Hearst by-lines as Cholly | WABC, New York biography as revealed to date con- With the switch of producing re- 
tions by turning out to be quite Knickerbocker on the society page Everett Marshall gets a double eg of. He's _been on the she te sponsibility from the Stack-Goble 
passable as an actor. He was good | of the New York American, teamed break on this program. First he Vallee Fleischmann program ae pe agency to Batten, Barton, Durstine 
enough on the inaugural program with the Freddy Martin band over =e ehaidinaiia: deni “dik” 4 — sec = ong = pi eine me ov and Osborne and the realignment of 
CBS over a Tuesday evening. shows up exceptionally € a3 a)what used to be called popular re-| in, program's cast, Schlitz had 


(4) of the B. F. Goodrich Tire spe- 
cial series to confuse listeners in 
the absence of a _ sufficiently ex- 
plicit identification of the prize- 
fighter as the actor playing the lead. 
yoodrich better make _ especially 
clear in advance that the part of 
Al Harper is enacted by Baer. 
Otherwise many may be waiting 
for the narrative to end in order to 
hear him. Unexpected merit is that 
deceptive. 

Intention of the sponsor is to 
weave the narrative into a con- 
tinued story culminating June 14 
in the broadcast of the Baer-Car- 
nera fight. If Baer is the white- 
haired lad after that tussle the pro- 
grams may be extended. A good 
showing with or without the cham- 
pionship may qualify him. Mean- 
while, the programs are slated to 
run Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day at 7:45 EDST over the NBC 
blue. Pick-ups from Baer's. train- 
ing camp at Asbury Park, N. J. 

NBC cast the program and+ 
Chester Miller produced it for the 
sponsor. Script is by Len Holton. 
Miller and Holton are entitled to 
honor screlis for their jobs. Script 
has crispness in dialog, adroit 
dovetailing in handling and a mul- 
tiplicity of characters with an eco- 
nomy of means. It is a well-thought 
out job of writing, the superiority 
of which as broadcast material is 
obvious. And quite likely the story 
could be developed and sold to 
Hollywood for a picture. For the 
first installment alone contained a 
full-born plot germ. 

Action opens in a hamburger 
joint. Gertie, the nice girl behind 
the mustard jars, is daft on a 
handsome palooka (Max Baer) who 
drives a cab. He's been a little in- 
considerate. Two bored society 
damsels finally land in the palooka’s 
cab and in a hoydenish mood of ir- 
responsibility one of the Park Ave- 
#ue sirens commissions the stalwart 
cabbie to drive her to Miami, Flor- 
ida, and to start pronto. That's 
the beginning of a story, which, is 
carried out with the same degree of 
cleverness installment number 
one, will hang up a record for well- 
done radio production. 

Difficulty in fixing the point be- 
tween what the author means and 
what the producer means is always 
tough. Miller igs the man that put 
the thing together and made a ra- 
dio script with a prize-fighter stand 
out as a piece of absorbing narra- 
tive. His sense of pace, the uni- 
versal smoothness apart from two 
or three minor verbal stumbles by 
Baer, all compliment his skill. 

Goodrich looks to have a dandy 
bet here. Showmanship values are 
present. There's a good name 
(topical) in a good framework. And 
the commercial copy is held down 
to reasonable claims. 

CBS had the first crack at audi- 
tioning the ‘Taxi’ script to prospec- 
tive commercials but when it came 
to talking terms about broadcast- 
ing a round-by-round version of 
the Baer-Carnera go as climax of 
the affair Columbia found that it 
didn’t have the required time avail- 
able. Among those who heard the 
script before the Goodrich Tire 
directorate took it up were Lucky 
Strike, Gillette Razor, Lever Bros. 
and Dodge Motors. 

For the air rights to the fight 
the Madison Square Garden Corp. 
and the leather-pushing principals 
will split among themselves $25,000. 
This figure is $12,000 better than 
the bid put in by Kraft-Phenix. As 
the lead player in the script series 
for the initial six weeks Baer is 
due to collect around $15,000. Land. 
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CAB CALLOWAY ORCHESTRA 
Hi-de-Ho 

10 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

That billing belongs. Cab Callo- 
way dispenses hi-de-ho, wahwah. 
za-zu-zay. It is a unique kind of 
noise that bears but a _ superficial 
resemblance to orthodox music. It's 
lunatic jazz, the idiom of Harlem, 
peured into trumpets, zithers, and 
whathaveyou. It’s as pungent as 
brandy and as hot. A large section 
of the citizenry are ga-ga over Cal- 
loway’s wahwah. 

Which is by way of an introduc- 
tion to the report that the Calloway 
eolored orchestra, just back from 
London bookings, appeared on the 

«Rudy Vallee Fleischmann hour. And 
offered a characteristic sample of 
their stuff. 

Calloway orchestra has made a 

couple of guest appearances, but has 
yet to attract direct sponsorship. It 
may be there’s a bit too much pep- 
per in the Calloway stew for radio. 
Yet reversely the band cAn answer 
the summons of any advertiser 
seeking an attraction of established 
popularity, Cab Calloway is one of 
the name attractions of the negro 
race. He and his aggregation of 
Harlem talent are standard theat- 
. Fieal bill-toppers. Type of rhythm 
and production numbers created by 
Calloway are unique and while they 
are not universally liked (nothing so 
radical could be) they have a nu- 
merous constituency. Land. 


a cosmetic 


As one who has had his tux and 
notebook on the inside of many a 
shindig tossed by New York's 400 
Maury Paul can relate some har- 
rowing tales of social frustration. 

If Mrs. Jones of Podunk listens 
in to this series she'll learn that 
others with millions at their com- 
mand have suffered social defeat. 
All because of poorly planned par- 


ties. Maury Paul is adept at pic- 
turing the horrors of such catas- 
trophes. 


Paul tells of how one outlander 
after another coming into Manhat- 
tan with fortunes garnered from 
oil, cattle, fish or whatnot has 
found the social going tough for 
the simple reason that in planning 
her assault on society’s ramparts 
she hadn't provided original: novel- 
ties for the jaded spirits of Park 
Avenue and the East 50's. It isn't 
lavishness that turns the trick as 
much as it is a twist of the differ- 
ent, Paul assures ’em. 

Paul relates how one _ hostess 
knocked ‘em for a row of Social 
Registers by building her menu 


around the lowly hot dog, and an- 
other saved her debbie guests from 


boredom by loading the entertain- 
ment bill with hillbilly warblers. 
Other novel touches in the latter 
regard still untapped are the im- 
portation of .a Minsky troupe for 
the evening, or a can-can heaver 
from Chicago’s lower. loop. 
Sandwiching Maury Paul’s hom- 
ily are tunes by the Freddy Martin 
combo orchestrated in the soft, ro- 
mantic manner that has become the 
fashion for all programs that have 
to sell. For the plug 
retailing there's a femme with a 
pleasing register. Theme of her 
rondelay is simply ‘keep your skin 
young and smoother the Elizabeth 
Arden way. A gift is offered for 
the writing. It's a bandeau to be 
worn while applying the cold cream. 
Along with it will come a booklet, 
‘The Quest of the Beautiful.’ 

Odec. 
= 2 


ARTHUR BORAN 

Impersonations 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

Arthur Boran rates as one of the 
few impersonators who have found 
a distinctive niche for themselves 
in radio. This young fellow not 
only has an arresting flair for cap- 
turing the finer nuances of the voice 
personality that he is imitating but 
he knows how to arm himself with 
material that set the original off at 
his best. For the past two seasons 
Boran has been in pretty steady 
demand for guest appearances on 
commercials clearing through WOR 
and NBC and CBS hookups. Re- 
cently he did a set of five appear- 
ances on the Colgate House Party, 
Saturday evening stanza on the red 
(WEAF) link. 

Kraft-Phenix last Thursday (3) 
had him also routined in a ‘party’ 
idea. Program confined him to a 
takeoff on Jimmy Durante and the 
conception that Boran poured into 
the mike was one that did swell 
both by Boran and the Schnozzola. 
As part of the proceedings Boran 
uncorked a monolog on the theme 
of reincarnation. It fitted the per- 
sonality he set out to mimic and it 
was funny. Odec. 


CARSTENS CORNERS 
With Burton James Players 
Serial 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

KOMO, Seattle 

Presentation of a series of com- 
edy dramas entitled ‘Carstens Cor- 
ners’ and presented by Carstens 
Packing Company, scheduled for 26 
weeks, opened Monday (30). It is 
farce throughout with homely 
philosophy scattered generously in 
the lines. Burton James of Play- 
house Players heads a cast of ex- 
cellent local talent. 

Originally sketch was entitled 
‘Harper’s Corners,’ but was changed 
to tie in with the sponsor. Former- 
ly 26 episodes were written for the 
now defunct American Broadcast- 
ing Company. Each cost the sum 
of $125—which was paid to Mitchell 
Sutherland, author. 

Main characters are: Grandpa 
Prouty, deaf octogenarian; Chet 
Rochester, constable; Jeff Larabee, 
loquacious village barber around 
whose Elite barber shop most of 
the action revolves: Henry Car- 
stens, proprietor of the Carstens 
House; his wife, Sophia: Aunt 
Sarah, village’ gossip: Mrs. J. 
Worthington Bangs, richest woman 
in Watkins County; Bruce Talbott, 
postmaster, etc. 

Program is designed to create 
g00d will toward sponsor's product 
by providing mellow amusement. 
The judicious use of the sponsor's 
name—particularly Carstens Cor- 
ners—by repetition—not too much 
—carries message forward more ef- 
fectively than straight commercials. 
Commercial! blurb is converted to a 
two minute skit at the conclusion 
of each program. Audience re- 








sponse so far very favorable and 
increased good will seems certain. . 


performer. Second, the _ publicity 
edge in having the program named 


after him is one of the most for- 
tunate set-ups a headliner just 
starting on the air ever got. And 


the more so, as on this type of air 
show it’s not usual, 

Marshall is well known on Broad- 
way, has been in numerous oper- 
ettas, and is currently in the Shu- 
bertized ‘Ziegfeld Follies’. He com- 
mands a good figure. Although he 
has trouped in vaudeville and pre- 
sentation houses and made shorts 
for the screen, he js probably not a 
name te the public at large. He 
begins for the radio listeners pretty 
much an outsider. But for -that 
matter; to the ether addicts so were 
other names of the legit theatre. 

Especially fine on this program 
are the vocal duets rendered by 
Marshall and Elizabeth Lennox. 
There is some preliminary conver- 
sational palaver to these songs. 
Talk in general isn’t good. The 
effort to create romance is not par- 
ticularly successful. Sponsor's 
thought evidently is to create a ro- 
mantic team in Marshall and Len- 
nox. This is an inspirational hunch, 
but some tinkering and experiment- 
ing may be necessary to get the 
right aesthetic slant. Danger seems 
to be gushiness, which Marshall's 
personality just doesn’t fit. He is 
strong on rugged individualism and 
shy on the gigolo gloss. 

Incidentally, Miss Lennox, ante- 
cedents unreported, is splendid in- 
dividually and in union. Irving 
Kaufman, veteran vaudeville singer, 
stood out also. He has a voice ra- 
dio can use and if he has any pro- 
gram ideas to sell with it he might 
be a candidate again for a break in 
his own right. 

Team called Romeo and Juliet is 
Kaufman and a femme foil. Do 
Negro dialect comedy. Only it isn’t 
funny comedy and it doesn’t hold 
attention. Rambling gab is weak 
and this interlude didn’t fit with the 
rest of the program. 

Full billing of the show is ‘Ev- 
erett Marshall's Broadway Vanities’, 
Ohman and Arden are there. A 
program without Ohman and Arden 
would be quite a novelty. 

Auspices might be reminded that 
Marshall is but little known to the 
hinterland and his reputation should 
not be over-presumed. Some of the 
lines handed Marshall proceed on 
the theory that he i: better known 
than he is. A tendency in conse- 
quence for Marshall to sound a bjt 
conceited ought to be halted. He 
will sell himself on performance, 
so needs none of this antiquate 
star-light. : 

Bisodol concentrates its commer- 
cial copy in the middle of the pro- 
gram. It’s as windy as a Hima- 
layan plateau. Paragraphs are used 
where sentences would suffice. 

Land. 


‘OLD HEIDELBERG’ 

With Cadets Quartet, Doris Lor- 
raine, Gene and Charlie, Clarence 
Wheeler Orch., Tom Shirley 

Music 

COMMERCIAL 

15 Mins. 

WBBM, Chicago 
Blatz beer is paying for this 15- 

minute shot three times weekly on 

WBBM and once weekly on the Co- 

lumbia links. Thursday and Sun- 

day programs are strictly local, 
while the Tuesday broadcast shoves 
out over the web. 

Show itself would be classified in 
vaudeville as family time, which 
would mean too good for the small 
time and not quite up to the smart 
style necessary to make it big time. 
And family time is probably just 
the right kind of time for Blatz 
beer and for this program. It’s a 
home-folks program and this is by 
far the type of people the beer 
wants to reach. 

There's plenty crowded into that 
15-minute period, but it’s all the 
same kind of entertainment. The 
Cadets sing and well, Gene and 
Charlie sing a semi-comedy tune, 
while Doris Lorraine sings, but not 
good enough. Miss Lorraine failed 
to sell her tunes. Over the loud- 
speaker her voice came in flat and 
without color. Even tunes inherent- 
ly colorful, such as ‘Two Hearts in 
Three-quarter Time,’ were stiff and 
lifeless. 

Standout were the Cadets for 
solid vocalizing of the ‘Stout 
Hearted Men’ variety and the Clar- 
ence Wheeler orchestra as a bang- 
up background and specialty ensem- 
ble. It shapes as an excellent job 
of these two items, the Cadets and 
the Wheeler group. Gene and 
Charlie had too little to do and 
picked an old tune, ‘Honeymoon 
Hotel’ for their so-so effort. 

Show shapes as suitable from the 
sponsor's angle, without a chance 
fof it making particular ripple in the 
radio sea. It is the type of show 
that though it will make only luke- 
warm 
enemies. 





WBBM house talent. 
Gold. 





friends, will not make any | audience. 


quest. It seems probable the lad will 
be on the way up if given a few 
more breaks such as Vallee handed 
him. 

Stanley tells old jokes. Very old 
jokes. Tells them with a quasi- 
twang. Lots of vitality in his style. 
Speaks clearly. Every word regis- 
ters. Speaks loudly. A lot louder 
than radio is accustomed to, but it’s 
all part of his style and should not 
be changed. 

That a young unknown can on 
merit stir up interest and get peo- 
ple asking, ‘Who is that guy and 
where did he learn his stuff?’ comes 
near to being one of those success 
stories that read so nice. That is, 
if the expected sequel materializes. 
And the afternoon generally follows 
the morning in any well-regulated 
system of logic. Stanley has what 
it takes. 

Calculated to win over those who 
know the answers as well as the 
comic does is his smart stunt of kid- 
ding himself and his material. For 
instance, he cracks, ‘just wanted to 
test your memory,’ or ‘it’s your own 
fault—you laugh at ’em.’ 

Carol Dee is an able foil. . Land. 


CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF 
THE AIR 

COMMERCIAL 

30 Mins. 

WGY, Schenectady 


Saturday morning program which 
youthful would-bes have broadcast 
over WGY for some time, is now 
sponsored by a Schenectady de- 
partment store, with the starting 
time advanced to 10:30. Tom 
Lewis, who succeeded Roland 
Bradley (now cf WEVD) as direc- 
tor of the Children’s Theatre, now 
acts as m.c. and announcer. 

From the viewpoint of the adult 





listener—omittingr fond parents, 
relatives and friends of the _ per- 
formers—present programs pack 


no great punch. Doubtful whether 
they tote a wallop for juvenile dial- 
ers, eitlLer, although one can not be 
sure about this. Neither the recent 
talent nor the lay-out appears to be 
distinctive. 

Of straight acting, the thing 
which with Pradley obtained splen- 
did results on local kid programs, 
there has be none recently. Pres- 
ent stanzas umwind as a series of 
musical specialties, with pop vocals 
by little girls predominating. At 
the best the latter stuff is imita- 
tive; on the air it does not display 
girlhood or childhood in the most 
innocent and appealing aspects. 
Hardly edifving to hear a young- 
ster in a quavering voice warble 
about love, often of the torch type. 

Instrumental end of the program 
is stronger. A boy xylophonist, for 
instance, plays’ rather skillfully, 
and several other instrumentalists 
show competence. Incidentally, re- 
cent programs have been light on 
male talent. The lad, who m.c.’d 
with the confidence of an adult 
professional, is not appearing, nor 
is the boy with the appealing so- 
prano. Tap dancing heard is 
okeh, although it does not click 
over the ether as in a theatre. 

Tom Lewis, whose usual radio- 
stage activities are far removed 
from that of a ‘father’ to kids, 
guides the hopefuls here rather 
well. Program is weighed down 
with advertising. Junior dialers 
may not object to the plugging be- 
tween each’ specialty, although 
some of the merchandise mentioned 
is certainly beyond their purses 
and desires. Jaco. 


DOROTHY DIX DRAMAS 
Sketch 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WHAT, Philadelphia 

This show is a tie-up with the 
Evening Public Ledger, which car- 
ries the lovelorn column. Program 
is purely local, with origina] scripts 
written by studio’s continuity crew, 

Idea, presented daily at 1:30, is 
to dramatize the problems as com- 
ing through the mail, not strictly 
adhering to the Dix stuff as the 
paper carries it. Outstanding fea- 
ture of the program is neatness in 
production and characterizations. 
Show neither burns a torch for lost 
loves, or laughs off difficulties, but 
handles each plot’s basis frankly 
and cleverly. 

Scenes are doved in and out pri- 
marily with music, but occasional 
narration by the announcer smooths 
over a rough spot. Dorothy Dix is 
not ghosted. but her advice to 
listeners is turned over the program 
as dramatization or through an- 
nouncer’s spiel. Cast suits the series 
admirably, although occasional ro- 
mantic episodes leave one or two 
choice snickers, especially in the 
scenes which depict the home-life 
of a henpecked hubby. Show takes 
on all comers, from _ pessimistic 
swains to old gals in search of 
happy love affairs, and creates not 
a little local comment. 

Station handles the program seri- 
ously, amd obviously, so does the 
It's one of the most 
popular script shows in Philly, and 
has been for more than a year. 





made little progress in relieving 
what has become its Friday night 
headache. Revised frame, which 
made its debut last week-end (4) 
represented a hodge-podge of some 
10 or more commercials current on 
the networks, minus form, coher- 
ence and personality. Behind the 
‘Program of the Week,’ which the 
brewer dropped after three sam- 
ples, there was at least something 
smacking of the different in pro- 
gram ideas. 

Because of the _ previous pro- 
ducer’s commitment last Friday's 
show went through with a drama- 
tized excerpt from what was tagged 
as the ‘picture of the week.’ Film 
was Warner Bros. ‘20 Million Sweet- 
hearts’ and the production given the 
bit here couldn’t have reacted to the 
picture's favor. Voice doubling 
couldn't; have been more far- 
fetched or detrimental to the illu- 
sion, while the thing as’a whole left 
a pretty blurred impression of what 
it was all about. 

Other dramatic bit interpolated 
into the continuity was a recollec- 
tion of last year’s Kentucky Derby. 
Jean Paul King doubled from the 
plug reading assignment into the 
role of sideline describer of the 
event, and poured into his delivery 
a twittery modulation and enthus- 
iasm that would have doné honor to 
a crocheting contest between Clara, 
Lu ’n’ Em. 

Henry Busse gave his customary 
expert interpretation of Tin Pan 
Alley’s latest, the Kirig’s’ Jesters 
plied a harmony interlude with the 
suavity and lightness that it takes, 


while Doris Roach, whom Rudy 
Vallee introduced on his Thursday 
night stanza several weeks ago, 


showed a keen flair for cadence in 
her vocalizing of a fast number. In 
selecting the fadeout number by the 
band the new producing coterie in 
Chicago showed an arresting pen- 
chant for originality. Tune is ‘When 
Day Is Done. Fred Waring has 
been using it for the same purpose 


ever since he’s been on the air. 
Odec. 


ROSEWOOD AND IVORY 

Margaret Chesick, George Fraser 
and Peter Martin 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


Captivating lyric soprano voice 
of Margaret Chesick and a back- 
ground of piano (Fraser) and xylo- 
phone (Martin) make a spot that 
so intrixued Southern Public Utili- 
ties Company and listeners that it 
has been signed for a solid year. 

Program, created under the di- 
rection of the WBT program de- 
partment, was sold to the utilities 
concern on a brief trial. It turned 
the trick so it was signed for a 
year, three 15-minute programs a 
week. 

Martin and Fraser are both ex- 
perienced showmen, having played 
in all manner of bands and or- 
chestras for all types of shows from 
canvas to big time theatres, circus 
and minstrel to lavish revue. They 
know how to make the background 
with proper shadings for Miss 
Chesick. 

Program goes on at 11:45 o'clock 
a. m., a good time to reach the 
housewives who are the real cus- 
tomers of the utility concern. 

Title comes from wooden notes 
of Martin’s xylophone and Fraser's 
ivory notes. 





MARY BERGHOFF 
With Connie Beaver 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WOwWO, Fort Wayne 


Name of Berghoff is soundly im- 
pressed on the listener in this quar- 
ter hour, as soprano is wife of 
brewery head which has just intro- 
duced its newest brand, Berghoff 
Hofbrau, to pubic. ‘Zwei Herzen’ 
in German is the theme, with pro- 
gram devoted to popular and light 
classies. Reader copy is good, being 
mostly choice recipes for housewife 
of famous dishes created at the 
original Hofbrau house in Munich, 
where Berghoff beer first saw light. 

Program was on air twice weekly 
at first, but last week company de- 
cided to increase with an extra Sun- 
day hour. Connie Beaver is accom- 
panist and supplements with solos 
now and then. Featured singer has 
rich voice, which relays well. Stu- 
dio concentrating on this one for a 
special summer run. 





‘Ma Fraser,’ of the NBC network 


afternoon sketch, is now being in- 
troduced as ‘America’s Mother of 
the Air.” With the change in time, 
skit is hitting the air 15 minutes 
earlier. 

Bob McCombs, organist of Cri- 
terion theatre, has been appointed 


music director and staff organist for 
KOMA, Oklahoma City. 
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RCA LIKES WLW PRECEDENT 





Boston's Finicky Clients 





stances listed below. 


On receipt of a stamped self-addressed envelope Charley Burton 
»f WEEI says he will prove to anybody the veracity of the in- 


Boston, May 7. 














SPONSOR OBJECTION REASON 
Cigarette Mfr. |‘SSmoke Gets In YourSmoke in eyes is un- 
Eyes’ jpleasant. Nothing  un- 
| |pleasant about his brand 
| ‘of fags 
lead listeners to 


Ginger Ale Mfr.|‘Shine, Little Glow Worm’ Might 


jsuspect his ginger ale 
leontained worms 





|His milk is not watered 





iscarlet fever 


Milk Co. ‘Old Oaken Bucket’ 
Baked Bean |Sketch containing refer- Scarlet fever creates bad 
Canner lence to somebody havingtaste in mouth that oth- 


erwise might be water- 
ling for beans 





Coal Dealer Sketch 


in which 
lboy throws rocks 


small,His coal pure; no rocks 


jin it 

















CBS May Use 


Business Films 





Broadcasting’s Initial 


Employment of Pro- 


motional Supplement 


CBS may resort to talking pic- 
tures as a sales promotion device. 


_ Network is tinkering around with 


the idea, undecided whether to de- 
pend for the pictorial effects on 
photos, action pictures or cartoons. 
Meanwhile it is having recorded on 
sound tracks the voices of its names, 
near-names and talent slated for a 
buildup. 

in addition to using these sound 
films for time and talent selling pur- 
poses the web is figuring on devel- 
oping from them a library of one 
reelers to do a job of institutional 


plugging. The reels would be cir- 
culated among advertising clubs, 
women’s clubs and schools. CBS 


has already selected a title for one 
of these subjects. It’s ‘A Day 
In- 
cluded would be not only flashes of 
artists before the mike, but shots of 
the production department at work 
preparing the programs. Another 
reel would deal with the technical 
twists involved in broadcasting. 

Recording of the artists is limited 
to a few bars of song or a gag. 
Soundtracking is being done 
through Paramount. 





MORE SYNCHING TIME 


_ BETWEEN WBBM-KFAB 


Chicago, May 7. 

Local CBS station, WBBM, has 
made another synchronizing deal 
with KFAB in Lincoln, Neb. Will 
Synch with the station from 8:30 
until midnight instead of simply 
from 10 p. m. on. 

Which makes it just a little 
tougher for the local salesmen since 
it’s necessary for the station to 
carry network programs for 90 min- 
utes additional each evening. 





No Dobbsie Renewals | 


San Francisco, May 7. 

When its contract expires June 18 
California Packing Co. will not re- 
new with NBC and Capt. Dobbsie’s 
transcontinental Del Monte Ship of 
Joy will go off the air. 

Dobbsie’s show, only cross-coun- 
try commercial currently emanating 
from here, has been on since Sep- 
tember with several renewals. 
Neither Calpack nor the McCann- 
Erickson agency has any plans for 
the summer. 

Nothing definite for Dobbsie, who 
for five years had the Shell Oil ac- 





count on the Don Lee and NBC 
chains. 

Another account going off NBC is 
‘Dawn of Hollywood,’ Tuesday night 
cosmetic show for the House of 
Seager, which bows out May 15 

Neal’, Barrett, general manager 
KOMA, Oklahoma City, now waxes 
his mustache at both ends. 


+ 





Irene Beasely Summer 
Sub for Wendall Hall 


Chicago, May 7. 


Irene Beaseley is set for the sum- 
mer run for the Fitch air tonic 
show on NBC. 

Replaces Wendell Hall, who has 
been the show for the past season 
and who is slated to return to the 
program this fall after a vacash. 


Special Stage, 
Radio Show in 
WGN-B&K Deal 


Chicago, May 7. 

Arrangement has been made by 
WGN and Balaban & Katz circuit 
of theatres for a one weekly spe- 
cial broadcast from the stage of the 
Chicago, the ace B.&K. house. 

Show will run from 9-9:30 p.m., 
with B.&K. producing a_ special 
radio-type show for these broad- 
casts. Not only will the show in- 
clude the talent of the Chicago thea- 
tre, but of all available talent at the 
other B.&K. spots. It will be a 
public broadcast, with the event ad- 
vertised to the public an an ‘extra 
added attraction.’ Quin Ryan, man- 
ager and chief voice of WGN, will 
be in on the first broadcasts any- 
way as m.c. to get the show started. 


Brunton Buying KQW 


San Francisco, May 7. 


Deal is on the fire between Julius 
Brunton & Sons, owners of KJBS, 
to buy KQW in San Jose and San 
Francisco, from Fred Hart, owner. 
Papers expected to be signed by 
Ralph Brunton and Hart this week. 

If completed, Brunton wiil move 
the Frisco studios of KQW to his 
present KJBS location and will link 
the pair of broadcasters into a two- 
station chain. KQW will give KJBS 
added coverage of the northern 
California territory. 

Meanwhile Brunton is sliding out 
from under the Radio News Bureau 
in which he is affiliated with other 
stations throughout the country. 
Unable to get a satisfactory return 
from his heavy investment he has 
cut off one man and instead has 
subscribed to the Press Radio Serv- 
ice, meanwhile maintaining one man 
in Frisco and one in Sacramento for 
local news, and also the Dow-Jones 
ticker service. Does two broadcasts 
and spot announcements of his own 
gatherings and the Press 
j stuff at 12:30 a.m. 

















cHPER-POWER 
HAS A FOOTHOLD 


Development of 500,000- 
Watt Station Outside 
RCA Control Deemed 


Salubrious from Corpora- 
tion’s Standpoint 


SARNOFF’S SLANT 





In the establishment of WLW, 
Cincinnati, as the highest powered 
station in the country, RCA has a 
partisan interest aside from the fact 
that its subsidiary, the Victor Co., 
did the equipment supplying for the 
500,000-watt transmitter. With this 
indie outlet rating as the lone super- 
power broadcast source, RCA fig- 
ures that much has been done to- 
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wards diverting the curse of monop- 
oly that has been fastened upon its 
other subsid, NBC. Also that the 
way is now open for NBC to do 
some promoting for super-power on 
its own accord. 

David Sarnoff, who was among 
the dedicatory speakers for WLW 
last Wednesday night (2) has al- 
ways been ae strong advocate 
for super-powered transmitters. 
Through such setups (50,000-watts) 
it has been his opinion NBC-con- 
trolled stations in most instanccs 
overcome the problem of dead spots 
and kindred interferences. 

Just prior to the organization of 
NBC the Westinghouse Co. had un- 
der consideration a plan of convert- 
ing every one of its stations into 
broadcasting sources of the super- 
power type. It believed that with 
five or six transmitters strategically 
located and armed with super-power 
it would be able to cover the entire 
United States. Stations that West- 
inghouse had figured for power pro- 
motion along these lines are KDKA, 
Pittsburgh; WBZ-WBZA, Boston- 
Springfield; KYW, Chicago, and 
KFKX, Lincoln, Neb. 

RCA has still another interest -in 
WLW. Location of this outlet will 
lend itself ideally to the develop- 
ment of television, and it is believed 
that RCA will make heavy use of 
this that center when it is ready to 
debut picture-casting as a commer- 
cial medium. 

NBC Pays Tribute 

While NBC is supposed to resent 
WLW ’s ability to demand and get 
$990 an hour from the network and 
the probable increased card rate de- 
mands expected to be made shortly 
by WLW on the 500,000-watt basis, 
the larger significance of a super- 
power station outside NBC-RCA 
control is understood to mollify the 
network’s pout, 

Deduction has been made within 
broadcasting that WLW under its 
new signal strength is competing 
with the networks rather than with 
individual] stations and that the very 
nature of WLW coverage is an anti- 
network argument that will be used 
plenty. 





Chicago, May 7. 

Indications are the Palmer House 
show will shift from the NBC basic 
web to the Quality Group of three 
major indies, WGN, WOR and 
WLW on May 29 at the expiration 
of the first 13 weeks of the Palmer 
House-NBC contract. 

Hotel is understood plenty dissat- 
isfied with the mail count on the 
show thus far, especially when com- 
paring it with the click of the Floyd 
Gibbons programs last year. Mail 
count for the programs up to the 
present is reported at some 10,000, 
far under the Gibbons mail in 1933. 
Present NBC hookup of 17 stations 
does not include WLW, but NBC is 
now offering the hotel WLW for the 
second 13-week option if the hotel 
goes elong. 





Amos 'n’ Andy appeared in person 
at Warner theatre, Oklahoma City, 
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1934 1933 1932 1931 
January socecese GS,utaeee $1,869,885 $2,635,447 $2,026,860 
February ceccccce 2,197,297 1,742,784 2,571,609 1,924,778 
March ..csccccses 23,478,400 1,997,463 2,864,783 2,164,434 
April seesbesse epeuense 1,690,177 2,649,892 2,195,880 
Total .sscsees $9,412,738 $7,300,309 $10,721,731 $8,311,952 
1934 1933 1932 1931 
January wcccceseese $1,405,948 $941,465 $1,348,842 $692,114 
February .ecceceee 1,387,823 884,977 1,319,414 750,621 
March ccccecsosss 1,086,006 1,016,102 1,436,050 1,110,526 
eee eeee 1,371,601 775,489 1,354,592 1,076,103 
Total <<ccscvrs SE506,000 $3,618,033 $5,458,898 $3,629,354 











1933, Figures; 
Still Good; 


Tums Announcements 
In Nation-Wide Test 


Chicago, May 7. 


Tums, the product of the A. H. 
Lewis Medicine Company of St. 
Louis, goes on the air on May 14 for 
a national test of one-minute re- 
corded announcements. Will hit 
about 15 stations from coast to 
coast three times weekly at night. 
Through the local Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency. 


WOMEN DISLIKE 
SPIELERS OF 
OWN SEX 


Toronto, May 7. 

Would-be Canadian femme an- 
nouncers are out of luck, according 
to a survey of Toronto stations. 
Curiously enough, the feminine ele- 
ments in Canadian radio audiences 
are the chief objectors. 

When faced by a microphone, 

women have a tendency to talk in 
an unnatural voice and put on ‘a 
sweet tea-party affectation,’ ac- 
cording to Stanley Maxted, regional 
director of the Canadian Radio 
Commission. 
‘As a general rule, we have no 
objection to women announcers but 
we have found through observa- 
tions of the past six years that a 
woman’s voice is never successful 
on the air,’ says Maxted. ‘If we 
could find a woman who can talk 
perfectly natural on the air, we 
would do everything in our power 
to promote her.’ 

Claims Harry Sedgewick, manag- 
ing director of CFRB; ’70 per cent 
of our listeners are women; the 
men never complain about women 
announcers; complainants are al- 
ways women. Their voices are 
clear but they are not acceptable 
to listeners unless they are confined 
to children’s programs or descrip- 
tions of cosmetics or lingerie. In 
these instances, women announcers 
get by for it is not very convincing 
for a baritone voice to laud the 
qualities of ladies’ personal gar- 
ments.’ 











More Dough—Musicians 


Los Angeles, May 7. 
Musicians’ local, 47, is attempting 





to penalize local stations which 
transport their staff orchestras to 
other spots to remote before free 
audiences, 

Under new regulations gtations | 
using their bands for these outside | 


affairs will be compelled to pay the 
men their usual studio time plus the | 





;ene engagement | 
.lof-statian remote. } 


rate for 


each out- | 


CBS 77%, NBC 40% Above April, 
Summer Prospects 


Drop Not Alarming 


April gave Columbia a _ record- 
breaking boost. Network last month 
grossed in time sales 77% more than 
it did for the corresponding 30-day. 
period of 1933. Previous month also 
set a new April high for CBS. Tally 
from hookup facilities in the last 
funar stretch came to $1,371,601, 
which was $13,000 better than 
Columbia did for April, 1933. 

NBC for April, ’34, showed a jump 
of 40% over the same month of 1933, 


but continued to lag behind the net- 
work’s 1932 grosses. However, the 
marginal drop between March and 
April indicated that NBC was hav- 
ing less difficulty than CBS in hold- 
ing on to business as the warm spell 
approaches. In the case of NBC, 
the dip amounted to $105,000, while 
Columbia last month took in $153,- 
000 less than it did in March. 

NBC's time disposal business last 
month brought it $2,368,118. In 
April, ’33, it did $1,690,177, while the 
32 tally for the same month was 
$2,649,892. Judging from the small 
number of accounts it’s slated to 
loss this month and the addition of 
such new business as Goodrich 
Tire’s Max Baer script series and 
General Food’s matinee Show Boat 
version, NBC should come through 
May with a similar 40% edge over 
the May, ’33, level. In the latter 
month the network grossed $1,622,- 
887. 

Columbia’s May, 1933, total was 
$624,256. Though the breakdown of 
NBC's total into the red (WEAF) 
and blue (WJZ) link allocations 
were not available last week, it is 
aparent that CBS in April continued 
to be the top grosses by network, 





Los Angeles, May 7. 

For the first four months of 1934, 
major broadcasting stations on the 
coast shows a substantial increase 
in dollar volume over the same pe- 
riod last year and also shows com- 
mercial increases over the first four 
months of 1932, considered the ban- 
ner year. 

In network business, from Pacific 
coast accounts, NBC is way ahead 
of CBS. If the former’s business 
keeps up as started for the four 
months it looks as if NBC will do 
around $1,500,000 worth of business 
from west coast advertisers over the 
Coast chain and from Coast ac- 
counts sending their stuff east. 4 

National accounts coming to the 
Coast either by transcontinental 
chain or by production on the west 
coast for release here run almost 
two to one over Columbia. At least 
four accounts using CBS in the east 


come into western territory over 
NBC, 
FIDLER NON-SPI 
Holly wood, May 7. 

Non-Spi has hired Jimmy Fidler 
to do a few minutes of Hollywood 
chatter on its broadcasts. 

lidler is set for two weeks and, 
if oke, stays on for the series. 
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New Business 





NEW YORK CITY 
Genung, Inc. (department stores), 





26 announcements, to May 25. 
WEAS. 

Penna Sales Co., four test pro- 
grams, including Bob Harper, John 
Wrigley and Buck Jones, dialog. 
Placed through Associated Broad- 
cast Advertising Co. WFAS. 

BUENOS AIRES 

Enoch Morgan’s Sons, Inc. (Sa- 
polio), 13 weeks, three times week- 
ly. Through Conquest’ Alliance. 
Station LR4. 





SAN JUAN, P. R. 
Crystal Corp. (Outdoor Girl cos- 
metics), 13 weeks, musical programs. 
Through Conquest Alliance. WKAQ. 





KANSAS CITY, MO. 


Kre:tman and Skukert, furriers.' 
Both are three-a-week quarter-hour 
of World transcriptions, even’ .g 
time KMBC., 


Palace Clothing Company. Quarter 
hour daily mornings. Advice to the 
distressed by the Sunshine Lady. 
KMBC. 

John Taylor Dry Goods Co. Re- 
newal. Joanne Taylor’s Fashion 
Flashes. Program is personal shop- 
ping service for out-of-town or in- 
disposed shoppers. KMBC. 





ATLANTA 

Stone Baking Company, Atlanta 
concern, 52 15-minute talent shows, 
Mondays and Thursdays. WSB. 

Banquet Tea, one-minute tran- 
scriptions. WSB. 

Monarch Brand Foods, 
announcements, Tuesdays, 
days and Fridays. WSB. 

Palmolive Beauty Box program, 
one-hour NBC broadcasts, on Tues- 


50-word 
Thurs- 





day evenings. WSB. 
Dr. Pepper, 78 One-minute tran- 
scriptions. WSB. 
CINCINNATI 


Union’ Gas & Electric Co., renew- 
ing its twice weekly cookery pro- 
— conducted by Laura Judd 

ryant, on WCKY for a year. Spon- 
sor engaged Christine Fryman, win- 
ner of WCKY ‘Miss Radio of ’34’ 
beauty contest, to take part in air- 
ings. 

Knox Co., makers of Cystex, kid- 
ney medicine, renewed with WCKY 
for 26 weeks of weekly transcrip- 
tions on ‘Newspaper Adventures.’ 

Goodrich Tire &€ Rubber Co., on 
WCKY for Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday evening, 15-minute blasts 
from Max Baer’s camp from May 4 
to Carnera-Baer scrap, June 14. 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Phillips Department Store, South 
Omaha, announcement daily, except 
Sunday, beginning April 24. WAAW. 

Capitol Auto Livery, 18 announce- 
ments to be given three per week, 
began April 23. WAAW. 

Deluxe Motor Service, announce- 
ment daily, except Sunday, began 
April 21, for one month, WAAW. 

Interstate .Hatcheries, announce- 
ment daily, except Sunday, April 19 
until forbid. Buchanan Thomas 
Agency. WAAW. 

Jack Lincoln Motor Co., announce- 
ment daily, except Sunday, two 
weeks, began April 19. WAAW. 

Dr. Hayes Association, announce- 
ment daily, except Sunday, began 
April 16 for one month. Hogan Ad- 
vertising Co., Kansas City. WAAW. 

Kellogg Sales Co., Pep, announce- 
ment daily, except Sunday, began 
April 16 for one month. WAAW, 

Chase Plow Co., announcement 
daily, except Sunday, began April 
14 for one month. Buchanan Thomas 
Co. WAAW. 

Byrd Nurseries, announcement 
daily, except Sunday, began April 
11 until forbid. WAAW. 

Blue Ribbon Beer, announcement 





Tuesdays and Thursdays, April 10 
to September 27. KOIL, 
Cadwallader Fur Co., announce- 


ments three times daily, except Sun- 
day, for one year. KOI, 

Continental Keller Co., Council 
Bluffs department store, announce- 
ment every Wednesday for one year, 
begun April 18. KOIL. 

Dr. Donan, dentist, Council Bluffs, 
52 announcements, to be given at 


times specified on the farm dinner 


hour after April 10. KOIL. 

Evans Home-Made Ice Cream, an- 
nouncements Tuesdays, 
hour, 10 to September 30. 

KOIL.. 

Goldstein-Chapman Co. and Natel- 
sons, women’s furnishings stores, 
‘p200 announcements to be used al- 
ternately, four times daily, except 
Sunday. KOIL. 

Kellogg Sales Co., Pep, three an- 
nouncements daily, except Sunday, 
for 27 days beginning April 23. 
KOIL. 

Lord Aspirin Co., 
daily, except Sunday, 
July 15. KOIL. 

Maidrite Sandwich Shop, 52 an- 
nouncements, to be taken at Sstag- 
gered times within the year, begin- 
ning April 21. KOIL. 

Nebraska Clothing Co., 15-minute 
program daily, except Sunday, eve- 
ning periods, began April 2 for one 
year. Material World Broadcasting 
Co. transcriptions. KOIL. 

United Food Stores, new, sponsor 
for the Brandels-General Electric 


April 


announcement 
April 15 to 


= 


Thursdays 
and Saturdays on the farm dinner 


Kitchen broadcasts, 45-minute pro- 
gram from kitchen daily, except 
Sundays, April 23 through October 
23. KOILL. 


Union Pacific Streamline Train, 
announcements four days per week, 
began April 17 until forbid. KOIL. 

United Drug Co., 15-minute pro- 
grams daily, May 1 to 5, RCA-Vic- 
tor transcriptions. Spot Broadcast- 
ing Co., New York. KOIL. 


Martha Washington Candy Co., 52 


ve 


announcements, one daily, except 
Sunday, beginning April 22. KOIL. 
Avocado Soap Co., 15-minute 
transcriptions, 13 times, Tuesdays 


and Thursdays, 10 a.m., began April 


12. Norman Kirschbaum & Co., 
Omaha. WOW. 

Easy Washer Spiralator Corp., 
product advertised on the Hayden 
Rros.-Schmoller & Mueller program, 
10 minutes, Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and 15 minutes Sun- 
days. Talent, Billy Meyers, Frank 
Hodek and John Chapel. WOW. 

Lord Aspirin Co., announcements 


daily for one year, began April 16, 
15-minute program five times per 
week, 9:30 a.m., except Saturdays 
and Sundays, one year, began April 
16. Wow. 


Mickey Quilt Patches, John C. 
Michael Co., Chicago, five-minute 
transcriptions, Wednesdays, 3:30 


p.m., 13 times, began April 11. Grieg, 
Blair & Spight, Inc. WOW. 
Goldstein-Chapman Co. and Natel- 
sons, long-term contract,, announce- 
ments at staggered times. WOW. 
Omar Baking Co., 15-minute pro- 
gram featuring Mary Baker, 9 a.m. 


daily, except Sunday, April 16 
through June 26. WOW. 
Parmelee, Inc., furs, announce- 


ments daily, except Sunday, on the 
Harold Fair participation program, 
April 23, for one month. WOW. 
Pennzoil, Kansas City, 32 five-min- 
ute transcriptions, began April 19. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. WOW. 
Pontiac Motor Co., 30 transcrip- 
tion announcements daily, except 
Sunday. Campbell-Ewald Co., Inc., 
Detroit. Wow. 

Willard Tablet Co., stomach pow- 
ders, 13 announcements, one daily, 
except Sunday. First United Broad- 
casters, Chicago. WOW. 





DES MOIN-—S 

Colonial Baking Co., 15 minutes 
per week, 17 weeks, and Saturday 
morning kid show, Fairall Adver- 
tising agency. KSO. 

Chase Investment Co., three an- 
nouncements per day, one year. 
Coolidge Advertising Agency. KSO. 
Braught & Gage (B. & G. Malter 


Cocoa), 17 15-minute programs. 
Saturday morning kid show. Direct. 
KSO. 


Mankato Brew. Co., 52 chain break 
announcements, Direct. KSO. 
Cont. Baking Co., renewal, three 
announcements per week, 13 weeks. 
BBD and O. KSO. 

Frankel Clothing Co., 15 five-min- 
ute programs. Direct. KSO. 
Zinsmaster Breads, Inc., renewal, 
three 15-minute programs per week, 
15 weeks. Charlie Flagier. Batten- 
field & Ball. KSO. 

Pittsley Motor Co., renewal, three 
announcements daily, eight weeks. 
Direct. KSO. 

Shell Petroleum, 56 one minute 
transcriptions. J. Walter Thompson. 
KSO, 

Standard Oil of Ind., 26 one-min- 
ute transcriptions. McCann-Erick- 
son. KSO. 

New Utica (Form Fit Dept.), six 
15-minute programs, ‘Life of Irene 
Castle.” KSO. 

Gen. Gospel Chapel, 13 10-minute 
programs. Direct. KSO. 

Herman M. Brown Co. (Frigid- 
aire), three announcements per day, 
three weeks. KSO. 

Lane Bryant (Utica Dept.), 52 
chain break announcements. KSO. 

City Club Brew. Co., renewal, one 
hour per week, eight weeks. KSO. 

United Drug Co., five 15-minute 
transcriptions. Rexall 1c sale. KSO. 

Morgan Printing Co., 52 15-minute 
programs. Direct. KSO. 

John Morell & Co. (Red Heart Dog 


week, 13 weeks, Ed. Barrett's ‘News 
Flashes of Yesterday.” KSO. 

Soilax (Economics Laboratories), 
three 15-minute programs per week, 





18 weeks, ‘Happy’ Brooks Erwin, 
Wasey Co. KSO. 
BOSTON 


C. Crawford Hollidge, 215 10-min- 


ute programs starting May 14. 
WEEIL. 

Graham Funeral Service, 52 15- 
minute programs, starting May 14. 


Through The Wessel Company, Chi- 
cago. WEETL. 

Gold Redeeming Corp., 39 an- 
nouncements in After Dinner Revue. 
Through David Malkiel Agency, 
Boston. WEEI, 

Hall Baking Company, 20 an- 
nouncements in Shopping Service, 
started May 7. ‘Through Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, New 
York. WEEI. 

Tums, 13 announcements on After 
Dinner Revue, starting May 14. 
Through Gregg, Blair & Spight, Chi- 
cago. WEET. 

Reagan & Kipp, Jewelers, late base- 
ball scores for season, started May 
7. Through Broadcast Advertising, 
Inc., Boston. WEEI. . 
Katro-Lek Laboratories, Inc., 52 
30-minute programs, started May 6. 





Food), two 10-minute programs per 


Through Chambers and Wiswell. 
WAAB, WEAN, WMAS, WICC, 
WDRC, WFEA. 

Dolly Madison Ice Cream Co., 100 
daily weather reports, started April 
30. Through Harry M. Frost Co., 
Boston. WAAB. 

Kelsey-Highland Nurseries, 60 an- 
nouncements on Merry-Go-Round. 
Through Harry M. Frost Co., Bos- 
ton, started May 4. WNAC, 

Normandie Ballroom, Boston, 39 an- 
nouncements on Merry-Go-Round, 
started May 2. WNAC. 

J. Herbert Alexander Nurseries, 
Middleboro, 30 daily weather reports, 
started April 27. Through Bittinger 
Publicity Service, Plymouth. WNAC. 

Great Atlantic and Pacijic Tea 
Co., two 15-minute programs, started 
May 4, through Radio Broadcasting 
Co., Boston. WNAC and WICC, 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. 

M. lL. Clein & Co., 37 one-minute 
announcements, daily except Sun- 
day. Placed direct from Atlanta, Ga. 
WBT. 

Crazy Water Crystal Co., Char- 
lotte branch, contract for 18 two and 
one-half hour programs Saturday 
night barn dance from 9:30-12 mid- 
night, beginning May 5, 1934. Placed 


locally. WBT. 
Pontiac Motors, Detroit, series of 
26 one-minute transcription § an- 


nouncements daily except Sunday, 
beginning April 27, 1934. Placed 
through Radio Sales, Chicago. WBT. 
Scott Buick Co., Charlotte, N. C., 
series of 312 75-word announce- 
ments, two each day, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, beginning 
April 30, 1934. Placed locally. WBT. 
Glass Mfg. Co., Sand Springs, 
Oklahoma, series of 26 live an- 
nouncements on Wednesdays and 
Fridays, beginning May 16, 1934. 
Placed through Radio Sales, Chicago. 
WBT. 





PORTLAND, ORE. 

WwW. P. Fuller and Company, an- 
nouncement’ service, six weeks. 
Through station. KGW. 

Triangle Milling Company, renew- 
al announcement service, steady. 
Through Gerber & Crossley Agency. 
KGW. 

Gilmore Oi Company, 10 an- 
nouncements. Through Botsford, 
Constantine and Gardner. KGW. 
First National Bank, one-time half 
hour remote broadcast initiating 
‘home renovizing’ campaign. Through 
Mary Pentiand Agency. KGW. 
Hayden Island Amusement Com- 
pany, day and night announcement 
service, one month. Through Nor- 
vell Agency. KGW, KEX. 
Wenworth ¢& Irwin, Inc., one 
month announcement ser v ice. 
Through station. KGW. 
announcement service, Through 
station. KGW-KEX. 

W. P. Fuller & Company, six week 
announcement service. Through 
station. 

State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Company, announcement 
service for duration of baseball sea- 
son. Through station. KEX. 





NEWARK, N. J. 

Bristol-Myers Co. (Ingram’s Milk- 
week), renewal, 13 weeks, starting 
May 2, Wednesdays, 15 minutes in 
the afternoon, recording, “Through 
the Looking Glass with Frances In- 
gram.’ WOR. 

P. Duff @ Sons, 48 additional 
weeks, ending April 19, 1935, record- 
ings, three noons a week, Mrs. J. S. 
Reilley’s ‘Minute Manners.’ WOR. 

Studebaker Sales Corp., 9 weeks, 
ending July 2, three 15-minute pe- 
riods a week, recorded in part, ‘The 
Champions.” WOR. 

Alfred W. McCann Laboratories, 
Inc., renewal, 40 weeks, beginning 
Sept. 10, Monday to Thursday, 10- 
11 am., ‘Pure Food Hour.’ WOR. 

Cushman'’s Sons, Inc., (bakeries), 
renewal continuing until further 
notice, Mondays to Fridays, 6:45-7 
p.m., ‘Ray Perkins-Fun Baker.’ 
WOR. 

Buick Motor Co., May 7 to May 11, 
five minute. recordings, ‘Tuneful 
Trips. WOR. 

United States School of Music 
(correspondence course), 26 weeks, 
beginning Sept. 8, five minute re- 
cordings, Saturdays. WOR. 

Charles Bloom, Inc., (houSehold 
furnishings), 13 weeks, beginning 
August 28, Tuesday and Thursdays, 
15 minutes at night. WOR. 

New York Good Humor, Inc. (ice 
cream), 13 weeks, starting May 12, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, i0 
minutes, Phil Cook. WOR. 





SEATTLE 


Hamrick’s Blue Mouse theatre, 


series of six announcements, Apr. 
30 to May 4,. KOMO. 

Nuismatic Co., 15-minute disc, 
Apr. 27. KOMO. 

Dr. West’s Toothpaste, three 15- 


minute dises, ‘Adventures of Frank 
Merriwell,’ weekly, Apr. 30 to July 
25. KOMO. 

Gilmore Oil Co., 12 announcements 
split between KOMO and KJR; Apr. 
23-28. 
announcements on KJR; starting 
Apr. 30. 

George A. Miller, half hour daily 
except Sunday, morning philosophy 
program, ‘Your Personal Advisor,’ 
for six months starting May 1, over 
KOMO and fed to KMO, Tacoma. 

Bristol Myers, 15 minutes each 
Wednesday eve for 13 weeks over 
KOL;: starts May 32. 





Celiror Cookics, daily announce- 


Eastern Outfitting Co., series of 13) 


Radio Chatter 


—_———____. 





New York 


singer’ 





‘Mystery that Kraft- 


Phenix aired last Thursday (3) is 
Norman Cordon, former basso in the 


Merrimen quartet. 


Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann round 
of the clock has been tagged the 
‘Variety Playhouse.’ 

Rankin agency has contracted Ben 
Rocke to produce all the Tastyeast 
programs. 

Leopold Spitalny will hear, 
week, either way on his audition for 
Ward Baking. Frame included a 
25-piece orchestra, two dramatic 
sketches authored by David Freed- 
man and Georgie Price. 

Al Williamson, NBC's press chief 
in Chicago, did several days of con- 
ferring in the home office last week. 

NBC program board gave itself a 
hearing of ‘Four Saints in Three 
Acts.’ 

Actors’ Dinner Club has a ‘Radio 
Rodeo’ set for May 23 at the Tist 
Regiment Armory with George M. 
Cohan, Helen Hayes, Walter Huston 
and Edward Johnson among those 
pledged to appear. 

Harrison Grey Fiske auditioned a 
dramatic affair for NBC last week. 

Eddie Miller is doing the current 
week at the Radio City Music Hall. 

Bill Fineschreiber leaving CBS 
press to take over the booking of 
Carnegie Hall dates. 

Nelson Hesse, the team’s manager, 
stooged for Stoopnagle and Budd on 
last Tuesday's (1) Camel broadcast. 

John J. Karol, CBS market re- 
search expert, leaves May 15 for a 
month’s vacation on the Coast, 

William H. Haskell, Knicker- 
bocker Press and Evening News 
radio columnist, provided the en- 
tertainment—not himself, although 
he spoke—at a luncheon of the new 
Albany Variety Club. 

Harold Smith, gen. mer. of 
WOKO, Albany, already is skim- 
ming through the summery air in 
his plane, 

Edith Murray at the Petit Palais 
for an unlimited stay. 


this 


company commercial, in addition to 
his sustaining broadcasts over 
WGY and over the NBC and to per. 
sonal appeasances, Also working 
ota advertising of the commer- 
cial. 

Charlies N° ‘ton has been added 
to cast of WGY Matinee Playerg 
for the mystery sketches authored 
by Frank Oliver. 

Frances Halliday auditioning for 
CBS drama commercials. 

Kraft Phenix took up its siz 
months’ option on Paul Whiteman, 
Extension becomes effective with 
the July 5 broadcast. Whiteman ree 
turns to the Biltmore roof May 31. 

John Royal found that he had soe 
arranged his itinerary that the date 
for his paying a goodwill visit to 
NBC's affiliate in Louisville, WAVE, 
coincided with the runoff of the 
Kentucky Derby. 

Don Bigelow has three periods a 
week out of the Hotel Whitehall 
with NBC the release. 

Dixie Cup show with Frank No-« 
vak, slated to start yesterday (Mon- 
day), put off until May 14 because 
of time clearing troubles. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey doing 
guest appearances on Palmer 
House’s next two Tuesday shows 
over NBC. 


New aslaad 


WCAX, Burlington, Vt., has in- 
stalled a set of velocity micro- 
phones. 

Standard Oil Co. of New York is 
sponsoring a 15-minute sports 
broadcast daily over WDEV, Water- 
bury, Vt. Jack Deal is announcer 
for the program. 

Vergennes theatre, Vergennes, Vt, 
is now advertising programs over 
WCAX, Burlington. 

Jimmie, Joe and Eddie, WGY 
team, are making personal appear- 
ances in Vermont theatre’. 

Legal department of the New 
England Tel. and Tel. working on 
the recent case of the cutting of the 











Bradley Kincaid is now singing] wire lines between Morey Pearl's 
on a Monday morning furniture (Continued on page 42) 

ment on ‘Carnival Hour’ for 13] 28th inclusive. (Charles Blum 
weeks. KOL. Agency), WFI. 


Empire Motor Co., daily announce- 
ment on ‘Carnival Hour’ and addi- 


tional announcement each eve for 


one month. KOL, 
Gilmore Oil Co., two dise an- 
nouncements daily for one week. 


Mauro Tire Company, one month's! Kor, 


I. ‘Magnin (dept. store), one an- 
nouncement each Tuesday’ for 13 
weeks. KOL, 





PITTSBURGH 

Donahoe’s Inc., sponsorship 
play-by-play broadcasts of all Pi- 
rate games played away from home. 
Placed direct. WWSW. 

Independent Wallpaper Co., 12 an- 
nouncements. Placed by Whitman 
and Shoop. WWSW. 

Spear and Co., six announcements, 
Placed by Walker and Downing. 
Wwwsw. 


Oscar Winnenberg, legislative 
candidate, 12 announcements. Placed 
direct. WWSW 


Kramer Clothers, baseball broad- 
casts of Pirate games abroad. Placed 
direct. KQV. 

Rosenbaum’s, 24 announcements. 
Placed direct. WWSW. 

Spear and Co., six announcements, 
Placed by Walker and Downing. 
Wwsw. 

Palace Credit Clothing Co., six an- 
nouncements. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Sachs Ladies Store, one announce- 
ment dally for two weeks. Placed 
direct. WWSW. 

Michael E. Swersey, 
nouncements (political), 
rect. WWSW. 

S. K. Cunningham, one announce- 
ment daily for two weeks (political). 
Piaced direct. WWSW. 


two an- 
Placed di- 





ST. LOUIS 

United Drug Company for Recall, 
‘Magic Hour’ radio discs, 15 minutes 
daily for five days. KMOX. 

Hydrox Ice Cream, St, Louis, 30- 
minute musical show Sunday after- 
noons for 26 weeks. Direct. KMOX. 

Iowa Soap Company, 15-minute 
radio discs, twice weekly for 11 
weeks. Poots agency, Kansas City). 
KMOX., 

Skelly Oil Company, Kansas City, 
five-minute radio discs, five weekly 
for five weeks. (Russell C. Comer, 
Kansas City). KMOX, 





PHILADELPHIA 

Philadelphia Inquirer, five spot an- 
nouncements per week. (J. Faulk- 
ner Arndt). WCAU., 

B. G. Eynon Committee, 15-minute 
talks, 10:45-11 p.m. Placed direct. 
WCAU. 

Buick Motors, 30 announcements, 
six daily, for one week, (Campbell- 
Ewald Agency). WCAU. 


Rose Laird, five minute discs, 
three times weekly. Placed direct. 
WFI, 


Florist’s Association, Mother's Day 
programs, with Wanderers Quartet, 
Olive Marshall, and orchestra, 6:45- 
7, for one week. Placed direct. 


WFYI. 





Fritz and LaRue, spot .announce- 


ments twice weekly, from May 2 to, 


of 


Philadelphia Inquirer, five spot an-« 
nouncements weekly. (John Faulk- 
ner Arndt). WEI. 

Reo Motors, spot announcements, 
indefinite contract. (Maxon Agency, 
Detroit). WFEI. 

SEATTLE 

Liberty Orchards Co., 10 an- 
nouncements, between May 1 and 12. 
KOMO, 

Commercial Tire Co., 13 announce- 
— between April 29 and May 11, 
ike ° 

Dodge, one-minute discs daily ex- 
cept Sunday; started April 30, to 
run indefinitely, KOMO. 

Bristol Myers, series of 13 15-min- 
ute discs, to run each Wednesday; 
started May 2. KOL, 


LOS ANGELES 

George Belsey Corp., five minute 
discs, Saturday and Monday. (Dan 
B. Miner). KHJ. 

E. Broox-Randall & Sons, Sunday, 
3:30-3:45, instrumental and vocal 
(Lockwood-Shackelford). KHJ. 

Globe Outfitting Co., Monday, 
Wednesday, Fridays, 3:30-3:45 p.m., 
‘Everybody's Friend,’ philosophical 
talk and music. (Duke Johannot). 





KH J. 
Rocket Gasoline Co., Monday and 
Friday, 7:30-7:45 p.m., Rockateers 


(Military Band), 12 stations on Co 


lumbia-Don Lee coast network, 
emanating KHJ. (Beaumont & 
Hohman). 

Borden Co., Wednesday 9:45-10 


a.m., cooking school, 12 stations. Co- 
lumbia-Don Lee coast network, 
emanating KHJ. 

Los Angeles Realty Board, Tues- 
day and Thursday, 8:45-9 p.m., Ma- 
son Casey political talks and Salva- 
tore Santaella orchestra, KMTR. 

Knox Co., Sunday 4-4:15 p. m, 
Doe Savage's Adventures, eight sta- 
tions, Don Lee California network. 
(Renewal), (Dillon & Kirk). 


LINCOLN 
Coryell Oil, one one-hour program 
celebrating the 40th anniversary. 


KFAB, 

Dr, Fowler's Foot Clinic, daily par- 
ticipation in Times and Tunes 
KFAB, and announcements daily 
over KFOR. 

Numismatic, Two ETs. KFAB. 
Associated Serum Producers, 100 
daily announcements over KFAB. 

Kellogg Sales, three announce-« 
ments daily, May 1-16. KFAB. 

Lewis Lye, 52 daily announce= 
ments to run two months. KFAB. 

Grand Grocery, daily annouace= 
ments. KEOR. 

Hicks Radio, daily announcement& 
KFOR 

Woods Bros., five daily announce< 
ments. KFOR. 

Hardy's, daily announcements fot 
three months. KFOR. 

Duteau Chev., announcements for 
one week. KFOR. 

Bob’s Coffee Shop, continuation of 
the weekly ten minute sport talk om 
Sundays by Harry Johnson, KFOR 





C. W. Fleming Jewelry, 40 day 
and 15 night spot announcements. 
KFOR. 
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” Picture of Station fa the Red 





CBS Tells Atlantic City Commission Where 


the Money Goes on WPG 





Atlantic City, May 7. 

Columbia Broadcasting Company 
eperated the city’s radio station, 
WPG, for the seven months ending 
April 28, at a deficit of $16,882.29, 
the officials of CBS reported to the 
City Commission Thursday (3). 
This brings the total losses reported 
for the almost four years of oper- 
ation of the station by CBS to 
$121,909 against a report of only 
one profit, $7,665, for a six months’ 
period in 1933. 

Under the terms of the lease all 
losses are cumulative in figuring the 
share paid to the city. City is to 
pe paid 50% of profits, if any, when- 
ever the profits amount to more 
than the accumulated deficit. 

Station’s report of income and ex- 
pense for the period October 1, 1933, 
to April 28, 1934, follows: 

Income: Broadcasting, $17,178.55; 
eash discount received, $19.76. 

Income for acting as CBS repre- 


- sentative in this territory and for 


originating commercial and sus- 
taining programs, $9,000. Miscel- 
laneous income, $38.69. Total, 
$26,237. 


Director expense (cost of hook- 
cost of talent to advertiser; 


ups; 
remote expenses; commercial wire 
charges; time discount; advertis- 
ing agency commission; program 
expense): $2,407.73. 

Indirect expense: Transmitter ex- 
pense; salaries, power, supplies, 


repairs, tubes, etc., $9,298.42. 
Control: Electrical research prod- 
ucts, salaries, repairs, etc., $5,102.60. 
General expense: Salaries, execu- 
tive traveling and miscellaneous, 
insurance, stationery, ete. $14,- 
654.17. 
Sales: Sales expense and commis- 
sion, $1,565.52. 
Program: Salaries, 
cense, $6,390. 
Production: Salaries and produc- 
tion expense, $1,689.14. 


copyright Hh- 


Remote: Salaries, supplies, bat- 
teries, etc., for remote controls, 
$1,182.55. 

Maintenance: Studio expense, 


ventilation, $329.18. 


Total, $42,619.39. Loss, $16,382.39. 





Cash, Not Thanks 
Winnipeg, May 7. 

Labelling the Canadian Radio 
Commission as a ‘bunch of chisel- 
lers,’ Winnipeg Musicians’ Associa- 
tion, Local 190, refused to consider 
CRC request to pick up gratis the 
inaugural concert of the annual 
Music Festival. 

Commish, beset by financial diffi- 
culties, had hoped to grab the con- 
cert, featuring Winnipeg Symphony 
orchestra and Winnipeg Male Voice 
choir. President of Winnipeg Sym- 
phony Association communicated 
with local 190, v hich said it was 
okay for the CRC to broadcast the 
concert so long as the musicians re- 
eeived recompense from the radio 
body. 

CRC wouldn't pay anything for 
the privilege of broadcasting. 





Tinsley Gets WBAL Job 


Baltimore, May 7. 
Garland Tinsley stepe in today 
(7) as new commercial manager of 
WBAL. Post has been vacant for 
fortnight, since Purnell Gould fiitted 
to assume similar job at WFBR. 
Tinsley, a local lad, has held same 
position at WDEL and WILM in 
Delaware. 





ROBERT STUART ON KFRC 
San Francisco, May 7. 

Robert Stuart, vet legit and pic- 
ture player, has been added to the 
staff of Don Lee’s KFRC, taking 
the lead in a new serial ‘Green 
Mansions’ and also going into cast 
ef Bank of America’s ‘Leaders of 
Tomorrow.’ 

Stuart just finished several pic- 
tures in Hollywood, and previous- 
ly was in London. 





Read Wight Joins World 
Chicago, May 7. 

Read Wight joins the World 
Broadcasting company here as 
salesman, moving over from the 
Kastor agency, where he was radio 
contact man. 

H. E. Walker steps into the radio 
job at Kastor. 





Senate Okays Madrid Pact 


Washington, May 7. 

International radio convention ne- 
gotiated at Madrid conference in 
1932 was approved last week by the 
Senate without record vote or 
amendment. 

Only objections to compact came 
from amateurs, who charged they 
were discriminated against but 
eventually were satisfied that 
agreement offers them more pro- 
tection than ever before. Principal 
importance of treaty relates to in- 
ternational radio-telegraph com- 
munications providing standara 
practices and signals to eliminate 
confusion. 





LOCAL CARD RATES 
ABOLISHED BY WBT 


Charlotte, N. C., May 7. 


Seeking to stabilize radio rates 
WRBT has announced that, effective 
May 15, it will eliminate entirely 
its local rate card. 

This means that all local con- 
cerns, heretofore on local rates, 
will have to pay practically double 
the present local rate at the expira- 
tion of existing contracts. 

National rate card, to be effective 
for all time in the future, is based 
on class A time at $200 a hour for 
one-time programs. The local card, 
being dispensed with, was based on 
a rate of $106 an hour for the same 
class time. 





N. W. Ayer Placing New 
Armand Discs on: WGN 


Chicago, May 7. 

New discs for the Armand Cos- 
metic Company arrive in town on 
May 21, when they start over WGN, 
the Chicago Tribune station. These 
discs are being placed through the 
N. W. Ayer agency instead of 
Reincke-Ellis-Younggren & Finn, 
which formerly had the job. 

Running 15-minute programs 
once weekly for 13 weeks. Shows 
feature Jane Froman and Don Ross. 





WQDM’s New Partner 


St. Albans, Vt., May 7. 


A change in ownership has been 
made at radio station WQDM. The 
partnership of Arthur J. St. An- 
toine and E. J. Regan has been 
dissolved and a new partnership of 
E. J. Regan and F. Arthur Bost- 
wick formed. 

New firm will continue the oper- 
ation of the station in its same lo- 
cation. Improvements in equipment 
and programs aré planned. 





TEXACO TIES MONTANA 
Hollywood, May 7. 

Texaco has contracted for a - 
min. daily news broadcast on all 
stations in Montana, with deal run- 
ning for six months, 

Stations are KGHL, Billings; 
KGIR, Butte; KFBB, Great Falls; 
KGEZ, Kalispell; KGBO, Mussoula, 
and KGCX, Wolf Point. 

Stations are serviced by the KNX 
independent nows service, which is 
giving battle to the stations and 
newspapers in the official news 
broadcasting pact. 

Alka Seltzer which commercials 
the KNX news periods and the indie 
service at KSTP, St. Paul, added 
KFPY, Spokane, this week. Latter 
station’s bulletins clear from KNX. 





GOLFER SMITH FOR PALMER H. 
Chicago, May 7. 
Horton Smith, the golfer, head- 
lines the next Palmer House show 
on May 15. 
Show is now on NBC through the 
local Lord & Thomas agency. 





Odorono Gets Harris 

Phil Harris has been handed an- 
other i3-week contract by the 
Northam Warren Corp. covering its 
Friday night half-hour on NBC. 
Extension becomes effective June 7. 

Plug on the program switches 
from Cutex to Odorono July 1. 





g Theme Song 


Washington, May 7. 

Rudy Schramm, local maes- 
tro, was requested by adver- 
tising agency to have a num- 
ber prepared which would be 
suitable to introduce radio 
dramatization of baseball yarn 
of 20 years ago. 

Baton - waver pondered a 
while and showed up with 
‘After the Ball Was Over.’ 


TIRED OF IT? 
BANG — ITS 
BROKEN! 


——_—_—__ -_— 














Charlotte, N. C., May 7. 

When complainis multiply against 
any phonograph record as having 
been over-played Lee Everett, 
WBT program director, makes a 
ritual during the early morning 
‘Musical Clock’ broadcast of break- 
ing the particular disc. 

Listeners seem to relish the 
vandalism perpetrated against discs 
which have been rendered tin-pany 
through repetition. 


JAN SAVITT, AGE 23, 
HEADS WCAU MUSIC 


Philadelphia, May 7. 

Complete reorganization of WCAU 
musical department took place to- 
day (Monday) with Jan Savitt, of 
the Philadelphia orchestra, coming 
in as the outlet’s new baton-wielder. 

Savitt, with the Philly concert or- 
chestra since he was 16, takes the 
reins at WCAU at the age of 23. 
With him comes Harold Anderson 
as staff arranger and librarian. | 

Action by the etation replaces 
Paul Mason’s house unit, which had 
resigned the week before, and cul- 
minates the difficulties which arose 
when the local musicians’ union 
clamped down upon Philadelphia 
ether outlets for paying below scale. 

It is expected that a wholesale 
cleaning of talent is due this week, 
since WCAU is planning a musical 
campaign to reach the top in com- 
petition with chain outlets over the 
country, and in anticipation of 
KYW’s removal to Philly. Perking 
up of the entertainment facilities 
with this CBS key station should 
throw many chain shows its way, 
and be instrumental in having a 
number of network sustainings of 
the more important nature emanate 
from the station. 

Savitt, as the new orchestra head, 
automatically takes over all com- 
mercials vacated by Mason’s resig- 
nation. 











Irene Sorenson Out 


San Francisco, May 7. 

Irene Sorenson, who came into 
KTAB two months ago as program 
director after a walkout of the pre- 
vious director and staff, is out of 
the station. 

W. I. Dumm, owner and KTAB 
manager, has replaced Mira. Soren- 
son with Grant Maxwell, brother of 
Ted Maxwell, NBC producer, writer 
and actor and one-time program 
chief. . 





McDermott to Chi NBC 
Chicago, May 7. 
George B. McDermott has moved 
over to the NBC peddling depart- 
ment on national and local sales. 
McDermott comes in from the lo- 
cal office of World Broadcasting. 





Spencer Revives Deacon 
San Francisco, May 7. 

NBC has taken on Kenneth Spen- 
cer, Negro tenor previously with the 
Southern Harmony Four on the 
chain, and is giving him several 
solo spots weekly. 

He'll revive the Truthful Deacon 
Brown series. 





Clark Orch. for Fair 
Chicago, May 7. 

Palmer Clark orchestra set for the 
Swift packing firm opener show at 
the Fair. Is set for the first five 
weeks, after which Chicago Sym- 
phony Orchestra replaces as the big 
show. 


Those Kapp freres, Paul and 





Dave, handling the Clark job. 





Need Better Sales CCl 





Showmanship in Preparation of Advertising 


Blurbs Air’s Great Demand 





KFYR Full Time 


Bismarck, N. D., May 7. 

KFYR, Bismarck, N. D., goes full 
time this Sunday (13). Federal 
Radio Commission last week okayed 
the station’s petition for the use of 
the wavelength of 550 kilocyles all 
to itself in that area. 

Previously KF YR ceded the chan- 
nel to KF DY, Brooking, N. D., from 
12:30 to 2 p.m. each day. With 
KFYR in the full time category 
KFDY shifts to the wavelength of 
780 kilocycles. Bismarck outlet will 
continue to operate at 2,500 watts 
in the daytime and 1,000 watts at 
night. New dispensation will have 
it on the air continuously from 7 
a.m. to midnight. 


‘Moon Dial’ Wax Program 
At 10:30 P.M. on WJSV 
Solidly Commercial 


Washington, May 7. 

WJSV, local Columbia outlet, will 
make first local attempt at staging 
full hour of spot announcements 
with phonograph record fill-ins at 
night beginning May 14. Programs 
are mainstays of all stations in 
morning and afternoon, but all have 
steered away from clogging up 
after-dark hours with stuff. 

Move was actuated by waiting list 
which has grown up for ‘Sun Dial,’ 
breakfast hour run by Arthur God- 
frey. Circular letter sent to all ad- 
vertisers argues that in summer 
nearly 20,000 auto radios are in op- 
eration in parks and highways and 
spot stuff at night is way to reach 
‘em. 

Program will be labeled ‘Moon 





Dial.” Scheduled for 10:30 to 11:39 
p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 





Ed Harvey to WISN 


Pittsburgh, May 7. 

Ed Harvey, program director at 
WCAE, Hearst station, for last two 
years and oiiginator of station’s 
weekly dr. natic serial, ‘Our Fam- 
ily, has been transferred’ to 
WISN, Hears* station in Milwau- 
kee, where he takes over a similar 
position. With him will go Mrs. 
Harvey, known on the air as Son- 
dra Kostner and a mem’ of 
WCAE’s dramatic staff. No succes- 
sor has yet been named. 

Harvey first came to Pittsburgh 
four years ago from NBC head- 
quarters in Chicago and served as 
program director at KDKA until 
he transferred to WCAE in 1922. 
He’s second program director to 
leave Pittsburgh within last fort- 
night, Claude Morris having re- 
signed recently at KDKA to g0 
east for dramatic work. 





WILSON BOQUETS CROSLEY 

Cincinnati, May 7. 
L. B. Wilson, prez of WCKY, 5,000 
watter and second strongest Cincy 
station, complimented jump of 
WLW to world’s most powerful 
sound tosser by broadcasting the 
NBC portion of the dedicatory pro- 
gram for the 600,000-watt blaster. 
Wilson also extended congrats to 
Powel Crosley, Jr., for founding and 
developing WLW through = the 
columns of a lecal radio program 

sheet, as did WFBE and WKRC. 


EASY ACES FILM SET 

Current evening run of the Easy 
Aces on CBS for Jad Salts is only 
for 10 weeks, taking the act off the 
air July 7. 

Aces have a picture to work in 
for Paramount on the Coast, and it 
is the turn’s intention to stay out 
of radio until October, whether the 
new contract is with the present 
commercial or another. 








Artists Bureau of WKRC, Cincin- 
nati thread in the CBS web, will 
toss a moonlight boatride on the 
Island Queen, pride of the Ohio 
River, May 10. Smilin’ Ed McCon- 
nell, Harvey Brownfield, Irene 
Righter, Ray Sullivan and _ the 
Yodeling Twins will take part in 


the show. j 


Radio's next step in the field of 
research, avers George Gallop, will 
be to find ways and means of im- 
research, avers George Gallup, will 
who directs the Young and Rubi- 
cam agency's research department, 
believes that a of the 
merchandise retailing on the air 
has been ineffective for the very 
reason that advertising has done 
little in studying and putting to 
use the new set of psychological 
factors presented by broadcasting. 

Sponsor, says Gallup, has pretty 
well mastered what had been his 
first problem in the medium and 
that was the fashioning of enter- 


major part 


tainment that would assur. their 
tuning in week after week. Job 
now confronting the fellow that 


pays the program bill is to deter- 
mine how he can get his advertis- 
ing message to the listener in a 
way that both overcomes mood re- 
sistance and sets up a mental as- 
sociation favorable to the particular 
product. 

For years advertising in radio 
had contented itself with producing 
the required sales effect by the de- 
vice of windy plugs an@® repetition 
of selling points. To get away from 
the dullness and resentment that 
this method produced commercials 
the past year or so have resorted 
to feeding it to them in dramatized 
or dialog.d capsules. But all these 
efforts or experiments haven't even 
begun to attack the problem be- 
cause the writers responsible still 


have given minor thoought to the 
distinct psychological problems in- 
volving the auditory sense. 


EQUITY’S MRS. HOLT ON 
RADIO CODE COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Emily Holt, of Equity’s 
legal staff, has been appointed to 
the Radio Code Committee. She 
will represent the artists in all mat- 
ters pertaining to them, not being 
required to attend Code sessions 
otherwise. 

Committee convenes in Washing- 
ton, where Mrs. Holt atetnded for 
two days last week. Routine and 
preliminary matters were discussed, 
no important topics coming up for 
disposal. 


WGN-NBC Remotes for 
Swift Co. Expo Bands 


Chicago, May 7. 

Radio wire on the Swift show at 
the World’s Fair will be handled by 
NBC and WGN, the Chicago Trib- 
une station. CBS made a bid but 
was ou'‘bid by NBC, which re- 
putedly offered Swift everything 
plus the moon wrapped up im a 
fancy box. 

Swift show will go sustaining, of 
course, and will offer the Palmer 
Clark orchestra for the first five 
weeks with the Chicago Symphony 
orchestra starting on July 1. 

















Philly Dailies Soften 


Philadelphia, May 7. 

That the Philly newspapers and 
local radio may soon go dovey- 
dovey received another booert this 
week when the Philadelphia In- 
quirer, morning daily of the Curtis- 
Martin house and recently com- 
bined with the Morning Ledger, 
bought daily spot announcements on 
WCAU and WFI. 

First move in this connection was 
the institution of short-wave 
pages, some weekly and others 
daily, in the local press a month 
ago. Idea has been getting plenty 
of attention through circulation and 
reader response, and sheets are said 
to be contemplating regular broad- 
cast columns. This is complete re- 
versal of newspaper attitude, which 
has had the press dead against the 
air since six years ago. 





Harold LaFount of the FRC, 
while in Cincy for the start of the 
500,000-watt WLW, crossed the 
Ohio River to visit L. B. Wilson and 
inspect the WCKY studio. 
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(Continued from page 40) 
Tent and the WEEI studios dug up 
a law which means two years in 
prison, a $500 fine, either or both, 
and can be doubled if the deed was 


committed after sundown. 

WRNX, Springfield, Vt., has per- 
mission to step-up its power from 
250 to 500 watts. 

Ida Hopkins has been signed by 
WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., for a series 
of old-time hymns. 

Tristram Coffin, radio actor, has 
joined the announcing staff at 
Yankee network. 

Mrs. D. W. Norris, 
Norris, commercial 
WBZ, won a prize at a 
dressmaking style show. 

John Shepard, 3rd, of Yankee web 
in Washington attending meeting of 
code authority. 

Riverview Ballroom returned to 
the air for the season Saturday 
night over the Yankee web. Hughie 
Connor and his band is the main 
attraction again this year. Friday 
nights has been reserved for ‘name’ 
bands. Freddie Martin played 
opening night. Ozzie Nelson is 
booked in for the 18th. 

Lowell Thomas doubled Friday at 
Connecticut sales organization din- 
ner of his sponsor, Sun Oil Com- 
pany, at Seven Gables Inn, Milford, 
Conn., and at opening of Bridge- 
port prosperity exposition. 

‘Three Batchlors,’ Alma 
tinger’s scripter, new at 
Bridgeport. 

Mitchell Dairy Co. (Borden sub- 
sidiary) commercial, ‘Memory 
Songs,’ starring Joe Lopez, put on 
this week from WICC crystal booth 
at Bridgep@rt prosperity expo. 

Caryll Kelly, New Haven blues 
singer, plotting half-hour WICC 
show with Carl Loman’s orchestra. 

Anne Eagleston, late WICC vocal 
addition, guesting with Westport 
Players, repertory drama troupe. 

Jane Dillon, ex-WICC impersona- 
tor, due to return to old stand at 
WTIC, Hartford, with that watter 
going full-time. 7 


wife of Doc 
manager of 
recent 


Det- 
wicc, 








re 
Pacific Northwest 
Newest member of KGW-KEX 


staff is Van Alstylne Fleming, only 
don’t use the entire moniker in i_is 
presence. Van Fleming is the name 
he goes by. Van comes to Portland 
from Los Angeles, where he wrote 
and produced commercial radio ac- 
counts and worked in the scenario 
department of the Fox Film stu- 
dios. He is best known, however, 
for the ‘Van and Don’ program he 
and Don McNeill wrote and pro- 
duced over the NBC network from 
San Franciseo, Chicago and New 
York for Quaker Oats. His job at 
KGW-KEX will be in the writing 
and production department. 

Station KWJJ will operate on a 
frequency~of 1040 kilocycles, a wave 
length of 288.3 meters. The change 
from 160 kilocycles was directed by 
the Federal radio commission in an 
order last week, which explained 
the reassignment was to permit sta- 
tions WTIC and WBAL in the east 
full time operation. 

As a result of general program 
changes occasioned by the adoption 
of daylight savings time in the east, 
‘Piano Surprises’ go on a new time 
schedule over KGW. 

There will be four 15-minute 
broadcasts weekly, on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
at 5:15 o’clock. The programs will 
be conducted by Warren Erwin, 
Portland’s ‘Music Crusader.’ 

KOIN will feed Portland Sym- 
phony Orchestra under Joseph 
Sampietro to entire Columbia sys- 
tem on Sunday, May 6, at 11 a.m., 
P.S.T. 

Lefty Carson, singing cowboy 
from the Eastern Oregon range- 
lands, has been selected to give a 
musical dress to the Beneficial Loan 
Society daily programs over KOIN, 
Portland. 

KEX, Portland, broadcasting 
Portland games in the Pacifie Coast 
baseball league, both at home and 
afield. When out of town, games 
are recreated by Western Union wire 
reports. When played in Portland 
last three innings are. broadcast 
from the field—the first time per- 
mission has ever been granted for 
broadcasting home games. 

‘As Old Scotch Sees It,’ a daily 
five-minute column on KOIN, is 
causing talk in the northwest. 

Vie Meyers’ Club Victor orchestra 


_q@bhitting the Coast two nights a 


week via NBC. KOMO and KJR, 
Seattle, alternating on the releas- 
ing. Hal Wolf announcing. 





lowa 





Gwen McCleary added to person- 
nel at KSO; is first femme an- 
mouncer there. Also will work 
femme angle in sales department. 

KSO has divided its Sat. morning, 
kid show at the Des Moines the- 
atre between Martha Washington 
candies, Colonial Baking Co. and 
B. & G. Malted Cocoa. 


Earl May’s farm talks over his 


Shenandoah, Iowa, 
being broadcast via WOC-WHO. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Palmer, head 
of WOC-WHO, sailing from New 
York this week for an extended trip 
through Europe. Expect to be in 
Oberammergau for broadcast of 
Passion Play over NBC. 

Father Charles A. Coughlan ad- 
dressed national convention, Farm- 
ers Holiday association on the sil- 


station KMA at 


ver question from Woc-WHO 
through NBC and Columbia sys- 
tems, May 3. Ernie Sanders and 


‘Dutch’ Reagan divided announcing. 
Father Coughlan also made extem- 
poraneous' 15-minute talk over 
WOC-WHO the same evening. 

Charlie Flagler’s tour of Finkel- 
stein and Rubin lowa houses with 
his KSO show, including Denver 
Darling, 3 J's and Ruth Flagler, 
has now played 2¢ some houses. 

Orville Foster’s ‘Movie Parade,’ 
for Tri-State houses, over KSO 
every morning, doing a good build- 
up for future pictures. 

Lanny Ross's ‘Melody in Spring,’ 
had to be held over at the Para- 
mount for a full week. 





Pennsylvania 





Darrell V. Martin, radioed Pitts- 
burgh ‘Post-Gasette,’ to Cincinnati 
to cover dedication of WLW’s new 
transmitter. 

Billy Leroy and his Town Tattlers, 
WWSW, Pittsburgh, to dance re- 
sort in Ludington, Mich., for sum- 
mer with WKBZ as an ether out- 
let. 

Staff of WCAE, Pittsburgh, tossed 
farewell party for Sylvia Stein, for- 
mer member of station’s So-and-So 
trio, upon her departure for New 
York. 

Those Three Girls, harmony trio, 
ticketed by KDKA, Pittsburgh, for 
regular afternoon spot. 

Rudy Vallee sent an unsolicited 
check to Pittsburgh Kiwanis Club 
for its annual charity ball. 

F lowing all Pirate games played 
at home, Walt Sickles, sports-reeler 
for WWSW, Pittsburgh, hurries 
from Forbes Field to the studio to 
give half-hour resume of encounter. 
Roy Morton’s orchestra, daily fea- 
ture on WWSW, Pittsburgh, goes 
to Van Beuren Point, resort spot, 
for the summer. 

Walt Framer, KQV, Pittsburgh, 
Show Shopper, expected to switch 
program to another station shortly. 
Variety Club, of which he was 
member, tossed farewell party Sat- 
urday night for Ed Harvey, pro- 
gram director at WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
last two years. 

Larry Funk’s band and Mal Hal- 
let’s unlts scheduled for dates next 
week at the Wagner dancery. 
WCAU will do the CBS pick-pp 
for the Franklin Field Intercol- 
legiates this month and the Na- 
tional Golf Open at Merion. 

John Hayes, WIP word slinger, 
out with-laryngitis. 

WFI airing a spot announcement 
which features the title ‘Your 
Stomach and You!’ 

Frank Capano’s new tune got a 
plug through WPEN. 

Leo Deigel, new golf pro at Phil- 
mont, auditioned last week for a 
sporting goods account, via WCAU. 
Georgie Price got a transcription 
offer from a Philly liquor group, 
but the cash figur2> was too small. 

Mannie Sacks, WCAU public re- 
lations head, out of the office these 
days as a member of the Philmont 
competitive golf team. WIP plan- 
ning Spring fairways set-to with 
WCAU, and out to even last year’s 
score, 

Albert M. Greenfield, Philly real 
estate tycoon, rumored angling 
for operating control of KYW, but 
refused by NBC. Greenfield con- 
trols red web's local outlet, WLIT, 
through the Bankers’ Trust Com- 
pany. 

Second of Pittsburgh’s radio ro- 
mances at WCAE will culminate in 
a June wedding when Gene Llew- 
elyn, staff pianist and member of 
station‘s So-and-So trio, becomes 
the bride of Howard Price, WCAE 
tenor. More than a year ago, Char- 
lottle Shallenberger, soprano for the 
Hearst station, became Mrs. Frank 
Mulloy, wife of WCAE'’s p.a. 





Minnesota 





Greig, Blair & Spight, Ine., who 
have been representing KSTP on 
the west coast, are now taking over 
the Chicago area representation for 
the same station, in addition to the 
Pacific Coast stint, according to 
Stanley Hubbard, v.p. and gen. mer. 
of KSTP. 

Three women announcers are 
now doing their stuff over KSTP’s 
air waves. The trio: Wilva Davis, 
formerly with Walker Whiteside 
for four years on Broadway; Ann 
Ginn (who nicknames her son 
‘Rickey’), and Edith Shedloy. This 
trio is an addition to the station’s 
six men announcers. 

P. B. Juster, who talks on styles 
for men over KSTP five minutes 
Wednesday nights and 15 minutes 
Sunday nights, gets dozens of re- 





quests after every broadcast from 
men throughout the. middlewest. 
Interest indicates that biz is pick- 
ing up with men suddenly getting 
style-conscious and laying out the 
mazuma for glad rags. 

Neil Searles, formerly announcer 
on WDGY (Minneapolis) and WISN 
(Milwaukee), is now pronouncing 
his P’s and Q’s over KSTP, St. 
Paul, 





Georgia 





Jimmy Davenport, WSB _  an- 
nouncer, is a papa again. Another 
boy. 


Lambdin Kay, general manager, 
and John Outler, advertising man- 
ager of WSB, Atlanta, are attend- 
ing meeting of Edward Petry or- 
ganization in Chicago. 


Carnation Quartet to sing num- 
ber, ‘In a Little Valley in the 
Georgia Hills, composed by Ernest 
Rogers, publicity director of WSB, 
on Contented Hour May 21. 

Singing Red Heads, from KMOX, 
St. Louis, and other stations, have 
lined up with WSB, Atlanta, 

Three of Hearts, WSB girl har- 
mony singers, have joined Bert 
Lown’s orchestra and are appearing 
with him in Kansas City. 

Paul Crutchfield and His Boys, 
formerly of XER, Mexico, now with 
WSB, Atlanta. 

Dave Brinkmoeller succeeds 
Green Adair as manager of WGST, 


Atlanta, 
Nebraska 


William Ruess of Woodmen of 
the World to Chi on both radio and 
insurance biz. 

New singer at KOIL is Dalton 
Norman from Outstate. 

Ozark Ridge Ramblers replacing 
Lonie and Clyde at KFAB. 

Arbor Day speech of Secretary 
Henry Wallace picked up from Ne- 
braska City and relayed to an NBC 
chain by KOIL. 

Max Baer interviewed by Ralph 
Wagner of the Bee-News sport 
staff via WOW on his exhibition 
here. 

Harriett Cruise sending records 
of her latest numbers to hubby, 
Larry Kemmer, at KFAB. 

John Chapel off duty at WOW 
while vocal chords hampered by a 
spring cold. 

Three Bad Boys, Hope Welburn, 
Evelyn Clough and Midnight Frolic 
performers entertaining the Jr. C. 
of C. with Johnny Gillin as m. c. 
John Henry, KOIL-KFAB boss, 
absent from his desk on political 
biz many hours. 


Maryland 


WBAL, Baltimore, gets full ether 
time rating today (8). 

Maj. Gen. Paul Malone spieled a 
guest-speak stint over WCBM. 

Male members of the Simms Trio, 
harmony pipers over WCAO, Balti- 
more, doubles as usher at Warners’ 
Met. 

Shirley Deulow, child warbler, 
promoted by WFBR from Kiddie 
Club to spot on station’s ‘Missis- 
sippi Minstrels’ program. 

Frederic Tedesco’s ensemble, a 
septet of accordionists, gets new 
sustaining quarter-hour once week- 
ly over WCBM. 

Gerald Cooke, chief engineer, 
WBAL, and the missus, Jane Kirby, 
ether warbler, back from Atlantic 
City vacash. 

John Wilbourn hopped to the Big 
Burg to ogle Radio City. 

Al Wohlman’s ork, current at the 
roadhouse, Summit, given daily spot 


over WCAO. 
e o 
Illinois 


Dick (not Vic) Marvin of J. Wal- 
ter Thompson and Phil Klein of 
CBS continuity have written a 
three-act comedy which is thus far 
untitled and unangeled. 

Sid Strotz voted the actually busi- 
est exec in the Chi radio biz. 

Henry Sellinger on the recoup 
from a touch of-a cold. 

Hal Totten plenty carefree on his 
sustaining baseball broadcasts with 
no sponsor plugs to worry about. 

J. Walter Thompson quarters get- 
ting ready for the big boom by 
spreading and redecorating. 

Richard Cole photo offers over 
WGN drew 2,000 requests on three 
announcements. 

Jim Cook got socked by a taxi 
and now nursing some bruises at 
home. 

Al Williamson finally got away 
for a glim ef Radio City. 

Ed Voynow has degenerated into 
a strawberry soda addict. 

Judy Talbot passed up the road 
tour with Ace Brigode orchestra. 

John Blair readying to move the 
Grieg-Blair & Spight offices to 
larger quarters. 

WJJID has expanded to encom- 
pass practically the entire 22d floor 
of 201 N. Wells street building. 

Biggie Levin off to the coast for 























a six-week rest cure. 





Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





CBS announcers no longer allowed to give themselves credit lines on 
programs in which they have only minor role. Henceforth can take plug 
only when they read commercials or act as master of ceremonies or do 
long description spiel. Business of taking credit after introduction or 
merely identifying a program is out. 





Declines to Give Up Own Name 
According to word from Schenectady, Billy Rose, composer and hus- 
band of Fannie Brice, has asked Billy Rose, tenor and announcer of 
WGY to select another name for professional use. However, the WGY 
Billy Rose has been singing under that name since 1923 and since he 
was christened William Rose will keep on doing so. 





Short Shots 

Pappy, Zeke & Ezra off the air latter part of last week, probably still 
owing to illness of Pappy who probably htd a haircut and caught 
cold....Ben Larson, production man at NBC shifted to the Joseph 
Katz Agency....Josef Pasternack replaces Billy Artzt on the 
Ward's Family Theatre show starting May 13....Jack Smart and Minerva 
Pious are the mountain and molehill of the Fred Allen show....David 
Freedman will write Block and Sully’s material for their WOR broad- 
casts....Davis and Gennert, piano duo go sustaining for CBS twice 
weekly....Ma Perkins, Chicago NBC, to New York for visit at Radio 
City studios....Tom Noonan leaves WMCA May 20 but will return in 
the fall....Leon Belasco returns from his vacation on May 15 and will 
join his band at the St. Moritz....John Babb froze all winter in an open 
car so he could have it for the summer only to have it stolen....Paul 
Whiteman will play Peter deRose’s new melodic symphony ‘The Deep 
Purple’ Thursday eve....Lennen & Mitchell have the auditions and re- 
hearsals of Hollywood talent for the ‘Hall of Fame’ show put on for 
them at 3 a. m.; wire charges are lighter after midnight....Al Gaber, 
head of NBC orchestra department, is in the hospital....John Brewster 
has been on the air two years....During the period he has played for 
various programs but all were sponsored by firms selling a cathart 
....-Following his May 14th show Edwin C. Hill goes to the Maine Woods 
to fish....If line charges are not to high Hill will broadcast from Bos- 
ton May 21 and 28....Herman Schad is with Hill. 





Scrambled Notes 

‘Singin’ Sam married in Richmond, Ind., to Helene (Smiles) Davis.... 
Helene was former wife of Ned Wayburn, divorced twenty years ago.... 
CBS has dropped film stars from ‘California Melodies’ on Sunday eves 
and will use radio talent instead; move necessitated by Borden’s use of 
picture names later the same eve on CBS network....Harry Conn is 
doing a script for Mae West which if okayed by West will be used on 
‘Hall of Fame’ show July 1 at CBS....Mauro Cottone, organist at WMCA, 
is also organist at the Central Synagogue for the past five years.... 
Sid Weiss is new p.a. for the Hotel Roosevelt....Maury Neuman on new 
ccmmercial; now singing from WLW for Camay Soap; comes to WEAF 
on August 6....Helen Menken-Tom Powers and Herbert Rawlinson 
auditioned for Sales Board at NBC; did episode of Napoleon and Jo- 
sephine tiff....George Levy of Rockwell-O’Keefe Agency to Coast last 
Thursday. ...- Reggie Childs orchestra opens the summer gardens at the 
Roosevelt Hotel on May 21....Ben Pollack band currently over three 
set-ups—NBC, WMCA, WNEW—coming from Casino de Paree.... 
Warren Munson graduate announcer at WGY shifted to WDRC in Harte 
ford....Veronica Wiggins, WOR contralto, off the air on advice of psy- 
sician, replaced on ‘Moonbeams’ by Louise Smith....Allan Joslyn back 
from Florida plenty tanned....Brad Barker doing sound effects at NBC 


....Irene Hubbard off Palmolive show....General Foods used her on 
Maxwell Showboat where she plays ‘Maria’; they objected, claiming her 
voice is associated with the Maxwell show....Benton & Bowles handle 


both accounts so to keep harmony she is off Palmolive——Lee Leonard, 
contralto, goes sustaining at NBC. 





‘Stand By 

‘Blind Whistler’ at NBC is Fred Lowry. He will work with Vincent 
Lopez at St. Regis....New offices on the second floor at NBC are used 
by visiting executives of affiliated stations. The inner suite is used by 
sales dept....Jerry Cooper, WOR baritone, will be on with Will Rogers 
when the lariat-whirler returns....Gladys Hurlburt leaves for Europe 
on the Lafayette on the 12th....Burns & Allen go to Europe on June 14, 
Will do personal appearances in England....Mike Porter, Aircaster of 
Eve Journal, put his 35-foot cruiser in water over week-end....Pete 
Canova and Dwight Butcher have been added to WOR; doing a sus- 
taining called ‘Mountain Moments’....Peg La Centra on ‘Romance of 
Meat’ show for four weeks....James Thurber on Tuesday and Little 
Jack Little on Friday move into the Oldsmobile spot when and if it leaves 
CBS....3X Sisters will guest star on Babo show in two weeks....Jules 
F. Seebach, CBS program director to Chicago this weekend....Gladys 
Swarthout off Palmolive show tonight only. Helen Jepson replaces.... 
Floyd Gibbons’ contract with Johns-Manville has clause releasing him 
in case of war....Bar X show signed for nine additional weeks. 





Just Talk 

Ruppert Beer account moved to Kelly, Nason & Roosevelt. Account 
originally started with Lesan Agency....Harry Winston follows the ac- 
count to new agency....Pete Dixon trying to arrange vaudeville book- 
ing for ‘Bobby Benson’ show....Flash in act will be ‘Windy’ (John 
Battle) doing sharpshooter routine with rifles....Phil Harris will play 
Brooklyn, Chicago, Detroit and New York vaudeville early in June. 
While away will be wired back for broadcast for Odorono....Chester- 
field and Ford programs eat most rehearsal time at CBS....Bob Wilder, 
assistant to Lou Reid at WOR, left hurriedly for Daytona Beach, Fla., 
last Sat. Dad seriously ill....The Street Singer (Arthur Tracy) goes 
to the Coast Friday to play Fanchon & Marco for four weeks....Rock- 
well-O’Keefe auditioned Herman Timberg to Pittsburgh sponsor—show 
wired from N. Y.....Gertrude Berg is trying to arrange script so that 
each member of cast of ‘The Goldbergs’ will get a week off this summer 
....Goodrich Tire, which is sponsoring the Max Baer show, is trying to 
figure out a contest with free fight ducats as come-on....Marion Par- 
sonette is in WOR production....Courtenay Savage, CBS production, is 
being swamped with dramatic scripts....Gets twenty a day and desk 
looks like the usual scene in B’way producer’s office; if the deluge per- 
sists expects to need a playreader; attributes the sudden onset to the 
popularity of the Stribling broadcasts....Irene Taylor opens at the Blue 
Ribbon Cafe in Chicago on June 1 for entire summer....Bob Grant and 
Band to Mounds Club in St. Louis on June 1....Ajax Motors auditioned 
NBC program titled ‘Land Where Good Songs Go’, old time pop tunes, 


with The Revelers and Robert Simmons....announcer does MC... .audi- 
tion piped to Detroit....Conoco ballyhooing Jack Denny with placards 
at 18,000 Conoco gas stations....Paul Sabin auditioned for new baker 
product show at CBS....Tastyeast account moved from Stack-Gobel to 
Wm. Rankin Agency....Jack Landy and Maria Bergeron (Miss America 


1933) intend to wed in August....Bill Feinschrieber CBS p.a., left Sat- 
urday for job as promotion manager at Carnegie Hall. Before starting 
new job will vacation at St. Augustine, Fla., for nine days; staff dividing 
his duties....The Three Scamps open at the Palace on May 25.... Edith 
Murray under contract to CBS finally joins the Jones & Hare show com- 
ing from WOR....CBS previously had refused to release her to opposi- 
tion station. Finally okayed her on week to week contract—first show 





May 14. 
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as the Canal Zone and the Alaskan . e 
peninsular. 
New technique in gathering in- S é _—— 
formation will not only furnish sub- 
— dP ° stantially more data for Rideout to 
(Merchandizing an rogram Tieups) work with but will speed up his 
— cae pA agg ogy 8 With the formal getaway of WLW, Cincinnati, as the world’s most 
loop. The impulse will shoot off noir ne | ag iy are finding it powerful radio transmitter duly celebrated, Powel Crosley, Jr., and his 
-_ some fireworks. profitable to take his ‘long range broadcasting execs are huddling on increased commercial] rates and 
OUTSTANDING STUNTS: All this being readied by General | ‘#4@V@nce) forecasting dope sheets 7 ; 
Foods for the regular Saturday and last minute information on cur- | other changes and improvements in keeping with the station's status, 
MARY PICKFORD two-way broadcast. Regular New rent conditions. New rates will become effective July 1, probably around $1,300. 
PRESENTATION. York assistants on the Byrd ex- : While an affiliate of NBC, the 500,000 blaster will undoubtedly be 
CAMPBELL-EWALD AGCY., pedition broadcasts will come into Launching Carstens 2 ; : / 
< re , . P carled upon tc e independe ograms with big league talen rom 
DETROIT Chicago for the event. Also in on Tacoma. aried to pipe independent program th t I talent f 
New York and possibly Chicago, which will necessitate the setting up of 











Selling the Directors 
Detroit. 

Campbell-Ewald Agency in. pre- 
genting the proposed Mary Pickford 
program to Pontiac prepared a dis- 
play similar to those used in the- 
atre lobbies. Series of beaver board 
panels pasted solid with newspaper 
clippings about Mary Pickford 
brought out the inherent publicity 
possibilities of the star. 

Hinged wall-books containing 
photographs and highlighting ad- 
vantages of the program to the 
product were prepared. Whole 
thing worked into a Barnumesque 
presentation with lots of elegant 
photography . and lithography for 
the benefit of the executives and di- 
rectors of the General Motors sub- 
sidiary. 





Beatrice Fairtax Problems 
New York. 

LaFrance soap flakes continues to 
have a program of considerable in- 
ate dramatic tug in the ether ver- 
sion of timeless Beatrice Fairfax. 
However, Saturday (28) the case 
of the husband with social preten- 
sions seemed a bit incredible. 

No doubt there are husbands who 
want to put on the dog while wifey 
pulls the other way for simplicity 
and naturalness, but traditionally 
it’s the feminine side of the house 
that’s supposed to yearn for the 
swank while the old gent likes to 
flaunt suspenders and shoeless feet. 
Still, since the program obviously 
thrives by creating partisanship 
maybe the story was deliberately 
written that way. 





Towels and Sox 
New York. 


Silver Dust programs now goes 
beyond dish-towels for milady. 


Kitchen queens can still trade two 
box tops for a towel as heretofore, 
but now the sponsor has a super- 
offer. New premium is a pair of 
silk stockings, guaranteed to be in 
the latest fashionable shade and of 
$1 quality. To obtain same the 
housewife needs only wash enough 
pots, pans,. dishes, floors, bathtubs, 
clothes and.;floors to use 10; boxes 
of Silver Dust. Tops of these 
cartons can be ransomed for the 
hosiery. ~" 

Paul Keast and Thelma Goodwin 
and an orchestra (CBS) - contrive 
an enjoyable quarter-hour. Not a 
program to excite comment, but 
likely to hold the ears that pick 
it up. 

Bank Wants Mortgages 
Portland, Ore. 

First National Bank, a consistent 
user of radio'advertising, is sponsor- 
ing a ‘renovizing’ campaign to speed 
up building activity and to beautify 
homes. 

A half hour broadcast over KEX 
from veranda of model house re- 
built on prominent downtown 
corner featured the introduction of 
star of the San Carlo Grand Opera 
company then. playing in Portland. 

Byrd-World’s Fair Tie-Up 
Chicago. 

More button-pushing set for the 
opening of the World’s Fair here on 
May 26. Latest remote control 


celebrant slateg is Admiral Richard 


Byrd who will join in the general 
cheer on opening. day by transmit- 
ting an electrical impulse from 
Little America -in Antarctica to the 





the deal is the ship ‘City of New 
York’ which is on exhibit at the 
Fair. 





For Kids 
St. Paul. 

Tilden Produce Co., local cream- 
ery, couples its radio and picture 
entertainment for listeners to its 
daily air program over KSTP. 

Kids are urged to send in labels 
from Tilden’s butter, each label to 
be accompanied by a joke. Ten 
best daily get two tickets to any 
show in the Twin Cities (St. Paul- 
Minneapolis). Stunt is one of the 
highlights of the daily KSTP Chil- 
dren’s Hour program. 

Interesting angle to showmen is 
that kids seldom pick ducats for 
the deluxers, preferring any house 
which happens to be showing a 
good comedy or a_= silam-bang 
western. 


Free Ducats 





Book Giveaway, 7c Each 
Chicago. 

Dr. West toothpaste, ‘Frank Mer- 
riwell,’ platters will shortly start a 
new give-away test in Denver. Will 
offer kids a copy of one of the Frank 
Merriwell adventure books for two 
carton wrappers. Cost to adver- 
tiser on books is figured about seven 
cents apiece due to quantity. 

Dr. West is now giving away live 
turtles to the youngsters and the 
campaign is reported okay but the 
toothpaste company is looking ahead 
to the day when turtle tide turns. 
Through the local J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 

Grocery Store Idea 
Kansas City. 

A new program idea is being of- 
fered by the A-G (Associated Gro- 
cers) Musical Grocers over KMBC. 

Daily morning spot presents a 
grocery store with Al and George, 
the proprietors; Olaf the butcher, 
Elmer the stock boy, Flash the de- 
livery boy, and customers. The 
script is interrupted by songs, with 
lyrics adapted to the various prod- 


ucts being advertised. Paul Hen- 
ning and Gomer Cool. are the 


authors. 


Choir For Chrysler 

New York. 
Chrysler Male Choir, consisting 
of workmen employed in the Plym- 
outh, Dodge, DeSoto and’ Chrysler 
plants, will broadcast an hour’s 
program over CBS tonight (Tues- 
day) starting at 9:30. Event will 
originate from Orchestra Hall, De- 
troit, with Thomas Lewis, 52-year- 
old ex-coal miner from Wales and 

amateur musician, the conductor. 
Choir holds 185 voices, with the 
ages of the members ranging from 

19 to 64 years. 
Improved Weather Reports 

Boston. 
E. B. Rideout, WEEI meteorologist 
is now utilizing a different method 
of fact finding on which .to, base his 
forecast by taking via short wave 
the 9:05 a.m. and p.m, complete 
reports from station NAA, the U. S. 
Naval Observatory at Arlington, Va. 
Thus, with a member of the WEEI 
operating staff taking the code re- 
ports which are much more com- 
plete than the telegraphed informa- 
tion heretofore utilized, Rideout, 
without journeying twice daily to 
the local weather bureau, will have 
at an earlier hour strictly up-to-the 
minute data. The Arlington re- 
ports encompass such distant points 


Showmanship in a big way was 
used by the Carstens Packing Com- 
pany in building up its program 
which started over the NBC re- 
gional hookup, Seattle, Spokane and 
Portland, Monday eve. With a sales 
force of over 100 in Oregon and 
Washington, hookup was made to 
include Tacoma, parent office and 
entire sales organization in Spo- 
kane, Portland, Seattle listened to 
an hour’s audition and sales dyna- 
mite the Saturday before the pro- 
gram broke. Billboards, snipe pos- 
ters on 148 trucks, 10,000 window 
strips, 50,000 stickers, 5,000 postal 
cards direct to meat dealers, told 
the story of the opening broadcast. 
This advance buildup was carried 
out in 6 days before the opening. 

Postal wires were used with 
KOMO mechnicians carrying out all 
details of the remotes. It was es- 
timated that over 1,200 people of 
the organization participated in this 
buildup for the program which will 
run for 26 weeks at half-hour pe- 
riods. Ads were carried in every 
large newspaper in Oregon and 
Washington with the Oregonian in 
Portland breaking the Sunday be- 
fore with 2 col cut in Sunday sec- 
tion, 


Literary Tie-Up 
New York. 
Literary Guild helped celebrate 
the debut of T. S. Stribling’s dra- 
matic series, ‘Conflict,’ on CBS by 
putting out a special edition of the 
Guild’s magazine, Wings, for dis- 
tribution among listeners 
Issue contains a greeting from 
William 8S. Paley, an article on 
writing for radio by the novelist 
himself, and contributions by Carl 
Van Doren, Thomas L. Stix and 
Courtney Savage, CBS’s chief dra- 
matic director. Stix did the agent- 
ing for the. Stribling script. 


Youth Day at WINS 
New York. 

As its contribution to National 
Youth Week WINS last Monday 
morning (30) not only devoted a 
quarter hour program to. the event 
but assigned for the day honorary 
titles covering each job on the ex- 
ecutive and operating staff to a 
group of youngsters selected 
through the co-operation of the 
Greater New York Forum for 
Character Building. Boys’ and 
girls, each under 18, were given an 
insight on the running of the busi- 
ness end of a station as well as 
the preparation of a program. 

It was the first time that a stunt 
of the bosses for:a day type had 
been pulled by an outlet in the New 
York area. 


Window Shows 
Portland, Ore. 

Nate Cohn, manager of one of 
Portiand’s large furniture stores, 
thought up the idea a long time 
ago of featuring a children’s broad- 
cast from the store’s windows. So 
successful has this weekly Saturday 
morning remote — broadcast been, 
that in answer to numerous re- 
quests, this ‘Star Window Theatre 
of the. Air’ has'now begun a road 
tour of nearby towns. 

First show sold out all seats two 
weeks in advance. , Plan of program 
is to give Portland youngsters a 
chance ‘to sing, play or recite, -but 
they ‘must have the stuff: Nate 
Cohn sees to that, for no one goes 
on the air without first being 
auditioned and approved. 





private studios at those points. The addition of name talent to the Crosley 
staff is another matter of consideration. The expense of such acquisi- 
tions is difficult because of Cincy’s location in a limited theatre field, 
which does not permit enough stage work for outstanding artists to 
bolster incomes over salaries for broadcasting. 

Dedication of WLW as a 500,000-watter was held Wednesday (2) with 
a six-hour program that was started at 9 p. m. by President Roosevelt 
pressing a key in the White House which released the heavy power on 
the Crosley transmitter plant at Mason, O., 22 miles north of Cincinnati. 





W. R. Hearst has issued orders to his papers to spread heavy on per- 
sonality and stunt pictures involving radio programs. New York Journal 
is now carrying two pictures in its radio section daily and it is probable 
that the morning American will follow suit and boost the number of 
halftones from its present daily representation of one. Other New York 
sheets carrying a dally radio picture now are the World-Telegram and 
the Evening Post. 

Sun, the Herald Tribune and the Times continue to reserve their photo 
layouts for radio to a single day of the week. With the Sun it’s Satur- 
day, and with the other two, Sunday. Both tabs, the Mirror and the 
News, are still maintaining a poiicy of thumbs down for mike person- 
alities when it comes to puff pictures. 


Contract for building new Philly Westinghouse outlet, KYW,. has been 
awarded to Frank J. Larken Construction Company of Philadelphia. 

Plans call for a transmitting station unlike any other ever built. In- 
stead of the usual lattice work tower antenna whick immediately iden- 
tifies such a station, KYW will use tubular columns that taper from a 
20-inch base to a 2-inch point. These bear a striking resemblance to a 
high flagpole, and eliminates the network of wires usually suspended 
from the top of one tower to the other. The columns themselves are 
the antenna for the station. 





Top network execs in New York expressed themselves as distressed 
and contrite a week or so ago when an influential Manhattan attorney 
complained about the alleged unethical business practices of a network 
sales executive. Attorney complained on behalf of a woman film star. 

Network sales exec, anxious to sell a different program, rapped the 
film star’s voice and also told the automotive firm in question that the 
network could deliver the film star for $2,500, wheteas the talking price 
for the contemplated radio program with the film star has been around 
$9,000. 


Henri Damski, KOMO-KJR, Seattle, music director, is known for his 
paton-wielding ability. But his five-year-old son thinks more of his 
father when he has an oar in his hand. 

Becalmed last week in the middle of Lake Washington when their out- 
board motor broke, the two made for shore, miles away, with Damski, 
Sr., rowing. Heavy weather arose, preventing aid from reachihg them. 

For hours Damski rowed, until, as the twilight faded, he gratefully 
reached shore. .The kid was disappointed; he had wanted to make a 
night of it. 

CBS claims contracts it already has for June, July and August ¢con- 
stitute more than double the corresponding dollar-total for 1933| Net- 
work estimates that the time sales incomé for the summer of 1934 will 
show an increase of 125% over that of 1933. 

Web states the figures upon which this percentage boost is based are 
not forecasts but are ‘taken from the cold figures at the bottom of signed 
contracts for the summer.’ 

Station W10XCT, Boston; newly licensed to the Yankee network for 
use in special events broadcasts, will be used for the first time when 
the Constitution returns to her home port of Boston some time this 
month, 

Short wave transmitter will be taken aboard Old Ironsides before she 
reaches Boston harbor, and her progress up the channel will be described 
for the radio listeners. 





Walter Craig reverses the orthodox sequence of copy writer turning 
radio showman. Craig, who has been radio writing, acting and produc- 
ing for four years, is currently writing his first newsprint advertise- 
ments. , 

Street and Finney agency has commissioned Craig to compose blurbs 
for various kinds of pills. 





Corporation Counsel Paul Windels of N. Y. has not completed his 
opinion on the theatre licensing law as affecting those radio studios 
in which broadcasts are given in front of audiences, 
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ARMOUR 
9:30-F-WIZ 
Phil Baker 
H McNaughton 


ACME LEAD 
6:30-Su-W ABC 
12:30-W-F-WABC 

Ed McConnell 


* Henri H-Me “ Mabel Albertson 

A. C. SPARK PLUG | Irene Beasley 
9-W-WIZ Roy Shields Ore 

‘Cookoos’ °N. W. Ayer 

“cc > -F 

Campbell-E B. T. BRABBITT 


1:30-Su-WEAF 
Small 


A &£pPp 
9:30-M-WEAF 





Harry Horlick Mary 
Frank Parker Wm. Wirges 
*Paris & Pecrt *Peck 








In the Theatrical Heavens 


EABODY 


The World’s Most Versatile 
Entertainer 


o 


PURE OIL PROGRAM 
EVERY SATURDAY 


WEAF-WGY-WFI 
7:30-8:00 P. M., D.S.T. 


A 


Featured Nightly 
HOLLYWOOD RESTAURANT 


NEW YORK 


& 


Courtesy Manager 


RUDY VALLEE 











Always a Little 
Ahead of the Rest 





LERS 


For Further information. 
HAROLD KEMP, NBC Artist Bureau 
Personal Direction. CHARLES A. BAYHA 


HENRY 
BUSSE 


AND HIS MUSIC 


NOW 


CHEZ PAREE 
Chicago 

















Broadcasting Nigitly CBS 











THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


On tour with condensed 
version “New Yorkers” 
Sole Direction 


HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway New York 











JOHNNY GREEN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
OLDSMOBILE PROGRAM 
CBS—Coast-to-Coast Tues. and Fri., 
9:15 P.M. BRUNSWICK RECORDS 
PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 
This Week (May 4) 


A. 8S. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2:30-Su-W ABC 
‘Lazy Dan 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett 
BARBASOL 
8:15-M-WABC 
Edwin C. Hill 
*Erwin Wasey 
BAUER & BLACK 
(Blue Jay 
Corn Plaster) 
4:15-Tu-F-WJIZ 
Wade Booth 
Dorothy Day 
*Needham, L & B 


BAYER 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Munn 
Virginia Rae 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 
Haenschen Ore 
*Blackett 

BISODOL 
8:30-W-WABC 
Everett Marshall 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Ohman & Arden 
Irving Kaufman 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
*Blackett 

BORDEN 
10:30-Su-W ABC 
‘$5 Min. in H'lyw'd’ 
Mark Warnow 
11:45-W-WABC 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
BRISTOL-MYERS 

9-W-WEAF 
(Sal Hepatica) 

(Ipana) 
Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
Irwin Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
Ipana Troubadours 
Theodore Webb 
Lennie Hayton 
*Benton & Bowles 


E. L. BRUCE CO. 
10:30-Th-WABC 
Doris Loraine 
Cadets Quartet 

C Wheeler Orch 
*O'Callaghan 


CALIF. PACKING 
9:30-M-WFAF 
H Barrett Dobbs 
Doric & Kn’bocker 
Quartets 
M Wilson Orc 
*Thompson 
CALSODENT CO 
12-F-WJIZ 
‘Rhyming Rover’ 
*Thompson 
CAMPANA 
10-F-WEAF 
‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
Cliff Soubier 
E Sagerquist Orc 
(D.D.D. Ointment) 
7:30-Th-WJZ 
‘Romantic M’'l'dies’ 
Don Amache 
Sally Ward 
E Sagerquist Ore 
*Aubrey Moore 
CARNATION MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Gene Arnold 
Lullaby Lady 
M lL Eastman 
Jean Paul King 
*Erwin, Wasey 
CENTAUR 
(Fletcher's) 
10:30-W-WABC 
Albert Spalding 
Conrad Thibault 
Don Voorhees 
*Young & Rubicam 
CHAPPEL BROS. 
7:45-Su-W ABC 
‘Rin Tin Tin’ 
Don Ameche 
Bob White 
Virginia Ware 
Johnny Goss 
Jack Daly 
*Rogers & Smith 
CHARIS 
1:15-W-WABC 
I.ouella Parsons 
Raymond Paige 
*John L. Butler 
CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Cavaliers 
*Lord & Thomas 
CLIMALINE 
12-Th-WEAF 
Harold Stokes 
Gil Page . 
King’s Jesters 
Frank Hazzard 
*Ww. S. Hill 
CUTEX 
9-F-WJIZ 
Phil Harris 
Leah Ray 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
COLGATE-PALM 
(Colgate Dentifrice) 
9-Sa-WEAF 
‘C'le’te Ho’'se P'’rty’ 
Joe Cook 
Donald Novis 
I'rances Langford 
Arthur Boran 
Don Voorhees 
Brad Browne 
*Young & Rubicam 
10-Tu-W EAF 














(Palmolive Soap) 
W. A. Backer, Dir. 
‘Eileen’ 

Helen Jepson 
Florence Malone 
Eustace Wyatt 
William Shelley 
James Melton 
John Barclay 

Nat Shilkret 

Vv A. Beeker, Dir 


*Benton-B 


10:15-daily-WEAF 
(Super Suds) 
‘Clara Lu & Em’ 
louise Starkey 
Isabelle Carothers 
Helen King 
*Benton-B 
CONTINENTAL 
OIL CO. 
10:30-W-WJIZ 
Harry Richman 
Jack Denny 
John B. Kennedy 
*Tracv-L-D 
CRAZY CRYSTALS 
2-Su-WEAF and 
12-W-F 
Gene Arnold 
8:30-M-W-WJZ 
Maple City Four 
*McC-Eric. 
CONT. BAKING 
8-M-W-F-WABC 
Phil Duey 
Jack Parker 
Frank Luther 
Vivian Ruth 
8-Tu-W ABC 
Little Jack Little 
*B., B., D. & O. 
CORN PRODUCTS 
11:15-M-W-F- 
WABC 
(Kremel, Etc.) 
Will Osborne 
Pedro de Cordoba 
*Hellwig 
R. B. DAVIS 
(Baking Powder) 
9 A. M.-W-F-WJZ 
9:45-Tu-Th-WABC 
‘Mystery Chef’ 
John McPherson 
*Ruthrauff-R 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
Edgar Stelhi 
Joe Granby 


Georgia Backeu 
Elaine Melchoir 
Adele Klein 
Bill Shelley 
Henry Gurvey 
Harry Swan 
Lionel Stander 
Emmet Gowan 
Beatrice Allen 
*Ruthrauff & R 


ELIZABETH 
ARDEN 
9-Tu-W ABC 
Maury H. B. Paul 
Freddy Martin 
*Blaker Agency 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 
‘The Big Show’ 
Mady Christians 
Gertrude Niesen 
Erno Rapee 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
H. Firestone, Jr. 
Richard Crooks 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wm. Daly Orch. 
*Sweeny-James 
FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 


FORD MOTOR 
9:30-Su-W ABC 
9:30-Th-WABC 
Fred Waring 
Ted Pearson 
°N. W. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-WABC 
Julia Sanderson 
Frank Crumit 
s. 2 > & Oo. 


GENERAL CIGAR 
9:30-W-WABC 
Guy Lombardo 
Burns & Allen 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
GENERAL FOODS 
(La France) 
(Washing Powder) 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
‘Beatrice Fairfax’ 
Marjorie Johnson 
Me. Stickles Orc. 
11:15-Th-WEAF 
Frances Lee Barton 
*Young & Rubican 
9-Th-WEAF 
(Maxwell) 
Winninger 
Ross 
Hanshaw 


Chas 
Lanny 
Annette 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses 'n’ Jan'ry 
Gus Haenschen 
*Benton-Bowles 
10-Sa-W ABC 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL 
HOUSEHOLD 
(Grunow) 
Refrigerators 
9:30-Tu-W ABC 
Minneapolis Symp’y 
Kugene Ormandy 
*Hays MacFarland 
GENERAL MILES 
5:30-Daily-WABC 
Jack Armstrong 
All American 
4-Daily-WIZ 
‘Betty & Bob’ 
Betty Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Louis Roen 
*Blackett 
GENERAL MOTOR 
(Chevrolet) 
10-Su-WEAF 
Victor Young Ore 
*Campbell-E 
(Oldsmobile) 


Boy 


9:15-Tu-F-WABC 
Ruh Etting 
Johnny Green 


Graham 


GENERAL TIRES 
10:30-F-WEAF 

Jack Benny 

Mary Livingston 

Frank Parker 

Don Bestor 

*Hays MacFarland 
GERBER & CO. 

10-Su-WJIZ 


Mme. Schumann-H 

*Erwin Wasey 
GILLETTE 
(Safety Razor) 


7:15-Daily except 
Sa-Su-WEAF 
Gene and Glenn 
*Ruthrauff & R 
GOODRICH 
7:45-M-W-F-WJIZ 
‘Taxi’ 
Max Baer 
Franc Hale 
Jean Southern 
*Rutbrauffi-R 
GULF 
9-Su-WJIZ 
Irving Berlin 
Revelers 
Pickens Sis 
Al Goodman 
*Cecil Warwick 
HEALTH PROD'TS 
(White Cod) 
3-Su-WJIZ 
‘Bar X Ranch’ 
Carson Robison 
John Mitchell 
Bill Mitchell 
Pearl Pickens 
7:30-M-W-F-WJZ 
(Feenamint) 
Geo. Gershwin 
Louis Katzman 
*Wm. Esty 
HECKER H-O 
6:15-Daily-WABC 
‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Nell O'Malley 
Florence Hallan 
Billy Hallop 
Jonn Barthe 
*Erwin-Wasey 
EDNA HOPPER 
2:15-Daily-WABC 
‘Helen Trent’ 
Lester Tremayne 
Virginia Clark 
Karl Heube 
Dolores Gillen 
Jack Doty 
*Blackett 


HOOVER 
5:30-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Chicago a Capella 
Joe Koestner 
*Erwin-Wasey 
HORLICK 
9:45-Su-WJZ 
Dr H Bundesen 
*Lord & Thomas 
HOUSEHOLD 
9-Tu-WJIZ 
Edgar A Guest 


Walter Tetley Alice Mock 
Allan Devitt Jos Koestner’s Ore 
*C. D. Frey 


HUDNUT 
9:30-F-WABC 


Jack Whiting 
Jack Denny 

Jeannie Lang 
Three Rascals 


*B. B. D. & O. 
HUDSON MOTORS 
10-Sa-WEAF 


Saxon Sis 


Lennie Hayton 
McNamee 
8 :30-Tu-WJIZ 


Conrad Thibault 


Lois Bennett 
Harry Salter 
*Blackman 
INDIVIDUAL 
CUP CO. 
(Dixie Cups) 
6:45-M-WABC 
Bob Sherwood 
Bradley Barker 
Frank Novak’s Orc 
*Young-R 
INSTITUTE AM. 
MEAT PACKERS 
4-Su-WEAF 
‘Romance of Meat’ 
*Direct 
JERGEN’S 
9 :30-Su-WJIZ 
Walt. Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
JOUNS-MANVILLE 
8:30-Sa-WEAF 
Floyd Gibprons 
*J. Walt Thompson 
JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
1:45-Tu-Th-WABC 
5:15-Su-WABC 
Tony Wons 
Keenan & Phillips 
*Needham, L. & B. 
KELLOGG 
5:30-Daily WJZ 
The Singing Lady 
Irene Wicker 
Allan Grant 
*N. W. Ayer 
KRAFT-PHENIX 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Ore 
Nikita Balieff 
Deems Taylor 
Ramona 
Peggy Healy 
Jack Fulton 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
KOLYNOS 
7:15-Daily-W ABC 
Just Plain Bill 
Arthur Hughes 
*Blackett 
LADY ESTHER 
10-S-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-WEAF 
Wayne King's Ore 
*Stack-Goble 


LAMONT-CORLISS 
(Nestles) 
8-F-WJIZ 

Ethel Shutta 

Walter O'Keefe 

Bobby Dolan Ore 

*J. Walt. Thomp. 

LARUS 


(Edgeworth) 
10-W-WEAF 
Corn Cob Pipe Club 

of Virginia 
*BBDE&O 
LENUN & FINK 
(Lysol) 
10:30-Su-WEAF 
Jascha Heifetz 
Nat Shilkret Ore 
*Rutbrauff & R 
LIGGETT-MYERS 
(Chesterfield) 
9-M-W-S-WABC 
(Monday) 
Rosa Ponselle 
(Wednesday) 
Nino Martini 
(Saturday) 
Creta Stueckgold 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Mixed Chorus 
Ford Frick 








*B BR., D. & O. 


*Newell-Emmett 


LUXOR 

(Armour) 
3-Su-WEAF 
‘Talkie Pic Time 
June Meredith 
John Goldswo: 
John stanford 


thy 


Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 
*N. W. Ayer 


LOUDEN P’°CKING 
(Doggie Dinner) 
5:45-Th-WABRC 

‘Stamp Adventures’ 

Reginald Knorr 

Carl Boyer 

*Matteson, F. G. 
MANHATTAN 

SOAP CO. 
10:30-W-WEAF 

Jack Arthur 

DeMarco Sis 
11:30-Th-W JZ 

Harriet Lee 

Edward Kennedy 

*Peck 
J. W. MARROW 
(Oil Shampoo) 

1:15-Tu-Th-W ABC 

Joan Marrow 

Bob Nolan 

Eddie House 

*Placed direct 


MACFADDEN 
(Liberty Magazine) 
10-F-WJIZ 
‘Stories That Shoul«a 

Be Told’ — 
Fulton Oursler 
(True Story) 
8:30-F-WABC 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Arnold Johnson's Or 
Elsie Hitz 
Ned Weaver 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Paul Stewart 
*Stack-Goble 


MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Daily WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 


DR. MILES LAB’S 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
10:30-Sa-WJZ 

WLS Barn Dance 

Ridge Runners 

Mac & Bob 

Clarence Wheeler 

*Wade 


MOHAWK MILLS 
(Carpets) 
10:30-Tu-Th-WEAF 
Orch & Singers ~ 
%. B DBD & A 


MOLLE CO. 
7:30-M-W-Th- 
WEAF 
Roxanne Wallace 
William Edmonson 
Shirley Howard 

Guy Bonham 
Wamp Carlson 
Dwight Latham 
*Stack-Goble 


BENJ. MOORE 

11:30-W-WEAF 
Betty Moore 
Lew White 


- MUELLER C. 
10:15-M-W-F 
WABC 
‘Bill & Ginger’ 
Virginia Baker 
Lyn Murray 
*Hellwig 


NAT’L SUGAR 
9:30-M-WJZ 
Theodore Webb 
Joseph Pasternack 
*Gotham 


NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 


8-M-WJIZ 
Jan Garber Orc 
*Hays McFarland 
OXOL 
5:45-M-Tu-W-F- 
WABC 


Dave, Bunny & G 
Bunny Coughlin 
Dave Grant 
Gordon Graham 
_; we i & O. 
OXYDOL 
(Proct’r & Gamble) 
2:45-Daily-W EAF 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Karl Hubel 
Will Fornum 
Chas. Eggleston 
*Blackett 


PACKARD 

10-M-WJZ 
Walter Damrosch 
John B. Kennedy 
*Cecil Warwick 


PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WJZ 
‘Death Vall’y Days’ 

Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Joseph Bonime Orc 
*McC.Erick 
PALMER HOUSE 
10-Tu-WIZ 
Ray Perkins 
Gale Page 
Harold Stokes Orc 
PEPSODENT 
7 Daily—WJZ 
Amos 'n’ Andy 
Charles Corre! 
Freeman Gosden 
(‘Rise of Gold’) 
7:45-Daily-WEAF 
Gertrude Berg 
James Waters 


9:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 
WIZ 


(Junis Cream) 
Eddie Duchin 
*Lord & Thomas 

PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 


Boake Carter 
*F. W. Armstrong 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 
Leo Reisman’s Ore 
Phil Duey 
*Blow 
PILLSBURY 
10 :30-Daily-WJZ 
‘Today’s Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
*Hutchinson 
PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 
Ben Bernie Ore 





*Matt-Fogarty 


Texaco Undecided 


Texaco hasn't decided whether it 
will bring Ed Wynn back to the air 


next fall. Meantime the refiner has 
advised NBC that it will withdraw 
from the Tuesday night spot May 
29. 


Wynn started for Texaco in April, 
1932. He was off the air for three 
months last season. 


WMAQO Gets 50,000 W. 


Chicago, May 7. 
NBC red outlet in Chi- 
been granted increase of 
50,000 watts, putting its 
level with WENR and 





WMAQ, 
cago, has 
power +1) 
power on 
WGN. 

Also appears that WJJD, the in- 

die Ralph Atlass station, has won 
its fight to move main studios from 
Mooseheart to Chicago despite pro- 
tests of every other major Chicago 
station with the exception of 
WBBM which is operated by Leslie 
Atlass, brother of Ralph. Protesting 
were WGN, WLS, WENR, WMAQ, 
WCFL, on grounds that further 
concentration of broadcast facili- 
ties in Chicago endangers the li- 
cense renewal of all of them. How- 
ever the commission examiner has 
recommended that the commission 
affirm its original grant of WJJD 
to move to Chicago since such a 
move will not in any way affect the 
coverage of any of the rival sta- 
tions. 
Move to WJJD was primarily to 
allow the use of the phrase WJJD 
‘Chicago’ rather than WJJD Moose- 
heart. 


MISHAP TAKES WINS _ 
OFF AIR FOR 3} HRS. 


WINS forced off the air f rc 
three and a half hours late Iriday 
afternoon (4) because of burned 
out transmitter tubes. 


defect in the 


was 


Electrical 
ter caused even the 
of tubes to blow out the 
source of trouble was discovered 
Station obtained a new set in time 
to finish out the last hour of day's 
schedule. 


transmit. 
emergency set 
before 





Molly Welbourne and Harry Roy- 
ale are new artists at WHBC, Can- 
ton, O., having teamed up as Gertie 
and Elmer. They do song and patter 
for 15 minutes five days a week, 
with eight to ten spot adds inter- 
rupting their program. Welbourne 
formerly WJAS and KDKA, while 
Royale recently completed, several 
weeks at WJAY, Cleveland. 


LEO 
REISMAN 


PHILIP MORRIS 


WEAF, Tuesday, 8 P.M. 
BRUNSWICK RECORDS 

















SUN OIL 
6:15-Dai.y-WJIZ 
Lowell Thomas 


PLOUGH, INC. 
10-W-WJIZ 
Vincent Lopez 


Ed Sullivan ° “wii 
*Lake-Spiro-C Roche cae nvame 
PUROIL TASTYEAST 


7:30-Sa-WEAF 7:30-Tu-W “AF 


Eddie Peabody East and Dumke 
be Marco Sisters Johnny Russell 
Joey Nash Carolyn Rich Orch 


Richard Himber Or 

*Freitag 

QUAKER OATS 

8:45-M-W-F-WJIZ 

Babe Ruth 

*Flecher & E 
RALSTON 
5-F-WEAF 


*Stack-Goble 
TEXAS CO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 

Ed Wynn 

Graham McNamee 

Don Voorhees 

*Hanff-Netzger 
TIDEWATER 


Mme. Sylvia of 
} wood (T'ydol) 
cienaion 7:30-M-W-F-WABC 
REAL SILK Jimmy Kemper 


Robert Ambruster 

Hummingbirds 

*Lennen Mitch 
UNDERWOOD 
8:50-Th-W ABC 


Alexander Gray 
Nicholas Kempner 
Mary Eastman 
*Marschalk 
U. Ss. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 
‘One Night Stands’ 
Pic Malone 
Pat Padgett 
Josef Bonime 
*McC.-Erick. 
UNION CENTRAL 
6-Su-W ABC 
‘Roses & Drums’ 
Elizabeth Love 
George Gaul 
Robt T Haines 
Blaine Cordner 
*J. Walt. Thomp., 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltiney 
5:45-Daily-WJZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 


j-Su-WJZ 
Chas. Previn Orch 
Charles Lyons 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 
Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 


R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camels) 
10-Tu-Thu-WABC 

Casa Loma 
Connie Boswell 
Stoopnagle & Budd 
*Wm., Esty 
RIESER CO. 
(Venita Shampoo) 
5:15-Su-W EAF 
Ted Black 
Vincent Calendo 
Donahue & Coe 
RITCHIE 
(Eno Salts) 
8-Tu-W-WJZ 
‘Eno Crime Club’ 
Spencer Dean 
*N. W. Ayer 
SCHLITZ 
10-F-WABC 
B. B. D. & O. 


SILVER DUST Ed Sprague 
7:30-Tu-Th-Sa- Stanley Andrews 
WABC Shirley Pell 

Paul Keast *Blackett 

Theinu Goodwyn ” » 
Rollo Hudson's Ore WARD BAKING 
=“ & oe 9-Su-W ABC 


‘Family Theatre’ 
Cecil Lean 
Cleo Mayfield 
James Melton 
Billy Artz 
*Fletcher-E 
WASEY PROD 
12-M-Tu-W-Th-F- 
WABC 
3:15-M-WABC 
8:15-Tu-WABC 
Voice of Exp’rience 
*Erwin Wasey 
R. L. WATKINS 
9-Su-WJIZ 
Tamara 


SINCLAIR 
9-M-WJIZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 
STAND. BRANDS 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
8-Su-WEAF 
Jimmy Durante 
Rubinoff 
(Baker's) 


7:30-Su-WJIZ 


Joe Penner Davis Percy 
Harriet Hilliard Men About Town 
Ozzie Nelson Ore Jacques Renard 
8-W-WEAF *Blackett 
(C & S Tea) WELCH 


Jack Pearl 

Cliff Hall 

Peter Van Steeden 

Kathleen Wells 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 

Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 


(Grape Juice) 

7:30-M-WJZ 
*Kastor 

WESTERN CO. 

(Dr. West T’thp’ste) 
5:30-M-W-F-WEAF 
‘Frank Merriwell’ 
Donald Briggs 


*J. Walt. Thomp. Dolores Gillen 
STD. OIL (N. Y.) | *J. Walt. Thompson 
_ 8-M-WEAF WOODBURY 
Socony Sketches 8:30-M-WABC 


Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabelle Winlocke 
Ruth Russell 


Bing Crosby 
Jimmy Grier Ore 
*Lennen-M 
WORCESTER 
Robert Strauss (Salts Toothpaste) 
*J. S. Getchell Seal Poaaiee ° 
STERLING PROD.| H Van Emburgh 
(etuiienn ake , *Fuller & Smith 
illips ag YETH C 
‘Waltz Time’ a oe — 
Abe Lyman Ore 8:15-W-Th-F- 


Frank Munn 
5:15 daily ex. Sa-Su- WABC 
WABC ‘Easy Aces’ 








‘Skippy’ Goodman Aee 
8:30-Tu-W ABC Jane Ace 

Abe Lyman Mary Hunter 

*Blackett *Blackett 
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COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Presents 


=> LEON =!! 


BELASCO 


MON., FRI., WABC, 12 MIDNITE 
Coast-to-Coast 


St. Moritz Hotel, New York, Nightly 


Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIB 
1619 Broadway, New York 








LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC 


SUNDAY, 2:30 p. m.-3 p. m. 


WED., 
8:30 p. m. 
9 p. m. 


Isham 
Jones 


Orchestra 
P<) 

















COMMODORE HOTEL 
NEW YORK 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 11:30-12 P.M.; 
Saturdays, 11-11:15 P.M., 
coast to coast, WABC 
Direction 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
1 











“The Singing Lady” 
IREENE WICKER 


4th Year for W. K. Kellogg Co. 

All Material by Ireene Wicker 
Music by ALLAN GRANT 
N.B.C.—WJZ 5:30 Daily 











RAY PERKINS 


Cushman’s Sons 








Palmer House 


CHICAGO BAKERIES 
NBC WOR 
Direction SEDLEY BROWN 























Joe Parsons 


Radio’s Low Voice 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Monday. 8 P. M.. N.B.C 











CHICAGO 
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Boston Public Defends Air 





(Continued from page 1) 
will impress and influence politi- 


cians. 

Among those who appeared in the 
Btate House hearings last week 
were blind citizens who protested 
upon behalf of the sightless popu- 
Jace who cannot get news from the 
daily press. 

Determined newspaper opposition 
to the Yankee Network News Serv- 
ice hase forced that organization to 
take its attle for full news facilities 








ORIGINAL 


CALIFORNIA 
OLLEGIANS 


Late Features of 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
“Three’s a Crowd” 


NOW 


“ROBERTA” 


NEW AMSTERDAM 
NEW YORK 














‘Jeska and seaties 


wine A.M. 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 


WILBERT’'S 
FLOOR WAX 
Bole Direction 
Ben Rocke Productions 


ROY FOX 


AND HIS 


BAND 


CAFE de PARIS 
LONDON 


B.B.C. NETWORK 


FRANK PARKER 


Featured Soloist 


A. & P. GYPSIES 
GENERAL TIRES 


First Tenor with 


THE REVELLERS 


GRACIE 
BARRIE 


“The Sweetheart of the Blues” 
NOW PLAYING 
RKO THEATRES 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 



























































EMERSON GILL 


ANP ORCHESTRA 





at the Massachusetts State House 
direct to the public, and to the Joint 
Committee on Rules of the State 
Senate and House. The public is 
being reached via the air. 

After several weeks of indecision 
on the part of the Rules Commit- 
tee, the State House Press Asso- 
ciation assumed responsibility in 
the matter and voted to exclude the 
radio news service reporter from 
the press room at the State House. 
Dick Grant, editor-in-chief of the 
Yankee web’s news service, imme- 
diately went on the air with a re- 
quest for public support in break- 
ing down the opposition. ‘Get in 
touch with your State Senator or 
Representative,’ he urged, ‘and tell 
him that you want him to see to it 
that the radio news is given every 
facility in order to help it give the 
public news while it is news.’ 

Response was a tribute to the 
power of radio and to the interest 
of listeners in the welfare of the 
new service. 

Telephone calls, letters, and tele- 
grams poured in on the news service 
and on the salons. They came from 
merchants, floor-walkers, fishermen 
at sea, blind persons, shut-ins, 
farmers, and others in every walk 
of life. 

Representative John J. Craven of 
Boston, in whose thickly-populated 
district mewspapers are sold on 
every street corner, was the first to 
respond to the public clamor. His 
answer was to file, on April 30, a 
resolution as follows: 

‘Resolved, That the Yankee Net- 
work News Service should be given 
the same privileges in the State 
House as any other news service.’ 

Also, Representative Horace Ca- 
hill of Braintree made a motion that 
Joint Rule No. 32 be amended as 
follows: ‘That regular organized 
radio news services are entit'ed to 
the privilege of having their repre- 
sentative present in the galeries of 
the Senate and House and that the 
Massachusetts State House Press 
Association so amend its rules as to 
admit to its membership duly cred- 
ited representatives of such regular 
organized radio news services.’ 

Joint Rules Committee, to which 
the order was referred, set Wednes- 
day, May 2, as the date for a public 
hearing, and Grant urged his listen- 
ers to turn out for the hearing and 
support the measure. Rep. Craven 
spoke briefly over the Yankee web 
the preceding evening, saying that 
he had introduced the order for the 
purpose of preserving the freedom 
of speech in Masaschusetts. ‘It 
seems unbelievable that such a step 
should be necessary in a free Amer- 
ican community in this day and 
age,’ he said, ‘but it is nevertheless 
a fact. And unless you show your 
interest in the preservation of that 
Constitutional freedom, your radio 
news program will be handicapped 
by discrimination. 


S.R.O. at Meeting 


Public hearing was another dis- 
play of loyal following of the radio 
news. Originally scheduled for a 
room of generous size, where many 
important hearings in the Common- 
wealth’s history have been held, it 
was quickly moved to the largest 
committee room available, and this 
was filled to overflowing in a few 
minutes and hundreds were turned 
away. 

Rep. Craven opened the hearing 
with a short summary of his mo- 
tives for filing the bill. He traced 
the growth of radio, and pointed out 
that news broadcasting was begun 
by the newspapers, but now the 
child was so big the parent was 
afraid of it and attempting to ham- 
per its growth. Then he introduced 
Grant, who was accorded an ovation 
that would have warmed the heart 
of an opera star. 

Yankee network editor reviewed 
the history of the State House 
difficulties, pointed out that the 
press room was public property, the 
equipment and telephone service 
were paid for by the public, and said 
he felt that there was no legitimate 
reason for excluding the radio news 
men, 

R. L. Hariow represented John 
Shepard 3d, president of the Yankee 
web, who was in Washington at- 
tending a meeting of the radio in- 
dustry Code Authority, of which he 
is chairman. He quoted the Radio 
Act of 1927 as requiring radio sta- 





* CLEVELAND 
WTAM | ae 
Nightly | [4.1 P.M. 











tions to operate in the public con- 
venience, interest, and necessity. 
Rep. Donnelly, Lawrence, now in 
his third term, said he had received 
more requests from his constituents 
for support of the resolution than 
for all other reasons combined in 


Ignore NRA Code 





(Continued from page 37) 
miscellaneous matters up for dis- 
Lots of talk and little ac- 
tion was way one member charac- 


cussion 


terized meeting. 

Subjects disposed of included Gen. 
Hugh Johnson’s request for further 
cut in employees’ hours and boost 
in wages; survey of artists’ wages 
and working conditions; and second 
part of report on technicians. 

Backing up Executive Officer 
James W. Baldwin, CA authorized 
of letter 
terming idea of new hour slash and 
pay-raisé impracticable under ex- 
isting economic conditions, 


Questionnaire to be sent to all 
stations in. attempt to collect facts 
and figures about radio talent was 
revised by addition of numerous 
new questions, most of them pro- 
posed by Emily Holt, who sat in as 
represontative of performers in- 
stead of in official Equity capacity. 
Questionnaire probably won’t go out 
for another ten days or more, as 
considerable rewriting of tentative 
forms is necessary. 

Report on second part of inquiry 
into working conditions and em- 
ployee-employer relations of tech- 
nicians is to go to NRA late this 
week or early next week. Pending 
finish of revision job, codists de- 
clined to give any low-down on con- 
tracts. 


transmittal to Johnson 


Baseball Exception 

Waiver of eode provision con- 
cerning rate maintenance was au- 
thorized to settle difficulties con- 
cerning baseball broadcasts. CA 
voted to inform all stations that be- 
cause of uncertainty about time ball 
games run and impossibility of fix- 
ing specific rates now that contracts 
are in effect, clause requiring ob- 
servance of published rates will be 
suspended for both game broadcasts 
and resumes. 

Aside from settling present com- 
plicated situation, codists desired to 
try and work out satisfactory means 
of covering all sports broadcasts 
and handling cases of sponsored 
football, hockey, wrestling, and 
other event programs. Hope to 
reach understanding about handling 
of sponsored broadcasts’ before 
opening of football season. 

Squabble over news broadcasts on 
West Coast, resulting from contro- 
versy between KNX and other sta- 
tions which have subscribed to 
press-radio agreement was talked 
over but left unsettled. Despite 
feeling of various members that 
fight does not concern code, group 
decided to get more information be- 
fore making up its mind. 

Acting on basfs of specific com- 
plaints against Hearst Los Angeles 
papers and Los Angeles stations, 
CA will call on competing broad- 
casters for answer to charges and 
detailed info about their tie-ups. 
Instead of dodging issue, codists in 
the end probably will decide that 
some action must be taken, al- 
though they have no idea at pres- 
ent of how to solve the problem. 





his three terms. Rep. C. F. Pratt 
of Saugus ventured the prediction 
that, regardless of the outcome of 
the present matter, the time was not 
far off when microphones would be 
set up in General Court and entire 
sessions broadcast when important 
legislation was being debated. 
Blind Man’s Plea 

Many others not in political life 
also spoke. Father John Boyko of 
Fall River delivered an eloquent 
plea for consideration for the blind; 
ex-Mayor Malcolm Nichols said he 
believed if the matter were put to a 
popular vote, radio news would be 
supported by a majority of 9 to 1; 
and Nicholas Sacco of Boston, blind 
for several years, added a dramatic 
touch when he rose from his seat 
in the corner, called attention to his 
condition, and asked consideration 
for himself and other so afflicted, 
who relied on the radio to keep them 
informed of world affairs. 

Hearing lasted for nearly two 
hours, with the closing few minutes 
taken up by newspaper representa- 
tives opposing the order on various 
grounds, including the surprising one, 
which Grant was quick to refute, 
that radio furnished a bulletin ser- 





vice which did not require full fa- 
cilities Just why these facilities 
were not as important for bulletins 
as for lengthy stories was not made 
clear. but Grant was quick to reply ! 
that his service gave complete cov- 
erage of important stories, and car 
ried as much State House news a 
at least one Boston daily paper 


(Continued from page 37) 


cost industry mil- 
Hons of dollars, and _ precipitate 
avalanche of legal actions. With 
only $6 channels and 550 commer- 
cial stations, industry figures with- 
drawal of quarter of assignments 
would necessitate junking half of 
investment in plant and equipment 
and tremendous outlay in readapt- 
ing stations to new frequencies. 
Although no complete figures are 
available, leaders calculate revolu- 
tionary change would cost $15,000.- 
000 to $25,000,000 plus untold legal 
costs for both industry and govern- 
ment. 

Contending that supporters of the 
amendment already receive ample 
broadcast opportunities through ar- 
rangements with commercial sta- 
tions and their independent outlets, 
N.A.B. sent summary of arguments 
to every Senator calling on solons 
to oppose idea and ‘not to destroy 
the whole structure of American 
broadcasting by supporting a pro- 
posal regarding which the broad- 
casters have not even had an oppor- 
tunity to be heard.’ 

No Vested Rights 

Industry spokesmen face very real 
obstacle in conducting their fight, 
since both the existing law and Su- 
preme Court rulings emphasize that 
licensees shall not be regarded as 
enjoying a vested right in their as- 
signments. NAB executive pointed 
out this principle has kept industry 
constantly on defensive and at 
mercy of both commission and Con- 
gress, and situation would become 
worse instead of better if radical 
reallocation scheme goes over. 

Principal arguments being used 
include contention that the reallo- 
cation job would be a burdensome 
task since amendment provides no 
way of evaluating claims of con- 
testing non-profit stations and li- 
cense. 

While similar to campaigns of 
eductional groups which never had 
thrown a scare into industry in re- 
cent years, new movement is taken 
very seriously because of the uni- 
fied support for the Wagner-Hat- 
field amendment. Animosity of 
Congress toward chains has swelled 
during past year, and Paulist-CBS, 
Coughlin-network, and other dis- 
putes over same issue have devel- 
oped strong sentiment against al- 
leged trusts. 

Complicated situation also em- 


ADVERTISER WHO SANG 
ON OWN SHOW DIES 


Kansas City, May 7. 
John M. Hogan, Jr., radio singer 
and manufacturer of Sendol, who 


sang his own advertising programs, 
suffered a stroke of apoplexy Mon- 
day night after singing over WHB, 
and died the next morning in St. 
Joseph’s hospital. Hogan was presi- 
dent of the Sendol Company, which 
he had built up in the few years. 

Last year he sang an hour a week 
over WDAF as the ‘Sendol Singer’ 
specializing in old-time ballads. He 
was 40 years of age, and leaves his 
wife, his parents and seven broth- 
ers and sisters. 


ators to fold up, 














Gratis Chairs, Radios, for 


Invalids Is Program Aim 


Charlotte, N. C., May 7. 

Probably setting a record of some 
kind is the ‘Old Wayside’ program 
for invalids and shut-ins which is 
now rounding out eight years on 
WBT. Program is non-commercial 
on all counts. Nobody gets paid, in- 
cluding the station and Brown, 
himself a wheel-chair invalid. 

Program, however, has raised 
thousands of dollars for the pur- 
chase of wheel chairs and radios for 
the crippled and blind within the 
listening area of WBT. 





Bilt Bailey, ex reporter for dailies 
in the Southwest and Midwest, is 


Enemies of Radio Unite 


Senator Dill’s proposal t« 
special probe of American 
Telephone and Telegraph setup. 
Indications are that if communica- 
tion control becomes fact before 
session ends inquiry resolution will 
be wastbasketed and job turned 


broils 
conduct 


over to new regulatory outfit. But 
if Dill-Rayburn bills are caught in 
last-minute log-jam, then especial 
committee will be turned loose on 
A.T.&.T., Western Electric, Erpi, 
and other phases of telephone 


monopoly. 

Prospects that contro] legislation 
will be enacted before adjournment 
improved during past fortnight de- 
spite pressure from all sources for 
early windup of Congressional sea- 
son. President reiterated his desire 
for some sort of communications 
supervision bill last week, and from 
present appearances at least stop- 
gap measures will become law. 








THE 


ARMOUR >& JESTER 


PHIL 
BAKER 


EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 
WJZ, NBC NETWORK 
COAST-TO-COAST 





CHICAGO 
8:30-9 P. M. 


c.8.T. 
Thru Station WENR 


NEW YORK + 
9:30-10 P. M. 
D.S.T. 
Thru Station W4Z 


HARRY 
McNAUGHTON 


ALIAS ‘‘BOTTLE’’ 
THE ARMOUR HOUR 
Coast -to-Coast 
Every Friday Evening 


CHICAGO 
8:30-9 P.M. C.S.T. 
Th 


ra 
Station WENR 

















NEW YORK 
9:30-10 P.M., 
D.S8.T., WIZ 


2 
Permanent Address, LAMBS’ CLUB, 
130 West 44th St., New York City 














CHARLES _ 


CARLILE 


TENOR 


COAST-TO-COAST 
CBS 








Oro 30rKI0 
fred allen’s 


Li HOUR OF SMILES i 
° ° 


With 
PORTLAND HOFFA 
JACK SMART 
IRWIN DELMORE 
LIONEL STANDER 
MINERVA PIOUS 

EILEEN DOUGLAS _ 
LENNIE HAYTON’S IPANA 
TROUBADOURS 


Q material by Fred Allen and Harry 
Tugend 


Management Walter Batchelor 
Wednesdays, ad AR 4 M., D. 8. T. 


Or=107" : ‘1010 


HOTEL PIERRE 














now grinding continuity for Cros- | 
ley’s WLW and WSAI in Cincy. 








| 





Henry King moves into the Cen- 





tral Park Casino May 30. Eddie Du- 
| chin, present incumbent, shifts to 
the Dells, Chicago. 
“ ee } 
Bob Sutton writes ‘Marco's Junior | 
Revue’ on KFWE for Marco Do: 
Foods He is the son of the vand 
| team of Browne and La Vell 
Benny Rubin is going vad i 
Herman Bernie's direction. 

















AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Conoco Oil i Richard Hodnot 
Wed... 10:30 P.M.} ; 
WIZ | Fri., 9:30 P.M. 
e 
WIZ | e 
Sat., 12 Midnight | WEAF 
Mon., 11:30 P.M. Tues.. 12:30 A.M. 
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MPPA to Publish 
Third Lyric Folio 
Despite Criticism 





Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation will go through with its 
original plan of putting out a third 
edition of the lyric folio despite 
strong criticism. Issue will run to 
500,000 copies. This will bring the 
total number. of folios distributed 
by the MPPA to 1,400,000 copies. 

John G. Paine, chairman of the 
MPPA board, asserts that the folio 
competition from legitimate sources 
has served to cut down the bootleg 
output by 75%. Formerly, the con- 
traband element disposed of 3,000,000 
copies every two weeks. Without 
revealing how he arrived at his 
figures, Paine stated that the boot- 
leggers are now selling but 750,000 
song sheets a week. 

Paine holds that the MPPA folio 
has at least restricted the number 
of lyrics available to the public for 
a nickel. The bootleg folio con- 
tained anywhere from 150 to 200 
lyrics, whereas the legitimate ver- 
sion gives them only ‘75 sets of 
verses. 





- Harold Arlen-Anya 
Taranda Nuptials Due 


The Earl Carroll chorister, Anya 
Taranda, who went to: Hollywood to 
appear in ‘Murder at Vanities’ for 
Par, returned to New York Satur- 
day (5) to prepare for marriage to 
Harold Arlen, song writer. Date un- 
set. 

Miss Taranda goes back to the 
Coast June 1, 





FRISCO PUB. MOVES 


San Francisco, May T. 
New Era, music publishing firm, 
pulling up stakes in Frisco this 
week and moving to Hollywood, 
where Gino Alessi, Glenhall Taylor 
and Walter Rudolph will establish 
new offices. 





Woempner to Chi 
Minneapolis, May 7. 

Henry C. Woempner has resigned 
from the Minneapolis Symphony or- 
chestra after 25 years membership. 
Moves to Chicago. 

For five years Woempner was di- 
rector of music for radio station 


Franks Re-Split 


The Radio Franks (Bessinger and 
White), after reuniting, have split 
again, and Frank Bessinger con- 
tinues as manager and entertainer 
at the Stork club. 

Jerry White has teamed up with 


George Owen (Rhys and Owen), and 
they are spotted in the Simplon 
club, where Estelle Taylor is top 
attraction. Judd Rhys is taking a 
girl partner. 


Busse, Burtnett Bands 
For Col. Phono. Discs 


Chicago, May 7. 

Columbia phonograph has tied 
with the Henry Busse and Earl 
Burtnett orchestras for pop music 
recording. 

Handled through Dick Voynow, 
in charge of the recording division 
locally, the contracts were okayed 
by the new owners of Columbia 
phonograph, listed as Sacro Enter- 
prises, 








Night Club Reviews 


Town Hall Tavern, Denv. 


Denver, May 2. 


Louis Hellborn has leased the old 
Town Hall, down across the creek, 
cleaned it up, used a little paint, 
put in tables and chairs; and opened 
up ‘The Old Town Hall Tavern,’ 
with last century melodrama at 55 
cents, including tax. This includes 
a beer on the house. Opening night 
was close to a sell-out. 

‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room’ is the 
opener and will last. for two or 
three weeks. Three professionals 
in the cast, and the rest local talent 
trying to get ahead. Play is done 
seriously, with no burlesque or hoke 
attempts, and the crowd gets a big 
kick out of it. They hiss and boo 
the villian, cheer the hero, pound on 
the tables and stomp the floor. 

Place is dressed up with posters 
of old and forgotten melodramas, 
with pictures of actors and. ac- 
tresses of bygone days. Located 
in what is known as the Bowery 
of Denver, next door to a brewery, 
local citizens think they’re slum- 
ming and taking their lives in their 
hands when they visit the place. 

Only beer, wine, peanuts and 
sandwiches are being sold. On the 


opening night mostly beer, with 
practically no sandwiches. 
Curtain goes up at 8:30. After 


the close of the play, dancing. 25 
cents if you want to go in for latter 
only. Refreshments are economic- 
ally priced, a big scuttle of beer at 
50c, with no sandwiches above 40c. 





KSTP. 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the rest of the 

country with the tunes most on 
the air around New York, the 
following is the compilation for 
last week. 

Plugs are figured on a Satur- 
day-through-Friday week, reg- 
ularly. 

Only the chain stations are 
listed as indicative of the gen- 
eral plug popularity. 

Data obtained from Radio 
Log compiled by Accurate Re- 
porting Service. 

WEAF 


WJZ 


Title WABC 





1,000 Good Nites.........- 29 
Love Thy Neighbor....... 26 
Little Man, Big Day..eces 24 
Beat oO’ My Heart. .recces 23 
Had My Moments.....e+e. 21 
| Ain’t Lary...crcccccccce 20 
Play To Me Gypsy....... 20 
Rip Tide eecccesee ceeeeceeece 19 
Do | Know Sunday...ceces 18 
ete oe Setébecenens ae 
Love Go Wrong ..cesceeese 16 
Reminds Me. .cceccccccsecce 16 
My Shawl eeeeeeseeeeesrese 16 
Nasty Man eeeeeeesseeeece 16 
House Is Haunted........ 16 
Dream Those Dreams .... 16 
Little Dutch Mill......... 15 
May 1? eseceecese eeescceese 15 
Bivd. Broken Dreams...... 14 
vil String Along eeeecceee 13 
Mademoiselle ....ccccescee 13 
Waitin’ For Katy. cccocces 13 
Oughta Be in Pix......... 13 
Rone me 1 1I0e sccccccccse OS 
eee. wi senass ieceewebes oe 
Touch Your Hand ...eee-s 12 
Wen Eauiiscsccccaceceesee * 











Quodbach-Bernie for 
World’s Expo Casino? 


Chicago, May T. 
Nothing set but looking hot is a 
deal for Al Quodbach to take over 


the Casino at the World's Fair. 


Also understood that there's a 
chance that Ben Bernie will be back 
in the spot for the expo. 





L. A. LOCAL THIRD LARGEST 
Los Angeles, May T. 
With a membership of 3,350 mem- 
bers, Musicians Protective local 47, 
of Los Angeles, is now third largest 
in the entire country. Chicago, 


with approximately twice as many 
members as Los Angeles, is topped 
by New York, which has about 
twice as many members as the 





Rose. 


Windy City local. 























“MURDER 


AT THE VANITIES” 
PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


to Be Released May 25 Nationally 


Featuring These Song Hits 


“COCKTAILS FOR TWO’’ 


‘LIVE AND LOVE TONIGHT’’ 
‘““EBONY RHAPSODY”’ 
“LOVELY ONE’’—‘‘MARAHUANA’’ 














Auditions as Plag 


Philadelphia, May Tf. 


Local song pluggers are taking a 
new twist in the competition for 
breaks on tunes. Boys are swarm- 
ing into the program departments 
every time they smell a coming 
audition, since they figure that the 
audition show, if successful, will 
be the first program of the series 
to be aired, 

Maybe a plug on the initial 
stanza of a program counts double 
at the home office. 


N. Y. HOTEL’S ROTATING 
CABARET-BAND REVUE 


Show and service at the Terrace 
Room of the Hotel New Yorker is a 
smooth, tasteful presentation be- 
speaking the management's respect 
for soothing the customers. while 
they dine. Terrace restaurant is 
housing Charlie Davis’ band plus 
some extra and a show designed and 
booked by Fanchon & Marco. Scale 
is moderate, meeting anybody’s 
purse. Place has jumped ahead as 
leading rendezvous under the Ralph 
Hitz management. 

When caught, on a night early in 
the week, and when biz may be 
expected to be off, especially as the 
season runs into warm weather, the 
Terrace Room to the _ contrary 
waz capacity. There's only one 
q.e.d. to be observed from this biz, 
and that is that the combo service 
and show as put forth under the 
a Hitz management is. success- 
ul, 

Not to be compared with the 
N.T.G. nudes or the Casino de 
Paris things, because it’s different 
at the Terrace Room. F. & M. show 
is among the first of the newly de- 
signed service of this show outfit 
for hotels. In originally for four 
weeks, it has been continued until 
it is now in its ninth semester. 
Show has a line of 10 girls. 
They're lookers and a cheerful lot, 
who hand out good precision and 
altogether present an eyeful without 
any brash effects. On three times 
nightly, at dinner, supper and after 
theatre. Included among the talent 
are Wilbur Hall, comic instrumental 
trickster; the Zastros and Edward 
Brach, who dance together and with 
the line, besides Arline and Eddie 
Kinley. Davis carries additional 
talent for himself in Ruby Wright, 
a youthful pop coloratura; Bill 
Thorne, Frankie Parris and ‘Coof’ 
Morrison. 

None of the turns consume more 
than what seems to be the neces- 
sary amount of performing time, 
thus not tying up the customers too 
much with show stuff. 

Davis and his crew offer excellent 
dance music. He may be remem- 
bered from his picture house work 
and his crew is a youthful bunch of 
smart tune pushers. In his group 
is a lad who sings bass, and well. 
Zastros offer a waltz very aptly 
among their numbers, and with Ed- 
ward Brach also do a bit of com- 
mendable adagio. Good-looking trio 
and good performers. Arline and 
Kinley, on the other hand, head in 
for modern heel and toe work, with 
Kinley doing a Calloway take-off 
before the mike that’s not so bad, 
besides. Shan. 


MUSIC NOTES 














Sanford Green, 18-year-old New 
Haven, Conn., composer, has placed 
his latest, ‘Just As I Am,’ with 
Santly Bros. Jack Manus is the 
lyricist. Same firm took Green’s 
first pop tune two years ago. 





Jack Mills has acquired the Amer- 
ican rights to the score of British 
Gaumont’s ‘Come Along Sally.’ 
Harry Woods did the writing, with 
the tunes including ‘Riding on a 
Rainbow,’ ‘The Wind’s in the West’ 
and ‘You Oughta See Sally on Sun- 
day.’ 





Vincent Catanese has the dance 
combo assignment at the Post 
Lodge, Larchmont, N, Y. 





; Billy Chandler, formerly with 
Feist, has replaced Sam Wigler as 
Santly Bros’, professional manager. 





Don Bigelow’s orchestra at the 
Hotel Whitehall, New York, and 
broadcasting over NBC, 





Six tunes by Herb Nacio Brown 
and Arthur Freed are included in 


— 


ASCAP Entrance 
Nixed Agency-Pub 
By Director Group 


Select Music Publications, Ino, 

has been tipped off by several pub- 
lishers on the directorate of the 
American Society of - Composera, 
Authors and Publishers that any 
attempt by this firm to join the soe 
ciety will be stoutly resisted. Select 
Music is an adjunct of Rockwelle 
O'Keefe, Inc., artists’ representa. 
tives, and among the acts handled 
by this office are Bing Crosby, Mills 
Bros., and the Casa Loma band. 
Argument set up by the pub« 
lishers who served notice of meme« 
bership opposition is that Select 
Music would be taking it from both 
ends. With the artists it books, 
Rockwell-O’Keefe would have no 
difficulty in getting plugs for’ its 
catalog, the publishers’ contend, 
and the plugs thus piled up would 
put Select Music at an advantage 
in the rating on the society’s rolls 
against other firms less happily site 
uated. 
Thomas J. Rockwell and Corky 
O'Keefe declare, however, that if 
this is the sentiment that Select 
Music will have to contend with in 
trying to join the society, the ob- 
jecting publishers can be assured 
that ASCAP will have no authority 
over Select’s catalog, as long as 
they (Rockwell and O'Keefe) have 
anything to say about it. 


Fisher Sues Rose 


Songwriter Fred Fisher is su- 
ing songwriter-cabaret entrepre<« 
neur Billy Rose for 10% of his 
share in the Casino de Paree, N. Y., 
nitery, and would examine Rose 
before trial to determine how much 
he has grossed from the nite club 
Fisher approximates it at $18,000 
(at the rate of $1,000 a week as 
Rose’s share for 18 weeks) and 
wants a percentage thereof, plus an 
accounting. 

Suit is based on Fisher allegedly 
having negotiated Rose’s hookup 
with the Casino, by introducing 
him to Yurmi Stern, president of 
the C. de P. syndicate. 

Fisher’s motion for examination 
of Rose before trial comes up to- 
morrow (Wednesday), while Rose 
at the same time is making a mo- 
tion to dismiss the complaint. 














Jimmy Grier and orchestra head a 
new floor show that got under way 
Saturday night (5) at the L. A. Bilt- 
more Bowl. 





FLASH! 


Complete floor shows for 
Cafes, Cabarets, Restaurants, 





etc., at a guaranteed lower 
cost than anyone else. 
2 


JAMES MILLER 


(Formerly with Paramount-Publiz ) 
Loew's New York Theatre Bldg. 
NEW YORK CITY 


LOngacre 5-9730 

















He makes Philadelphia 
dance 


JOE FRASETTO 


and his Adelphi Hotel Or- 
chestra broadcasting 
through "WPEN over the 
general broadcasting chain 
He plays the hits, so of 
course, he features: 
“A THOUSAND GOOD 
NIGHTS” 


“RIPTIDE” 
“I'VE HAD MY MOMENTS" 
“ALL | DO 1S DREAM OF 
You”’ 








“HOT CHOC'LATE SOLDIERS” 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 





Metro’s ‘Student Prince.’ 


Hill 72? New vorn =~ IIE 








611 Fairbanks 





CHIC 





MEET YOUR FAVORITE STAR OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
AT MIKE FRITZEL’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


America’s Smartest Restaurant and Supper Club 


Delaware 1655 
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SMALL PUBS FAV 





Music Dealers Service, Inc., Denied 
Injunction Against Mayer, Et Al. 


Temporary injunction sought by 
the Music Dealers Service, Inc., 
against Max Mayer was denied by 
Justice Frankenthaler in the New 
York Supreme Court last week... At- 
tached to the’ denial was a proviso 
that Mayer be prepared to go to 
trial on the issues involved on May 
15. Through the injunction. pro- 
ceedings the MDS wants the court 
to restrain Mayer and the group 
of nine major publishers who set- 
tled. with him while the jobbers’ 
anti-trust suit was in midtrial from 
carrying out the terms of the set- 
tlement agreement. 

In moving. that the settlement 
terms be declared a conspiracy in 
restraint of trade the MDS set up 
the contention that Mayer’s eounsel 
had terrified the publishers into 
withdrawing from the $1,250,000 ac- 
tion while it was being heard be- 
fore Federal] Judge Bryant the latter 
part of March, Papers in the MDS 
injunction proceedings also asked 
the court for a $100,000 judgment 
against Mayer on the ground that 
the settlement agreements he made 
with the nine publishers resulted in 
forcing the distributing combine out 
of business. Facilities of the MDS 
are now in the hands of Maurice 
Richmond, who is operating as an 
indie jobber under the corporate 
name of the Maurice Richmond 
Music Dealers Service. The three 
firms—Donaldson, Douglas *& Gum- 
ble; DeSylvia, Brown & Henderson, 
and Leo Feist, Inc.—which stuck 
through the Federal trial to the fin- 
ish, are clearing through Richmond 
exclusively. 

Get Money Back 

When the_ injunction petition 
came up for argument before Jus- 
tice Frankenthaler four weeks ago 
only two of the publishers who set- 
tled with Mayer were represented 
by counsel. Mayer's trial lawyer, 
David A. Podell, declared at the 
time that even these two have com- 
mitted themselves as taking a 
neutral attitude in the injunction 
proceedings, and charged that it 
was obvious the injunction action 
had Mayer as its single target and 
had also been started for the pur- 
pose of helping the nine publishers 
get their money back. Podell will 
represent Mayer also when the in- 
junction charges lodged against the 
jobber come up for airing next 
Tuesday (15). 

Judge Bryant in his decision held 
that Mayer had failed to prove his 
allegations of monopoly against the 
MDS. Settlement fees collected by 
Mayer's lawyers from the nine pub- 
lishers who withdrew while this 
case was in midtrial aggregated 
$51,000. 


Rosenthal May Follow 
Duchin in C. P. Casino 


Harry Rosenthal and orchestra 
probably follow Eddy Duchin into 
the Central Park Casino, N. Y., May 
29. Duchin goes to the Dells, Chi- 
cago, for the summer. Rosenthal is 
currently at Place Piqualle, N. Y. 

Henry King, mentioned for the 
Cc. P. Casino, has been signed sirce 
the Florida season for Ross-Fenton 
Farms, the Jersey resort spot 


COAKLEY NATION-WIDE 
San Francisco, May 7. 
NBC Artists Bureau has con- 
tracted the Palace Hotel dance band 
of Tom Coakley, and network is 











giving the ork a hefty ride and 
buildup. Coakley’s outfit goes 
transcontinental Wednesday and 


Friday nights and Saturday after- 
noons, and gets the choicest spot on 
the Coast network every night at 
10:15 p. m. following the popular 
Richfield Reporter. 

Band also is on Hearst’s KYA, 
affiliated with NBC, for a quarter 
hour shot nightly. 

Coakley is adding several men 
and possibly another singer to the 
Outfit this week, and has more 
transcription and Victor recordings 
coming up, 


> 








ROBBINS WANTS $2,500 





Lew Leslie Alleged to Owe Sum 
Many Years 
Robbins Music Corp. which 


loaned Lew Leslie $2,500 has filed 
attachment proceedings against the 
‘Blackbirds’ producer in Chicago to 


recover. Robbins is seeking to ex- 
amine Balaban & Katz, which 
booked the condensed version of 
Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds’ revue to as- 
certain if B&K owes Leslie any 
money. It is alleged that B&K ad- 


vanced Leslie and owes him no bal- 
ance. 

Suit was first started in Canton, 
Ohio, but no levy of attachment 
could be: made for the same rea- 
son that the cast had been paid 
off in advance. 

The $2,500 loan was in connec- 
tion with the initial Broadway pro- 
duction of Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds.’ 
Robbins publishes the music of the 
score and on top of the _ usual 
financial arrangements the. music 
pub firm also loaned some money 
to the producer. 


Henry Ford, Petrillo 
At Odds Over Detroit 
Symph. Fair Booking 


Chicago, May 7. 
Jimmy Petrillo, of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians, and Henry 
Ford, of the Ford.Motor eompany, 
locked horns over the booking of 
the Detroit Symphony orchestra as 
an attraction for the Ford display 
at the World’s Fair this summer. 
Simply the spat is this: Ford 
wants to bring the entire ensemble 
of 70 Detroiters to Chicago, while 
Petrillo thinks that the conces- 
sion should use some Chicago musi- 
cians in the group. Understood that 
Petrillo has made an offer of half- 
and-half, which means 35 Detroit 
musicians and 35 Chicago instru- 
mentalizers. 


SAM FOX IN COURT 
TO GET ASCAP BREAK 


Sam and Harry Fox (Sam Fox 
Music Co.), who have taken their 
grievances against the ASCAP into 
court in a battle to set aside the 
articles of the association and to 
declare the board invalid, will seek 
to examine the officers of the So- 
ciety tomorrow (Wednesday). <A 
motion comes up then asking that 
Gene Buck, Louis Bernstein, Saul 
H. Bornstein and E. C, Mills, 
ASCAP’s principal officers and gen- 
eral manager (Mills) be subjected 
to some 97 interrogators. 

Attorney J. T. Abeles for the Fox 
Music Co. is taking his action into 
the founcation of the society on the 
allegatior ; that since it operates for 
profit and is not a fraternal organ- 
ization, any of its members (Fox 
being one) can demand that all 
books, papers, records, etc., be pro- 
duced. 

Sam Fox Music Pub. Co. wants to 
know how much money ’ >) whom the 
Society loaned funds; how much is 
expended for operations (overhead 
is estimated at 3lc. for every $1 col- 
lected), how much for lobbying ex- 
penses, ete. 

Fox has been complaining of his 
inadequate rating in ASCAP. He’s 
been asking for promotion, but in- 
stead suffered setbacks in classifica- 
tion from BB to class CC. Fox has 
an exclusive tieup with Fox Film 
for all its musicals which alone 
the publisher feels entitles him to 
plenty of points for advancement. 














Earl Hines orchestra returns to 
the Grand Terrace cafe, Chicago on 
May 13, replacing Carrol Dickerson. 
WBBM is the ether wire in the spot. 








OR SPECIALS 





cAY END AIDS 
FILM SUBSIDS 


So-Called Evil Finds De- 
fenders Among Minor 


Music Firms—Claim Spe- 
cial Arrangement Offer 
Allows Them to Meet 
Major Competition 


PRO AND CON 


Indications were given at a meet- 
ing of the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association directorate last 
week that the clause against free 
speeial arrangements would meet 


with spirited opposition from sev- 
eral non-film company controlled 
publishers when the revamped mu- 
sic code comes up for open airing 
in Washington. These publishers 
will contend that the absolute ban 
on gratis special orchestrations will 
serve to place them at a disadvan- 
tage when competing with the pub- 
lishing subsidiaries of: the major 
picture producers. 

Last week’s meeting of the 
MMPA directors, however, voted its 
approval of the code as received 
recently from the legal department 
of the NRA. John Paine, chairman 
of the MPPA, is slated to call on 
Deputy NRA Adniinistrator Wil- 
liams in Washington today (Tues- 
day) and discuss the setting on a 
hearing date for the code. 

That the free arrangements clause 
has aroused opposition in the trade 
was revealed for the first time dur- 
ing the MPPA meeting called to 
talk over the revamped. document. 
Sentiment. was expressed to the ef- 
fect that several of the publishers 
not affiliated with picture compa- 
nies have been cogiating over the 
situation this clause would develop 
and that they were beginning to 
realize that the restriction would 
not work out so favorably for .the 
indie element of publisher. 

Fact that they were able to offer 
free special arrangements as an in- 
ducement tended to help them meet 
the competition from _ producer- 
backed firms when it came to so- 
liciting plugs. Latter publishing 
companies, argued the indie ele- 
ment, had the upper hand here both 
by the multiplicity of song output 
and the prestige that a picture tune 
carries. What chance, asked the in- 
die publisher, has he with his two 
little songs in vying for the atten- 
tion of an orchestra leader when a 
producer-affiliated firm can offer 
anywhere from six to 20 songs at 
one time, each carrying with it the 
glamour of a screen connection and 
a star, say, for instance, Bing Cros- 
by or Dick Powell. The average 
orchestra leader, argued the indie 
publisher, will under such circum- 
stances first look over the numbers 
with a picture source, and allowing 
what space he may have left on his 
repertoire to the songs of the pub- 
lishers minus a picture company 
alliance. 

By being able to offer free special 
orchestrations the indie publisher 
can meet this competition to some 
extent. With his one or two songs 
the arrangement costs would be 
within his means, while if the pro- 
ducer-backed firm attempted to 
make special orchestrations for 
every one of its new releases it 
would soon find itself deep in the 
red. 

Paramount Threat 

Lou Diamond, head of the Fa- 
mous Music Corp, a Publix Para- 
mount subsid, was among those who 
attended the MPPA meeting. Dia- 
mond spoke in favor of the sup- 
pression of all free special arrange- 
ments and served notice upon the 
group present that if the evil wasn’t 
cut out Paramount with all its re- 
sources would stop at nothing in 
meeting this situation. He declared 
that his firm was in a position of 
expending as high as $250,000 for 
gratis special arrangements and he 
defied any indie publisher to at- 


vv 


Endorsement for 


+ 





BONIFACES REBEL 


Say They Will Ask Congress For 
Anti-ASCAP Rule 
Atlantic City, May 7. 
Thomas D. Green, president of 
the American Hotel Association, 
announced at the meeting of the 
New Jersey State Hotel Association 
at the Ambassador here last Thurs- 
day (3) that a campaign had been 
launched to bring about a modifica- 
tion of the radio music copyright 
law. Green said that a bill had 
been prepared and would probably 
be introduced in this session of 
Congress to bring about a revision 
in the charges that the hotels have 





to pay for the use of copyright 
musie. 

‘The hotels feel that the rates 
now imposed upon them for their 


radio and orchestra music are un- 
just’, said Green. ‘According to the 
copyright act there is no limitation 
as to what the Society of Authors 


and Composers may charge for 
copyright music.’ 

Harry Somerville, of the Hotel 
Willard, Washington, D. C.,_ is 


chairman of the legislative com- 
mittee which will conduct the cam- 
paign. He said that chairmen and 
sub-chairmen had been appointed 
in every state in the Union. He 
added that an English concern, in 
addition to four or five other, foreign 
societies, were also trying to tax 
American hotels. 


Casino Paree Policy 


Goes Into Converted 
Mayfair, Baltimore 


° Baltimore, May 7. 

Mayfair Gardens, vptewn arena 
that in frosty weather serves as an 
ice-palace, is being converted into 
an approximation of the Casino de 
Paris, the big-scale nitery in New 
York. Workmen are transforming 
the spot into a tiered, uncolumned 
room that will accommodate nearly 
2,000. <An air-conditioning system 
is also being installed. Opening 
scheduled for May 17. 

A local ork will supply the dan- 
sapation upon opening, but it is 
planned to pencil in name bands for 
one-night sit-ins when they’re 
available. A floor show will roll 
thrice nightly, consisting of four 
standard vaude acts, plus line of 
18 girls. New talent line-up weekly, 
booked out of New York. Jack 
Menton will manage. 


BOOKED FOR ORIENT 
Seattle, May 7. 

Fay Courtney and her husband, 
Roy MacMicol, have sailed from 
here for Shanghai to open for the 
eafe circuit booked by Ed Fisher. 

Harlan and Janet Milner are also 
set for the Orient. 











tempt to meet this competition. He 
asserted that if the free thing was 
not stamped out his company could 
go into the field and offer orchestra 
leaders as high as $250 a plug. Dur- 
ing the course of the wrangle that 
followed these remarks Diamond 
averred that with him the music 
publishing business was merely a 
medium for the exploitation of Par- 
amount pictures. 

One of the indie element of pub- 
lishers present who declared in 
favor of the no free special ar- 
rangements clause was E. B. Marks. 
If the industry, asserted Marks, 
continued to pay orchestra leaders 
for arrangements the lid might as 
well be torn off and everybody go 
the limit. Marks warned them that 
if the practice wasn’t firmly sup- 
pressed the publishers would be 
confronted with the self-destroying 
conditions that brought about the 
formation of the MPPA. Publishers 
at the time were free with their 
money in competing for plugs 





ASCAP Directorate Seeks Membership 


Another 10 Years 


Contracts binding them to mem- 
bership in the organization for 10 
years beyond the end of 1935 will 
be distributed among the _ writer 
and publisher factions by the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers within the next two 
Final discussions on the 


terms of the new agreement are 
scheduled for the meeting to be held 
by the society’s board of directors 
this Thursday (10). Decision to 
put out the new agreement was 
made at a gathering of the director- 
ate last week. 

Responsible to a_ considerable 
measure for the move to tie up the 
membership at this time is the sug- 
gestion made by the broadcasting 
interests that before continuing the 
negotiations for a new five-year 
contract between radio and music 





weeks. 


have its writers and publishers ex- 
tend their agreement with ASCAP 
over the period of years involved. 
Contract that ASCAP has with its 
members now expires December 
31, 1935. 

New contract that representations 
from the broadcasting and perform- 
ing rights camps have been parley- 
ing about will include the unexpired 
term the present deal between these 
two interests have yet to go. This 
agreement is dated to August 31, 
1935, and the revised five-year cove- 
nant would, it has been suggested, 
start from Sept. 1, 1934, providing 
the two factions by that time get 
together. 

Flopped in 1933 

Heads of the American Society 
distributed in early 1933 among the 
membership contracts calling for 
10-year extensions beyond the end 
of 1935; but the move blew up be- 
cause not a single publisher was 
willing to sign. Stumbling block 
here was a clause pertaining to the 
percentage of royalty splitting be- 
tween the publisher and writer 
delegations, which the publishers 
charge was open to various inter- 
pretations because of the ambigu- 
ous verbiage. About 600 writer 
members did signature, but these 
contracts were several months later 
returned to them on the demand of 
Sigmund Romberg as head of the 
Songwriters’ Protective Association, 


ASCAP RATE COMMITTEE 
GIVEN MORE FREEDOM 


Directorate of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, at a meeting held last 
week, agreed to allow the organiza- 
tion’s rate committee more latitude 
in adjusting licensing fees of res- 
taurants, cafes, ete. Under this 
dispensation, the committee can 
now ,work out compromises with 
recalcitrant spots without referring 
the matter to the Society’s board 
of directors. 

Still. in process of settlement is 
the dispute that arose after the 
rate committee set $4,800 as the 
annual tax to be paid by the four 
leading Broadway spots, the Ca- 
sino de Paree, Paradise, Hollywood 
and the Palais Royal. 











Aaronsons Splitting 


St. Louis, May ¥. 
The Irving Aaronsons are in the 
throes of a matrimonial split-up, 
The leader of Aaronson’s Come 
manders is playing here at the Jef- 





ferson hotel and due for a Coast 
engagement. 

His wife, Christine Marston, 
dancer, has just returned to New 
York, after engagements on the 
Riviera and in Paris. 

Herbert Stothart has. written 
music to Elizabeth Barrett Brown- 


ing’s poem ‘Inclusions,’ which will be 
used as a theme song for Metro’s 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street.” Song 
will be title “Wilt Thou Take My 





among vaude performers. 


Hand.’ 


it would be mete for the society to 
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%5-Year-Old 5% Booking Commish 


Custom May Be Hit by N. Y. State 


Amendment Banning 








Possibility that booking offices 
may shortly be restrained by law 
from exacting commission from the 
salaries of acts booked in affiliated 
theatres now looms in New York 
State. An amendment to the penal 
code, signed by Governor Lehman 


and passed by the Legislature, 
makes the ‘kick back’ a misde- 
meanor. 

Law becomes effective next Sep- 
tember. The question is whether it 
will apply to show business, par- 
ticularly the vaudeville and radio 
branches, wherein commission 
charges by the employer or a rep- 
resentative of the employer is a 
common practice. 

In the vaudeville business the 
commish charging has been a bone 
of contention for 35 years. A dis- 
pute over it caused the White Rats’ 
strike against the managers, in 
general, and the U.B.O. (Keith's), in 
particular, in 1916. That strike 
lost by the actors, resulted in the 
White Rats’ ultimate fading. 

The question involved is over 
the right of the employer, as 
represented by the booking office, 
to charge the employee, as repre- 
sented by the actor, a fee for giv- 
ing him a job. In the case of the 
major or circuit-owned booking 
office, the booking office is in reality 
the employer, since it is theatre- 
affiliated. This probably would not 
apply to the strictly independent 
booking offices. 


Radio Chains Involved 


The major networks’ (NBC-CBS) 
artist bureaus, both owned and 
operated by the broadcasting com- 
panies which employ the artists, 
also might classify as employers. 

In vaudeville the common book- 
ing office commish fee is 5%. The 
money thus deducted from the acts’ 
salaries is used for ‘maintenance’ 
purposes, that is, to pay for the 
booking office overhead, Although 
purely a department of the com- 
pany itself, the actors have had to 
pay for its upkeep. In the old days 
the Keith (now RKO) booking office 
income on commissions ran as high 
as $10,000 a week. This affiliate 
of the circuit, in addition to paying 
for itself, returned to the circuit a 
huge profit every year. Now the 
commissions at RKO are’down to 
$1,500 a week and less, and for a 
time up until recently the booking 
office was operating at a loss. 

In radio the artist bureau com- 
mish deduction commonly runs as 
high as 15%. The networks de- 
scribe this charge as necessary to 
compensate the artist bureau for 
‘services’ rendered the artist.’ 


LaReine, Crippled, Directs 
Unit from. Wheel Chair 


Fred LaReine, former Broadway 
agent and actor, opens his ‘Day at 
the Circus’ unit for the summer at 
Revere Beach, Mass., May 19. Unit 
has been barnstorming in buses. 

LaReine is now crippled as the 
result of breaking his back near 
Chicago two years ago. His cour- 
age in organizing and managing a 
theatrical venture from a wheel- 
ehair has won him much admiration 
tm the profession. 











Akron Gets Penner 
Akron, May T. 


Loew's has done so well with units 
and vaudeville that Ernie Austgen, 
manager, has been notified that he 
gets Joe Penner for a full week 
commencing June 1. Also gets the 
Cab Calloway band. Currently play- 
ine Dave Apollon’s Continental 
Revue. 

Looks as though vaude will run 
well into the summer unless a par- 
ticularly vicious hot spell slaps it 
down. 





PAULINE COOKE 
1674 Broadway 
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ins ‘Kickbacks 


Flinn May Receive 
Vaude Committee’s 
Report This Week 


John C. Flinn, back from his trip 
to the Coast, will attempt to get 
around to a meeting some time this 
week with he permanent vaudeville 
code committee of three anent the 
latter’s report on the variety sit- 
uation. Committee consists of Sam 
Dembow of Paramount, Charlie 
Moskowitz of Loew's and Leslie 
Thompson of RKO. 

Committee was appointed follow- 
ing Administrator Rosenblatt’s de- 
cision to let the vaude section of 
the code stand as is. Committee 
has been functioning for three 
weeks for the purpose of possibly 
easing up the code provisions where 
they pinch one faction or another. 
Report of the committee on its 
findings thus far, along with any 
suggestions it can make as to cor- 
recting present code _ difficulties, 
will be made to Flinn. 


Phil Harris Musickers 
On 4-Wk. Vaude Tour 


Phil Harris band is set for a four- 
week swing of picture houses. First 
date is the Paramount, New York, 
where the unit opens Friday (11). 

Other stands that follow are the 
Paramount, Brooklyn; Palace, Chi- 
cago, and the Fox, Detroit. 














Unit Reviews 


—_———_ 


SPIC AND SPAN — 


(PITT, PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, May 4. 


This one simply won't do. It’s a 
weak sister and only excuse is The 
Ingenues, aH-femme band and for 
years a standard vaude flash act. 
That’s precisely what it remains 
here, and additional talent that fills 
out to required unit running time 
is just so much excess. 


Ingenues’ instrumental combos all 
make for excellent audience stuff 
and idea of having flock of them 
play the same instruments in ‘one’ 
all through show is only novelty in 
entire unit. A dozen do a banjo 
chorus, several more pump a flock 
of concertinas, eight or nine come 

n for a sax ensemble and they 
wind up all fiddling a reprise to a 
harp solo. Ingenues’ also have a 
singing trio, fair, and a couple of 
members who come down front for 
a little chatter, but shouldn't. One 
in particular, who does a whistling 
specialty, tried a few lines with the 
m.c. and couldn't be heard beyond 
first couple of rows. 

Arangements only average, and 
outfit not too strong on s.a., but 
they get by okay, chiefly on novelty. 

Otherwise, ‘Spic and Span’ is 
dull, clumsily staged and cries aloud 
for some good comedy. Opens on 
full stage with Ingenues, followed 
by a fellow who starts as m.c. and 
winds up doing a stooge in the box 
turn in unit’s early section. Gags 
are borrowed from everywhere and 
only laughs here were provided by 
an audience heckler who shot back 
the answers before stooge got 
around to them. 

Following this a comedian by the 
name of Earl Faber takes over m.c. 
duties, and is on practically for the 
remainder of the show, which isn’t 
exactly a break for the show. With 
him is a blonde dancer and a line of 
chatter than was old when Maggie 
was young. 

Specialties also include Thelma 
Ray, brunet looker who registers 
mildly with a toe-tap dance, and a 
young trio, Kramer, Rich and Hardy 
in a turn that has a chance, but 
not in its present form. Right now, 
there’s not enough precision to their 
spills and falls and girl member is 
just a little too boisterous. The 
Radioettes, three girls introduced as 
ex-WMCA stars, very ordinary with 
their harmony vocalizing and imita- 
tions of Joe Penner, Mae West and 
Boswells. 

Unit winds up in rousing military 
drill number with girls’ band pound- 
ing away briskly at fleck of snare- 
heads. There’s a chance for a unit 
around The Ingenues, but it'll take 





better surrounding talent. Cohen. 





New Acts 


RAMONA and JACK FULTON 
Singing, Piano Solos 

14 Mins; Two and a Half 

Earle, Wash. 


This is one of those smooth class 
acts which presents a gal who can 
play the piano and vocalize and a 


guy who can sing, neither of whom 
tries to do anything else. Not flashy 
enough to rate top billing if pair 
went on cold, but with radio rep 
behind 'em they go over very nicely. 

Ramona sits at piano except when 
she takes final bow. Fulton walks 
on for his numbers, with Ramona 
doing all the introducing. Act works 
in 2%, using grand piano, two mikes 
ind nothing else but effective spots 
from booth and foots. 

Open up with duet of ‘Heat Wave,’ 
Ramona plays and sings ‘True’ and 
‘Goopy Geer,’ Fulton returns for 
‘Thousand Goodnights’ and they 
dovble up on ‘Let’s Fall in Love.’ 
Numbers are nicely balanced giv- 
ing Ramona plenty of chance for 
trick work on the ivory and comic 
vocals. 

Duet vocals are handled well with 
Ramona taking every other line and 
Fulton handling the notes which are 
supposed to hit the roof. Plans are 
that pair, when they get into their 
stride, will pull in some bantering. 
This should be handled carefully or 
atmosphere is distinctly matter of 
singing, playing and getting off, and 
clicks as such. 


PAUL RENARD GIRLS (4) 
Jaw Act 

6 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

Might be unfair to suggest that 
the finale number, which has the 
girls of this turn swinging by a jaw 
hold from a trick mechanism as the 
mechanism twirls around, if worked 
faster could be a climactic punch 
for almost any program. The girls 
do the trick okay, but it seems slow, 
and by that one improvement could 
jump the act from opening to clos- 
ing. The mechanism is an oblong 
frame, with gadgets and loops usu- 
ally used by trapezists, but the bot- 
tom has swivel with a rope. An off- 
stage pulls the rope and makes the 
mechanism whirl. Rest of what the 
girls do is the usual trapeze posing 
and jaw stuff. Opened okay when 
caught on a five-act layout. 

The act may be foreign as the 
files don't record. The Paul Renard 
who titles the act may be the rope 
puller and general helper who offs 
and ons. Girls do all the perform- 
ing. Hardly athletic type, thus mak- 
ing the act somewhat different. 
White gym costumes and bare- 
legged while performing under white 
lights throughout. Shan 


DAWN and DARROW REVUE (6) 
Dance Flash 

13 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

Nicely patterned dance flash. Its 
main punch is where the lad of this 
partnership has the girl lying hori- 
zontal on his upraised arms and he 
pinwheels about at a fast clip. Does 
this twice in different formations 
and hands the customers something 
to remember after leaving the thea- 
tre. That's showmanship. Particu- 
lar apt for unit work. Caught as 
the finalist on a five-act program 
layout, and over. 

This twirling stuff done in eve- 
ning clothes and the Indian adagio 
turn done early in the act by the 
same pair of principals in white cos- 
tumes against a scrim background 
depicting a lake front and moon 
setting are the highlights of the act. 
Rest, while not unusual, neverthe- 
less perform tastéfully. Three bru- 
nettes and a lad. Two of the girls 
duet. One solos with an eccentric 
acro. In the usual dance flash style 
these four do heel and toe routine, 
the solo girl doing an eccentric acro 
that takes. Additional attribute is 
that, with the Indian thing being a 
possible exception, other numbers 
are not overlong performed. Red 
spot for the Indian number is nat- 
ural, while rest takes a white glow. 

Shan. 


SHEPPARD, CARLETON, and 

PRITCHARD (5) 

Dancing 
12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Mixed quartet carries the heavy 
burden of this flash, with a third 
girl accompaning on the piano. It’s 
a pleasant little act, neatly mounted 
and dressed, with dancing the pre- 
dominant note, although one of the 
gals sings pleasingly preceding her 
solo dance. 

Hoofery ranges from regular heel 
and toe work to a stair dance by 
one of the girls. Interspersing is 
a comedy knockabout routine by 
one of the mixed teams, a solo acro 
dance by one of the girls, and the 
same from one of the lads. The 
boys are Sheppard and Pritchard, 
while the girls are the Carletons, 
apparently twins. Pianist is un- 
billed. 


Hal LeRoy Tops Unit 


RKO adds Hal LeRoy to the 
‘Sweet and Low’ unit at the Pal- 
ace, Chicago, next week. Dancer 
will top the billing... 

Unit is the former Billy Rose’s 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ revised by the pro- 
ducer thig season under the new 
title. 








$2 ‘Amateur’ Dates for Pro Acts 


Getting to 





Penner’s Vaude Dates 


Now Ex-Sandays Due 
To N. Y. Broadcasting 


Joe Penner, after his next two 
weeks for Loew at the Valencia and 
Paradise in Greater New York, will 
take on some dates in Rochester, 
Albany, etc., with the proviso he can 
drop out of the Sunday shows be- 
cause of his broadcasts. 

Penner refuses to do any com- 
mercial etherizing on his regular 
Sunday night half-hour for Stand- 
ard Brands away from the NBC 
studio in New York. 

Last week at Loew's State, with 
$31,500 to shoot at before any per- 
centage break, Penner did an okay 
$27,000 on the week in face of bad 
weather and other conditions. Good 
average for the house recently has 
been around $20,000. 


Team’s Speeding Troubles 
Also Troubled Par Staff 


Paramount, New York, stage staff 
had a hectic time due to many mis- 
haps the current week's opening 











day (Friday). Stage show ran 
more than 10 minutes short, in- 
stead of going overtime, at the 


opening performance because of late 
arrival by the Nicholas Bros. 

Colored team, driving in from 
Chicago to make the Broadway 
date, was pinched twice for speed- 
ing on the way and delayed each 
time. They arrived after the first 
show was over. But house found 
the show too short even after the 
Nicholases were in, so added Mack 
and LaVelle Friday night. 


Sam Tishman Acquires 
2d Ilimois Grind House 


Wheaton, IIll., May 7. 

Sam Tishman, who became an ex- 
hib upon taking over the Paramount 
here a year and a half ago, is ex- 
panding. 

Former Keith and RKO vaude- 
ville booker is leasing the Tivoli, 
Downers Grove, Ill, 1,400-seater 
and the only theatre in town. He'll 
retain the local Par, playing 
straight pictures in both houses. 


Fields-Seeley Set 


Hollywood, May 7. 

Benny Fields and Blossom Seeley 
have left for Detroit, where they’ll 
open at the Fox, May 25. Stands 
at State Lake, Chicago, Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh to follow. 

They'll return here July 1, as Miss 
Seeley has several pic deals pending. 














Be a Regular Biz 


The almost forgotten ‘family time’ 
is making a comeback—starting 
way down at the bottom via $30- 


budget ‘amateur shows’ which entail 
pro acts working at an average of 
$2 per. 

It’s one way for acts to while 
away lay-off time, which has be- 
come a constant habit with some, 
while also affording nabe theatres 
stage shows at an almost insignifi- 
cant cost. Some acts work as many 
as six ‘amateur’ shows a week, net- 
ting $12 with which to make a half- 
hearted attempt to kid the wolf at 
the door. 

With the general decadence of 
vaude time, the ‘novice’ events have 
been growing in scope until at pres- 
ent some of the contest promoters 
are booking as high as 20 houses 
for one ‘amateur show’ a week 
apiece. One of these is Will Green, 
who books the show, acts as m.c., 
and furnishes a piano player all for 
$30, out of which he pays four or 
five acts their $2 each. 

Win, Place, Show 

Also out of the $30 the booker re- 
ceives is supposed to come the prize 
money for the winners of the con- 
tests, which usually runs $5 for first, 
$3 for place, and $2 for show. But, 
says Green, the actual amateurs sel- 
dom win, and the pros, win or lose, 
do not collect more than the $2 they 
were promised in the first place. 

It’s a small-time biz on a small- 
profit basis, profits for the promoter 
seldom exceeding’ $10 per show. 
Once in a while, Green admitted, 
when a pro turn becomes a fav 
‘amateur’ with the audiences of a 
certain house, he’s got to raise the 
salary to $3, which cuts further into 
his net. 





Chi’s Downtowners 
Chicago, May 7. 


Vaude is going 'way back to find 
new sources of talent, inasmuch as 
family and small-time vaude are 
non-existent. It has gone back to 
the get-the-hook days, but with the 
hook, bringing back the amateur 
nights under new: and _ fancier 
names. 

These amateur nights are not only 
being run by cheap houses, but also 
by the cream theatres and circuits 
in the midwest. It has been re- 
vived only about a month now, but 
has clicked so soundly that the idea 
is spreading fast. It was begun by 
the Jones, Linick & Schaefer loop 
spot, the State-Lake, and marked 
the first time in the history of the 
town that a first-run loop house ran 
an amateur showing. Several acts 
have been discovered that would 
otherwise be still unknown. 

B. & K. has installed amateur ses- 
sions at the Southtown and special 
afternoon shows at the loop Orien- 
tal, and is considering spreading the 
idea to other houses. 
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‘AGENTS ‘AW NUTS! TO MOSS” 








- Str. Vaude Venture at Cosmo. 
Depends Strictly on Relatives 


Emmett Moore, who heretofore 
has confined himself to puttering 
around with Irish minstrelsy and 
films, last Saturday (5) reopened 
the Cosmopolitan for what he her- 
alded as a ‘marathon show,’ includ- 
ing vaudeville, grand opera, Irish 
minstrelsy, etc. Conglomeration was 
to run anywhere from three to six 
hours, and everybody on a co-op 
basis. What Moore ended with 
when he finally parted the traveler 
Saturday night was mostly a flock 
ef amateurs. 

At the show’s start the count out 
front totaled less than $30. And 
this was after the house had been 
open two hours. Moore announced 
6.30 p. m. as the show’s starting 
time, but was close to 8.30 when he 
actually began to strut out his mot- 
ley crew of adenoidal warblers, 
superannuated piccoli virtuosi, and 
bunion-afflicted buck and wing 
dancers, all of it pathetically honkéy- 
tonkish. 

Even though most of them were 
in on paper, the customers started 
walking after the first item. After 
a half hour of the going, it was 
ebvious what held the majority of 
the handful left. Their relatives or 
friends were still due to make their 
bow on the stage. Something went 
wrong with the pit combo that was 
also to have come in on the co-op 
idea, and the amateur retinue had to 
work to a piano. Included among 
Moore's flock was an elderly bag- 
piper named Minnie, and another 
lass in the sixties who caroled a 
meaningless ditty to the accom- 
paniment of a toy accordion. 

In the notices he sent around to 
the newspapers, Moore described 
his venture as a step towards re- 
lieving the plight of ‘unemployed 
professional players who prefer 
work to charity.’ The house, he fur- 
ther let it be known, had been given 
him for a small percentage of the 
gross. What the box office had 
taken in after the doors had been 
open three hours wasn’t enough to 
pay for the electric juice consumed 
up to that point. 

At 3 o’clock Monday afternoon 
(yesterday) Moore was still oper- 
ating. There were 13 people in the 
house and he had added to his bill 
an elderly ventriloquist and a fe- 
male impersonator. 


Oumanskys Out of Fox, 


B’klyn; Flo Kelly Back’ 


Alex Oumansky and his wife, 
Peggy, are dropping out of the Fox, 
Brooklyn, after the next show, Fri- 
day (11). 

Flo Kelly comes back May 18. 


Caliithiricinlies Pollock 


John Pollock is running for Con- 
gress on the Republican ticket in 
the Ninth District, New Jersey. 
Hopes to win the nomination in 
the primaries on May 15. 

For years with the photograph 
bureau of Keith-Albee’s publicity 
department, then later with RKO, 
Pollock for the past year has been 
lecturing to women’s clubs on the 
theatre. He is a brother of Chan- 
ning Pollock. 


U. S. Team Cancelled 


London, April 28. 

Paul and Grace Hartman, Ameri- 
can comedy dance team, were can- 
celled after the first show at the 
Palladium, April 23, and paid off 
for jthe two weeks’ engagement. 

Team has three more weeks in 
England for General Theatres and 
two in Paris. , 


) Condens s Band 


Dave Gardner, m.c., who has been 
of the cruise directors for Na- 
S.S. Rotterdam 
taking a band 
vaudfilm-nitery 


tional Tours on the 
and Statendam, is 
for 


unto himself 

engagements. 

, The Columbians combo and Gard- 
ner are merging. 








‘HARRIS NAMED STAGE 
PROD. AT CHI PALACE 


Chicago, May 7. 

Through the recommendation of 
City Manager Jim Christy, the RKO 
Palace will install Will Harris as 
general stage director and producer. 
Harris, formerly presentation pro- 
ducer for Balaban & Katz, will su- 
pervise the vaude bill on dressing 
and costuming of acts, lighting and 
general production effects. 

Also to direct girl lines if the 
tentative plan of the Palace to pro- 
duce big shows for the World’s Fair 
goes through. 


AFA Gets Clubrooms; 
To Meet with Club 
Agents Over Ethics 


American Federation of Actors, 
which thus far has operated out of 
a one-room office in the Edison 
hotel, is moving into its own club- 
rooms this week. Location is in 
the building at 156 West 44th 
street, New York. 

Ralph Whitehead goes to Phila- 
delphia later this week to attend 
an AFA organization meeting there, 
and for the purpose of setting up 
a Philly branch. Next week he’ll 
travel to Washington and Boston 
on the same mission. 

All club agents and bookers in 
New York have been asked to at- 
tend an AFA meeting May 16, at 
which the chances of a workable 
code of ethics for the club field 
will be discussed. AFA estimates 
there are 60 ‘reputable’ club agents 
in town, and declares the majority 
of the better class agents in that 
field have signified willingness to 
cooperate with the actors’ organ- 
ization. 


150 ATTEND TRIBUTE 
TO AGENT JOHN HYDE 


What originally was intended as 
a small beefsteak affair for Johnny 
Hyde of the William Morris office, 
by a few of his friends and fellow- 
agents wound up as a tribute from 
a crowd of vaudevillians that jam- 
med Cavanaugh’s chop house 
banquet hall. It happened Wednes- 
day night (2), with 150 attending. 

Affair was sponsored by the Loew 
agents’ association as a tribute to 
Hyde for his efforts in reorganizing 














that group of artists’ reps. as a 
benevolent and social society. The 
Loew agents’ movement was _ in- 
strumental in dissolving the 
NATAR. 

Hyde drew a roasting and a 


toasting from the master of cere- 
monies, Joe Laurie, Jr., and the 
several speakers. Among the latter 
were: J. H. Lubin, Sam _ Lyons, 
Henry Chesterfield, Ralph White- 
head, Abe Lastfogel, Jay Wolf and 
Joe Flaum. Telegrams were re- 
ceived from Cardinal Mundelein 
and Mayor Kelly of Chicago. 

J. H. Lubin told of Hyde's start 
in the Loew office as a boy. Joe 
Schenck, retiring as the Loew book- 
ing manager to be succeeded by 
Mr. Lubin, brought Hyde into the 
office and recommended that he be 
given a_ job. Some years later 
William Morris asked Loew to re- 
lease Hyde, then a booker, to per- 
mit him to join the Morris agency. 

Hyde outlined in his speech the 
purpose of the Loew agents’ as- 
sociation and the reasons for 
Morris office’s refusal to join the 
NATAR movement and subscribe 
to its ‘code of ethics’. Regarding 
the latter, Hyde said, ‘While the 
idea may have been nobly inspired 
it would have led to grave conse- 
quences...the Morris office de- 
murred because though the plan 


(Continued on page 59) 
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‘LEGAL TEST GSE 
[a BROADWAY DEF 


Subpoenas Disregarded on 
Advice of Counsel—Moss’ 
Compromise to Shut Eyes 
to Five Percent Maximum 
Commish in Employment 
Agency Law Laughed Off 
—Enlists B’way Associa- 
tion 





—— ee 


$500 FINE 





License Commissioner Paul Moss 
was given an ‘or else’ edict by the 
RKO, Loew and Indie vaude agents’ 
counsel, Maurice Goodman and 
Harold Goldblatt, Friday (4) in the 
battle between the city official and 
the reps. on the former’s demands 
that all theatrical agents must be 
licensed as employment agencies. 
The ‘or else’ was, in effect, that un- 
less Commissioner Moss issued sum- 
monses he would not again get the 
opportunity to put the agents on 
the carpet, as he’s trying tu do by 
issuing subpoenas wholesale in the 
Broadway theatrical district. 

The defi was hurled at Commis- 
sioner Moss after a few of the cir- 
cuit and indie reps trekked down- 
town Friday morning after getting 


(Continued on page 54) 


12 ACTS WITH 
20-MIN. ‘PLAY 


Chamberlain Brown will open a 
combination of straight vaudeville 
and condensed plays in the Lyric 
on 42d street, New York, May 14. 
Plans to use 12 vaude acts and a 
20-minute version of a play three 
times daily at a 25-50¢ scale, 
changing weekly. 

First play will be Brown’s own 
‘Idle Tongues’ ani will finale each 
show the first week. 

Lyric, former legit house, has 
had a varied policy the last few 
years, Lately it has been operated 
on a lease by Harry and Joe Brandt 
as a grind pix spot. While the 
combo of vaude and condensed 
plays is new to New York and es- 
pecially Broadway, the idea has 
been tried ovt of town. 














Invite Mrs. Wm. Morris to Serve 
Without Pay as NVA San ‘Mother’: 
Maybe $200,000 on Current Drive 





Mrs. Emma Morris, widow of the 
much respected agent and show- 
man, William Morris, has been in- 
vited by the NVA Fund board of 
directors to serve as the ‘mother’ 
of the NVA Sanatorium at Saranac 
Lake, N. Y¥. Invite comes through 
Harold Rodner, Warner exec, who 


N. Y. Agent Asked 
To Sue Demarest for 
Palladium Cancellation 


George Black, general manager of 
General Theatres, Ltd., of England, 
has requested Dick Henry, New 
York agent, to bring suit against 
Bill Demarest for breach of a six- 
weeks contract for the Palladium, 
London, seheduled to start May 21. 
Demarest had been booked for the 
annual ‘Crazy Show’ at the house. 


Comedian, now in California, noti- 
fied Henry and subsequently Black 
that he could not fill the engage- 
ment, due to the illness of Ruth 
Mix, daughter of Tom Mix, and a 
member of his act. When Black 
cabled that the ‘Crazy Show’ had 
been written around Demarest and 
that the comedian should sail with 
another girl, or with none at all, 
Demarest answered he _ couldn't 
work with a partner other than 
Miss Mix. 

Jans and Whalen were a last- 
minute choice to take Demarest’s 
place, sailing Saturday (5) for Eng- 
land, 


W&V OPENS 5 TOWNS 
IN PA.-VA. TO UNITS 


Wilmer & Vincent has opened 
five towns to units, playing the 
minnie revues on straight pe-cent- 
age deals from the first dollar. 














Towns and theatres, are the 
States in Easton and Harrisburg; 
Colonial, Allentown; Norva, Nor- 


folk, and National, Richmond. With 
the exceptions of Norfolk and Rich- 
mond, full-week stands, the thea- 
tres are three-day splits. 

Joe Eagen, W. & V.’s general 





manager, is doing the booking. 





Actors, Turned Pinkerton, Catch Up 
With Manager's Double Entry System 





Vaudevillians playing percentage 
dates in the sticks aren’t picking 
up any fortunes, but they are get- 
ting a world of practical expe- 
rience in bookkeeping and private 
detective work. The acts say thpt 
in many spots in the hinterlands 
it’s necessary for an actor to be 
more than an actor in order to ob- 
tain the correct change and a 
square count on a percentage en- 
gagement. 

Lots of the boys on the hoof, who 
formerly couldn’t pick a number 
between three and five, are now 
expert mrthematicians, having had 
to delve into the intricacies of 
trigonometry in order to protect 
| themselves against a wrong shake 
|In addition tou keeping an all-day 
eye plastered on the box of- 





| eagle 


fice and door, the actors and com- 
|pany managers have to watch for 
jhidden trick on the part of the 


management, they contend. 
M’g’r’s Chiseling Sister 

One unit playing the south dis- 
covered a fast one two weeks ago, 
but not unti! it arrived in the next 
town 56 miles away; too late to 
have anything done about it. The 


house 








house manager’s sister played stock 
in the box office all week, but it 
was explained at the start that she 
always sat in the cage and nothing 
more was thought of it. 

Troupe learned later that the 
sister had a duplicate roll of tickets 
in her pocketbook, which she held 
under the ticket window sill, every 
now and then slipping the cashier 
a ticket to sell. The duplicate num- 
bered tickets were palmed by the 
ticket chopper a* the door, and the 
corresponding money deducted from 


the gross. As the tickets totalled 
up even, no discrepancies were 
noticed 

Many units, to guard against such 
stunts, carry their own printed 
rolls of tickets, which they insist 
must be used in place of the thea- 
tre’s ducrts before they'll sign the 
contract. They figure this as the 
safest means to check the sales of 
tickets, with no chance of the house 
slipping in a dupe roll if it hasn't 
one that matches Another pre- 
caution taken by the shows is to 


demand that the show-owned ticket 
rolls be changed in color several 
times daily. 


is handling the NVA reorganization 
for the circuits. Believed that upon 
Rodner’s return from a Coast trip 


Vednesday (9) Mrs. Morris will 
signify her acceptance. 

Mrs. Morris will serve without 
salary, visiting the Sar daily and 
residing at the Morris summer 
home, Camp Imtermission, about 
five miles from Saranac. As the 


San’s ‘mother’ Mrs. Morris will be 
carrying on what she has been do- 
ing for the past six years, only 
henceforth it will be official. 

The annual NVA drive for funds, 
which commenced Friday (4), will 
be the most successful in several 
years, according to indications up 
to yesterday (Monday). While col- 
lection figures aren’t yet available, 
with no reports having been made 
that early by the theatres, it ap- 
pears that ast year’s $120,000 gross 
may be almost doubled. This is 
due to participation of close to 
twice as many theatres. Houses in- 
volved in the current countrywide 





drive number 2,487. 
Music Hall Too 


All theatres taking part are using 
the talking trailer supplied by the 


NVA Fund. Talent comprises 
Walter Huston, Jimmy Durante, 
Robert Montgomery, Block and 


Sully and Lanny Ross. It was made 
at the Fox studio, New York, on 
film contributed by Eastman and 
DuPont, and arranged by A.P. 
For the first time every Times 
Square theatre in New York and 
all the important independent 
theatres in the country, are par- 
ticipating as well as the Radio City 


Music Hall, Last year the NVA 
collections were nixed at Radio 
City. 


With the overhead cuts to be 
made at Saranac Lake and in New 
York, and particularly on the lat- 
ter’s social end, the NVA will need 
about $200,000 to operate for the 
coming fiscal year. It is anticipated 
this amount will be obtained from 
the drive alone without necessity 
of resorting to additional fund rais- 
ing. The funds recently advanced 
to the NVA by the circuits, to 
carry the organization between Jan. 
1. and the current drive, will sure- 
lv be covered. 

The New York benefit show at 
the Metropolitan Opera House 
usually staged on the Sunday night 
following the driv—- ,has been post- 
poned until next fall. 

Upon his return Rodner, it is ex- 
pected, will also name the San’s 
new medical head and supervisor 
who will top the medical staff as 
well as assume the duties of super- 
intendent which Mrs. Katherine 
Murphy relinquished last week. Re- 
port is that the new head man will 
be a sanatorium expert and spe- 
cialist from the Coast. Besides 
medical duties he will be required 
to bring down the NVA San’s pres- 
ent $32 a week per capita cost. 

Rodner may also announce 
changes in the New York adminis- 
trative end. NVA Fund hopes to 
move out of the costly 46th street 
clubhouse and into cheaper quar- 
ters by the first of the month, 
whether or not disposing of the 
New York clubhouse by then. 

Mrs. Morris has devoted half of 
her life to the care of patients at 
the NVA San. Although she has 
had no previous authority she be- 








came the patient's favorite visitor 
through her many kindnesses, As 
the San ‘mother’ she will look out 
for the patients’ soeial welfare. 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 7. 

Patients at the NVA San are in 
good spirits once more. The ten- 
sion which has prevai'ed ‘ere for 
the past seven years eased up last 
week upon the departure of Mrs, 
Katherine Murphy. 

Herman Levine, auditor, repre- 
senting Harold Rodner, of War- 
ners, is here straightening out the 
San’s administrative matters pre- 
paratory to the arrival of a new 


medical head. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 11) 


THIS WEEK (May 4) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 


| Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 

Palace (11) 
Paul Gerrits 
Violet Carlson 
Stuart & Lash 
Long Tack Sam 
(One to fill) 

(4) 





3 Cossacks 
Ames & Arno 
Sims & Bailey 
Harry Burns Co 


Eddie Garr 
Buster Shaver Co 
Walter Winchell 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (11) 
Mr & Mrs Crawford 
(4) 

Jesse Crawford 
DAVENPORT 
Keith's 
Ist half (11-14) 

Sally Rand Co 











HELD OVER 


2ND WEEK 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 
KAY, KATYA and KAY 
Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 








; (Others to fill) 
‘Martin & Martin 








Mattison’s Rhythms 
Academy 
ist half (11-14) 
Olvido Perez 
Ray & Harrison 
Ada Brown 
Joknny Burke 
California Rev 
2a half (15-17) 
Keller Sis & L 
Bob Hall 
Howard Woods Orc 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (8-10) 
6 Whirlwinds 
Helene Daniels 
Leavitt & Lockwood 
Mel Klee 
Duke McHale Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (11) 
Mattison’'s Rhythms 
Sims & Bailey 
George Beatty 
Eddie South Bd 
(One to fill) 
(4) 


Robbins 3 
Aunt Jemima 
Ray Ellis & L 
Johnny Burke 
Long Tack Sam 
Madison 
Ist half (12-13) 
Jans & Lynton Rev 
(Others to fill) 
Ist half (5-6) 
4 Gyrals 
Bill Telaak 
Ada Brown 
Goss & Barrows 
Bryant Rains & Y 
Tilyou 
Ist half (12-13) 
Sickle & Gray Rev 


Ist half (5-6) 


Bob Nelson 
Herbert Faye 
Earl Lavere 
Pahl & Leet Rev 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
2d half (15-17) 
Sally Rand Co 
Sally Rrand Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (11) 
Sweet. & Low 
Romona 
Jack Fulton 
Hal LeRoy 


(4) 
Adler & Bradford 


DETROIT 
Fox (11) 
Gracie Barrie 
Buster West Co 
Hddie Garr 
Walter Winchell 


Crazy Quilt 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (4) 
Sally Rand Co 
NEWARK 
Proctor’s (11) 
6 Whirlwinds 
I &'Neecie Stevens 
Vic. Oliver 
D & E Barstow 
Weist & Stanton 
(4) 


Olvido Perez 
Zelaya 

Jay Dilion’s Rev 
Arren & Broderick 
Rex Cole Mts 


NEW BRUNSWICK 
Keith’s 
Ist half (5-6) 
Miacahau 
Susan & Honey 
Gordon. Reed & K 
Marcelle & Williams 


ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (11) 
Benny Davis Gang 
(4) 


DeGuchi Japs 
Zimbalist & Humlin 
Weist & Stanton 
George. Beatty 
Don Lee & Trudina 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (11) 
P’rker & Sandino Co 
Mel Klee 
Bomby & Gang 
Arren & Broderick 
Great Gretanos 
(4) 
3 Whippets 
I & N Stevens 
Frank Richardson 
Lewis & Ames 


Peg Leg Bates 

Harry Savoy 

Cooper & Pickert R 
2d hatf (8-10) 

Milo 

Goss & Barrows 

Waiman's Saxonets 





Carlton & Bellew 


(One to filly 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 




















This Week: Ruthie Barnes; Johnny Boyle 
NEW YORK CITY; Metropolitan (11) 


Capitel (11) 
Warings Pennsyl'n's 
Boulevard 
Ist half (11-14) 


Large & Morgner 
Jerome Mann 
Maud Hilton 
2 Daveys ‘ 
Samuels Bros Rev 
\ 24 half (15-17) 


Bee Young Co 


Beatrice Kalmus Co 


Murray Gordon & I 


:,.Gordon Reed & K 


O'Donnell & Blair 
. Orpheum 
Ist half (11-14) 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Joseph Pope Jones 
Carl Shaw Co 
Bobby Gilbert 
Roye & Maye Rev 
2d half (15-17) 
2 White Flashes 
Jerome Mann 
2 Daveys 
_Bryant, Rains & Y 
Bob Murphy 
Paradise (11) 
Thurston 
State (11) 
Gawmtier’s Toy Shop 
Hal Young 
Dave Jones Co 
Mills Kirk & H 
Phil Spitainy Orch 
OKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (11-14) 
Bee Jung Co 
eatrice Kalmus Co 
urray Gordon &'I 
Gordon Reed & K 
O'Donnell & Blair 
2d half (15-17) 
Zelda Bros 


Arthur Lloyd 
. Buster Shaver 


Mawa Hilton: 
Samuels Bros Rev 


Johnny Perkins U 

Valencia (11) 
Jas Evans Co 
Lewis & Moore 
Vera Van 


Lupe - Velez 
' Kitchen Pirates 
BOSTON 

Orpheum (11) 

4 Gyralls 

F & P Trado 

Robbins Sis 

3 Swifts 

Mann Robinson & M 

(One to fill) 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (11) 
Byers & Libbys 
Andrea Marsh 
Sid Page 
Burns & Kissen 
Alex & Santos 
NEWARK 
State (11) 
Arthur LeFleur 
Roy Smeck 
Louise Gay Rev 
Joe Morris Co 
Alex Morrison 
PROVIDENCE 
State (11) 
Joe St. Onge Co 
Willie Solar 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Young Worth & W 
Gracella & Theo Co 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (11) 
Chas Carrier 
Adair & Richards 
Russ Elmer & A 


Rev 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (11) 
Phil Harris Bd 
Leah Ray 
3 Ambassadors 
Fred Sanborn 
Moore & Revel 
Georgie Tapps 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (11) 
Milton Berle 
(Others to fill) 
AUSTIN 
Paramount (11) 
Dancing H'neymoon 
* BOSTON 
Metropolitan (11) 
Up Pops the King 
BUFFALO , 


Boffalo (11) 
Dave Apollon Co 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (11) 
Gloria Swanson 
(Others to fill) 
(4) 


Roxy Gang 
Oriental (11) 
Earl Lavere 
(Others to fill) 


(4) 
Solly Ward 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Walter Nilsson 
3 Racketcheers 
Melvin & Raymond 





Stan Kavanaugh 
Vox & Walters 
Jimmie Neil 
Ted Cook 
Marbro (4) 
Buck & Bubbles 
Calif Varsity 
Ned Norworth 
Lee Twins 
Rio & Elliot 
8’ Fonzals 
DALLAS 
Paramount (11) 
Let's Cheer 
DETROIT 
Michigan (11) 
Lottie Mayer 
FORT WORTH 
Worth (11) 
Wither’s Follies 
HOUSTON 
Paramount (11) 
H Timberg’s Rev 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (11) 
Roxy Gang 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (11) 
George Olsen. Bd 
SAN ANTONIO 
Paramount (11) 
Dancing H'neymoon 
TORONTO 
Imperial (11) 
Marty Pickford Co 





- Warner 








BLIZABETH 

tz 
ist half (5-8) 
Up Pops the King 
2d half, (9-11) 
Ray Hughes & P_ . 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (11) 

Honey Fam 


Stewart Sis 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Frances Arms 
Garner Wolf & H 
Mazzone & Keene R 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (11) 


Jari Renee & V 





Central P’k Casine 


Eddy Duchin Ore 
Florence & Alvarez 


Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Frances Maddux 
Marian Davis 
Galli-Galli 
Godoy’s Tango Bd 
Dick Gasparre’s Or 


Chateau Cresta 
Sedane & Swar 
Evelyne Darville 
Dave Bernie Orch 


Club Kentacky 


Yvonne De Brier 
Renee Bernardi 
Doris Sax 
Gene O'Reilly 
Bobby Douglas 
Kitty Kelly 
Edith O'Hallissey 
Peggy O'Day 
Joe Lewis 
Wilma-Novak 
Honey Burns 
Dorothy Maxine 
Helen Lorraine 
Hal Thornton 
Kentucky Club Orc 
Club New Yorker 
Jack Rees Orc 
Club Richman 


Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Ore 
Commodore Hotel 
Isham Jones Ore 
Isabel Brown 
Cotton Club 
Cc Cc Rev 
Aida Ward 
Jimmy Lunceford O 
Croydon Hotel 
Charles Eckels Orc 
Delmonico’s 
Blanche & Elliott 
N Morton & . Boys 
Sid Tomack 
Selma King 
Dorothy Van Alst 
Satch & Satchel 
Joe Venuti & Orch 
Dubonnet 
Joe Fejer Ore 
El .Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adelina Duran 
Orlando Ricarde 
ABC3 
Pilar Arcas 
El Morocco 
Arthur Brown 


Dwight Fiske 
Mori's Rest 

Eddie Davis Ore 
Moulin Rouge, B’ka 
Larry McMahon 
Connie Lang 
Eleanore Gardner 
Frank Morey 
Martin Trini Orch 
New Wonder Bar 


(Union City) 


Ann Pennington 
Bernard & Rich 
Gale Tracy & L 
Lily Lido 

Noel Sherman 
Billy Arnold 

Joe Pape 

Edith Lowe 
Ernie Golden Ore 


Old Roumanian 


B Thomashofsky 
Regina Zuchenberg 
Ethel Bennet 
Anna Fiordorovna 
Viola Cody Co 
Sammy Calton 
Dorothy Lee 
Helen Dean 
Sylvia Strauss 
Frances Loring 
Hy Lemberg 

Ted Edwards 
Grabowsky Orch 


Palais Royal 


Georgie Tapps 
3 Ambassadors 
Edna Sedgwick 
Peggy Strickland 
Loomis Sis 


leah Ray 
Nitza Vernille 
Ina Ray « 


Jerry Cooper 
Machil & LaValle 
Phil Harris Orc 
Val Olman Orc 


Paradise 


NTG Rev 

Morton Downey 

J Johnson Orc 

Felicia Sore} 

Ann Lee Patterson 

Needa Kinkaid 

Bruno & Manon 

Earl, Jack & B 

Johnny Hale 

Iva Stewart 

Buck & Bubbles 

Tess Gardell 

Park Central Hotel 

Chas Barnett Orc 
Petit Palais 

Dimitri & Virgil 

Biltmore 3 

Nan Blackstone 

Jolly Coburn Orc 


Place Piquale 





Jos C Smith Orca 
Menendez Orc 


Dario & Diane 
Marion Chase 











Hory— AMES ad ALTHOFF=—atic 


Artists’ Representatives, Personal Managers and Producers 


1564 Broadway, ,New York—BRy. 9-8697 
CARLTON EMMY, This Week (May 4), Casino Varieties, New York 
“LET’S CHEER” Unit, Week May 12, Interstate 
“RBROADWAY TO RIO” Unit, Week May 11, Hippodrome 


Circuit 
, Baltimore, Md. 
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Kay Hamilton’ |, 
Geo Jessel ~ 
Seiler & Wills 
Sam Bennett 


4) 
Great Gretonas. 
Lewis & Van 
Oscar Lorraine. 


Oscar Lorraine 
Van Horne Dancers 
Cross & Dunn 

(4) 
Honey Fam 
Violet Carlson 
Hmile Bores : 
Donatella. Bros & C 





~ Independent 





Ruiz & Bonita CHICAGO 
ay el Oe hal State Lake (4) 
Capito! Pat Rooney 
ist half (4-7) Pat Rooney 3rd 
4 Cards Janet Reade 


Roy Cummings 
Florence Roberts 
Mona & Marino 
Roy Sedley Co 
Clyde Hager 
Herb Larimer Co 
‘Countess Monte C’ 
HOLLYWOOD 
Chinese (indef run) 
Gambarelli 
Jack Powell 
Cookie Bowers 


Jackie Hughes 
Billy Severin 
100 Voice Ens 
Grauman Ballet 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (3) 
Ross & Crandel 
Hoffman 
Semour & Corncob 
Sylvia & Clements 
Montrose & Kaye 
Duker & Dove 
Million Dollar (3) 
JI & G Dormond 
Gum Sis 
3 Ebony Steppers 
Tex Morrisey 





teo Stacy 





Fanchon 





& Marco 





NEW YORK “CITY 
Roxy (11) 
Del Campo 
Nash & Fately 
Garner Wolf & 
Wesley Eddy 
Gae Foster Girts 
(Others to fill) 
DENVER, COLO. 


H 


3 Ritz Bros Orpheum (10) 

Rimacs Fortunello & € . 
BALTIMORE Ade Duval : 
Century (11) Jay Mills 

Rector & Doreen (3) 

Geo Prentice Novelle Bros ; 

Johnny Lee & 3 L Jeanne Devereaux 


Fields & Seeley 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (10) 


Vanderbuilts 

Mayer & Evans 

Sunkist Ens 
(3) 


Ted Lawis 
Sunkist Ens ‘ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (11) 
Billy Costello 
Gilbert Diaz 
Tom Dick & Harry 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Gladys Beck 7 
(Others ,to, fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Orpheum 411) 
Ted Lewis 
Sunkist Ens. 
(4)° 


Kate Smith 
Bettina & Sylvia. 
Sunkist Ens 


Cabarets 


NEW YORK CITY 


Algonquin Hotel Thomara Doriva 


c ° i Clara Larinova 
ie etait Inez La Vail 


Street’ Singers 
Jay Whidden Rd 
Art Frank 











Clothiel Berryessa 
Airnue Rest Norman Astwood 
Siltan & Mari 
Erale ules Maurice Shaw Orch 
Bal Musette Lopez's Hawaiians 


Millard & Anita 
George Marshal 
Pierrots 
Madam Georgette 
Mme Yvette : 
Leon Bedore 
Apache Orc 

Bal Tabarin 
Betty Calton 
Paco & Estelle 
Can-Can Orc 


. Beaux Arts 


Casino de Paree 


Frances Williams 
Hal LeRoy 

Jimmy Savo 

Saxon Sis 

Holland & June 
Gomez & Winona 
Cardini 

Hinda Wassau 
Leon Friedman Orc 
Ben Pollock Orch 
Casino Town Club 
Breez Fletcher 





Danieis & Lyon 


Essex . House 
Glenn Gray Orc 
Gov. Clinton Hotel 
Enoch Light Ore 
Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Jerry Bergan 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Eddie Peabody 
Moore & Revel 
Beauval & Va 
Mickey Brants 
Iris Adrian 
Mathea Merryfield 
Marion Martin 
Drucilla Strain 
Gene Marvey 
Jerry Lester 
Holland Tavern 
Florence Bender 
Elmer Dade 
3 Blue Chips 
Hotel Dixte 
Art Kahn Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Raginsky Ens 
Hotel Gotham 
P Van Steeden Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 
Hotel Lincoln 
Pancho’s Orc 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 
Hotel McAlpin 
Sam Robbins Ore 
Hotel Montclair 
Harold Stern Ore 
Mario & Fioria 
Hotel New Yorker 
Charlie Davis 
Hausten & Harden 
Leata Lane 
Ruby Wright 
Hotel Pennsylvanian 
Don Bestor Ore 
Baron & Blair 
Hotel Pierre 
Jack Denny Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Rubinoff Orc 
Kelly’s 
Chiquita Venezia 
Peggy La Plante 
Jeanne McCauley 
Evelyn Thawl 
Claire Osgood 
Danny Higgens 
Ira Yarnell 
Carlos Lopez 
Billy Plaza 
Elaine McCoy 
Carlos & Marchan 
Joe Capella & Orch 
Kings Terrace 
Sid Tomack 
Rich’dson Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Chas Drew Bd 
Ron Perry Orch 
Maison Royale 
Antobal Cubans 
Marlborough House 
Vivian Vance 
Michael Zarin Orc 
Mayfair Yacht Club 








Lucien La Riviere (‘Allan Cales Ore 


Walker O'Neill Orc 


OrcT 


H Rosenthal Orc 
Don Alphonse Orc 
P Hote 

De Marcos 
Emil Colman Orc 
Restaurant La Rue 
Arthur Warren's O 
Ritz Tower 
Nat Harris Orc 
Russian Kretchuna 
Kuznetzof & N 
Samovar 
Mme Nicolina 
Radnefft 
Simon Philipoff 
Mon’'negro & Dorita 
P Zam’s Gypsy Bd 
Savoy-Plaza 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Sernet’s Pub 
Gertrude Moody 
Zora Gray 
Pat Whalen 
Billy Calligan 
Ann Ross 
Chris Meehan 
Simplon Club 
Owen & White 
Estelle Taylor 
King’s Jesters 
Wm Farmer Orc 
Sherry’s 
Harry Bush Orc 
Mario & Flario 
St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Wilkins & Meyers 
Sheila Barrett 
Vercell Sis 
St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Minor & Root 
Surf Club 
Jack Myers Orc 
Charitotte Murrie 
Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
Tavera, B’klyn 
Jack Murray Ore 
Theatre Cafe 
Chas Strickland Orc 
Henry Fink 
Tie Toc Club 
Cross & Dunn 
R & E Reyes 
Sugar Marcel 
Mimi Rollins 
Pomeroy Girls 
Buddy Fishers Orc 
Tuscany Hotel 
Bela Loblov Orc 
Ubangi Club 
Dave Martin Orc 
Vanderbilt Hote’ 
Joe Moss Orch 
Ward & Hopkins 
Village Barn 
Anthoni Trini Orc 
Beth Challis 
Eddie Ray 
Geo McGuire 
Frances McCoy 
Josh Medders 
Sir Jack Joyce 
3 Octaves 
Ruth Delmar 
Rose McLean 
Village Nut Club 
Cliff Clifton Rev 
Nutsy Fagan 


Louise Mitchel 

Allyn Reese y 

Walsh Bros 

Eddie Clifford 

Milt Spielman Orc 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Maurice Cordoba 

Margo 

Carmen 

X Cugat Orc 

E Madriguera Orc 
Wash Sq. Club 

Frank Farrell Orch 





CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Blackhawk 


Seymour Simons 

Earl Rickard 
Chez Paree 

Henry Busse Ore 
Club Leisure 


Lucio Garcia 
Billy Meagher 
Joe Manni’s Orch 
Betty Chase 
Jack Sexton Jr 
‘Sugar’ Harolds Or 
Club Royale 
Lee Morse 
3 Racket Cheers 
Nellie Nelson 
Szita & Annis 
Dorothy Wahl 
Fritz Miller Ore 


College Inn 


8 Evans Co-eds 
Jimmy Mattern 
Beuvell & Tova 
Frankie Masters Or 
Congress Hotel 


(Joe Urban Koom) 
Art Kassel 

Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tomasita 


Colosimo’s 


Julia Lyons 
Dorothy Henry 
Deronda & Barry 
Enrico D’Alba 
Eddie Deering 
Countess Boriska 
Signor Barsoni 
Art Buckley 

Bob Tinsley Ore 


Club Alabam 


Trudy Davidson 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Drake Hotel 


Slavie Ballet 
Stanley Hickman 
Biltmore 3 
Frances Willer 
Harriet Lindgren 
Ruth Lee 

The Crusaders 
Earl Burtnett Orc 


Edgewater Beach 


Csther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 
Harry Sosnik Orch 


Harry’s N. Y¥. Bar 


Don Penfield 
Germaine LaPierre 
Harry Harris 

Al Wagner 

Billy Meyers 
Elmer Schobel 
Joe Buckley Orch 


Hi-Hat Club 


Sunny Gaer 
Jimmy Cassidy 
Effie Burton 
Rick & Snyder 
Ruth Barton 
Dot Meyers 
K-9 Club 
Billy Brannon 
Half-Pint Jaxon 
Ed Casey Orc 
Leon La Verde 
Earl Partello 
George Oliver 
Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 





LOS ANGELAS 


LOS ANGELES 
Biltmore Bowl 
Hal Roberts Orch 
Cafe de Paree 
Hacker & Gray 
Marguerita Lucille 
Sims Sis 
Wanda & Dona 
Ken Willmarth 
Cocoanut Grove 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ted Fio-Rito Orch 
Club Ballyhoo 
Donald Kerr 
Anita Faye 
Dorothy Ates 
Lee McNally 
2 Peaches 





Weylin Hotel 
Michael Covert Orc 


Wing Club 


Harriett Lee 
3 Jays 


Wivel Cafe 


Amy Atinsaa 
Jack Wick 
Lillian Lorraine 
Ami Pavo 
Maidie Du Fresne 
La Salle Orch 


Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 

Maurie Moret Orch 


Club Minnet 


Sylvia Lee 
Yvonne Nova 
ilenry Mack 
Adelina Dossena 
Frank Sherman 


Mural Room 
(‘Brevort Hotel) 


Earl Estes 

Effigar Rice 

Stan Rittof€ Orch 
Jaros Sis 


Nut House 


Moe Lee 

Jo-Jo 

Geo DeCosta 
Harry Sherman 
Jiramy Lane 


“Opera Club” 


Edwina Mershon 
Lawrence Salerno 
Tom Gentry Orch 
Jose Rivas Orch 
Pierce & UHarris 


Palmer House 


Lydia & Joresca 
Stone & Vernon 

4 Calif’s 

Larry Adler 
Chauncey Parsons 
Abbott Girls 


Paramount 


Phil White 

Julia Gerity 

Edna Rush 

Miss Harriett 

Pearl Trio 
Rainbo Gardens 


Bill Aronson 
Shannon Sisters 
Laf’yette & L’Verne 
Countess E v Losen 
Keller & Field 
Gaylene Sisters 
Dorothy Thomas 
Jules Stein Orc 


Samovar 


Karyl Norman 
Leon Lavarde 
Dawn Sis 
Lyle Smith Orch 
Alice Rydner 


Terrace Gardens 


Roma Vincent 
Ainsley Lambert 
Clyde Lucas Ore 


Tin Pan Alley 


Al Sanders 

Eadie Hayes 
Crane Sis 

Vernon Craig 
Gwen Lorry 
Barney Gugle 
Stuart Woodbridge 
Floyd Townes Orc 


Via Lago 


Bobby Graham 
Crane Russell Orch 
Zita & Marcelle 
Jack Housh 
Wanda Kay 

Al Handler Bd 


225 Clob 


Al Garbell 
Edna Leonard 
Billy Richard 
Art West 
Jean LaMarr 


R 


Donald Faverot Orc 
Cotton Club 

Ellington Orch 

Hollywood Stables 

Buchanan Co 

Ted & Laurel 

Ted Fiorito 

Monia Hoi 

Joe Lewis Orch 


Paris Inn 


Little Morocco 
Pep Pontrelli Orch 


Monte Carlo 
Jan Wilde 
Carla Montel 
Rose Valyda 
Morello Bros 
Shapelle & R 2 





F.&M. Units in Indie 
As Competish to F-WC 


San Francisco, May 1. 
‘Century of Progress. Revue’ is at 








Bebe Moffee 


the Roosevelt, Oakland, this week, 
F&M sending it into the remodeled 
legit house in competition to Fox- 
West Coast’s stage shows at the 
Orpheum. 

Roosevelt, owned by Charlie 
Michaels, played a stock group for 
past three months. 





Empire, Newark, Folds 


Empire, Newark, went dark Sat- 
urday (5). Had been playing stock 
since dropping the Max Wilmer 
roadshows last winter. 

House was operated 
Herk, brother of L H. 


RKO Gets Blackstone 


Blackstone, at $2,000, opens for 
RKO in Syracuse May 25, going to 
Rochester the week following. 

Magician carries his own unit. 
RKO deal set by Max Tishman. 


by Harry 








Saranac. Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Leonard Cowley is: inhaling ozone 
in Asheville, North €arolina. 
did plenty of curing here. 

Little Marya Blake, who came 
back to ozone it up here, is pro- 
gressing very nicely with pneumo- 
thorax, 

Spring has collected its toll, only 
four ‘up’ patients left in the san, 
Tommy Vicks, James Marshall, 
Danny >“urphy and Hazel Gladstone, 
balance of gang-all in bed. 

Local firemen putting on a ‘Holly- 
wood Follies’ and it looks like a sell 
out. 

Murray Salet has taken over the 


Boy 


management of the Overlook Nite 
Club. 
Betty Huntington, that new ar- 


rival.at the lodge, can be remem- 
bered as having been with ‘The 
Gingham Girl,’ ‘Fountaina,’ ‘San 
Carlos Opera Co.,).and for years a 
feature with the ‘London Foster 
Girls.’ 

Louis Cohen (Warner, Bros.), also 
ex-vaudeville artist; is a newcomer 
at' the lodge. A little: run down, 
ozoning wiil do the trick for him. 

Jackie Roberts, of Seed and Lon- 
don, new arrival here, ‘now on the 
observation ogling period. 

Ben Schaffer went and done it 
again. Started on exercise and be- 
fore he knew it he wasted about 
three days of energy and is back in 
bed. 

Herman LaVine, Warner Bros, 
and NVA: Fund executive, at the 
lodge looking over the situation and 
making minor changes. 

Chester Rice, well-known p.a. and 
globe trotter, is back here summer- 
ing .at the Santonon: apartments, 
a yearly event with Chester. 

Dr. Edward Wells, noted knife 
wielder and ex-NVA_ operating 
medico, still has a yen for the theat- 
rical curers, his latch string always 
hanging out for the show folks. 

When Romeo Donatella left the 
lodge the medico told him to be 
eareful as he still needed nursing 
treat: ent, so last. week he ups and 
gets married to Mary Flynn, ex- 
NVA nurse. 

A flock of Brooklynites motored 
in on Salvadore :‘R gone and the 
Italian curer thought thar he was 
being taken for a ride, but after a 
formal introduction, all was okay. 

A. Bernard Merry, composer of 
‘My Buddy,’ is back ozoning at 
Tupper Lake, N. Y. 

Pauline Price, who saw a mess of 
curing here at the lodge, left with 
that all okay paper. She will Brook - 
lyn it while preparing to change 
that name from Miss to Mrs. 

Bert Schwimmer, a new arrival 
at the lodge, is on the ogling list. 
A little run down and a few dabs 
of Dr. Wilson's treatment will do 
the trick. 

Dan Astella gets his fourth ‘cut’ 
in two years. Dr. Warriner Wood- 
ruff doing the carving. 

George Harmon (Joy Bros. & 
Gloom) seems to be snapping out 
of the in-the-rut feeling. That lit- 
tle boy has seen plenty of in-bed 
sieging. 

Jerome N. Sewards; New York 
lawyer, week-ending it at the Leon- 
ard Grotte’s. Grotte has ozoned 
himself into a mess of okay reports. 

A petition was sent to Mr. Harold 
Rodner, signed by’ the patients of 
the San, asking him to please con- 
sider ‘the retaining ‘of Dr. George 
Wilson as the medico-in-chief of 
this institution. A better man would 
be hard to find. ~ 
_ Among the downtown curers who 
are knocking off good reports are 
Frisco DeVere, Chris Hagedorn, 
Mannie Lowy and.Johnny Monta- 
lese. or * 

Please write to. those you know in 
Saranac. 





? Units Bite Units 


Adoption of a unit policy by the 
Paramount, Staten Island, forced 
the St. George, opposition indie 
booked by Arthur Fisher, to follow 
suit last week. Latter has always 
been a five-act vaudfilmer, while the 


Par until Tuesday (1) played 
straight pictures. ‘ 
First unit for the St. George, 


‘Melody Mad Parade,’ went in Sagt- 
urday (5). Par is booked by Tope 
Feinberg. \ 


} 
Creedon’s Colored Unit \ 
Creedon has produced ak 





Billy 
new, all-colored unit, ‘A Nite in 
Harlem.’ The 35-people cast is 


headed by Maé Brady and her all- 
girl band. 

Splitting this week between New- 
burgh and Poughkeespie, N. Y. 
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—————————— 
(From Variety and Clipper) 
The Glorias, took the back page 
of VARIETY to stress the fact they 
had originated the skating dance. 


Reported that a new picture 
house would be built for Rothafel, 
where they later put up the Bond 


building. 





British govt. planning to build up 
British picture production. Asked 
authors to hold their stories to 
British release only. Famous Play- 
ers—Lasky, planned to make film 
there if it became serious. 





Baltimore police had to chase a 
picture theatre audience after it 
had been told to go home because 
there was a fire. Glued to the 
seats. 





Rumor had David Belasco retir- 
ing after his next production. He 
died in harness. 





Real French theatre announced 
for B’way. Just an idea that faded. 
There was a French troupe at the 
Garrick. 





Al Woods moved a show from 


44th street to 42d and _ business 
upped. Pointed out that location 
eounted. 


Actors’ Fund was trying to se- 
cure passage of a law making it 
a misdemeanor to promise to play 
a benefit and then not show up. 
Angle was that volunteers got the 
advertising without working. 





Raymond Hitchcock went to 
London for some dates but before 
sailing he had to post a $25,000 
bond that he would be back in 
time to rehearse the new ‘Hitchy 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





Chicago was worried about over- 
seating. Too many houses and 
still a couple more threatened. 
License fee raised from $200 to 
$1,000, but not much of a help. 





For the first time in nearly 40 
years New York was without a 
permanent minstrel troupe. The 
San Francisco minstrels had dis- 
solved and none to replace. Phila- 
delphia held out for 25 years more. 

Jacques Kruger, who had long 
been one of the lights of Tony Pas- 
tor’s co. presenting operetta and 
burlesque, went into musical com- 
edy; his second step up the lad- 
der. May Irwin had left a few 
weeks before to go to Daly’s. Lil- 
lian Russell had been out all sea- 
g60n. 5 





First circus smash of the season 
April 27 when two of the stock cars 
on the Forepaugh train broke down 
near Lancaster, Pa. No great dam- 
age and the horses were shipped in 
other cars to the next stand. 


Grandstand of Dr. Carver’s Wild 
West broke down at Memphis and 
20 persons hurt. Faulty construc- 
tion. 





Police arrested 16 persons ac- 
cused of setting up tent saloons 
near Barnum’s show lot. 





Clipper listed some 20 major cir- 
euses about to open, and scores 
of lesser ones. 





Owners closed the Comedy the- 
atre, N. Y., ‘rather than have Len 
Grover's ‘Great Scheme’ take in any 
more people.’ Pretty poor show. 


Strauss’ ‘A Night in Venice’ 
given its American premiere at 
Daly’s April 26. Handicapped by a 
Poorly translated libretto. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Publicity of income tax, subject to departmental regulations, becomes 
government policy again next year as result of Congressional approval of 
provision in new revenue law. Clause is compromise between extremists 
who wanted to revive the former statute and conservatives who oppose 
the practice in any form. 

Makeshift provision, satisfactory to President Roosevelt, who never 
made use of discretionary powers given him last year to open up income 
statements to public examination, calls for filing of summarized state- 
ment along with formal returns. Citizens must state on separate blank 
their total gross income, statutory deductions, net income, credits against 
net, and tax liability. 

Conceived as a means of curbing tax avoidance and exerting pressure 
to bring shearing of fat salaries, measure may lose most of its potency 
because of opposition of Treasury Department conservatives. Secretary 
Morgenthau and his chief aides are arrayed against the plan, but under 
terms of the compromise legislation have power to decide when and how 
these statements shall be examined by outsiders. 

Suggestion is that the treasury will promulgate strict rules to prevent 
statements from being used to compile sucker lists or for other selfish 
purposes. Examination may be allowed only to persons with legitimate 
reasons and publication of information may be expressly forbidden. 





A state right exchange man on the Coast gave a producer a new one 
in the matter of getting a picture for a projection room survey and then 
renting it out for previews. Man with his wife came to the producer 
saying they wanted to make a little money and would he let them have 
a certain picture to look at in their own projection room. 

Picture was turned over to the pair and about five days later a friend 
of the producer inquired how much he was charging for a preview rental 
of the film. Producer stated he would not preview until he sold the 
rights. He was then told the picture had been shown in several spots 
during the week. At the end of a week the producer finally got his print 
back and inquired why the man had not looked at it in his own pro- 
jection room. Answer was that the exchange man felt he would like 
several audience reactions before he bought and thought previews were 
best way to get them. Producer, however, got no revenue for these 
showings though the exchange man admitted he collected rentals. 


The publicity head of a major Coast studio held a staff meeting re- 
cently, at which time he declared not one member of his department 
knew the first rudiments of publicity writing, and threatened to install 
a school for writing for the underlings. Gang were plenty burned, as 
most of the press agents had held top spots in both the publicity and 
newspaper fields for many years. 

He further insisted that the company was not selling any of its per- 
sonalities, and every person under contract, when mentioned in a story, 
was to be credited with the last four pictures he appeared in for the 
company—regardless of how long ago the pictures were released. De- 
partment members fought back with argument that newspaper and syn- 
dicate writers would not take publicity puffs of such an obvious nature 
and other studios would lick the tar out of them in stories planted with 
such a plan in operation. 





N. Y. Daily News, which has been given to editorializing on show 
topics of late, minces no words in catechizing the Dickstein bills against 
foreign talent being imported into the U. S. This particular editorial 
was augmented by a cartoon which is a replica of an M.D.’s prescription, 
‘To cure the American movie industry of making the world’s best pic- 
tures—bar out the best actors from other countries.’ 

Attitude of the N. Y. tabloid is that even if the Garbos, McLaglens, 
Colmans, Arlisses, Deitrichs, Brooks, et al. do come over, they make 
money not only for American producers but enable American support- 
ing companies to flourish, they spend money in America, etc. 





Ed (Bish) Lenihan, manager of the Rialto, N. Y., went to bat in court 
with a doctor who got his dates mixed and sought a fee for a visit he 
didn’t make. Medico attended the Lenihan kids one day and looked 
over the Bish, too. After being paid his fee, the physician claimed he 
called to attend the manager the following day and sent another bill. 
Mrs. Lenihan was put on the stand, court asking whether the doctor did 
make a second visit. She answered: 

‘No, but he telephoned and asked: ‘Well, how is the big donkey today?’ 
Case dismissed. 


Paramount lawyers are nolding up the Fox West Coast deal for Par’s 
Coast theatre properties until proper appraisals of these properties are 
had, although otherwise the deal for the EWC takeover is set. Fox is 
sending Dan Michalove to the Coast to make such appraisals in asso- 
ciation with a couple of members from the Par home office who also have 
been sent to the Coast for this work. 

The FWC-Par deal is a percentage arrangement, FWC to operate 
and Par shares in profits. Deal does not include the Paramount, Los 
Angeles, which remains under Fanchon & Marco operation. 





Neil F. Agnew’s appointment as general sales manager in Paramount 
under George J. Schaefer, v.p. of the distribution branch, was a created 
post to relieve Schaefer of much of the detail resultant from his in- 
creased duties as general manager of the entire company, taking in 
other subsidiaries. Agnew has been acting as assistant sales manager in 
charge of the western territory. 





Many majors have decided on a Manhattan title cycle. Seems to trail 


‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (M-G). 
Radio has ‘Romance of Manhattan’ in script form, while Paramount 


is making ‘Manhattan Merry-go-round’. 
Fox is also working on a story with a Gotham title. 


Going to the recent MPTOA convention at Los Angeles after disposing 
of his theatre holdings in Tulsa, Okla., F. R. Smith is staying in Cali- 
fornia and may locate there permanently. 

Smith has leased or sold all of his picture houses and with his wife 


and daughter is living in Beverly Hills. 





Aftermath reports that there were under 200 bona fide exhibs at the 
convention in L. A. have gotten back to MPTOA and they are register- 
ing indignation. They claim they have the stubs to prove 985 persons 
paid $10 a head at the dinner and that of these 425 were ‘actual theatre 
owners’. 





Capitol, N. Y., is running Hollywood preview reviews as trailers on 
incoming attractions, 

First time a Broadway 
notices for builder-uppering. 


theatre has singled out Hollywood advance 
All are trade paper notices. 





When Winnie Sheehan wants to forget about celluloid he hies himself 
up to Frisco and three friends. Producer goes north to discuss politics 
and economics with an undertaker, a priest and a grocer. 





A divorcee who hit the Coast recently with plenty of publicity on 
her social affluence is evidently not so hot when it comes to meeting her 
obligations. A Beverly Hills cleaning establishment extended credit 
when it read about her standing, etc., and went the limit for a big 


account. 
When the bill was presented stalling was the process and the cleaners 


Inside Stuff—Music 


On the theory that the American Society of Composers, Authors and 

Publishers has been operating on its own stringent lines, Federal Trade 
Commission investigators have been around New York interviewing 
outsiders on ASCAP’s modus operandi. 
Federal T. C. interest dwells on the proposition that it discourages 
new music publishers coming into the business as new firms must go on 
a compulsory one year’s probatonary period, sans any remuneration. 
Afier year is up, the publishing firm is then given a classification rating. 
Meantime ASCAP has free use of these new firms’ music catalogs, with 
no compensation to the publishers just starting in the business whether 
or not they turn out a flock of hits in that first year of operation. 





N. Y. Daily Mirror's cable dispatch from London recounting that the 
Mills Brothers, their mother and several other colored people in Eng- 
land are having difficulty finding hotel accommodations is a total sur- 


prise on this side. 
Irving Mills, who took the Calloway and Ellington orchestras to 
London, is repeating in August with Ellington. Mills is the former 


partner of Tommy Rockwell who took the Mil!s Bros., et al. over with 
him on this present trip. Rockwell's N. Y. reps are likewise surprised 
and know nothing beyond the Mirror's item. 





Publishing firm with an extensive musical comedy and operetta l- 
brary has incurred the ill will of the ad agencies by its practice of re- 
fusing to extend the use of restricted numbers because the bandmen in- 
volved won’t play the same house’s pop releases. Radio department 
heads of these agencies are taking steps to prevail upon CBS and NBC 
to file a protest against what they term as ‘unjustified obstructionism’ 
with the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. 

Procedure that the general manager of the publishing’ firm pursues 
is invariably the same. When the society advises him that such-and- 
such band has through one of the networks asked permission to use a re- 
stricted tune from the firm's catalog he gets in touch with the band and 
puts on a plug for some of the numbers lately acquired. If the combo 
fails to agree to include in the proposed program at least one of the new 
tunes the bond hears from the network that the application to ASCAP 
for use of the restricted composition has been turned down. 

Agencies declare they resent the attempt of this firm to use its re- 
stricted catalog as a club to obtain plugs and that if they cannot get 
satisfaction through the networks they will retaliate by banning the 
publisher’s works entirely from their programs. 


Musicians’ Union, 47, at Los Angeles, is on the warpath against al- 
leged chiselers within its ranks who are working below scale and through 
collusion with their bosses are hiding their real salaries. 

Several offenders at niteries were on the carpet recently with one 
musician fined $250 and given 10 days to pay or be expelled. Officers 
say that similar penalties will be assessed in the future. Same union 
recently assessed $1,000 and $500 against two band leaders for paying 
below scale. 


William H. Woodin, who died May 3 of nephritis, besides being a well- 
known industrialist and a member of the Roosevelt cabinet, also 
achieved note as a composer and was at, times interested in the music 
publishing business. Among his best-known compositions are ‘Chinese 
Magic,’ ‘Unknown Soldier’ and ‘Danse Tartare.’ 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Two months ago Caroline Marsh, 19, couldn't get a job. Last week she 
tripled in vaudeville at Loew’s State, New York, on the floor at the 
Casino de Paree, on the air on the Fleischmann (Rudy Vallee) program, 
and both Metro and Paramount booked her for screen tests. 

Miss Marsh’s fast rise came practically without previous experience. 
At the State, where she replaced the Saxon Sisters, forced out in the 
middle of the week by illness, Miss Marsh was facing her first theatre 
audience. Vallee broadcast was her first time on the air. 

Miss Marsh comes from an Italian-American family of Brooklyn. She 
studied for opera, but a throat operation halted that. Her first public 
appearance was on a La Guardia campaign ballyhoo show during the 
New York elections last fall. Her first profesh engagement was in 
48th street restaurant, and lasted six weeks. 

Max Hart heard Miss Marsh sing at the restaurant and placed her 
under contract. Johnny Hyde of the Morris office, handling her book- 
ings, engaged Al Siegel to coach her. Commencing last week she be- 
came Siegel's latest ‘protege’. 








‘ 





When Mel Klee walked out of the Grand Opera House, N. Y., last 
week, it left Alex Hanlon, who books the spot, stranded for an act, 
Irving Yates impressed Ann Pritchard & Co. as a favor for Hanlon. 

When the act got there, not knowing the house was non-union, it 
had difficulty having its scenery hung. It decided to play a cuffo first 
show in order to give the house a couple of extra hours to get a substi- 
tute act. Miss Pritchard, Jack Goldie and the Sibley Sisters in the re- 
vue got into costume only to be told 10 minutes before ready to go on 
that the house meantime had procured a single, so the on-the-cuff show 
wouldn’t be necessary. It’ has cured Pritchard-Goldie Co. of doing any 
more favor shows. 


In defeat there may be victory for Helen Kane’s losing decision in the 
N. Y. Supreme Court against Paramount, alleging that the Max Fleischer- 
Betty Boop cartoons infringed on her singing style. Suit brought Miss 
Kane to the fore once again and she has a number of personal appear- 
ance bids. 

New York tab papers made much of the Kane-Par suit and bookers 
figure Miss Kane is again b.o. timber. She has been in retirement more 
or less since marrying Max Hoffman, Jr. 


Ned Alvord had a press agent’s holiday in Japan where he splurged 
on colored booklets and gold-lettered billboard paper for the Marcus 
Show, cost being comparatively small. From the way he addressed cor- 
respondence to friends here it was indicated the cutaway kid also ab- 
sorbed a working knowledge of the language, 

Alvord claims that when the show returns from the Orient there will 
be added attractions from the various countries visited. Show will then 
have the new title of ‘Marcus World O’Girls’. 


Milton Berle is getting $2,500 this week at the Paramount, New York, 
and draws the same next week in Brooklyn. It’s his highest New York 
salary thus far, and represents a substantial raise over the $750 he was 
getting less than two years ago. 





finally cut off the account. And the young lady flitted east without 


remembering the amount. 
Don Tracy’s novel, ‘Round Trip’, which Vanguard is publishing May 
24, has not been sold to Warner Brothers as reported. Book is now is 





the hands of several major companies but no deal completed as yet. 
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Season on Bustle of World Fair 





Chicago, May T. 

Chicago is going heavily after 
legit biz this summer, with every 
available house being reacied for a 
production during the World’s Fair 
period. Shuberts are particularly 
active with plans and expect to have 
shows in four spots, Selwyn, Harris, 
Grand and Great Northern. 

Particularly interesting is the 
Great Northern theatre, which has 
been considered a dead issue for the 
past three years. J. J. Shubert has 
been in town looking over the spot 
and it’s understood a summer sea- 
son of operettas and possibly Gil- 
bert and Sullivan will go into the 
house. Grand Opera House will also 
play musical comedi-s ar’ operet- 
tas. ‘Gypsy Love,’ set for the open- 
ew, next week. 

Shuberts Active 

Sam Gerson went to New York 
last week on several Shubert deals, 
particularly on rental propositions 
for the two Shubert ‘easeholds, the 
Selwyn and Harris. Harris is prac- 
tically set for the Paul Ash presen- 
tatfon of the Fritz Blocki-Charlie 
Niggemeyer show, ‘The Dashing 
Widow.’ Originally scheduled with 
Peaches Browning in the lead, it 
will open without Miss Browning 
due to the fact that the under-cover 
angel on the show wouldn’t put up 
coin if Miss Browning was assigned 
to the lead spot. 

Also set is a new show with Irene 
Rich, coming into the Blackstone 
about June 1. 

Besides the loop there are several 
Fair angles for legit attractions. In 
the bag are the Shakespeare tabs 
for the English Village, where they 
will give six shows daily, every 
show a different play. 

At Belgian Village will be a dra- 
matic school produc‘ion of several 


b-2"Moliere plays. 


‘Wings of a Century’ concession 
will again deliver its regular dra- 
matic show presentation of the 
progress of transportation. 


SALMAGGI’S PHILLY — 
TROUBLE WITH COIN 


Philadelphia, May T, 

Alfredo Salmaggi's Chicago Opera 
Company has been running into 
plenty of squawls during the local 
engagement. Organization opened 
at the Shubert week before last, 
after two postponements, and 
played along until last Tuesday (1), 
which gave it a full week. Then, 
after two days’ lay-off, they went 
to the Metropolitan and played one 
show Friday and two on Saturday. 

In the meantime everybody was 
hollering for do-re-mi. One night 
back-stage disturbance became so 
strenuous that a riot call was sent 
in to City Hall. One of the bari- 
tones, De Muro, balked entirely and 
spent his time walking back and 
forth in front of the box office on 
the night he was supposed to sing in 
‘Aida.’ Reports along the streeet 
had H. T. Craven (former critic 
here and local p.a. for the crowd) 
as being the only one to get any 
coin. . 

Arangement at the Shubert had 
been a week's rent down in advance 
to Max Rudnick, who has the house 
and has been running burlesque 
there. New terms couldn’t be ar- 
rived at after the first actual week 
of playing and that's why the com- 
pany moved to the Met. Continu- 
ance is very, very doubtful indeed. 

Other outfit, the New York Opera 
Company, comes into the Academy 
of Music May 14. 


Engagements 


Wendy Atkin, Burford Hampden, 
Marcel Journet, Lillian Brennard 
Tonge, Philip Tonge, Jane Bramley, 
Leslie Barry and Walter Holbrook, 
‘The Wind and the Rain.’ (Road 














“L--~"eompany.) 


Betzi Beaton, Bettina Hall and 
Robert Halliday, ‘The Only Girl.’ 

Leonard Ceeley, Hannah Toback, 
Bitter Sweet’ (revival). 

Loretta Dennison, ‘Follies.’ 

Roger Gerston (California Colle- 
gians), ‘Roberta.’ 

Ralph Remley, 
El Capitan, L. A. 

Queenie Smith, Leon Janney. Ann 
Dere, George Carleton, Frederick 


‘Ah, Wilderness’, 


Forrester, Tucker McGuire, Sheila 
Trent and Jack _Davisa,, ‘Every 
Thursday’. 


+ 





Trousdales Disband 


Dallas, May T. 
Closing their four-week stay 
the Uptown, the Boyd B. Trousdale 





at 


for the season, 


players disbanded 
Trousdale leaving for 
look-see the fair. 
Going to Dubuque, Ia., to join the 
Jack Ripley players were L. Lucille 
La Valliere, Jay RK. Coggshall and 
Ted Hawkins. Ruth Whitworth and 
John Morris left a week ago for Des 
Moines. Betty Froman went to 
Minot, N. D.; Jerry Houck to Cal- 
muth, Ia. Josephine Generro re- 
mains here for a few days before 
leaving to fill a contract with Sta- 
tion KIZ, Denver. 

‘Shall We Dance”, three-act play 
authored locally by North Bigbee 
and Walter Holbrook, was presented 
in its revised version by the troupe 
in closing its stay at the Uptown. 

| Piece, produced last year by the 
Oak Cliff little theatre of Dallas, 
was rewritten to shift its depression 
theme, but still retains its original 
emphasis on fast modern comedy. 


° aa tion 
Is Charged by 
Colored Actors 


Chicago to 





Players in ‘Stevedore,’ which is 
attracting attention at the Civic 
Repertory theatre, N. V., were asked 
to give a Sunday night performance 
in aid of the Stage Relief Fund, but 


the colored contingent in the cast 
protested on the grounds that their 
people have not benefited from the 
Fund. Stage Relief denied that the 
charge of discrimination was justi- 
fied. 

Relief heads stated that, while 
some colored actors have been as- 
sisted, applications from others had 
been rejected because the identities 
of the applicants could not be veri- 
fied. Before aid is given, applicants 
are identified as authentic profes- 
sionals by checkups with Equity, 
the Actors ‘Fund, NVA and other 
relief bodies. There are few col- 
ored actors in Equity or the NVA. 

‘To meet the problem a commit- 
tee was named last winter to stage 
special benefit performances uptown 
fpr needy colored actors. Commit- 
tee finally dissolved, claiming it 
could not get assurances of support 
ih Harlem. 


and 
makes the part so enjoyable that the 
opening night’s customers were the 
most enthusiastic anyone around the 
Curran could remember. 


AH, WILDERNESS 


(WILL ROGERS) 
San Francisco, April 30. 
Henry Duffy production by arrangement 
with New York Theatre Guild, presented at 
the Curran, San Francisco, April 30. Staged 
ind directed by Russell Fillmore, with Will 
Rogers starred, 





et .. James Macklin 


Richard....+- .Willlam Janney 
Mildred,....++ evcccecccoses Cnariotte Henry 
TOMMY... ccccccvccsscccsvesssesss Jay Ward 
Sid Davis...ccces esceess Ralph M. Remiley 
Lily Miller....ccceses eescccces Martha Mayo 


.- John H. Dilson 
.Mary Blackford 


David McComber..cecese+> 
Muriel McComber...eccccess 






Wint Selby...... +s Lex Lindsey 
Belle. ..c..ee eecee eceess-Helen Flint 
rrr eee eoess- Anne O'Neill 
Rartender. ...cecers ecccccecec cman SE rece 
Salesman....... ecveccccecses+ Clyde Dilson 





With Will Rogers in person to 
play a role to the hilt, as well as to 
draw the business, Henry Duffy has 
gone the limit in providing the best 
all-round cast and production for 
‘Ah, Wilderness’ that any of his 
Coast shows have enjoyed. 

Rogers is more Rogers than Nat 
Miller, but the two characters are 
synonymous. He does his usual 
head-scratching, with the shy look 
the hesitant drawling, and 


And the 
house was jammed. 
Will Rogers doing Eugene O'Neill 
is unique, to say the least, so much 
so that in his curtain speech the 
bard of Oklahoma said he was now 
ready to do ‘Hamlet.’ Two’ out- 


standers in the supporting cast were 


William Janney as Richard, the 
moon-struck adolescent, and Ralph 
M. Remley as Sid Davis, the bibu- 
lous family friend. Janney, picture 


juve, drew with fine strokes the dif- 


ficult portrayal. No less proficient 
was Remiley, who tagged right along 


at Rogers’ heels for the laughs, and 


did a workmanlike job throughout. 
Jay Ward as the kid brother was up 
fore, too. 

Anne Shoemaker as Essie Miller 
and Martha Mayo as Lily Miller 


shared the femme honors, and James 


Macklin as Arthur was okay. Char- 
lotte Henry, the Alice of Para- 
mount’s ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ still 
looked like ‘that character. She 
needs a little more voice training 
for stage work. Lex Lindsey stood 
out in a brief bit, as did Helen Flint 
in the shady lady part. 

Russell Fillmore’s staging and di- 
rection were up to par, and costumes 
and settings effective and ss 

ock. 





I, MYSELF 


Philadelphia, May 3. 


New firm of Pearson-Baruch, Inc., 
presenting this try-out of a serious 
play by Adelyn Bushnell is in some- 
what of a tough spot here by rea- 
son of being stuck in the middle of 
the Erlanger theatre's season of 
cut-rate, Wee and Leventhal second 
company plays, ‘TI, Myself’, is a 
brand new play, definitely above the 
average of the theatre's attractions, 
and makes its appeal to a special, 
artistic clientele which it will hardly 
be able to reach in this city because 
of the booking peculiarities. 

Charles Hopkins has done a swell 
job in directing this very serious 
and sometime morbid play and the 
cast, as a whole, does exceedingly 
well by it. Chances of box office 


(Continued on page 62) 








and the authors—Sinclair Lewis, 


in ERPI's Long Island studio. 


rent being on the line in advance. 


sidered for presentation in London, 


Some doubt whether 





Inside Stuft—Legit 


Max Gordon denies that ERPI owns half the picture rights of ‘Dods- 
worth’ or any part of his half, rights reposing equally between himself 


who wrote the book, and Sidney 


Howard, who adapted for the stage. 
Gordon maintains that the picture firm loaned him $36,000, but all he 
agreed to do was to pay off and try and have the screen version filmed 





‘Love Kills’ drew something of a razzing on its premiere at the Forrest, 
N. Y., last week. Drama was presented by Ida Lublenski Ehrlich, wife 
of Dr. Simon Ehrlich. An industrious press agent stated that she wrote 
a play for the late Mrs. Minnie Maddern Fiske. 
laborator on ‘Helena's Boys’ in which Mrs. Fiske starred. 

‘Show booked the house on a rental basis for one month, three weeks’ 


Mrs. Ehrlich was col- 





‘Brain Sweat’, the John Charles Brownell colored cast comedy, may 
reach the boards again next season. Managerial set-up, however, is ex- 
pected to be different from the Henry R. Stern-James Montgomery com- 
bination which put the show on recently at the Longacre, N. Y., and 
yanked it in four days, although the show was regarded having a chance. 

Stern and Montgomery's rights will expire June 2 unless they pay addi- 
tional advance royalty to the author. 


Meantime the play is being con- 





‘Annina’, which starred Jeritza on tour this 
spring, will be among the fall entrants on Broadway. 
extremely spotty after excellent attendance in the early weeks. Seomed 
the operatic star drew music lovers in Boston where the show grossed 
$28,000, and Philadelphia where the takings went around $22,000 

Yet Pittsburgh only grossed $13,000 despite an advance sale of $9,000. 
Chicago, too, was a disappointment, 


Business was 





Four weeks’ run of ‘Biography’, starring Alice Brady, spitt between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, netted the Coast producers around $200. 

Two weeks in 'Frisco topped the L. A, gros@ by several grand, but not 
sufficient to warrant further play dates 


LOVE KILLS 


Drama in three acis presented at the 
Forrest May 1 by Ida Lublenski Ehrlich; 
written by same; Vivian Giesen and Marion 
Green featured; staged by Percival Vivian. 
Douglas CAMeron.......es++. Marion Green 
Robert Barton....... ececsecce Harry Hanlon 
Harry Deming....es.ssceesess John Parrish 


Pearl Barton...... ececeececces Vivian Giesen 
Arthur Coyle....cccvcsesesecs Bram Noseen 
Gs cc cicesocces eesscers Hendrick Joyner 





Weird dramatics, plus the weird- 
est acting yet, tabs this play among 
those which never should have 
reached the stage. That the author 
supplied the bankroll explains some- 
thing. 

First-nighters laughed at a sui- 
cide, and there were remarks from 
out front, also unexpected guffaws 
the cast, which doubtless having 
had a tough evening. Attempts at 
effects with back-stage spotlights 
seemed just as faulty as the show 
itself, 


Young actress for whom much 
was claimed fluttered about the 
stage incredulously, impression be- 
ing that she was either badly 
coached or is imbued with a Garbo 
complex. 


Father's bank is tottering, but fi- 
nancial aid comes from another 
middle-aged male who admits he 
has millions to spare. So he lends 
a large chunk of coin to papa with 
the stipulation that his daughter 
Pearl become his bride. She does, 
giving her young man the air. 

So a year or two elapses. 

Chap she loved returns, accom- 
panied by a rotter whom the hus- 
band objects to. Seems the man 
about town did one good deed— 
saved Pearl from a bawdy house, 
to which she was lured after miss- 
ing her train. Realizing he is 
a no-good guy, the man takes poison 
and slowly expires, with his kisser 
buried in a cushion. Pearl flutters 
back and forth—she wanted to go, 
but he asked her to stay—instead of 
fetching a doctor. 

Husband enters, demanding to 
kpow the story. She does and she 
doesn’t tell it, through a curious 
switching on and off of spots that 
brought audience titters. While the 
guy is passing out Pear! soothingly 
says something about heaven tak- 
ing care of him and a feminine voice 
in the audience cried: ‘What about 
us ?* 

Anyhow, Pearl is kicked out, goes 
to live with her former suitor, who 
quickly tires of her, and she leaps 
from the window. To those who did 
not return for the last act it was re- 
ported they all brodied after her. 

Vivian Giesen is the fluttering 
one. Marion Green, once a warbler, 
plays the rich husband. Four oth- 
ers complete the cast. One set which 
cost little. But the authoress-pre- 
senter paid the rent in advance for 
several weeks. Thee. 


PICNIC 


. 
Comedy drama in three acts presented at 





the National, May 2, by Arthur J. Beck- 
hard; written by Gretchen Damrosch; 
staged by Kaye Lowe. 

errr ee Jean Adair 
EMD sccccde «oee.-.-Esther Dale 
Philip ...-Marvin Kline 
Mademoislle -.-Frieda Altman 
PE  o.nvs0s 2060 00 eeccccccccccceOnive Corm 
Larson TEPTITITT TTT TTT Jan Ullrich 
WREINOD 6.0000 0dekensens sepeeegos Fred Leslie 
Robert ..ccccccvcccccvcccss--PCRCyY Waram 
Sees oesesceeeseese+Millard Mitchell 
WON sectangess orgccccccecoces Joanna Roos 
Sy Ms «0:05. 066046%006020% Hugh Rennie 





Spring crop of plays continues as 
backward April’s weather was. One 
or two were slightly warm but ‘Pic- 
nic’ is not included in these. 


Arthur J. Beckhard bounced into 
the spotlight several seasons back 
by spearing a late season success, 
‘Another Language. His attempts 
to follow suit failed to materialize 
twice this spring. 

Gretchen Damrosch authored 
Beckhard’s latest try, a drab story 
in which uninteresting people are 
concerned. There are a number of 
ideas propounded by the various 
sets of characters but the objective 
is pairing off two couples matri- 
monially inclined or otherwise, one 
being a May-November union. 

Scene is a country home. Philip, 
son of the household, has been as- 
sociating with radicals and is all for 
‘the cause,’ motivated by anything 
that attracts the attention of the 
group. Vera, principal soap box 
speaker of the group, crashed a 
plate glass window with a stone and 
Philip invites her to the house to 
prevent getting pinched. 

The greenness and tranquility of 
the countryside is all very new to 
Vera, but she gives a demonstration 
of speechmaking prowess while on 
a picnic arranged by Philip’s mother, 
Helene. Latter, a cranky old girl, 
stops and scolds Vera, and, when 
she has to walk home, is more 
irascible. 

Her middle-aged brother, Robert, 
is an attorney who blithely lets rad- 
ical ideas roll off his knife. With 
Vera’s arrival on the scene his days 
as a bachelor are over. She tells of 
hardships, her reason for joining the 
reds. But tasting the comforts of 
middle class luxury is enough to 
change her attitude on life. Vera 
tells Robert that she loves him and 
that’s all he wants to know. Philip 





tean't absorb the idea but they walk 





out, assigning him the care of his 
mother. 

There is a buxom spinster, Lois, 
with something of a bankroll. Un- 
able to grab a husband she an- 
nexes herself to Guba, an under- 
nourished member of the group. 
Sensing that he won't have to battle 
with poverty, Guba exists with the 
sex-starved Lois, again despite 
Philip's objections, 

Perhaps the main trouble with 
‘Picnic’ is that it provides few 
laughs, nor is there a dramatic 
punch, besides which the story is 
not interesting. Joanna Roos seemed 
colorless as the supposedly fiery 
Vera. Percy Waram, Fred Leslie, 
Jean Adair and Esther Dale are 
present but the performance is a 
long, quiet evening of little diver- 
sion. lbee. 

(Withdrawn second night; print- 
ed for the record.) 


JIG SAW 


Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
Ethel Barrymore, April 30, by the Theatre 
Guild; written by Dawn Powell; staged by 
Philip Moeller; Ernest Truex and Spring 
Byington featured. 





MG woo 8 0b¥ Sd 0wga bess, base's Virginia Tracy 
is a ee eee Sec rcesocccenes Albert Bergh 
lt, dss sen6ine peeeshensban 4 James York 
Letty Walters.........+.. Cora Witherspoon 
Del Marsh.........+ es eeeecsecc’s Ernest Truex 
Claire Burnell.,..... ees». Spring Byington 
Nathan Gifford......0...2-008. Eliot Cabot 
UMM BERSOM. .vccccccccsces Charles Richman 
DEE ces ue tee bbe0es eeseeees- Gertrude Flynn 
Mrs. Finch......+++++.05+.+-Helen Westley 
eel MaAGOR..cesecccescecsts Mabe! Kroman 
SIMPSON... wv ccvvccees Shepperd Strudwick 





Fairish farce comedy diversion is 
‘Jig Saw,’ which is the sixth and 
final presentation on the Theatre 
Guild’s current season production 
schedule. Some chance of going 
into the summer period because of 
its late start, but moderate money 
is indicated rather than standout 
grosses. 

yuild usually completes the 
schedule before the first of May, but 

(Continued on page 62) 


WEE, LEVENTHAL OUT 
OF PROV. STOCK IN 


Providence, May 7. 

Modern Theatre, associated with 
Wee & Leventhal in the presenta- 
tion of cut-rate road shows, quits 
the legit policy Saturday (12), this 
week’s show, ‘The Curtain Rises,’ 
with Louise Groody, being the last. 
Failure of public to respond de- 
spite low prices is responsible for 
the break. Top price is 99 cents 
House tried two for one’s but no go, 
Papers’ very kind on advance pube- 
licity, but reviews for the greater 
part were lukewarm. Policy lasted 
four weeks only, and followed @ 
season “of burlesque. 

Management will make one last 
try Monday €14) to keep house open, 
swinging into dramatic stock with 
55 cents as top price. If Providence 
doesn’t support the new move, 
theatregoers will have to depend on 
the little theatre movements for 
their legit fare. Four weeks is the 
limit set for tryout of stock. 


YIDDISH LEGIT P.A. 
TREASURERS UNIONIZE 


Yiddish Theatrical Agents and 
Treasurers, newly formed union 
consisting of the front-of-the-house 
men in all Yiddish legit houses of 
the United States, has been recog- 
nized as a separate affiliate of the 





American Federation of Labor, 
Press agents are included in the 
membership. 


Group is working on an agree- 
ment regarding wage scales and 
hours to go .into effect for next 
season. 

Union, known officially as Local 
18032, is headed by Theodore Sil- 
bert. Other officers are Joseph 
Grossman, v.p.; Harry Kaufman, 
secretary, and Max Sager, treas- 
urer. 





‘Biography,’ Hampden 
Hub’s Only Legit Fare 


Boston, May 7. 

‘Biography,’ at the Hollis, is the 
only legit hangover this week; and 
the newcomer tonight is Walter 
Hampden, holding Colonial open for 
one week. Hampden’s advance sale 
looks as if he will come close to 
Helen Hayes’ all-time drama record 
here, set last fall, when, in this 
same Colonial, largest legit spot 
here, she piled up $23,500 first week 
and same her second. 


Hampden presents four plays, 
‘Richelieu’ being the opener, then 
‘Servant in the House,’ ‘Hamlet’ and 
‘Macbeth.’ 

Wee & Leventhal brirs ‘Green 
Bay Tree’ to Hollis next Monday, 


first showing f that play here 
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Equity Now Favors W. & L. Stock, 
- Tronically Booted Into Success 





Rotary stock is defined by Equity 
as an experimental phase of show 
business which may point the way 
to rejuvenation of the road, in some 
measure at least. Its development 
in the east is in a pro and con 
status but indications seem to favor 
this newest form of out of ‘own 
bookings. 

After several conferences’ be- 
tween Equity leaders and Wee & 
Leventhal as the latter expanded 
their stock wheel, operating condi- 
tions have been agreed on and 
firm’s rotary activities will extend 
through next season without any 
anticipated changes in the agree- 
ment. 

Recognition of W.&L. and its 
increased activities is an ironic re- 


action to the firm’s standing a year 


ago. At that time W.&L. was 
criticized by other showmen and 
their system of throwaways was 
blamed for much of the bad busi- 
ness on Broadway. Firm’s cheap 
ticket plans were ousted by the 
legit code but actually the stock 
men were kicked into success, g0o- 
ing out of town where the code 
failed to operate so far as their 
stocks were concerned. 

Agreement with Equity stipulates 
that if an engagement is for less 
than four weeks, the management 
must pay for the actresses’ ward- 
robe. Male members of casts, how- 
ever, must supply their own clothes. 
Since the W.&L. shows play eight 
performances and pay for extra 
shows, there seems little difference 
between rotary stock and _ usual 
road attractions. 

Real difference lies in the fact 
that as stock companies—there are 
five currently operating—fewer 
stage hands are required. Also there 
is a saving in transfer expense and 
there is no transportation costs on 
settings, each house supplying its 
own scenery. Shows, therefore, can 
operate to profit at modest grosses, 
averaging $5,000 weekly. Takings 
of $8,000 over a period of weeks in 
one stand are said to have returned 
a profit of $1,000 weekly to the 
firm. 

Whereas, salaries originally paid 
By W.&L. in its revivals in New 
York were under the code minimum, 
it is now claimed that no actor is 
getting less than the code stipulates 
except several junior players, 
while the leads are being paid as 
much as and more than average 
Broadway shows are paying this 
season. That is the reason that 
Equity now rather favors’ the 
W.&L. activities, along with the 
fact that the firm is keeping actors 
engaged. 

There have been some objections 
to the firm by some actors, but 
such contentions have not been up- 
held. Claims that cheap price ad- 
missions have ‘ruined’ several 
stands appear not to be taken 
seriously either, it being pointed out 
that the spots referred to were al- 
ready bad and virtually showless. 

Back stage labor appears to side 
with Equity in feeling that W.&L. 
is keeping people employed and for 
that reason went to bat for the 
company when it was. proposed 
that the revised code rule out cheap 
ticket activities. How the new 
code will handle the matter has not 
been indicated. 


WOT TO DO WITH LUC. 
BOYER IS THE PROBLEM 


Paris, April 28. 











Arch Selwyn and Harold BB. 
Franklin have signed Lucienne 
Boyer, French singer, and. will 


bring her to the U.S. in September. 
Understood deal is for $2,000 a week 
for Miss Boyer to sing in either a 
nitery or legit. If she can get any 
radio or other outside work, Selwyn 
and Franklin will cut into it for 
50%. 

Miss Boyer sings in both French 
and English and is the top nitery 
attraction locally. 





Although Selwyn and Franklin 
have Miss Boyer and are bringing 
her to New York, they can’t make 
up their minds what to do with her. 
They have a vague idea that she 
Ought to fit into the New York 
Scene somewhere but are spending 
their days trying to figure out just 
how. By September they think they 


may know. 








Current Roadshows 


(Week of May 7) 
‘Affections, Ltd.,’ Studebaker, Chi. 
‘Ah, Wilderness’ (Will Rogers), 

Curran, Frisco. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Cort, Chi. 

‘Come What May,’ Boulevard, 
Jackson Heights, L. I. 

Katharine Cornell, Wilmington, 7; 
Harrisburg, 8; Williamsport, 9; Ith- 
aca, 10; Rochester, 11-12. 

‘Memory,’ Biltmore, L. A. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ Belasco, L. A. 

‘Shim Sham Revue,’ Music Box, 
Hollywood. 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Selwyn, Chi. 

Walter Hampden, Colonial, Bos- 
ton. 

*Yoshe Kalb’ (Yiddish), Los An- 
geles, 6; Denver, 9: Kansas City, 11. 


Warners Backing 
White's ‘Scandals’ 


Summer Show? 











Two listed summer major musi- 
cals for Broadway are George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ and ‘The Family 
Album,’ latter to be presented by 
the Shuberts. ‘Scandals’ will be 
backed by Warners, it is understood. 


White’s revue is expected to es- 
tablish Warners’ Hollywood theatre 
as a legit house. Hollywood has been 
a problem since it opened, wide 
stage having been designed for wide 
screen, which failed to eventuate. 
Theatre is to be remodeled, accord- 
ing to plans. 

Hollywood was mentioned for 
stage shows previously, but rental 
demands were too high. 


Mixup on Pic Rights 
To ‘Ladies,’ but Metro 
Grabs It for $50,000 


Delay in. consummating the sale 
of the picture rights for ‘No More 
Ladies,’ Morosco, N. Y., narrowly 
averted charges being filed with the 
Dramatist’s Guild against the Shu- 
berts by A. E. Thomas, the author. 
Understood the mix-up was un- 
tangled, with Metro getting the 
rights for $50,000. 

Purchase price was agreed on 
some time ago. It was reported, 
however, that when the contracts 
were about to be signed, the Shu- 
bert office sought to ring in the 
rights to another show, contrary to 
the Basic Minimum Agreement, 
which bans bloc siles. ‘Blossom 
Time’ was the show mentioned, but 
Metro refused to consider such a 
buy. 

Following the author’s appeal to 
the Guild for action, a different 
slant on the delay was brought out. 

It appears now that the Shuberts 
sold the British stage rights for 
‘Ladies’ to Gilbert Miller, with the 
latter insisting on dating the film’s 
3ritish release six months after 








January 31, 1935. Miller planned 
staging ‘Ladies’ over there this 
spring, but presentation was set 


back when Miller broke his leg. 


‘ROOMS’ YANKED DURING 
REHEARSAL; PAY CLAIMS 


‘Furnished Rooms’, legit show 
with an all-feminine production 
set-up, was withdrawn during re- 
hearsals. Show is now slated for 
presentation by Edgar Allen. Orig- 
inally interested were Ronnie Madi- 
son, M. S. Pasquier and A. R. Miller. 

Cast was paid off, but three 
members who were let out during 
rehearsals have filed claims for two 
weeks’ salary. Management claims 
the dismissals were within the 
seven-day probationary period, but 
the players say that clause was de- 
leted fro. the contracts. Claims 
will be arbitrated. 








‘ 





Gordon’s Answer 





Paris, May 7. 

Max Gordon heard about 
Jed Harris refusing to sail 
from New York on the same 
boat because of himself and 
Lee Shubert. 

Gordon screamed: ‘Can you 
imagine spending five days on 
a boat with Jed Harris with 
or without a hit?’ 

















WILLIAM A. BRADY’S 5 
PLAYS NEXT SEASON 


With five plays on his production 
schedule, William A. Brady will be 
as active managerially as ever next 
season, he declares. Vet producer 
made no presentations for nearly a 
year because of the illness of his 
wife, Grace George, who has now 
recovered. Most of the interval was 


spent in Atlantic City and Palm 
Beach. 

All the Brady attractions are of 
foreign authorship, principally Brit- 
ish and, although he did not go 
abroad, he secured several plays 
which other American managers bid 
for on the spot. 

Brady explained he was com- 
pelled to secure foreign product be- 
cause the limited number of name 
American playwrights are either 
tied up with other managers or un- 
der contract to picture producers. 
After perusing all manner of scripts 
from unknowns during the season 
he came to the conclusion that even 
thé lesser English plays are better 
than the welter of American pieces 
going the rounds of managers’ of- 
fices. 

Two plays already in the Brady 
office will be presented early in the 
new season, with three more in ne- 
gotiation. Starting attraction will 
be ‘Libel,’ a London play. It is a 
first play by a British barrister, 
writing under the pseudonym of 
Ward Dorrance, but whose right 
name is Wolff. It will be followed 
by ‘While Parents Sleep,’ which 
Gilbert Miller had but dropped. 

Two other managerial firms have 
announced foreign-written plays as 
the nucleus of their production 
schedules for next season. With Lee 
Shubert listing eight acquisitions 
from abroad and Arch Selwyn now 
teamed with Harold B. Franklin an- 
nouncing at least four foreign 
shows, the fall period on Broadway 
should approximate 20. uch attrac- 
tions. 

Owen Davis is dramatising ‘Too 
Many Boats,’ novel of the Phillipines 
during the World War by Major 
Charles Clifford .for Brady pro- 
duction, 





Revised Legit Code Due This Week: 


Written Without Help of Show Biz 





Two Quick Folds 


Within a week’s period two new 
shows opened on Broadway and 
stopped after the second perform- 
ance. ‘Late Wisdom’ was the quick 
fold at the Mansfield, ‘Picnic’ fol- 
lowing suit at the National. No- 
tices drawn by both shows were 
uniformly adverse, with the present- 
ers taking the cue. 

Cast o: ‘Picnic’ drew a week's sal- 
ary in advance, the legit code mak- 
ing that requirement on managers 
after two weeks of rehearsal. Sec- 
ond week's salary was, therefore, 
due after the two-day date. 


RELIEF FOR 300 
COAST ACTORS 
HELD UP 


Los Angeles, May 7. 

Project approved by the State 
Emergency Relief Administration 
whereby 300 actors would be pro- 
vided with work in southern Cali- 
fornia, with an assurance of at least 
24 hours’ work weekly, is being held 
up, pending outcome of the financial 
relief of Los Angeles county, con- 
tingent on bonds being approved for 
local relief work. 

Unless this money is forthcoming 
SERA will be obliged to turn over 
to the county approximately $1,500,- 
000 to be used for general welfare 
work, and the aid projects will of 
necessity be held up for the balance 
of May, at least. 

Actors would be used in com- 











~munity drama work at standardized 


wages under the SERA project. 


‘Juliet’ Tour 


Burlington, Vt., May 7. 

This city will see its first legit 
show in three years on May 10 when 
‘There’s Always Juliet’ plays at the 
Strong theatre. 

Show stops off here one night ani 
then goes to Montreal for a week at 
His Majesty’s theatre, to be followed 
by a Canadian tour. 

Mabel Taliaferro and Robert Ober 
head the company. 











Franklin-Selwyn-Cochran Deal 





‘Nymph Errant’ and ‘Conversation Piece’ for 
N. Y. Only if Stars Are Available 





Lond n, May 7. 

Charles B, Cochran is not going 
to America this summer, after all. 
He was due to sail shortly, but will 
not go’ now until the autumn when, 
if present negotiations are con- 
summated, he will present, by ar- 
rangement with Harold Franklin 
and Archie Selwyn, several of his 
current English successes on 
Broadway. These include ‘Nymph 
Errant,’ provided he can get Ger- 
trude Lawrence for her original 
role. 

At the present time Miss Law- 
rence is’ slated to co-star with 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., in a new 
play and it will be dependent on 
the success of this play. Miss Law- 
rence’s contract for the new play 
is for three months only, but could 
be prolonged. 

Definitely set for the new Amer- 
ican managerial eombination to do 
‘Conversation Piece,” provided 
Yvonne Printemps will appear in 
it. Negotiations are on at present, 
and there is every likelihood of its 
consummation. If Printemps doesn’t 
go, however, the deal will be off. 

There is every certainty Elis- 
abeth Bergner will go over with her 
present success, ‘Escape Me Never,’ 
the run of which was interrupted 
at its height by the illness of the 
star through fish poisoning. It 
will probably be another fortnight 
before the theatre is reopened. 

On arrival in New York, Cochran 
will look for material and novelties 





for a revue in London next sea- 
son. Cole Porter will probably be 
associated with its authorship. 
‘Tavern’ Nixed 
Paris, April 28. 

Arch Selwyn and Harold Franklin, 
who had a vague agreement to bring 
‘White Horse Tavern,’ musical, to 
New York, lost their enthusiasm 
when they went to see the show in 
last week. The project is now cold. 

Piece ‘s now in its second year 
here at the Mogador, and shows no 
signs of stopping. Visiting pro- 
ducers, however, feel it is not up to 
Broadway standards. 

They saw the whole show, how- 
ever, in contrast with Max Gordon, 
another visiting fireman, who 
couldn’t stick after the first act of 
‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ which he is 
bringing to Radic City. Gordon, 
although he walked out on the piece 
himself, still thinks it’s good and 
plans to bring it over, which were 
fixed up in New York, are un- 
changed, 

Disadvantages of language and 
sloppy French production methods 
are adduced as explanations of the 
unfavorable effect of local musicals 
on American producers who see 
them after having heard lots cf 
good about them. Figured that if 
Selwyn and Franklin had done like 
Gordon and walked out on the show, 
project of bringing their show over 
might still be alive. 


Revised legit code is due from 
deputy administrator William P. 
Farnsworth this week, but before 


it is sent to the President for signa- 
ture, the Code Authority will peruse 
the document. Although there was 


no accord on several issues dis- 
cussed at the open hearings in 
Washington last month, some dif- 
ferences are said to have been ad- 


justed. Farnsworth is reported hav- 
ing advised the CA that no radical 
changes are expected, otherwise 
another hearing would be forced, 
Doubtful if a code not acceptable 
to show business would be forced 
uron 't, regardless. 

Authority, in session held last 
week, brought forth some frank 
comments in reference to the re- 
vamped code. Showmen wanted to 
know why, if the original code was 
written with the aid of the various 
lerit interests working with Sol A. 
Rosenblatt, the revised code should 
be drawn without them. 

Proceedure was regarded as dic- 
tatorial, but the general member- 
ship of the CA withheld criticism 
until the new code is at hand. Re- 
vision is being drawn by Farns- 
worth and Philip Wittenberg, named 
as legal adviser to the CA by the 
deputy administrator. Wittenberg, 
too, proposed a ticket control plar 
which was under fire at the hear- 
ings. Whether any ticket plan has 
been made a part of the code is not 
definitely known. 

Session’s aim was to consider in- 
creasing the budget for next sea- 
sO 1. Increase suggested would 
amount to about $10,000, which 
about doubles the budget for this 
season. It was charged by one com- 
mitteeman that it looked like the 
government sought to create jobs 
for political reasons. That came 
up when Robert K. Straus of the 
NRA Compliance Board proposed 
an impartial chairman for the CA, 
However, that too, did not meet 
with the views ‘of others on the 
committee, 

Budget was put over until the 
code draft is at hand, although a 
committee was appointed. Possible 
changes in the make-up ofethe CA, 
ex} ected to be outlined by the docu- 
ment, made it logical to consider 
the budget later. General idea is 
for the CA to engage an executive 
secretary under salary. 

It was pointed out that the orig- 
inal code has been in operation 
eight months without labor prob- 
lems being adjusted. Showmen are 
of the opinion that differences with 
the unions edn now be more easily 
handled, but managers are hoping 
for quick decisions from Washing- 
ton, instead of referring problems 
back to the CA, which procedure 
left questions up In the air during 
this season. 

Further pointed out that the code 
is virtually confined to New York, 
whereas, it was designed to apply 





throughout the country. CA re- 
colved to speed up the naming of 
regional boards to operate in zones 
in the various show sections. 


Sues Geo. $. Kaufman 
For Not Rewriting 
‘Eldorado,’ a Flop 


George S. Kaufman is being sued 
in a peculiar action. Isadore Polisuk 
is the complainant, He seeks the 
recovery of $15,000 because having 
50% of ‘Eldorado,’ which Sam H. 
Harris tried out two years ago, 
show never coming to Broadway. 
Polisuk contends that Kaufman had 
agreed to rewrite the drama and 
that had he done so, the show might 
have clicked. But Kaufman didn’t, 
so Polisuk wants * {fs dough, he says. 
Polisuk was interested in the 
script, originally called ‘Hot Pan,’ 
and based on the gold rush of 1849. 








Kaufman and Laurence Stallings 
collaborated on the drama, re- 
titling it ‘Eldorado.” How much 


time the authors devoted to revision 
igs not stated, although they worked 
on it some. 


Kaufman declares that Polisuk 
only invested $11,000 in the produc- 
tion and gives it as his opinion that 


the additional four G’s asked for in 
the suit is ‘proably for drinks. He 
also suggests that Harris secure a 
writ to restrain rewriting 
of ‘Eldorado,’ so that no more money 
be used in attempting to put it on 


further 





the boards again, 
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‘Tele Audience Climbs on Stage to 
Give Marcus Show Hurrah Finale 


+ 


By BURTON CRANE 
Tokyo, April 21. 

Entire foreign community of 
Japan is as mad as a turpentined 
eat. Hands-across-the-sea stuff is 
being liberally oh-yeahea. Prepar- 
ations for 88th anniversary of Com- 
modore Perry's arrival on these 
shores is proceeding apace, with an 
obbligato written in the Bronx. 
Cause of which is the deportation 
of the A. B. Marcus Show. 

Every pre-sure’ possible was 
brought to bear on the Home Min- 
istry to change the order, but no go. 

Marcus revue broke every gate 
record the country had ever known. 


Last day the show played to 
a‘few more than 16,000 persons 
*in a 2,952-seat house, giving only 
two performances, Evening finale 
is historic. The curtain could not 
zg. down. Some of those on the 
runway were dragged off. hoisted 
on ‘shoulders and paraded in jerks 
up the jammed aisles. Stagehands 
swarmed on the stage, shaking 
hands with every’ member of the 
company. Audience got’ the fever 
and the engagement ended with the 
audience coming up over the foot 
lights to shake hands, trying to ex- 
press in bvoken English just how 
sorry they were. 

Technical aspects of the deporta- 
tion are: Acts playing Japan must 
give evidencé that they will not be- 
come public charges. With big 
companies, this means that theatres 
must post guarantees. Naturally, 
no theatre likes to guarantee for 
more time than it has booked. The 
Nippon Gekijo accordingly guar- 
anteed only one month, from Feb. 
23 to Mar. 28 and, when the en- 
gagement was extended to Apr. 15, 
got an extension merely for that 
period. 

Meanwhile, the Shochiku organ- 
ization decided that it would book 
the revue for Nagoya (two weeks) 
and Osaka (four weeks) and un- 
dertook to get a further visa ex- 
tension. But the officials refused 
to extend, declaring that more than 
One extension would be illegal. 

Marcus had planned to open at 
the Grand, Shanghai, on June 1. 
Now must take a smaller theatre, 
the Strand, from ,Apr. 26. Sailed 
yestercay, with several thousand 
well-wishers at the boat. 


CZECHOSLOVIA 
NIXES ANTI 
HITLER PLAY 


Prague, April 26. 
Czechoslovak theatre censor has 
forbidden a performance in the New 
German theatre of Ferdinand 
Bruckner’s anti-Nazi play, ‘Races,’ 
and has also asked for the text of 
the drama for further examination. 
Present action of the official au- 


thorities is in line with the recent 
earnest desire of Czechoslovakia not 
to offend Germany, owing to the 
still important trade relations exist- 
ing between the two countries. Atso 
due in part to the inftuential Ger- 
man-speaking population in the 
Czechoslovak Republic. 

A similar stand as on the ‘Races’ 
question was recently reveirlet when 
through the influence of the Czecho- 
slovak foreign office, caricatures of 
Hitler, Goering and of other Nazi 
leade:'s, after a protest of the Ger- 
man minister to Czechoslovakia, 
were removed from an international 
earicature exhibition now being held 
in Prague. 





Circus in Bull Ring 
Mexico City, May 4. 

Local bull ring, Mexico’s biggest 
blood and sand arena, built in 1907 
at a cost of $700,000, and seating 
20,000, is a circus pitch for the first 
time. 

Fernandi Circus opened its capi- 
tal season there. Good biz two 
shows. daily. 





Play Is Rctital 
Panned and Jerked 


Prior to Opening 


Budapest, April 26. 

First time in history a play was 
taken off after the dress rehearsal 
to which dramatic critics only were 
invited, because they rejected it so 
unanimously that manager didn't 
care to risk the premiere. 

This was ‘Report,’ comedy by 
Alexander Hegedus, well known but 
little esteemed author, who has had 
a dozen plays produced and a score 
of books published here and abroad 
Play has also been published in book 
form previously. 

Mistake seems to lie at the door 
of National theatre management 
Tried to pull the play with the pre- 
tense of sudden illness of leading 
man, but the stunt didn’t work. All 
the papers printed the official com- 
munique, adding that Uray, the 
leading man. never felt better in his 
life. 

Scandal is about the last drop for 
the National theatre. B. o. reports 
are as low as figures can make 
them. To save some of the pres- 
tige, Government Commissary Voi- 
novich, now in charge of the man- 
agement. is producing a cycle of 
Shakespearean revivals at popular 





Molly Picon’s ‘Girl’ 


Los Angeles, May T. 
‘The Cireus Girl,’ Yiddish musical, 





will be presented at the Biltmore 
June 1 by Molly Picon, coming here 
from the east under management of 


Relkin & Weintraub. Actress will 
play three nights and two mats at 
the Biltmore, possibly doing one or 
two other plays during her short 
stay here. 

Coast bookings include stands in 
Seattle, Portland and San Francisco. 
Lee Parvin is handling local ad- 
vance. 


Press Agent Wants 
U. S. to Bar French 
Co.’s Chi Fair Date 


Paris, April 28. 
James E. Witteried has protested 
to Washington against the admis- 
sion to the United States of Jacques 
Charles’ troupe scheduled to sail 
from France late in May to play the 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Casino at the 
Chicago Fair. Claims that the acts 
are not outstanding and therefore 
are not entitled to admission in 

competition to American artists. 
Witteried is rep here for Francis 
Mangan, who was succeeded -by 
Jacques Charles as stage show pro- 
ducer at the local Paramount. He 
has done a certain amount of agent- 
ing on his own, but is best knowa 

as a press agent. . 
Witteried claims many of the girls 
in the Charles Troupe are not even 
French, and they would not be a 
credit to France nor the United 











prices, but it may be a bit late. 


States. 





Plays Abread 





LIBERTE PROVISOIRE 


(‘Out on Bail’) 
Paris, April 25. 


Four-act comedy by Michel Duran, pre- 
sented by Benoit-Leon Deutsch and 
Jacques Albert at the Saint Georges. Paris. 
DEONOING ..¢ 6. ovens os ee Madeleine Lambert 
Ss. o cic 6S tin ng avd on tbscets Nilda Duoleéss) 
PEs + cocbeeceencneeseees Gabriel Fontan 
SOPOIG .o ccc ccocoscccccsesss Pierre Blanchar 
yl Pr Prrrriy pert eee Mauloy 
SPUCTOUR 6 bc 6s 0 0 060064 00000-460 2gece Carette 
PRMAMVEL. . c.ncdcvenic $6000480a0* Rene Worms 
i ct Sve ccaeeenpenscte ob ta Henry Dreyfus 
Sermeant...cvcsccssccccscves George Clarins 
PIMOCEIVG. cccdccscccconcecdeceoass Beart 

Good entertainment. Light and 
very slightly sophisticated love 


story based on an old stage situ- 
ation—a fugitive takes refuge in a 
woman's flat and she falls in love 
with him—but the changes handled 


cleverly, so that there are no dull 
moments. 
Gerard, the fugitive, is a real 


character, and Pierre Blanchar, of 
the films, makes a good job of act- 
ing him. He's not a crook but a de- 
serter from the army and a cam- 
munist. His arrival in Madeleine's 
apartment in the first act is handled 
with great skill. At first by force 
of circumstances and later through 
love Madeleine finds herself giving 
up her lover, Hulin, for Gerard, and 
finally Barnaud, rich business man 
who has long been paying court to 
her, surprises her secret and en- 
ables Gerard to escape, exacting as 
his price marriage with Madeleine. 

Play ends on Gerard's departure, 
who no _ indication of whether 
Madeleine will get away from Bar- 
naud and reach him. 

Dialog and characterization are 
extremely good—real and _  enter- 
taining throughout without being 
super-clever or forced. Drama is 
not intense, but there are moments 
of good suspense. 

Doesn't depena too much on lo- 
cal situations nor gags, and should 
be easily adaptable. A cinch for 
Broadway. Stern. 


WHY NOT TONIGHT? 


London, April 25. 

Revue in 15 scenes by Herbert Farjeon; 
music by Ord Hamilton; dances by Buddy 
Bradley; directed by Romney Brent; pro- 
duction supervised and presented by J. A. 
and R. J. Tomson at the Palace theatre, 
April 24. Stars include: Polly Luce, Gina 
Malo. Florence Desmond, Nelson Keys. 
Greta Nissen, and Diamond Brothers. 





Florence Desmond and Nelson 
Keys are probably the greatest 
mimics of theatrical celebrities liv- 
ing—certainly the greatest in Eng- 
land. With both in the cast it was 
inevitable there would be some 
splendid impersonations. 

Miss Desmond tied the show in 
a huge knot with her imitation of 
Mae West. Keys was not so fortu- 
nate and, besides, his work has be- 
come too familiar. As usual he 
attempts too much, resulting in the 
remainder of the cast being ac- 
corded limited opportunities. For 
instance, that clever little artist, 
Gina Malo, is only allotted two or 
three appearances. 

A, surprise is the artistic and 
graceful dancing of Greta Nissen, 
who is knewn over here only for 





her film work in the silent days. 
Diamond Brothers split their act 
in two, using part for the first act. 
and the remainder in the second. 
ae times they did exceptionally 
well. 
All the cast is competent—mostly 
very much so. Production is neat. 
chorus work good. and scenery and 
costuming attractive. 
Whole thing, however, is too long. 
Jolo, 


DARK HORIZON 


London, April 28. 
Play in three acts by Lesley Storm, 
presented by Alec Rea at Daly's, April 20. 
Production by Campbell Gullan. 
Peg Taylor Miss Margaret Webster 


oo, Eg eee ere Mr. Ernest Jay 
oo a See Miss Kathleen Weston 
Daphne Bennett....... Miss Patricia Purke 
TR ra Mr. George Thorpe 
Ian Hammond.......... Mr. James Raglan 
Maude Bennett........ ».Miss Marda Vanne 
BUUSR. Wensett....ccacevicss Mr. Eric Berry 
Se Serr Miss Ann Todd 
Dick Hammond...... Mr. Lester Matthews 
Jessica Lane...... Miss Flizabeth Montagu 


errr ry. Mr. Ireland Wood 
Miss Vera Poliakoff 


Ronald Lane 
Ruth Serle 





This is the first play from the 
pen of a name woman novelist. 
is certain not to be the last for in 
it she gives such promise that any 
substantial West End management 
would now hasten to read another 
play of hers. 

Nevertheless, ‘Dark Horizon’ is 
entirely too episodic and, as such, 
becomes irritating. Series of 10 
seenes are in rapid succession. 
Show the apartments of a large 
apartment house, with its respec- 
tive occupants, from the janitor’s 
quarters in the basement to four or 
five other flats im the ‘hhouse. 

First the janitor is shown, and 
his wife and child, who are saving. 
planning to buy a poultry farm and 
retire to the country. Next a 
scientist, who has just completed 
three years’ research work cul- 
minating in something even more 


up-to-date than twilight sleep: 
then a family consisting of a 
mother, son and daughter. The 


mother, a widow, hopes the scien- 
tist will offer to marry her. In- 
stead, he proposes to the daughter 
and is accepted. Rapid switch to 
another flat and one is confronted 
with the proposition of a news- 
paperman and a young girl in love. 
She had already accepted the jour- 
nalist’s brother, who is returning 
from the East after three years’ 
absence. 

And so on, and se on. 

Irritating part of it is that direct- 
ly one becomes interested in the life 
problem of. any of these people, one 
is promptly switched off to another 
set of characters. 

Suddenly (for the ordinary the- 
atre-goer) one is faced with the 
situation of London being bombed 
by an unnamed European country 
without war having been declared 
on England, and its effect upon the 
occupants of the apartment house. 
Then becomes apparent the play is 
a strong piece of anti-war propa- 
ganda. 

Very well played and intelligent}: 
produced. Well worth considera- 





tion for America, Joilo. 


It. 





(Continued from page 49) 


the subpoenas, which Goodman and 
Goldblatt declared were illegally is- 
sued by Moss. 

Goodman accompanied the agents 
to Moss’ office and after first tell- 
ing the commissioner that he was 
not in his legal rights in summon- 
ing the reps for questioning, added 
that the agents would not talk, any- 
how, as per his advice. Finally he 
allowed the agents to answer a 
couple of questions as to their busi- 
ness relations with acts, the only 
information Moss getting being a 
reiteration of the counsel’s conten- 
tion that ..is clients weve personal 
managers, giving acts unusual and 
unique service, and therefore not 
within the province of the Employ- 
ment Agency Law. 


Won’t Show Up 


After these brief interviews were 
over Goodman and Goldblatt made 
it plain to Commissioner Moss that 
further subpoenas to the RKO, 
Loew and Indie agents they repre- 
sent would be disregarded. From 
Friday afternoon on the subpoenas 
agents received were turned over to 
Goodman or Coldblatt, -with the 
lawyers calling Commissior.er Moss 
to tell him that the agents. would 
not show up. - 
compromise 
and 


An unprecedented 
offered by Moss to Goodman 
Goldblatt was laughed off by the 
counsel. This came after the law- 
vers brought up a point in the Em- 
ployment Agency Law at variance 
with Moss’ drive to license the 
agents. i. e., on how it would be 
possible for the agents, if licensed. 
to collect their commissions from 
acts when the law stipulates a 
maximum fee of 5% that can be 
extracted from an employee (act), 
with 5% already being deducted by 
the licensed booking offices. When 
the lawyers pointed out that the 
law would not allow the acts to pay 
a double commission, Commissioner 
Moss declared that if the agents 
would accede to the licensing he 
would shut his eyes to this point 
and the agents could extract as 
much of the acts’ salaries as they 
could collect. 


During the past week Commis- 
sioner Moss made numerous state- 
ments in the press anent ‘chisel- 
ing’ agents. He topped it all on 
Monday (7) when he enlisted the 
Broadway Association in his drive 
against the type -e-nts who 
with offices in their hats, book stag 
shows. 

Inspectors Erred 


In a statement to VARIETY Com- 
missioner Moss pointed out that his 
inspectors erred in starting at 57th 
street and working down towards 
42d with their subpoenas. By do- 
ing this they got the ‘big shot 
agents first, Moss said, ‘When 
what I wanted af the start was ‘he 
small fry.’ 


When asked about the claim of 
the agents’ lawyers that the word 
‘agent’ is nothing more than a trade 
term as applied to the majority of 
the reps in the show business. Moss 
again stated that there aren't any 
more personal managers and that 
all reps as they are today are 
agents that procure work for acts 
the same as any Sixth avenue em- 
ploymert agency procures work fo1 
a cook 

‘When I have questioned ail the 
agents and classified them,’ Moss 
said, ‘I shall issue summonses either 
to one or two, or maybe all of them 
at once.” 

A summons from Moss to an 
agent would mean an arraignment 
in Magistrate’s Court on a misde- 
meanor charge. The magistrate 
hearing the case, or cases, can either 
throw the case out of court or hold 
it over for General Sessions. A 
conviction on a charge of operating 
without an employment agency li- 
cense carries a maximum fine of 
$500 or six months in jail, or both 
The first case will probably be a tes: 
affair and penalties will be waived 

150 Plasters 


Commissioner Moss claimed that 
up until Saturday afternoon his in- 
spectors had handed out more than 
150 subpoenas in the theatrical dis- 
trict. A check on the agents rep- 
resented by Goodman and Goldblatt, 
however, revealed that only 16 re- 
ceived the orders to appear hefo e 
| Moss, with but 12 actually putt'> 
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4 New Musicals Open in Budapest 
And Lo!—All Are Doing Business 


+ 


Agents vs. Moss | 


Budapest, April 26. 

Four new musicals in one week, 
three of them better than average, 
are a big order for a city of this 
size, but they opened. Two of them 
are making big profits and the other 
two paying their way. 

‘Wild Flower,’ book by Erno An- 
day and music by Eisemann, with 
Marika Roekk in the lead and a 
good cast, is playing to capacity at 
the Andrassy-uti theatre. Has to 
do with a woman-hater who sud- 
denly finds himself father of a 
grown-up and charming daughter. 
She marries off her father to the 
girl he has not allowed himself to 
care for and, incidentally, gets her- 
self married, too. Plenty of fun in 
the dialog and in the score. Pro- 
duction and play both belong to the 
better type. 

‘Love Me, Darling,’ at the Fovar- 
osi theatre, is another Anday book 
but is scored by Komjathy. Hannah 
Honthy in the leadi_ the big attrac- 
tion. About a big boss who does not 
allow his employees to marry, on 
principle. Therefore loving young 
couple has to live together without 
benefit of clergy. After a misunder- 
standing, which nearly sends hero- 
ine into the arms of the boss, she 
makes him see reason and give up 
his rule, so that true lovers may 
be married and elderly boss, the bet- 
ter for a little heartache, gives them 
a salary raise. Regulation operetta, 
with pride wounded to the quick in 
the second act, jealousy, re enge 
and the rest of it, and mistake 
cleared up in the tiiird. Sound plot, 
sound score, far too little fun, but 
much popular appeal. Seemingly 
this is still a type of operetta that 
draws audiences here. 

Irene Biller Back 


‘In Parliament, at the Magyar, 
book by Vadnay, music by Ilred 
Markush, is the vehicle for the re- 
turn of Irene Biller to her home 
stage. Most popular soubrette here 
about ten years ago, Irene Biller 
apparently lost some of her appeal, 
married an American non-pro, mi- 
grated to the States, tried her hand 
at pictures in lesser parts, divorced 
and returned to the Budapest stage. 
She is much improved in looks and 
acting and was well received in this 
burlesque musical, which differs fa- 
vorably from the other two in that 
it has plenty of laughs and a very 
bright, light, clever score. Pity that 
humor is largely local. Good comedy 
cast does its best, but audi-nces 
seem to prefer the sentimental brand 
of musical, the Vienna type, to this, 
which is more Frenchy in style. 

‘Playing with Fire,’ book by Uray, 
score by Szlatinay, at the Royzsl 
Orpheum, with Emmy Kosary in the 
lead, doesn't come anywhere near 
the other three. 

Reason for this sudden sprouting 
out of musicals—Kalman’'s ‘Devil 
Horseman,’ nearly ready to open at 
Kiraly theatre, making a fifth—is 
that agricultural fair, industries fair 
and other events bring many pro- 
vincial visifors to town. It is to 
their tastes that producers are try- 
ing to. cater. 





journey to the License Department 


were those who got the papers 
Saturday and Monday, being Alex 
Gerber, Phil Bloom, Al Grossman 


and Sam Sheppard. 

Twelve agents who saw Commis- 
sioner Moss Friday were Ike Cooper, 
Larry Puck, Charles Yates, Altec 
Hanlon, Jack Mandell, Myer North, 
Eddie Halson, T.ou 3ush, Billie 
Goldie, Jack Davies, Maurice Golden 
and Al Friedman. Maurice Rose, 
president of the RKO Agents’ Asso- 
ciation, also made the trip, but was 
not subpoenad. 

Moss claims there are more than 
400 theatrical agents that must be 
licensed. At the rate of $25 yearly 
fees each the city would net $10,000. 
Licensing was supposed to have 
taken effect. May 1, the agents in 
Moss’ point of view operating ille- 
gally after that if not licensed. 


BLYSTONE’S CHORE 
Hollywood, May 7. 


John Blystone draws the direct- 
ing assignment for ‘The Ace,’ air 
picture to be produced at Fox by 
A’ Rockett. 

teginald Berkeley is writing a 


new treatment and has postponed a 





—) to Paris for research on the 
to be based on the work of 


an appearance. The four who didn't j Louis Pasteur. 














ze, 
lis 


er 


n- 
th 


at 


~~ 


r. 
1e 
to 
r- 
in 
i- 
1e 


eRSaeir rr, 


S@te 


| 


es 


ee ee ee ee ee ee | 


"VW =e 


ee ee 2 ee Om 


— Vea 6Ulw 














Tuesday, May 8, 1934 


BEGETEMATE 





VARIETY tt 











Mid-Summer Temps., No Fresh Hits, 
Daylite Saving Help Scuttle Legits 





Sudden summer came to Broad- 


way late last week, temperature 
topping 86 degrees Saturday for an 
but that, with but 


rea- 


early May record, 
few exceptions, was not the 
son why grosses declined all along 
the line. Daylight saving, which 
generally reacts against the theatre 
for the first week or two, more than 
counteracted the benefit to legits 
credited to the five-day week. 

Ticket agencies, which were par- 
ticularly socked, had a _ different 
slant on the drop in sales. They 
contend that Broadway has had but 
one real hit since the first of the 
year, ‘Dodsworth’ being the sole 
standout, and they have nothing to 
offer regular customers who seek 
fresh attractions. 

Dullness of the stock market Is 
another alibi, and the fact remains 
that no show in town drew actual 
capacity last week. That takes in 
‘As Thousands Cheer’ and ‘Dods- 
worth,’ although the former looks 
sure to last the summer and the 
advance sale extends into August. 

Publication of ‘Men in White’ as 


the probable Pulitzer prize play 
also disclosing the claim that the 
advisory committee had _ selected 


‘Mary of Scotland’ and that the 
awards body at Columbia Univer- 
sity named ‘Men’ regardless, was 
favorable for both. Winner bucked 
the downward tide, gross going up 
$3,000 to $13,000, while ‘Mary’ held 
its own at $20,000. 

‘Jig Saw,’ which 
Barrymore last week, drew fair no- 
tices and may go through June. 
Two additional premieres flivved, 
‘Picnic’ being yanked after the sec- 
ond performance at the National, 
while ‘Love Kills’ was kidded at the 
Forrest and should have stopped. 
Your new shows enter this week 
two being touted favorably. 

Closing this week; ‘The Pursuit 
of Happiness,’ Avon; ‘Big Hearted 
Herbert,’ Biltmore; ‘All the King’s 
Horses,’ Imperial, and ‘Yellow Jack,’ 
Beck. Due in next week: ‘Come 
What May,’ Plymouth, and ‘Invita- 
tion to a Murder,’ Masque, in ad- 
dition to the revivals of ‘Pinafore,’ 
Majestic, and ‘The Desert Song,’ St. 
James. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Guild (32d week) 

(CD-914-$3.30). Will run as long as 


debuted at the 


profitable with summer holdover 
likely; slightly affected last week 
at $9,000. 


‘All the King’s Horses,’ Imperial 
(15th week) (M-1,468-$3.30). Final 
week; socked in last week’s sluffing; 


moderately successful; goes to 
Grand, Chicago. 
‘Are You Decent?’ Ambassador 


(4th week) (C-1,166-$3.30). Low 
cost comedy with cut rate support; 
approximately $3,000, which gets it 
by. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 
(32d week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Affect- 
ed for first time since opening; 
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March 16, 1934 


AUDIENCE APPROVES 
NEW MARCUS REVUE 


“Broadway Merry-Go-Round” 
Gives Nippon Gekijo Another 
Outstanding Hit 








M’ATEE RUNS WILD AGAIN 
Use of Jazztime “Sakura 
Ondo” Proves Popular Inno- 
vation—Scenes Spectacular 
By Maximilian Murphy 
First it was ‘“‘La Vie Paree,"’ 


and last night it was “Broadway 
Merry-Go-Round,” and the cash 
customers who saw the latest 


edition of the Marcus Show put 
the OK chop on the repeat order 
and made it unanimous. The 
Nippon Gekijo has another smash 
hit on its boards, and the likeli- 
hood that the American troupe 
will push the end out of March 
and go into April with their 
Tokyo engagement has become 
well-nigh a certainty. 











Prepare to Play 


MARCUS 


Girls of All Nations 
First Authentic International Revue 


Seven So. Dearborn Suite 1512 
CHICAGO 





about $1,500 under capacity, takings 
being $25,000; however, tickets sell- 
ing into August. 


‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Biltmore 


(18th week) (C-991-$2.75). Final 
week; fairly good run at moderate 
grosses; around $5,000 mark. 


‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (11th week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.30). Not affected as 
much as some others and a out 


most performances; $22,50 which 
is slightly under capacity. 
‘Every Thursday,’ Royale (list 


week) (C-900-$2.75). Presented by 
Wee & Leventhal; written by Doty 
Herbert; has been playing rotary 
stock; opens Thursday (10). 

‘Follies,’ Winter Garden (19th 
week) (R-1,483-$4.40). Should be 
summer draw if sticking; business 
fairly strong; last week estimated 
around $22,000. 

‘| Myself,’ Mansfield (ist week) 
(C-1,097-$2.75). Presented by Mal- 
colm L. Pearson and Donald E. 
Baruch; written by Adelyn Bush- 
nell; opens Wednesday (9). 

‘Jig Saw,’ Barrymore (2d week) 
(C-1,096-$3.30). Drew fair notices 
and indications are for moderate 
money engagement beyond Guild 
subscription period; about $11,000 
first week. 

‘Love Kills,’ Forrest (2d week) 
(CD-1,057-$2.75). Drew severe pan- 
ning: after ceauinee night takings 
estimated less than $50 nightly. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Alvin (24th 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). Mention in 
Pulitzer prize rumpus attracted at- 
tention; helped maintain pace at 
around $20,000; final four weeks. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (33d 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Advance 
news of Pulitzer prize award jumped 
attendance in face of slump; around 
$13,000 last week. 

‘Moor Born,’ Playhouse (6th week) 
(D-896-$3.30). Doing fair trade but 
not figured as summer stayer; esti- 
mated around $7,000 last week. 

‘New Faces,’ Fulton (9th week) 
(R-900-$3.30). Claimed to have held 
its own last week, with the gross 
quoted at $8,500; intimate revue in- 
definite. 

‘No More Ladies,’ Morosco (16th 
week) (C-916-$2.75). Slightly under- 
estimated; average pace around 
$11,000, with about $1,000 less last 
week. 

‘Picnic,’ National. Opened Wed- 
nesday (2) and closed following 
night. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon (31st 
week) (C-830-$2.75). Final week; 
moderate money comedy made neat 
profit from engagement and picture 


rights; show goes to London. 
‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (25th 

week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Approxi- 

mated $20,000 last week; turned 


some profit, although figure is low- 
est since show climbed towards eca- 
pacity in second month. 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum (32d 
week) (C-923-$3.30). Figuring on 
sticking through June, with visitors 
to the fleet the potential draw; 
about $8,000 last week. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (29th 
week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Leading 
laugh show eased again with the 
field, but with gross around $14,000 
made profit. 

‘The Milky Way,’ Cort (1st week) 
(C-1,059-$2.75). Presented by Sid- 
ney Harmon and James Ullman; 
written by Lynn Root and Harry 
Clork; opens tonight (8). 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Booth (13th 
week) (D-708-$3.30). Not definite 
after this month; British drama 
moderately successful; last week’s 
gross about $8,000. 

‘The Wind and the Rain,’ 
(15th week) (C-918-$2.75). 
comedy from London, too, 
grade, but to milder takings; 
ured around $4,000 Jast week. 

‘These Two,’ Miller (1st week) (C- 
944-$3.30). Presented by Casey and 
Liddle; written by Lionel Hale; 
opened Monday (7). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th St. (23d 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Off slightly, 
but with takings better than $8,500 
neat profit turned; will hold over if 
lead (Henry Hull) sticks. 

‘Yellow Jack,’ Martin Beck (10th 
week) (D-1,214-$3.30). Final week 
again announced; business estimat- 
ed around $8,000. 


Other Attractions 


‘Bitter Sweet,’ 44th Street; 
vival;; opened Monday. 
Gilbert and Sullivan revivals, Ma- 


Ritz 
Light 
made 

fig- 


re- 


jestic; ‘The Pirates of Penzance,’ 
current. 

‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ St. 
James; revival. 

‘Stevedore,’ Civic Rep theatre; 


success in 14th street. 
‘The Lady from the Sea,’ Little; 


revival. 
‘The Drunkard,’ American Music 
Hall (former small church); re- 


vival doing excellently. 
Grand Opera, Hippodrome; 
prices. 


pop 





Carey Vice Pryor 
Hollywood, May 7. 
William Carey replaced Roger 
Pryor in the lead of Henry Duffy’s 
‘Men in White,’ for its final week at 











El Capitan, ending Saturday (5). 
Pryor went to work at Paramount. 








Shows in Rehearsal 





*‘Saluta’ (Cort and Abram- 
son), Imperial. 

*Caviar’ (Pat Leonard), 
lywood. 

‘Invitation to a Murder’ 
Stein), Masque. 

‘The Desert Song’ 
and Brian), St. James. 


ONLY ONE SHOW 
IN PHILLY, 
$9,000 


Philadelphia, May 7. 
Only one legit house is open here 
now. The Erlanger, which has been 
slipping of late, is dark this week 


on the promise of reopening Mon- 
day with a return engagement of 
‘Biography’ (third time in Philly) 
and the Forrest, closed last week, 
won't relisht until Thursday (10) 
because of a three-day postpone- 
ment of the ‘Only Girl’ revival. 

All of which leaves only the 
Broad doing business today, tomor- 
row and Wednesday. Show is ‘The 
Second Man,’ with Bert Lytell, and 
it is doing exceptionally well. In 
fact, the Broad has been main- 
taining a very even and excellent 
average of trade under its cut-rate 
and 40% pass-tax system. Last 
week’s $9,000 looked mighty sweet 
all around. 

Shuberts are putting considerable 
store by the ‘Only Girl’ revival. This 
Herbert operetta hasn’t been re- 
vived since its original presentation 
in 1916 and the present cast—Robert 
Halliday and Bettina Hall starring 
—looks interesting. Local engage- 
ment is advertised as ‘presented by 
Lawrence Shubert Lawrence,’ who 
is the Shubert head here. Same 
$1.50 top used for ‘My Maryland’ 
and ‘The Moon Rises’ will be main- 
tained. First of these clicked and 
second flopped. 

Engagement will probably be for 
two and a half weeks, with ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ to follow and a promise of 
‘The Student Prince’ and ‘The Vaga- 
bond King,’ later. 

TI, Myself,’ try-out by a new firm, 
and not one of the Wee & Leven- 
thal series, got nice notices at the 
Erlanger last week, but didn’t do a 
great deal of trade. Figured around 
$4,500, or a little better. 

Chestnut is apparently getting 
keys and camphor balls for rest of 
the season, with the general belief 
existing that the Erlanger will fol- 
low suit within a few weeks. First 
intention was to keep this house 
(also possessed of a cooling system) 
open into the summer and close 
the Broad, but now it looks as if 
the latter will keep going the longer 
of the two. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ originally 
scheduled for the Erlanger, is now 
dated for the Broad on May 21. It 
will follow “The Wind and the Rain,’ 
which will have a single week’s stay 
and then may (and may not) move 
to the Erlanger. 


Estimates for Last Week 


*l, Myself’ (Erlanger, one week 
only). Not a Wee & Leventhal 
booking. Biz bum, with $4,500 re- 
ported. House dark this week. 

‘The Second Man’ (Broad, ist 
week). Fine notices and good trade. 
Almost $9,000. Stays this week and 
then ‘Wind and the Rain’ and ‘Big 
Hearted Herbert.’ 


Hol- 
(Ben 


(Purcell 














Herbert’ Looks Set for Chi Season 
On $4,000 Opener; “Affections’ 2146 





$4,300 FOR COOKS ON 


‘HOUR’; MAY GO TO CHI 





Baltimore, May 7. 

Charles Emerson Cook Players 
squeezed a good $4,300 out of Keith 
Winter’s ‘The Shining Hour’ at 85c. 
top at Ford's last week. 

This week, Flo Reed mounts the 
rostrum to guest-star in “‘Thorough- 
bred.’ Miss Reed ranged the same 
opus over the foots for same outfit 
up at the Auditorium last January. 
Boumi Shriners are contribing 
partial sponsorship for second ses- 
sion. 

Next week Miss Reed lingers un- 
der the Ccok guidon to troupe the 
Laura Hope Crews role in ‘Her Mas- 
ter’s Voice’; Harry Ellerbe will trip 
opposite in the part originally han- 
dled by Roland Young. ‘Master’s 
Voice’ looks like last production of 
company at Ford's. Cook has been 
approached and is dickering with 
three Chicago legit barns on terms 
to descend on the windy city with 
Miss Reed in ‘Thoroughbred’ to try 
to make a run of it at $1.50 top. 


Rogers $24,000 
In S. F., Visiting 


Stars on for Bows 








San Francisco, May 7. 
Will Rogers is doing big business 
at the Curran in ‘Ah, Wilderness’ 
and what’s more, is reviving some- 
thing that looks like the good old 


legit days with plenty of celebs ap- 
pearing out front and coming on- 
stage for cross-fire with the Okla- 
homa bard. 

Rogers in ‘Wilderness’ looks to 
grab off a very hefty $24,000 for the 
first.of its three weeks at the Cur- 
ran, where Henry Duffy has tilted 
the ante to $2.75 from usual $1.65. 
Those name appearances are getting 
around, too, especially after Eddie 
Cantor and Fred Stone showed up 
and Stone did 10 minutes of songs 
and gags with the star. O. O. Mc- 
Intyre, Irvin Cobb and Barbara 
Hutton Mdivani are expected in this 
week, and to take a bow, too. 

Opening tonight (7) is Olsen and 
Johnson in ‘Take a Chance’ at the 
Columbia, with the comics popular 
here and expected to do quite well. 
Their radio commercial has helped 
them. 





Future Plays 


‘We Dress for Dinner,’ farce com- 
edy by Aben Kandel, taken by Sid- 
ney Salkow and B. F. Kamsler, who 
plan early production. 

‘Saluta’ described as an operetta 
type of revue goes into rehearsal 
this week, Harry Cort and Charles 
M. Abramson presenting. Book is 








by Will Morrissey. 





She Loves Me Not’ $6,000 





N. Y. Hit Opens Slow in L. A.—Yiddish 


‘Kolb’ $11,000, 


Best in Town 





Los Angeles, May 7. 

Grossing virtually as much in its 
six-day stand here as did the com- 
bined three opposition attractions, 
‘Yoshe Kalb’ in Yiddish, with Mau- 
rice Schwartz, piled up a substan- 
tial profit over its nine perform- 
ances at the Biltmore. Take bet- 
tered $11,000. 


Final week of ‘Men in White’ at 
El Capitan sagged, although mat- 
inees held strong, for around $4,000. 

Two newcomers proved disap- 
pointing, with ‘She Loves Me Not’ 
failing to get started on its initial 
stanza at the Belasco, and ‘Shim 
Sham Revue’ proving a financial dis- 
appointment at the Hollywood Music 
Box, with lack of sufficient funds 
to properly exploit mostly respon- 
sible. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Men in White,’ El Capitan (8th, 
final week) (D-1,571-$1.65). Second 
continuance of the engagement not 
so forte, largely through retirement 
from cast of Roger Pryor who had 
to go back for picture work. At 





around the $4,000 mark just so-so, 
with not much profit. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ Belasco (ist 
week) ‘C-1,103-$2.20). Despite its 
N. Y. success, this comedy of col- 
lege life has failed to catch on with 
the locals as attested by a meagre 
$6,000 opening stanza. Biz is build- 
ing slowly and management is hop- 
ing for three or four weeks. 

‘Shim Sham Revue,’ Music Box 
(ist week) (R-965-$1.65). Coming 
in virtually cold, with newspaper 
advertising dropped two days before 
the opening, due to lack of ready 
cash, this high type revue, with an 
array of outstanding talent, gar- 
nered a small $1,500, and future is 
uncertain. 

*Yoshe Kalb,’ Biltmore (1st week) 
(D-1,656-$2.20). Given a lavish pro- 
duction this all-Yiddish play, fea- 
turing Maurice Schwartz, drew 
heavily, with the six nights and 
three mats well patronized. Take of 
$11,000 rated exceptional, considering 
general apathy of legit public to 
patronizing the stage offerings here- 
abouts. 


—_—_— 


Chicago, May 7. 

Legit goes into a short slump, as 
does the rest of local show business, 
while awaiting advent of the 
World’s Fair. One show arrived last 
week and clicked from the start at 
the Cort. That is ‘Big Hearted Her- 
bert,’ with Taylor Holmes. Cort 
theatre has a long record of suc- 
cesses with cut-rate, cheap money 
shows. 

‘Herbert’ comes in after 15 weeks 
of ‘Curtain Rises,’ which never 
topped $4,000, but made money right 
along. ‘Herbert’ looks capable of 
sticking through the summer. 

Same goes for ‘Affections, Ltd.,’ 
which doubled its first week’s gross 
during the second week. And the 
second week gross was $2,600, which 
means a profit. 

‘Shining Hour’ closes at the Sel- 
wyn this week after six weeks of 


up-and-down business. ‘Gypsy 
Love,’ originally slated for the 
Grand, has been passed up. Instead 


the house will get ‘All the King’s 
Horses’ May 15. Also leaving this 
week is ‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ 
which came in for two weeks and 
stayed four. 

Princess has been leased for pic- 
tures, which makes it the fifth legit 
house to go to native In the past 
year. Princess has been dark as an 
ace legit spot for years. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘All the King’s Horses,’ Grand (M- 
1,207; $3.30). Opens here on May 
15 (Tuesday). 

‘Affections, Ltd.’, Studebaker (C- 
1,250; $1.50) (4th week). Holding 
around $2,500 now, which is okay. 
Horace Sistare, however, still figur- 
ing on a new show. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ Erlanger 
D-1,318; $2.75) (4th and final week). 
Came in for a fortnight under the 
American Theatre Society banner, 
and is sticking four. In the money 
right along on a six-day week at 
$11,000. 

‘Shining Hour,’ Selwyn (D-1,100; 
$2.20) (6th and final week). Started 
slowly, built to $8,000 top, and then 
started sliding fast. Last week down 
to $4,500. Goes out this week. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Cort (C- 
1,100; $1.50) (24 week). Off like a 
shot from the start on excellent re- 
ports and admission price. House is 
a cinch for a comedy of this type. 
Hitting to $4,000 on opening session 
and should stick above $3,000 for a 
long time, which is on the right side 
of the books for everybody con- 
cerned, 

Other Attractions 


‘Girls in Uniform,’ Blackstone, 
Closed Saturday (4) after long stay 
to rave notices and word-of-mouth 
for this Charles K. Freeman non- 
pro production which brought 
Shaindel Kalish. ; 




















THE CORNER STONE 
OF MAN’S 
FINANCIAL 
STRUCTURE 


Life Insurance 


it’s Not How Much You Earn 
but How Much You Save Regu- 
larly That Counts! 


You have your own problems and 
are entitled to have a Program 
built for your particular use. It 
will cost you no more to own In- 
surance which fits your case per- 
fectly than to buy misfit In- 
surance, 


Let us show you how to provide 
an Income that will take care of 
any emergency. 


For Further Details Write 


JOHN J 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Av., New York City 
Phones Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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Pulitzer Prize Enigma 
Discussion in the dailies last week 
on the Pulitzer prize winners prob- 
ably set a new high on award argu- 


ments Pulitzer awards have fre- 
quently caused considerable discus- 
sion pro and con, but never so 
heavily before the winners were of- 
ficially proclaimed. 

Reason, of course, was the ad- 
vance publication of the winners 


last week, although awards were not 
made definite until last night (7). 
With the advance publicity came 
the surprising announcement by the 
judges of the play award that they 
had picked ‘Mary of Scotland,’ but 


were over-ruled by the Columbia 
University officials, who picked ‘Men 
in White.’ Same thing, it was 
learned, happened to the _ novel 
award, judge’s choice being dis- 
carded. 


Novel judges picked ‘A Watch in 
the Night,’ by Helen C. White, but 
awards committee over-ruled it to 
give the prize to ‘Lamb in His 
Bosom, by Carolyn Miller. 

Only other time known that the 
Pulitzer committee reversed itself 
was in 1927, when the novel award 
was given to ‘Scarlet Sister Mary, 


by Julia Peterkin, because prema- 
ture newspaper publication of the 
actual winner ‘Victim and Victor,’ 


by John Rathburn Oliver, annoyed 
the committee so much they changed 
their minds the night before the 
selection was made public. 

Explanation on the switch from 
‘Mary of Scotland’ to ‘Men in White’ 
is dual. First is that the awards 
committee preferred an American 
scene to a foreign one, although the 
Pulitzer will, set no rules on this 
phase. Same thing may have been 
true on the novel, ‘Lamb in His 
Bosom, which is a book about the 
South, and ‘Watch,’ laid in 
thirteenth century Italy. 

Another argument given much 
credence in theatrical circles is that 
the switch was made because the 
committee was loath to give the 
same playwright a prize two years 
in succession, Stallings, who won 
last year’s prize, having authored 
‘Mary.’ 

Next year the Pulitzer Awards 
committee will try to work out a 
different manner of publishing 
names of the winners Columbia 
accuses the newspapers of breaking 
faith in disclosing the awards a 
week in advance. 





Richard Smith Bankrupt 

Richard R. Smith has filed a 
statement of insolvency. Smith's 
action, which is a personal one, fol- 
lows shortly after that taken by the 
book firm of Ray Long & Richard 
Smith, of which he was the head 
until some months ago. He is at 
present with the book publishing 
firm of Stokes in an executive ca- 
pacity. 

Schedules and claims not filed by 
Smith, but among his creditors is 
Ray Long. Financial difficulties of 
Long & Smith began shortly after 
Long took a sudden leave of ab- 
sence and went to the South Seas. 
Long is now on the Coast. 

Preedy Tag Explained 

Publication by King of George 
Preedy's new novel, ‘Queen’s Ca- 
price, has again raised speculation 
as to the author's identity. In the 
current Saturday Review of Litera- 


ture, William Rose Benet says 
George Preedy is really Marjorie 
Bowen, even though the English 


Who's Who lists Preedy. 

Fact of the matter is that Mar- 
jorie Bowen is as much a pseudonym 
as George Preedy. Writer, who has 
used both those names, is actually 
Gabrielle Margaret Long. 

Bang-Tail Literature 

Load of printed matter on play- 
ing the races threatens as a result 
of the legalization of betting in 
New York. One of the first books 
on the subject is ‘The Brokers’ Bet- 
ting Pian,’ issued by a new publish- 
ing organization, the Granada Pub- 
lishing Company. Book, which 
claims to give the system for beat- 
ting the ponies, sells for $5. 








Winchell Asking $2,000 
Walter Winchell’s contract with 
the N. Y. Daily Mirror expires in 
the fall and the Broadway columnist 
is reported asking a 100% salary in- 


crease, or $2,000. He is believed 
contracted at $1,000 a week cur- 
rently. 


Winchell is said to favor settling 
in Hollywood and writing for the 
screen, 





Sell Air Yarn 
Bogart Rogers and Frank Dazey, 
who sold their original yarn, “‘Twen- 
ty Hours by Air,’ to Paramount re- 
cently, have disposed of the fiction- 
ized version to Liberty. 


D-D’s Fast One 

Doubleday, Doran took advantage 
of the interest focused on arma- 
ments through the simultaneous 
publication of books on the sub- 
ject by two rival houses by re- 
publishing in pamphlet form an ar- 
ticle on the same theme originally 


carried in Fortune, entitled ‘Arms 
and the Men.’ D-D got it up to 
sell for a dime. First edition of 


20,000 was quickly sold, and a sec- 
ond printing of 25,000 is being 
rushed through. 

The two books on the same sub- 
ject are ‘Merchant of Death,’ which 
Dodd, Mead is publishing, and ‘Iron. 
Blood and Profits,’ being issued by 
Harper. 


Pratt Clicking 

Theodore Pratt is beginning to 
erack the publishers all around. 
Has a short story, one of a series, 
in the July Pictorial Review, and 
another in the next Esquire. Also 
has a novel due for simultaneous 
publication by Dutton in New York 
and Selwyn & Blount in London. 
Book is entitled ‘Not Without the 
Wedding.’ 
Pratt's firs€ novel, ‘Spring From 
Downward,’ was on a depression 
theme, which American publishers 
feared, but it got quick publication 
and a nice reception in London. 





Mercury Goes International 

While awaiting the appointment 
of an editor, American Mercury is 
undergoing a change in _ policy 
which may be permanent, The de- 
bunking mag is no longer confining 
itself to showing up the Babbitts 
only and is spreading out to take 
in world affairs. 
Amerimerk’s altered policy in- 
stalled by Charles Angof, who is 
temporarily handling the chief edi- 
torial reins. 





Mysteries For A. C.’s 
Appleton-Century to go in for de- 
tective stories in a big way. Con- 
cern will publish about a dozen de- 
tective novels in a heap next fall 
under the classification of the 
Tired Business Man’s’ Library. 
About half the number of the first 
dozen scripts are already on hand. 





Lawrence J. Tres Dies 
Lawrence John Tres, 34, editor 
and sports columnist of The Stand- 
ard Star, New Rochelle, N. Y.,* died 
in New Rochelle hospital April 30. 
Was on rules committee of Na- 
tional Soft-ball Association. 

Surviving are his widow, both 
parents, a sister and two brothers. 





Eleanor Shaler’s New One 
Eleanor Shaler, actress who quit 
to do writing, has completed a new 
book, ‘Wake and Find a Stranger,’ 
which will be published by William 
Morrow. 

It’s described as a bright novel 
about life in New York theatrical 
circles, 

No S&S Subsid 

Simon and Schuster has no con- 
nection of any sort with Empire 
Publishing, who brought out ‘Pul- 
itzer Prize Winner, a novel. 

Previously printed report that 
Empire was a sub rosa S & S sub- 
sid was in error, 


Par In East 


(Continued from page 3) 
put of 12 features in Astoria, al- 
though this figure is held maximum 
and nine is reported more likely. 

In the Hecht-MacArthur' deal 
Parites ‘claim the company is not 
contributing toward the budgets and 
that the 50%, other than that com- 
ing from the electric, is either the 
writers’ own money or that of some 
angel. 








Spanish Talkers 


Par's own eastern production 
plans call for Spanish talkers (or- 
iginals) at Astoria, First of a 


planned series of six starts Friday 
(11). Albert Deane, head of Par- 
mount’s foreign publicity depart- 
ment, has been named Par produc- 
tion liason on these films. 

Just how many additional pic- 
tures will be turned out by or for 
Par at the Astoria film factory isn’t 
indicated now but would probably 
be decisioned by June 18, when Par 
holds its annual sales convention. 

Hecht and MacArthur start off 
around May 21 with ‘Crime Without 
Passion’ as their first. Claude 
Rains, who did the top assignment 
in ‘Invisible Man’ for Universal, will 
head the cast. 

Pictures will have Arthur Rosson 
as production manager, Lee Garmes 
on photography and Slavko Vor- 
kapich assisting on technical mat- 
ters. - 
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Best Sellers for the week endi 


‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) 
‘Tender Is the Night’ ($2.50) 
‘Oppermans, The’ ($2.50) 


‘Seven Gothic Tales’ ($2.50) 
‘Long Remember’ ($2.50) 


Non-F 
Ca eee ke bss 


‘While Rome Burns’ 





Best Sellers 





American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 


evecsseeese by Lion Feuchtwanger 
‘Five Silver Daughters’ ($2.50) .... 


seeeeseses+s by MacKinley Kantor 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 


ng May 5, as reported by the 


concepee By Hervey Allen 
cocceceees BY F. Scott Fitzgerald 


eevee 


..»- By Louis Golding 
..-By Isak Dinesen 


iction 
By Alexander Woollcott 


“ee ee ewee 








Alexander Laing writing another 
mystery yarn, his book of poems 
and essays, ‘Wine and Physic,’ 
comes off the Farrar & Rinehart 
press May 31, and he's preparing to 
go to Europe on a Guggenheim 
study project. Just a versatile lad. 


Houghton Mifflin is marking the 
25th anniversary of Peary’s reach- 
ing the North Pole via publication 
of ‘How Peary Reached the Pole,’ 
by Commander Donald MacMillan, 
who was Peary’s assistant on the 
trip. 

Henry McLemore, who writes 
‘Today's Sport Parade’ for United 
Press, is accompanying the Walker 
Cup golf team to England, with 
Stuart Cameron grinding out the 
daily column for him. 

May issue of Golden Bvok has the 
first half of the libretto of John 
Erskine’s ‘Helen Retires,’ produced 
a couple of months ago by the Juil- 
lard School. Second half in the 
June issue. 

Robert O. Ballou to publish next 
month ‘Beale Street: Where the 
Blues Began,’ by George W. Lee. 
Volume will have a foreword by W. 
Cc. Handy, composer df ‘St. Louis 
Blues.’ 

Nearly 1,500 novels submitted al- 
ready in the international prize 
novel contest being conducted by 
Dodd, Mead and the British house 
of Cassell. Contest has more than 
six months to go. 

Pieces on American life which 
Lewis Gannett, Herald-Tribune 
book critic, wrote for his paper, are 
being gathered in book form for 
summer publication. Will bear the 
title of ‘Sweet Land.’ 

Nathaniel Wes. vho wrote ‘Miss 
Lonelyhearts,’ has finished a new 
one for Covici-Friede for June pub- 
lication. Entitled ‘A Cool Million, 
or the Dismantling of Lemuel Per- 
kins.’ 

John Day Company continues to 
be the semit-official New Deal pub- 
lishing house by issuance in two 
weeks of a book by Frances Perkins,’ 
secretary of labor, ‘People at Work.’ 

Board of directors of William 
Morrow & Company, book publish- 
ers, increased by the addition of 
Dorothy Thompson (Mrs. Sinclair 
Lewis). 

Gene Fowler due in New York 
first week of June, having completed 
his Hollywood chores. Will be at his 
house on Fire Island the rest of 
the summer. 

H. G. Wells and Liam O'Flaherty 
came over on the same day, though 
on different boats. Perhaps the lead- 
ing English and Irish scribblers, 
respectively. 

Robert Littel, drama critic of the 
old World, has been writing a novel, 
his first, and Harper has it for pub- 
lication. 


Honore Willsie Morrow here to 
deliver new novel to her publisher. 
Will stay a month, then back to 
England. 

Charles Caldwell Dobie in from 
Irisco to deliver his new novel, 


‘Portrait of a Courtesan,’ to Apple- 
ton-Century. 

James Truslow Adams back to 
England to settle his affairs there. 
Will return to locate permanently 
in Connecticut. 

Edward Hope, the ‘She Loves Me | 
Not’ author, who is now living in 
Nice, has finished a new novel, 
‘Calm Yourself,’ 

Martha Ostenso will 
Minneapolis. 


summer inj 





| Fox-WC Guilty 


(Continued from page 7) 
ized by suspension of all film prod: 4 
uct. Complaint had been ‘filed by‘ 
Pacific National Theatres, which 
charged that the practice was det- 
rimental to its house in Chula Vista, 
five miles distant. 





a 


“Dina AERO) ols s ccben veces wks eseeeeeees- BY Romola Nijinsky 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) .....e.esseee....-By Walter B. Pitkin 
‘New Dealers, The’ ($2.75) ....... seeeseeeees by Unofficial Observer 
‘Robber Barons’ ($3.00) ......e5ee5 Peer es to By Matthew Josephson 
Chatter against Feldstein & Dietrich over 


the securing of the lease of the 
Rialto in Burbank (suburb) after 
Rennie had operated the house for 
10 years, was referred to the Code 
Authority in New York for decision. 

National Military Home at Saw- 
telle was adjudged violating code 
by permitting outsiders to attend 
twice-weekly free screenings given 
ostensibly for inmates of the home. 
Institution was ordered to cease the 
practice and to install a system of 
policing whereby only inmates in 
uniform, or bearing cards, were to 
be admitted. 

Other Squawks 

Neighboring film house managers 
had complained that many persons 
outside the home had been attend- 
ing the showings, by reason of 
checking at the door. 

Hearing on the Cistrand-Principal 
and Fox-West Coast Theatres case 
gave the board members plenty of 
grief during the week. Original 
hearing on Tuesday was continued 
through Thursday and again on 
Friday. 

Simon J. Lazarus, on behalf of 
Cistrand, charged that because the 
circuit had overbought film product 
for Alhambra, his Garfield was 
threatened with closing because of 
his inability to obtain major com- 
pany film. 

Circuit’s defense was that in- 
stead of overbuying in Alhambra, a 
shortage actually existed and had 
to be made up by spot bookings of 
available features. 


GTE Reorg 


(Continued from page 4) 


should not be abandoned for $5,000,- 
000. Attorneys for Senator Daniel 
O. Hastings, the GTE receiver, re- 


plied along the line that the claims 
are hypothetical, that presssing 
them would drown the reorganized 
GTE in an ocean of legal complexi- 
ties and that these same legal steps 
required would take so long that the 
hypothetical profit to accrue to GTE 
creditors would be eaten up in the 
meantime, 

Additionally, they pointed out to 
the court the cost of this litigation 
would be nothing that could be 
taken care of by holding benefit 
bingo parties. 

The All-Continent (Fox) opposi- 
tion goes back to the financial war- 
fare that got Chase entangled with 
GTE through heavy loans, many of 
which were made to GTE either 
during or in connection with GTE's 
campaign for centrol for Fox Films. 

Whether All-Continent interests 
are convinced the GTE creditors 
would benefit by holding out against 
Chase on the agreement, or whether 
the idea is to block a GTE reorgan- 
ization to keep the roads clear for 
the successors to the Fox alignment, 
is plenty problematical here and 
this matter is not likely to be peeled 
in the Chancery court. 

The angle of the Hastings pro- 
posal which provides that Chase 
would giee GTE a one-year option 
to purehase 325,000 shares of Fox 
Film A at $15 a share was not 
cleared up here in any way. It is 
nevertheless figured that the devel- 
opment of Fox opposition to Hast- 
ings’ proposal indicates a revival of 
the Fox-GTE feud and a battle for 








| Gomination of the field, to be de- 
cided as the depression clears up 
and the springs of speculative 


money thaw. 

Reorganization of GTE urider the 
Hastings plan would find Chase as 
thoroughly entangled as ever, hold- 
ing a big block of GTE_ stock, 
which it would receive for turning 
over all its claims and the col- 
lateral behind them Chase also 


would be puttting up the working} 


capital and expenses of reorganiza- 
tion, 





Complaint of John T. Rennie 
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| Book Reviews 





Actor-Author 

Ian Hay is generally recognized 
in the show world as an actor who's 
appeared on both sides of the 
ocean, But he’s probably more im.« 
portant as a novelist, however, than 
as a leading man. He’s a smooth, 
thoroughly British tale-spinner, 
without much depth, but with a fa- 
cile pen and quick wit. 

Hay’s newest novel is ‘David and 
Destiny’ (Houghton-Mifflin; $2), 
It won't set any sales records, and 
won't get much comment in liter- 
ary circles, being but a light, pleas. 
ant little story. To show folks, 
however, it ought to be highly in- 
teresting reading, and probably 
could be turned into a film. 

Story is about a Scottish boy who 
has music in his heart. Brought 
up without any education in the 
streets of London, he finally gets 
his chance in life by meeting two 
delightfully mad people who more 
or less adopt him. He becomes fa- 
mous as a singer in New York and 
London, makes lots of money, and 
goes back to London, and the one 
girl, to head a snooty orchestral 
association and write the great mu- 
sical masterpiece. 

Enough screwy things happen, 
delightfully told, to keep the yarn 
moving. 





Miss Nesbit Again 

Evelyn Nesbit, who has previous- 
ly written three or four auto- 
biographies, including the one 
which was abruptly withdrawn 
from the Hearst newspapers after 
the first few chapters, has done an- 
other. This time it is subtitled 
‘The Untold Story’ with a main 
title of ‘Prodigal Days’ (Messner, 
$2.50), 

With an air of engaging intimacy, 
Miss Nesbit tells her story, but 
much of it doesn’t seem to jibe 
with what old newspaper men re- 
call. It is garbled to throw the 
sympathy to Stanford White. 

However it makes brisk reading 
and has been nicely ghosted. It 
should, however, be regarded in 
the light of fiction. ' 





Another On Mary 

Since there seems to be a vogue 
for historical novels, there may be 
some demand for ‘Queen's Caprice,’ 
by George Preedy (King; $2.50). 
It’s an interesting book, though not 
a good one, and worth looking over 
for a better conception of Mary, 
Queen of Scots. 

Obviously written by a woman, 

despite the author’s name on the 
title sheet. 
In some spots she’s allowed to be 
tough and hard, but it’s a different 
viewpoint from the one generally 
conceived. It’s good characteriza- 
tion and a new light on an old sub- 
ject. If better written it would 
have been an important book. 





Horsy Heroics 

Will Jenkins has taken what the 
reviewers of hoss operas know as 
the ‘number three’ plot for his ‘Out- 
law Sheriff’ (King, $2). That’s the 
one in which the hero gets himself 
a bad reputation tn order to ferret 
out the rustlers. 

Still, it makes good light reading, 
with the old plot material furbished 
up to gain some novelty and vigor- 
ous action. Better told than the 
run of mill, and appealing to those 
who like equine episodes, 

Not enough of a departure from 
the norm, however, to make picture 
material 





Miss Norris’ Play 

Every famous author is permit- 
ted a certain amount of personal 
balm every once in a while by pub- 
lishers. That may explain why 
Doubleday-Doran published ‘Vic- 
toria’ ($2), a play by Kathleen Nor- 
ris. 

Miss Norris has always felt that 
she wanted to say certain things 
about Queen Victoria. And she says 
them in a play which will probably 
never be produced. 





Spinster Detective 

Still the parade of good mystery 
yarns continues. Newest is ‘Puz- 
zle of the Silver Persian,’ by Stuart 
Palmer-and a peacherino. 

Palmer wrote the ‘Penguin Pool 
Murder,’ also a good detective story. 
Same character, an old spinster 
school teacher, does the unraveling 
of the mystery, and does it better 
than Scotland Yard could. 





Coast Contact for Esquire 
Ralph Parker is on the Coast con- 
tacting scribblers for Esquire. 
Already has Bob Benchley, Donald 
Ogden Stewart and Arthur Caesar 
lined up for satirizing. 
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Places 


By Cecelia Ager 


Miss Niesen’s New Dress 
That pixie Paramount theatre 
mike turned playful first show Fri- 
day, thought it could tease Gertrude 
Niesen, get her upset. It knows 
better now. Miss Niesen just paid 


it no mind, went right on quite as 
if its services didn’t matter, and 
sure enough it wasn’t’ many bars 
ere that mike fell right into line 
and after a few preliminary blusters 
there it was, giving its all so that 
Miss Niesen might give her all, 
which she did. 

Miss Niesen’s extraordinary com- 
posure, in the face of the mike’s 
prankish defection, was no doubt 
due to the confidence thaf comes to 
a gal when she knows she's well 
dressed, when she knows she’s look- 
ing practically swell. 

Miss Niesen, who sings funda- 
mental, whose tones start down in 
her very toes, has a new dress, a 
fine new dress. It’s frosty white, 
it’s simple, it’s lady-like. It clings 
close to the waist, then flows easily 
down to the floor, neglecting, as it 
Passes them, Miss Niesen’s hips. 
This is a new trait in Miss Niesen’s 
costuming, an admirable idea. It 
makes Miss Niesen’s convolutions 
to ‘Carioca’ quite graceful. 

For the record, the dress has a 
high square neckline marked off 
with clips that sparkle. Miss Niesen 
has hit upon a new coiffure too, 
restraint in large, shiny waves that 
makes only one concession to the 
old days—it still tumbles over one 
cheek, but with a new decorum. 
And when she shakes her head, it 
falls right back in line. 

Ann Pritchard leads the Bob 
Alton Girls, performing her rous- 
ing toe pirouettes in fragile white 
chiffon shaded to blue—with feath- 
ers—at the hem. She’s wearing her 
white feather casque too, a lovely 
thing because it fits so snugly and 
is modelled in classic line. The 
girls dress in transparent white and 
dance under blue lights, bearing in 
their arms silver leaves. Sweet. 
Finale-time they’re in yellow satin 
Wrap-around long. skirts, bright 
short blue jackets, red and white 


plaid ties and belts and caps. 
Brash. But jaunty. Gay too, very 
gay. 





The Deadly Dame , 


Properly chilling, is Mary Morris 
in ‘Double Door,’ hard and cruel, 
and yet strangely pathetic, too. 
Maybe a little too disfiguring a 
make-up, a make-up that looks too 
much like just what it is—a make- 
up. But a fine coiffure, piling its 
hair in artfully shaped puffs that 
Buggest—no, that bellow—a devil's 
horns, 

A characterization of such con- 
summate villainy that, in less ex- 
pert hands, it might rant itself into 
travesty. Miss Morris keeps it on 
the right side by stressing her 
lady’s taut restraint, by indicating 
her violence only in her feline 
springs, as swiftly checked; by the 
almost strangled tones of her voice, 
by the ferocity of her authority. 
Meller stuff that freezes giggles 
with the dominance of its seething 
understatement. 

Evalyn Venable’s voice ill-fits the 
serenity of her placid glance, her 
insistent sweetness. It’s too tight- 
throated, it lacks the music implied 
by her utter virtue, by the lovely 
sympathetic picture she makes in 
her turn-of-the-century period cos- 
tumes. She is appealing to see in 
her large brimmed hats with their 
willow plumes, her slender, full- 
skirted suits, her high, whale-boned 
guimpes that accentuate the grace 
of her long neck, but not quite as 
appealing to listen to. Easily her 
eyes fill with tears; not so sensitive, 
her voice. And there’s a lot of talk 
in ‘Double Door,’ plenty of talk, and 
so plenty of opportunity in which 
to wish it had variety and range. 

Anne Revere trembles on the 
verge of hysteria till her big scene, 
which makes it bigger. Miss Morris’ 
restraint on one hand, Miss Ven- 
able’s limitedness of scale on the 
other, serve Miss Revere well. Her 
abandoment to emotion registers 
the stronger because Miss Morris 
won't match her, and Miss Venable 
can't. 





Too, Too Columbia 

They say in Hollywood it does a 
£2l good to get away from her own 
home lot. This week they’re look- 
ing at Carole Lombard in ‘20th Cen- 
tury,’ then rubbing their eyes, look- 
Msg again, and still incredulous, 
murmuring, ‘but that can’t be 


Carole Lombard, it can’t. Why, this 
girl is alive!’ 

Carole Lombard in ‘20th Century’ 
doesn’t even look like Carole Lom- 
bard, not until she gets into her 


white satin one piece pyjamas, and 


then it comes over you all of a 
sudden that there’s something 
vaguely familiar about the un- 


abashed expanse of that derriere. 
That’s right, it is Miss Lombard. 

She never used to care at Para- 
mount, either. She’s always be- 
lieved in the witchery of white 
satin, has never been shy about 
what it brings up about a figure, 
has always gone upon the assump- 
tion that the more you reveal, the 
more you convince that what you 
reveal must, ipso facto, be good. 
Though Columbia has changed her, 
it could not—maybe it didn’t want 
to hurt her—shake that tenet of 
her faith. 

Miss Lombard is even yet for- 
getting to drape her negligee so 
that it cloaks her pretty satin pan- 
ties and bras-—though why she 
wears the latter garment in dis- 
habille and then so flagrantly dis- 
ecards it when she gets dressed is 
still another one of those beguiling 
little puzzles that make lovely fem- 
ininity so adorable, they say. 

But in ‘20th Century’ Miss Lom- 
bard has found strength and vitality 
and good health again. If it had 
been that kind of a part, she would 
have found dignity, too. She’s ex- 
changed her make-up mask for a 
human being’s face, her either 
sleekly plastered or violently friz- 
zed coiffures for a comparatively 
simple hairdress that flatters her 
by virtue of its height, her yearn- 
ing to be an exotic—expressed by 
dead pan, swooping lips and star- 
ing eyes—for a costume so fright- 
fully chic she straightway becomes 
as exotic in it as ever her wildest 
dreams. It’s a black suit with a 
Swagger coat that has a carelessly 
upstanding turnover collar, front 
facing, and bell sleeve cuffs of 
leopard. Her turtle neck sweater 
and leopard turban make her just 
too, too, too. 





Sixth Ave. Must Be Heaven 


The good little, sweet little, pre- 
cise little Rockettes don’t have to 
wait for reward in heaven; it’s 
theirs this week at the Music Hall. 
It comes to them in tulip costumes, 
wise and understanding fashionings 
of crisp color, dashing line and be- 
coming gaiety, attributes of costum- 
ing they always deserve, the clever 
lassies, even though they never sulk 
through all those weeks that they 
‘don’t get them. 

Round their glender, yellow taf- 
feta-wrapped bodies, green taffeta 
tulip leaves entwine; in back they 
become fanciful swallow-tails that 
point their willowy grace. Their 
faces smile out from huge vari- 
colored tulip petals ascending from 
collars around their necks. When, 
then, they nod their heads and point 
their toes, it’s a row of bright, flaw- 
less flowers swaying in the breeze, 


flowers with straight - kicking, 
straight-bending stems. The Rock- 
ettes are dazzling when, as this 


week, they’re done right by. 

Ballet corps, opening the show as 
Dresden china tea cups, make way 
for Kay, Kataya and Kay. Kataya’s 
long straight legs suit her mechan- 
ical doll dancing. She makes, too, 
a dizzily spinning top as her part- 
ners whirl her round and round on 
one toe. 

Everything ends happily, with the 
ballet corps back as red oilcloth 
Dutch boys and yellow and red 
Dutch girls, the choral ensemble in 
blue Dutch lady dresses—the Music 
Hall’s abandoned, for this week’s 
show, its longing to make the choral 
ensemble showgirls—and the Rock- 
ettes as tulips. 

The Rockettes arrive on a pretty 
blue barge; they clamber off it and 
hie themselves across the stage, 
because no matter what they are, 
where they are, the Rockettes al- 
ways respond to. an instinct that 
draws them out in one long, for- 
ward-kicking, applause-evoking line. 





Mama Loves Papa 


When Lee Sims confesses on the 
stage of the Palace theatre four 
times a day this week that lomay 
Bailey is really and truly Mrs. Sims, 
there is a warm patter of applause 
because it seems the Palace audi- 
ence approves of marriage, partic- 
ularly the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sims. 

He calls her ‘mom’ and ‘my dar!l- 
ing,’ and she looks at him with 





adoration when he breaks into his 


piano flourishes. He thinks she has 
a glorious range to her voice and 
she admits laughingly that his piano 
playing is something. 

He, kind of ruggedly awkward, 
punctuates his friendly little talks 
with clean masculine swear words, 
while she, sweet and womanly in 
light blue lace modestly buttoned 
with rhinest.ne buttons up to her 
throat, and a tidy, back-swept coif- 
fure, listens devoted-wife-like, giv- 
ing out that he’s just a great big 
boy. It’s all very folksy and 
str .sthening to the institution of 
the American family. 

Ames and Arno, with their slap- 
stick rough-l.ouse and hearty antics 
set the !it‘le ones a-laughing, nor 
are the little ones critical of the 
girl’s right to wear ruffled green 
leotards. 

The little lady of the Cossacks 
vears a red oret with her white 
satin, maribou bound, chiffon sleeved 
and rhinestone embroidered skating 
costume. There are leotards in 
Matti: -*. hms, but white satin 
mess jackets . nd black lace trousers 
for the finale; leotards, too, in the 
Harry Burns act. Only Miss Bailey 
o. this week’s Palace bill is really 
formal and wears a dress all the 
time. 





New Stars 


(Continued from page 3) 
year. The picture name standing 
changes were about average. The 
year before ('32-’33) new film stars 
numbered 16, as against only 10 
dropouts. This year’s 27 ex-stars 
were considerably more than usual. 

Film’s 19 Top-Billers 


Pictures’ 19 new top-billers, by 
studio, were: 

Fox—Spencer Tracy, Lillian Har- 
vey. 

RKO-Radio — Francis 
Ginger Rogers. 

Universal — Margaret Sullavan, 





Lederer, 


Paul Lukas, Roger Pryor, Boris 
Karloff, Gloria Stuart. 
Warner-FN—Ruby Keeler, Joan 


Blondell, Bette Davis, Dick Powell. 

Metro—Jeanette MacDonald, Her- 
bert Marshall, Myrna Loy. 

Paramount — Claudette Colbert, 
Bing Crosby, W. C. Fields, Charles 
Laughton. 

Columbia—May Robson. 

United Artists—Anna Sten (Gold- 
wyn). 

Lillian Harvey, Lederer, Mar- 
garet Sullavan and Anna Sten 
starred in their first year in 
Hollywood. Misses Harvey and 
Sten were foreign film imports. 
Lederer is also from abroad, but 
starred in legit on Broadway before 
going films over here. Miss Sulla- 
van is a Broadway legit product. 
Another quick star developed dur- 
ing the year was Dorothea Wieck, 
brought over by Paramount as a 
result of the foreign ‘Maedschen in 
Uniform,’ But after one picture she 
was dropped, therefore now rates 
among the exes. Bing Crosby (Par) 
is classed as a star by his studio, 
but prefers to be just featured on 
the title sheets. Some exhibs also 
take exception and star him on the 
marquees, 

Twenty-eight losers of star bill- 
ing in films, some dropping back to 
featured player ranks, others going 
idle temporarily and still others 
leaving pictures altogether. For 
the first time in many years the 
names of Mary Pickford, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Sr., and Charlie Chaplin 
are missing from the major studio 
contract player lists, although all 
will probably be back in harness 
next season. Fairbanks is making 


a picture in England now and 
Chaplin starts one in Hollywood 
shortly. 


Others dropping from the star 
shelf were: Tom Keene, Helen 
Twelvetrees, James Dunn, Sally 
Eilers, George O’Brien, Clara Bow, 
Ken Maynard, Sidney-Murray 
(team), Tom Mix, Lew Ayers, Ruth 
Chatterton, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Buster Keaton, William Haines, 
Laurel-Hardy (team), Richard Ar- 
len, George Brent, Charles Bickford, 
Leo Carillo, Gloria Swanson, Fay 
Wray, Max Baer, Walter Huston. 
Last named left pictures only to re- 
turn to the stage and subsequently 
became one of the year’s standout 
3roadway actors through his per- 
formance in Dodsworth.’ Baer was 
a freak star from the fight rimg and 
out after one picture. 

Notable picture comebacks were 
staged by seven picture names, 
probably the outstanding one being 
that by Al Jolson, who also man- 
aged throughout the year to retain 
his place as a radio star. Others in 
strong comebacks were Dolores Del 





Rio, Chester Morris, Edmund Lowe, 


Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





VENITA 


(Loew's 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 


GOULD 


State) 





shown for a minute. 


taffeta was most becoming. 


ing costumes, 


raincoats of red, white and blue. 


Rialto’s audience is a judge. 


picture stenogs. 


were overdone. 


satin 
stole. 


feit hat. 


antics. 


tals across the back of the stage. 


a meaning all its own. 


from the waist up. 


theatres. 


ties. 
Lila Lee; doing a comeback, has 


in the other houses. 
with the white fox collar. 


contortions. 
white. 


Esther Lloyd was in purple satin with a hat of cerise. 
Miss Lloyd did the fan dance in 
chiffon which was dropped for the dance proper. 
Alexander and Betty Castle did some clever tap dancing in very becom- 


blue with large hats the girls posed behind the soloists. 
outfit of orange ruffles shaded to the faintest pink. 
was resplendant in feathers and brilliants. 

Dorothy Magan, Frances Black and Alice Haley, three girls of unusual 
dancing ability, did much for this unit. 
were the comedy relief and will bear watching. 


liants, that is what the part called for. 
looking with long fringe at the elbows as the only trimming. 


first effect was the well known Chinese idol of the many arms. 
music the girls went through many maneuvers, every movement having 
If you get me. 

What the girls wore didn't mean a thing; 


‘California Revels’ did a lot of dancing of the acrobatic type. 
girls in white and orange military suits did some clever tapping. Golden 
brown velvet and chiffon was the costume of a miss doing the same old 
A girl with Arthur Petley was in black satin trimmed with 


State’s ‘Frenchmen’ 

Anatole Friedeland’s condensed version of 
the stage at Loew's State and proves entertainment of unusual worth 
Venita Gould heads this organization, looking very trim in all her black 


‘50,000,000 Frenchmen’ holds 


and white creations. One white satin gown had full bell sleeves and a 
tailored suit was oddly trimmed with straight feathers. A black net 
gown had taffeta for the foundation. A cape of bronze sequins was 


An orchid 
white 
Dot Shannon, Peggy 


The large chorus appeared first in black and white, some skirts and 
some pants in black chiffon with white coats. 
In gowns of mauve, green pink and 


The girls looked well in 


One ruffled 
A white number 


Al Neuman and his two stooges 





Not So Successful 
‘Success at Any Price’ at the Rialto doesn't live up to its name, if the 
With Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., is Colleen 
Moore, and very nicely does this girl do her job. 

Miss Moore plays a stenog and her office dresses are the same as other 
Dark in color with lighter collars and cuffs. 
Tobin does the only dressing in the picture and most of her costumes 
A great many furs were shown and brocades and bril- 


Genevieve 


One black negligee was good 





Crossing Gable’s Wimmen 

‘Manhattan Melodrama’ at the Capitol sends Clark Gable to the chair. 
That’s all wrong. Women won't stand for it. 

Myrna Loy, as Gabel’s gal, is seen first in an ermine coat over a white 
evening gown with much crystal trimming. 
bracelets are on the wrist and the new clip earrings in the ears. 
silvery gown had a double-breasted effect and worn with a silver fox 
She boards a steamer in a beaver trimmed tweed coat and small 
A long black coat was noticeable for its sable cuffs and muff. 
The collar was upstanding and lined with a light fabric. 

At the races Miss Loy chose a chiffon frock and large straw hat. A 
moving picture bed had this miss reclining in a net beruffled neglige. 

Jack Benny, on the stage, kept the folks amused with his familiar 
Mary Livingstone wore a stunning gown.of French blue crepe 
made long and clinging. Very odd was a scarf of navy blue covering 
the shoulders and hanging to a long end down the back. 

Chester Hale girls were in green skirts and yellow blouses. 
slippers and belts carried the same combination. 
done by these girls was a credit to the stager. 
On each was pe.ched three girls. 


diamond 
A very 


Several 


Hats, 
The second number 


There were eight pedes- 
The 
To slow 


in fact they looked nude 





Same Faces and Clothes 
Saturday, the first warm day of the season, proved disastrous in the 
There were but a handful of customers at the Casino Varie- 
‘Whirlpool’ was the picture, with Jack Holt at his best. 


grown quite mature. As a girl of 


the 90’s and 20 years later, she wears clothes appropriate to the periods 
but nothing out of the ordinary. A young blonde miss was a reporter 
and dressed nicely, as also was a girl who played the adventuress. 

The vaudeville part of the show consisted of acts seen all too recently 
Jeanne Lang was in the same white tailored suit 
Olive Sibley was in blue with red accessories. 


Three 





Alice White, Louise Fazenda, 
Adolph Menjou. 

In radio stardom is gauged by a 
name’s generally accredited national 
status, which can only be obtained 
through network broadcasting. 
Strictly local air favs are not in- 
cluded. Those who appeared to the 
radio business to have reached na- 
tional prominence during the year 
were George M. Cohan, Joe Penner, 
Fred Waring (orch), Rubinoff, Will 
Rogers, Jimmy Durante, George Ol- 
sen (orch), Ethel Shutta, Lanny 
Ross. 

"Majority of established stars like 
Eddie Cantor,” Ed Wynn, Bing 
Crosby, Paul Whiteman, etc., main- 
tained their previously gained 
national radiq ratings during '33-’34, 
but as for new stars the radio busi- 
ness fell behind the year before 
when 15 were deVeloped. 

Legit Stars 

The legit trio gaining star billing 
during the year for stage perform- 
rPances, and their shows, were: Hen- 


ry Hull (‘Tobacco Road’), Helen 
Broderick (‘As Thousands Cheer’), 
Mady Christians (‘The Divine 
Drudge’). 


In pictures about 60 comparative- 
ly new faces are, and have been 
throughout °33-'34, receiving treat- 
ment and build-up for possible star- 
ring later on. From these probably 
will spring the new stars of '34-'35 





Among them are: 
Ann Sothern, Patsy Kelly, Gene 








Raymong, Donald Cook, Adrienne 
Ames, Mary Boland-Charlie Ruggles 
(team), Burns and Allen (team), 
Grace Bradley, Kitty Carlisle, Bus- 
ter Crabbe, Dorothy Dell, Katherine 
DeMille, ~ Frances Drake, William 
Frawley, Cary Grant, Jack Haley, 
Charlotte Henry, Ida Lupino, Joan 
Marsh, Gertrude Michael, Gail 
Patrick. 


Alison Skipworth, Evelyn Ven- 
able, Toby Wing, Elizabeth Young, 
June Knight, Onslow Stevens, Russ 
Brown, Henry Armetta, Fred As- 
taire, Chick Chandler, Pert Kelton, 
Katherine Alexander, Elizabeth Al- 
lan, Mae Clarke, Joan Gale, Betty 
Furness, Russell Hardie, Ted Healy, 
Jean Howard, Otto Kruger, Robert 
Young. 


Patricia Ellis, Hal LeRoy, Ruth 
Donnelly, Margaret Lindsay, Jean 
Muir, Dorothy Tree, Guy Kibbee, 
Nick Foran, Victor Jory, Raul Rouw- 
lien, Rosemary Ames, Alice Faye, 
‘Pat’ Paterson, Shirley Temple, June 
Viasek. 





For Cotton 


Hollywood, May 4. 
Mary Brian leaves here this week 
for New York to make a personal 
appearance as representative of the 
film industry at the banquet May 14 
at the Waldorf-Astoria in connee- 
tion with National Cotton Week. 
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East 


William Goldhart named manager 
and treasurer of Avon _ theatre, 
leased last week by Laurence 
Rivers, Inc. 

Harry Bannister, producer of ‘The 
Drunkard,’ plans road companies for 
Boston, Chicago, and one to tour 
Westchester. Reed Landis to rep- 
resent in Chicago. 

Drama Repertoire Players to pre- 
sent their summer offerings at 
Kingston, N. Y. Dorothy Deer- 
Horn directing. 

Paul Moss, commissioner of li- 
censes, has started drive to license 
those theatrical agents operating as 
employment agencies without per- 
mission of the license department. 
Campaign aimed -t chiselers with 
unethical practices and those who 
refuse to pay performers. 

Ernest Truex will open his sum- 
mer theatre at White Plains May 
28. Frank McCoy will stage pro- 
ductions. 

Inaugural show of Yale Univer- 
sity Drama School in New York will 
be at the Venice theatre, June 11. 
‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room’ is first 
offering. 

Winthrop Ames denied a review 
by Supreme Court April 30 of his 
claim to a deduction in Federal in- 
come tax for 1924. Claims losses of 
$504,372 in operating his Little the- 
atre in New York, in which he 
owned all the stock. Was seeking a 
deduction claim of $109,474 for 
losses sustained. 

Park Commissioner Moses has 
asked police to enforce rule against 
solicitations at public baseball dia- 
monds. Several complaints made of 
hat-passing. 

Hedgerow theatre, Moylan-Rose 
Valley, Pa., to present first Ameri- 
can performance of ‘Let the Punish- 
ment Fit the Crime,’ May 19. 


Dreamland parking lot at Coney 
Island will be operated by the city 
beginning May 14. Accommodates 
3,900 cars, and will be operated at 
lower rates than previously charged. 

Station WNYC, municipally op- 
erated, would be discontinued under 
measure introduced by board of al- 
dermen Monday (30). Operating 
costs about $75,000 a year. 

Dynamite bombs destroyed fronts 
of four theatres in Pittsburgh, Pa.. 
Monday (30). Local labor trouble 
believed the cause. 

Shipment of 476 trained fleas 
sailed from Boston for the Circus 
Schumann at Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, Wednesday (2). Instead of 
casing the fleas the owner said he 
would place them on a live dog, for 
which a special crate has been built. 


Enric Madriguera being sued by 





Gay Delys for $100,000 on breach of 


promise charge. 


Alberto Baccoloni, conductor at 
Hippodrome opera, and Bruna Cas- 
tagna, soprano of same company, 
married Tuesday (1) by Mayor La- 
Guardia. ‘ 

Payment of $540,331 in tax ar- 
rears and penalties made by Para- 
mount Broadway Corp. Tuesday (1) 
as step in reorganization plan of 
Paramount- Publix. 

Harry Harkness Flagler, president 
of Philharmonic-Symphony Society, 
announced drive for $500,000 to 
cover prospective deficits for next 
three years has been passed. Fund 
now amounts to $501,659. 

Speedy arrival of police at May- 
fair theatre prevented a free-for-all 
fight Monday (30). Man in audi- 
‘ence arose and denounced the anti- 
Hitler picture being exhibited. 

Stench bomb broken in Loew's 
State theatre Tuesday night (1). 
Sale of tickets halted briefly. Man- 
ager denies any labor trouble, 
though house is being picketed by 
projectionists’ union. 

Mrs. Charlotte Livingston, writer, 
committed suicide by jumping from 
a window of Harbor Sanitarium 
early Wednesday morning (2). Mrs. 
Livingston came here from Holly- 
wood April 6 and was being treated 


at hospital for a fractured right 
arm. 

An additional three conductors 
will be added to the list for the 
Philharmonic-Symphony orchestra, 


making a total of seven for season 
of 1934-35. 

Jed Harris has optioned two new 
plays being written by Lionel Hale. 

Emanuel Cohen and Austin C. 
Keough left New York Tuesday (1) 
for Hollywood. 

Mitzi Mayfair arrived in New 
York Tuesday (1) from London, 

Lee Shubert returned from Eu- 
rope Tuesday (1). 

Selwyn theatre leased to Arnu 
Amusement Corp. for three years. 
Now operating as grind film house. 
Arnu also operates Wallack and 

m H. Harris theatres on 42nd 
street, two old legits also converted 
to films. . 

Emiiy Holt, associate counsel of 
Equity, appointed member of Radio 
Broadcasting Code Authority. Miss 
Holt will represent artists and per- 
formers other than musicians. 

Herman Shumlin has taken ‘Chil- 
dren’s Hour,’ play by Lillian Hell- 
man, for fall production. 

‘Potter’s Field’ postponed until au- 
tumn. 

Greta Nissen robbed of $5,000 in 
jewelery at her home in London. 
Isadore Feld, starred in new Yid- 
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dish musical at McKinley Square 
theatre, Bronx, Thursday (3). 

Sid Schwartz and Len Golos have 
written a play called, ‘Don’t Worry,’ 
which will be presented by J. Liv- 
ingston on Long Island. 
Disagreement of judges and ad- 
visory board of Pulitzer prize win- 
ners grabbed plenty space in dailies. 
Judges selected ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
and advisory board of Columbia 
picked ‘Men in White.’ 

‘Lady from the Sea’ extended 
curtain time to 3 p.m. and reduced 
admissions for matinees to make 
them available for students. 
Charles O. Carey opens his sum- 


mer season at Cliff theatre, Sea 
Cliff, N. J., Decoration Day. Will 
also try three new plays, ‘Glass 


Houses,’ by Rosemary Casey; ‘Mis- 
ter Mary,’ by William P. Tell, and 
‘Bacon for Breakfast,’ Claiborne 
Foster and Nellie Foster Young. 
‘Drums O’ Voodoo,’ all-Negro 
talking picture, produced by In- 
ternational Stageplay Pictures, Inc., 
for Loew’s Seventh Avenue. 

Lyric theatre, 42nd street, opens 
May 8 with grind vaude and tab- 
loid stock. Chamberlain Brown to 
direct combination. 

Soviet Government refused re- 
quest of Chicago Century of Prog- 
ress that the Russian crown jewels 
be exhibited at World’s Fair. 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
begins summer season July 2. Ten 
plays to be presented under direc- 
tion of Raymond Moore. 

Gene Lockhart, appearing in ‘Ah, 
Wilderness,’ writing a book called 
‘Stage Technique and Pantomime.’ 
Katharine Hepburn returned to 
New York from Mexico Thursday 
night (3). Miss Hepburn refused to 
comment on her reported divorce 
action. 

‘Hitler’s Reign of Terror’ is a 
newsreel is plea of Jewel Produc- 
tions, Inc., in asking Supreme Court 
Justice Levy to restrain interfer- 
ence of showing of picture at May- 
fair theatre. Film being exhibited 
without a license. Francis Kelliher 
counsel for State Board of Educa- 
tion declared theatre is commiting 
a misdemeanor. Decision reserved. 
Gustave Blum has organized a 
stock which he will present this 
summer at Napanoch Country club 
in Catskill Mountains, beginning 
July 1. 

Stevens Institute of Technology, 
Hoboken, N. J., gave demonstra- 
tion of the use of controlled sound 
for legitimate theatres. 

Leonard Bergman, nephew of late 
A. L. Erlanger, announces the re- 
establishment of the 42nd Street 
Country Club. Club __ originally 
started by Oscar Hammerstein, 
David Belasco and Charles Froh- 
man 40 years ago. 

No more licenses issued to retail 
liquor stores in any county in N. Y. 
State was statement of Chairman 
Mulrooney Wednesdays (2). 

Albert Murtha and Alexander 
Zimmerman arrested by detectives 
assigned to watch for stench bomb- 
ings in Manhattan theatre, 213 Man- 
hattan ave. Men are accused of 
placing rubber gloves filled with 


stench fluid under their chairs. 
Herman Reisner, owner of house, 
estimated the damage at $1,000. 


3oth held without bail for hearing 
in West Side Court. 

Emma Bugbee elected president 
of the New York Newspaper 
Women's Club. 

Fire at Davenport theatre, east 
27th street, forced patrons to leave 
shortly after show started Wednes- 
day night (2), during performance 
of ‘Merchant of Venice.’ Drape 
caught fire but was extinguished by 
stagehands. 

Peggy Fears underwent operation 
for appendicitis Wednesday (2) at 
Medical Arts Sanitorium, Opera- 
tion satisfactory. 

Sousa Men's Band, under direction 
of Eugene LaBarre, will give 10 
concerts on consecutive Sundays be- 
ginning May 13 in Rockefeller 
Plaza, Radio City. 

Max Gordon returning From Eu- 
rope May 11. 

Suit brought a year ago against 
Jose Iturbi, pianist and conductor, 
by Richmond Harris, his former 
manager, for breach of contrac,t dis- 
missed in N. Y. Supreme Court. 
Harris withdrew suit for $5,000 al- 
legedly due for commisstons. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon forced 
to cancel their personal appearance 
tour. Miss Daniels’ contracted 
mumps after kissing a baby brought 
backstage to see her. 

Soviet government forbids tour of 
United States by the Moscow Art 
theatre or any other first rank Rus- 
sian musical or dramatic companies. 
Reason is given protests of the pub- 
lic in the U.S.S.R. 

Rockridge theatre, Carmel, N. Y., 
will have an eight weeks’ season of 


summer drama. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Coburn directing. 
Caryl Bergman out of cast of 


‘Caviar,’ ill. 
National Music Week opened it’s 
1lth annual celebration Sunday (6). 
crwin Strauss, son of Oscar 
Strauss, arrived in New York from 
Europe Thursday (3). He will write 





music exclusively for Music Hall 
shows, Radio City. 

Anna Roselle flew to New York 
from Seattle Wednesday (2) upon 
being informed of an engagement to 
appear in production of ‘Madame 
Butterfly’ at Music Hall. Miss 
Roselle touring with San Carlo 
Opera. 

Mrs. Betty Tracy, sister-in-law 
of Arthur Tracy, suing him for 
$100,000 for supposedly breaking up 
her marriage to Bert Tracy, singer's 
brother. Mrs. Tracy also suing her 
husband for separation. 


County and town fair associations 
in New York have received a total 
$293,629 in State aid. Payment on 
basis of premiums awarded last 
year by towns for agricultural 
prizes during fairs. 


Colonel E. A. Schiller, theatre op- 
eration head of Loew’s, given testi- 
monial dinner by his associates 
(Monday) on eve of his departure 
for Hawaii. 


Bill for removai of ban on inter- 
state shipment of films of prize 
fights being prepared for proposal 
to Senator Barbour of N. J. 
Jewish Theatrical Guild, in drive, 
announced an increased member- 
ship of 100 for the past week. 
Mare Lachmann = and Monte 
Proser joining forces to open their 
he advertising and publicity of- 
ce. 

Annual meeting of the Actor’s 
Fund of America to take place at 
the Lyceum Friday (11). Daniel 
Frohman will preside. 

Miss Barbara Robbins left New 
York Friday (4) for Hollywood. 
Local high school girl signed by 
MGM for pictures. 

Cosmopolitan theatre on Colum- 
bus Circle opened Saturday (5) 
with a very cosmopolitan show un- 
der direction of Emmet Moore and 
the Associated Players. Show is 
grind vaudeville combined with 
opera, wrestling, boxing, a marathon 
dance, magicians, circus clowns, etc. 
Performers represent a league of 
nations, composed of Irish, Spanish, 
Italian, French and German. 

Four Masters, quartet, engaged 
by Hal Skelly for ‘Come What May,’ 
opening at Plymouth, May 15. An 
old-fashioned brass band also hired 
to do atmosphere work behind the 
scenes. 

Jean DeKoe, tumbler, with Ring- 
ling show, now in Boston, killed 
when landing on his head after an 
incomplete somersault. 

First concert appearance of newly 
formed East Side Symphony, under 
auspices of Music School Settlement 
heard Friday (4) at Town Hall. 
Melzar Chaffee conducted. 

‘Picnic’ had no picnic with two- 
performance run. Opened Wednes- 
day (2) and closed following night. 
Murray Jay Queen, stage man- 
ager for ‘Sailor Beware,’ left for 
Bermuda. 

Inez Courtney and Fania Marinoff 
off for Coast Saturday (5), by boat. 
Lawrence Langner will operate 
Country Playhouse at Westport, 
Conn., this summer. First produc- 
tion will be his own ‘American 
Dances.’ 

Fay Webb Vallee denied applica- 
tion to withdraw her action to set 
aside her separation agreement of 
$100 a week from Rudy Vallee. Ap- 
pelate Division of Supreme Court 
gave decision. 

Reported Katharine Hepburn to 
wed her manager, Leland Hayward, 
next month. Hayward arrived in 
New York by plane, Friday (4), to 
join Miss Hepburn. 

Harry Richman signed for Ben 
Marden’s Riviera, May 17. 

On complaint of Eduardo Froge- 
nals of ‘Sailor Beware’ cast, Jean 
Wolfe arrested and charged with 
stealing $2,400 from him after giv- 
ing him a powdered drink at a 
party. Miss Wolfe released in 
$5,000 bail. Detectives testified she 
had deposited $550 in bank morning 
after the clipping. 

‘Past Performances’ was title of 
address delivered by Lee Simonson 
to subscribers of Theatre Guild at 
Alvin theatre. 

Eddie Dowling planning four pro- 
ductions for the new season, with 
picture productions on the side. 
Will hold back until fall. 

Helen Kane’s suit against Para- 
mount and Fleischer for alleged 
theft of her singing technique for 
‘Bettty Boop’ cartoons given the 
sock in Supreme court. Justice 
McGoldrick held she did not make 
her case. She'll appeal. 

Katharine Hepburn must make 
another trip to Yucatan to validate 
her divorce. A matter of signatures 
at the U. S. Consulate to make it 
legal in the States. 

N. Y. department store using a 
Fanchon & Marco show as a trade 
getter. Colored show with Adelaide 
Hall as star. Tied in to cotton 
goods sale. 

Ganna Walska to Europe on the 
Ile de France Saturday (5). Says 
she’s blue because she’s temporarily 
run out of romances. Blue, but 
hopeful. 

Virginia Kahn, six times married, 





and asking alimony only of her last 
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ex, Robert Kahn, in a collapse. Says 
it was caused by charge she bled 
all her husbands. Told she asked 
alimony only of Kahn, a meat 
packer, who, she says, B. P. Schul- 
berg told her was the backer of 
Sylvia Sidney. 


‘Orchid Squad’ 
August. 


Players club veers from ‘Shore 
Acres’ to Greek tragedy for its 
annual spring revival. Euripides 
‘Trojan Women’ likely. 


Guild planning to bring Will 
Rogers east for ‘Ah, Wilderness’ 
for a brief season when George M. 
Cohan takes to the road. 


Morris Schlessinger acquires 
‘Tourists Accommodated’ from John 
Golden. Plans production in Sep- 
tember. 


‘Potters Field’ will not be brought 
to N. Y. until August. Leblang 
interests may back. 


That Haight-Potter revue to the 
boneyard, Can’t find material. 


Cavalcade won the Kentucky 
Derby. Most of the pix Kentucky 
colonels glad they were patriotic. 


British courts hold newsreels are 
not liable for reproduction of copy- 
righted music. Merely records a 
public event and redress, if any, 
lies against the players. 


Effie Shanon took a fall out of 
License Commissioner Moss at the 
Frohman dinner. Upheld the out- 
spoken drama and opined no one 
had ever been driven to immorality 
because actors spoke certain words. 

More than 500 sports fans at the 
funeral of Harry Stevens. 

William B. Friedlander will stage 
summer productions at Morningside 
theatre, Hurleyville, N. Y. Begin- 
ning first week in June will offer 11 
plays, including five new ones for 
tryout, two musicals and four cur- 
rent successes. 

County theatre at Suffern, N. Y., 
will open its second season June 19 
and will do 12 plays. 

, Frances Upton married to Bert 
Bell, football star, at Philadelphia 


backed up to 


Sunday (6). 

Friars’ ‘Frolic’ will present its 
1934 edition at 44th Street theatre 
May 20. 


Campaign to raise $50,000 to in- 
sure coming season of Stadium con- 
certs launched today (Tuesday) by 
Mayor LaGuardia. 

‘All the King’s Horses’ will gallop 
to Chicago, opening there May 15. 

Arch Selwyn and H. B. Franklin 
adopt corporate name of Frankwyn. 
They intend offering seven plays 
next season, four in association with 
Cc. B. Cochran. 

New York Society of Dancing 
Teachers celebrated its 20th anni- 
versary at Hotel Astor Sunday (6). 

With mercury hitting 86, estimat- 
ed 1,000,000 people left city for the 
week-end. Beaches and _ resorts 
jammed. Bad for theatres. 

Visiting circus’ played for convicts 
at Auburn prison Sunday (6). 

Samuel Rogers’ ‘Dusk at the 
yrove’ cops $10,000 Atlantic Novel 
Prize. 

Rudy Vallee again on calendar of 
Supreme Court for this week. Fay 
Webb’s attorney on Friday (11) will 
argue motion to force Rudy to ‘sep- 
arately state and number’ the de- 
fenses he raises in his answer to her 
suit to set aside their separation 
agreement, 

New brain trust called ‘The Mo- 
tion Picture Research Council’ in- 
corporated today (Tuesday) by Su- 
preme Court Justice Frankenthaler. 
Six years of research is basis for 
their attempt at improving films 
and for which they feel qualified in 
assuming task. 

Ringling Bros. circus granted per- 
mission to play Irvington, N. J., 
suburb of Newark, May 28-29. In 
return it is putting up funds for po- 
lice, cleaning the grounds and li- 
cense fee, and promises to make 
purchases in town. 

Sophie Tucker participating in 
command performance at London 
Palladium theatre tonight (Tues- 
day). 

Executive staffs of all Jewish le- 
gitimate theatres in U. S. and Can- 
ada, organized last August as the 
Association of Yiddish Theatrical 
Agents and Treasurers, have been 
reorganized as a union by A. F. of L. 

Broadway Merchants’ Association 
offer co-operation to License De- 


partment in driving out chiseling 
agents. 
Samuel Insull, Chicago opera 


patron, arrived yesterday (Monday) 
and was rushed to Chicago to face 
indictments for embezzling in utility 
crash, 

Pulitzer prizes in letters and jour- 
nalism were announced last night 
by Dr. Nicholas M. Butler at Colum- 
bia U. 

Bail fixed at $25,000 for two men 
accusei of stench-bombing Manhat- 
tan theatre last Tuesday (1). High- 
est bail figure for offense in history 
of General Sessions Court. 

Merchants’ Association announce 
40 conventions booked for N. Y. this 





year and early 1935. 








Coast 





John Gilbert was pictured as ‘en- 
tirely too arrogant and tempera. 
mental’ by Virginia Bruce in a suit 
for divorce filed in Los Angeles. A 
property settlement was revealed 
and an agreement whereby Miss 
Bruce retains custody of their nine- 
months-old child. 

Hubert L. Voight, film publicity 
man, has filed suit for divorce in 
Los Angeles from Olive Hatch, 
former swimming ‘star. 

Mae West denies on the Coast 
that she and Jim Timony have split 
as client and manager. 

Arthur Shirley, actor and pro- 


ducer of pictures, has been granted 
permission to remain in Los An- 
geles until May 31 after he had been 
summoned for over-staying his leave 
from Australia. 


Natalie Talmadge Keaton has 
asked the Los Angeles -superior 
court to return her maiden name. 
The Keaton divorce became final 
last August. 


Universal is building a new sound 
stage to cost approximately $75,000. 
Corinne Griffith has been granted 
a divorce from Walter Mitchell 
Morosco, producer, at Jaurez, Mex, 


Buenos Aires fans gave such a 
lukewarm reception to Ramon No- 
varro that a 50% reduction in price 
made for his concerts. 


Racket by which individuals have 
been selling California charters for 
$125 each to dance hall cafe oper- 
ators, which are supposed to allow 
them to remain open after hours, 
disclosed by L. A. police. 

Charges of cruelty contained in 
divorce action filed against Marjorie 
DeHaven Lockwood, actress, and 
daughter of Carter DeHaven, have 
been met in Los Angeles by a cross- 
complaint against Paul A. Lock- 
wood, cameraman, for non-support. 


Los Angeles jury found in favor 
of Mrs. Myrtle Mack, widow of 
Charles E. Mack, in a $34,500 dam- 
age suit brought against her by 
George Moran. Moran claimed he 
suffered a nervous breakdown after 
the accident at Mesa, Ariz., in which 
Mack was killed. Charged Mrs. 
Mack was driving at an excessive 
rate of speed. 


Damages of $15,600 sought by 
Louise Fernade, picture actress, for 
injuries suffered in a fall at a Holly- 
wood store denied by Superior Judge 
Shaffer. 


Christian Rub and Carl Ruben, 12, 
son of J. Walker Ruben, rescued off 
Catalina Island by Otto Kruger and 
Charles Irwin. Dinghy in which 
former two were attempting to 
reach a derelict sail boat, sprang a 
leak. 

Hazel Flint, actress, files suit in 
Los Angeles against RKO-Pathe 
Studios Corp., seeking $5,540 dam- 
ages for injuries allegedly sus- 
tained in a fall on the lot. 


Mrs. Valerie M. Von Stroheim re- 
cently received a verdict of $125,000 
damages in Los Angeles against two 
beauty shop owners, but alleges in 
new suits that the defendants have 
transferred property assertedly 
without consideration and for the 
purpose of evading judgment. 


Helen Black, 18, dancer at Agua 
Caliente, knocked unconscious when 
she hit the bottom of the hotel pool. 


Creditors of Esther Ralston will 
receive $95 to apply against debts of 
$53,291, listed in a recent bankrupt 
petition in Los Angeles. 


Edmund Lowe has been appointed 
administrator of the estate of Lilyan 
Tashman, his wife. 


Hotel Roosevelt, 
been acquired by Thomas E. 
proprietor of Hotel Mayfair. 


- Ross Lederman has been awarded 
$900 on a contract with Mascot 
Film Co. , 

Despite prophecies of numerous 
physicians that she’d never walk 
again, Fay Temple Mack, former 
Stage actress, is on her feet again 
at the hospital. 


Mary Astor talked her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Langhanke into 
selling their $200,000 home, but the 
highest bid was $21,500. Now the 
parents are resisting the sale. 


Eleanor Holm Jarrett and Antonio 
Moreno have agreed in Los Angeles 
to pay $750 damages as a result of 
an auto accident in which Pearl 
May Tumarkin, age six, was as- 
serted to have. been injured. Par- 
ents had sued for $50,000. 

Bette Davis scared away a prowler 
who was attempting to force a win- 
dow in her home. 

Alleging Richard Bennett stabbed 
her in the cheek with a’ nail file, 
Mrs. Bennett has filed suit in Los 
Angeles for separate maintenance. 
Complaint asks that Bennett be re- 
strained from disposing of com- 
munity property, valued at $75,000; 
$3,000 monthly for living expenses; 
$5,000 legal fees and $1,000 for court 
costs. 

Suit filed by William Meiklejohn 
and Arthur Esberg against Mitzi 
Green, for $5,000 allegedly due as 
commish on electrical transcrip- 
tions, has been postponed two weeks 
pending arrival of depositions from 
New York. 


Hollywood, has 
Hull, 
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WORLD'S FAIR S. A. ANGLES 





PULASKI SOFTENS UP; 
OKAYS NEUSEL’S WIN 


By JACK PULASKI 

When Walter Neusel was award- 
ed a win over Tommy Loughran 
Friday (4) at the Garden, it was 
understood around the ringside that 
the German was being built up for 
matches with the heavyweight top- 
notchers. It was a fairly well at- 
tended card, fans being highly 
partisan and those opposed to the 
German on general principles start- 
ed any number of verbal battles 
during the match and after the de- 
cision was announced. 

The two judges disagreed, which 
put it up to the referee, Arthur 
Donovan, who promptly picked the 
foreigner. Then came the bird. It 
was a close, but Neusel deserved 


the decision on his aggressiveness. 

More interesting incident which 
the mob didn’t hear about was 
Max Baer’s promise after he took 
a bow in the ring. Heavyweight 
challenger passed Jimmy Johnston 
on the way back to his seat. He 
stopped for a moment and cracked 
to the Garden promoter: ‘I’m going 
to knock that big wop right into 
your lap.” Championship fight with 
Carnera is dated for June 14 at the 
Garden bowl, Long Island City 
(adv.). 

The Double O 


Loughran was given the double 0 
by observers just to convince them- 
selves about the Miami meeting 
with Carnera. Impression was that 
if Loughran is in the same shape 
as then and Carnera couldn’t stow 


him away, dope in the big scrap 
favors Baer. 
Neusel crowded Loughran for 


most of the distance. Flaing both 
hands, he did plenty of missing, but 
then he also scored enough points 
to cop, Tommy backed away from 
the rushing young blond and seemed 
to spear his points more cleanly. 
Best sock he exhibited was ‘an in- 
side uppercut, while his long left 
sometimes staved off Neusel. 
Neither man spilled a drop of claret. 


If Neusél is on his way up, looks 
like he has to develop considerably 
to rate as a real contender. Best 
thing about the guy seems: to’ be 


his American manager Jimmy 
Bronson. Garden’s show this Fri- 
day (11) is supposed to be a 


featherweight (126 pounds) tourna- 
ment with the idea of naming a 
new champ for the title vacated by 
Kid Chocolate, 





Hyde’s Dinner 





(Continued from page 49) 
was vast in scope, it was narrow 
in vision; and though it was am- 
bitious in theory, it was unwork- 
able in practice. 

‘The advantages it offered the 
artist representatives, in particular, 
could never’ justify the disadvant- 
ages it threatened to impose on the 
theatrical profession in general. 
Worst of all, it threatened to de- 
stroy the intimate, privileged and 
focal position that the artist re- 
presentative had succeeded in es- 
tablishing between the actor,: the 
representative himself and the 
booking managers—after so many 
years of careful diplomacy. 


“We shall marshal public and pro- 
fessional cooperation to drive out 
the mugs and chiselers who pre- 
tend to be artist representatives 
but who are, in reality—to put it 
as politely as possible—gross mis- 
representatives and consequently a 
destructive influence in our pro- 


fession.’ 

Loew circuit heads attending, in 
addition to Mr. Lubin, included 
Marvin Schenck, Dave Loew, 


Charlie Moskowitz, 
man, Louis K. Sidney and Sidney 
Piermont. Nate Blumberg, Arthur 
Willi and Bill Howard were there 
from RKQ, Harry. Kalcheim from 
Paramount, and Steve Trilling from 
Warners. From the size of the at- 
tendance and those presént:it was 
called the finest public tribute to 
an agent in many years. 


Leopold Fried- 





MEXICAN DIVORCES 


Illegal by Coast Judge— 
Affects Many Filmites 


Ruled 





Los Angeles, May 7. 

Quickie Mexican mail order 
divorces, long popular with picture 
celebs, were dealt a death blow by 
Superior Judge Frank M. Smith 
when he ruled that such splits are 
illegal unless at least one of the 
participants establishes legal resi- 
dence in that country. 

Decision was made in a case of 
two non-professicnals and the at- 
torney for the loser said he would 
take the case to higher courts to 
get a ruling to settle the trouble- 
some standing of the reverse Gretna 
Green actions. 

Divorces of Norma Talmadge- 
Joseph M. Schenck and Katharine 
Hepburn were obtained in Mexico 
recently. 


Mrs. Sam Maceo Denied 
Benefit of 50G Bequest 


Galveston, May 7. 


Although victorious in lower 
courts in fight for $50,000 share in 
the estate of Oakley B. Harris, New 
Orleans sportsman, her former 
fiance, Mrs. Sam Maceo, of Galves- 
ton, formerly Jessie McBride of New 
Orleans, was denied the right to 
share when Louisiana Supreme court 
held the deathbed bequest of this 
sum which Harris attempted to 
make to Mrs. Maceo did not consti- 
tute a binding testament. 


Court held further that if Mrs. 
Susan Harris, mother of Oakley. 
wished to comply with her son’s re- 
quest the money would have to be 
paid out of her individual share of 
the estate. 


World Good Will 


(Continued from page 5) 


now than the U. 8S. American head- 
quarters, following a careful scru- 
tiny, are certain that today Italy, 
France, Russia and England have 
more sound equipment installed in 
their schools as individual nations 
than the entire U.S. Throughout 
this country conservative estimates 
are that not.over 300 schools now 
have facilities for transmitting 
35 mm.’ sound, while possibly an- 
other 600°have 16 mm. projectors. 


Advancement of the American 
situation: is hoped to be achieved 
through’ Washington, directly tying 
up with various producers on a 
wholesale scale. Simultaneously the 
tovernment, it is also emphasized, 
must lend the necessary pressure 
before important numbers of equip- 
ment installations can be realized. 


In all of these, as well as other 
relations with the world, the Hays 
organization sees itself as the 
friendly intermediary and the clear- 
ing house. 


European capitals for the first 
time are now being enlightened on 
the public relations web which Hays 
would spin over the globe.. This is 
being presentéd in the main light of 
the world accepting better pictures 
as acknowledged by existent pre- 
viewing groups on the Coast. Sim- 
plified, it- méans, if accepted, that 
Europe will suspend its own box- 
office judgment for the recommen- 
dation of American women groups. 

The alternative is for foreign 
countries to set up their own groups 
and pass upon American features 
independent of the Hollywood slant. 

That the plan which relies upon 
Hollywood judgment will carry in 
many countries is expected in 
American headquarters, if for no 
other reason than for foreign affilia- 
tions of such American organiza- 
tions as the Federation of Women’s 











Clubs, Catholic Alumnae and Boy 
Scouts. 
Hays’ chief lieutenant of public 


relations in America, Governor Carli 
Milliken, has been instructed to 
protract his stay abroad until the 
story and reactions can be regis- 
tered in such capitals as Paris and 
London. Milliken originally was as- 
signed to the Rome educational ¢on- 
ference. 
New York now until some time i! 
June 





He is not expected back in | dau 
i vertising 


SEEKING NOVEL 


FEMME DIoPLAY 


Concessionaires to Try New 
Twists—Everything from 
Rose Dancers to Become- 
a-Nudist Colonies—Fair’s 
No-Strip Edict 





FANLESS SALLYS 





Chicago, May 7. 

The boys and gals are sitting up 
late nights trying to figure surefire 
sex appeal angles for the coming 
resumption of the World’s Fair here 
this month. They are all particu- 
larly anxious to find the 1934 style 
dancer, to follow Little Egypt of 
1893 and Sally Rand of 1933. 

They've managed to dig up some 
neat S. A. angles for the coming 
Fair. Most of them are keeping 
their ideas under cover, waiting for 
the bell. 

Flower Show 


One fellow has a rose dancer 
lined up in the hope of getting this 
over as the sensation of 1934. The 
gal dances with only a couple of 
roses. 

Three nudist colonies are work- 
ing. The ‘Elysian Nudists,’ which 
have been playing burley theatres 
around, are angling for a Fair spot 
and likely to land. These nudists 
work behind a shadow scrim which 
gives the public the idea by way of 
silhouette, 

‘Sun Worship Village’ is estah- 
lishing a cult which invites the pub- 
lic not only to watch nudists at 
work and play, but offers them a 
chance to rip off their own clothes 
for two-bits. Most nudist colonies 
soak undrapers $25 for the privi- 
lege 

‘Streets of Paris,’ taking the Fair 
officials at their word that no strip- 
ping or fan dancing will be permit- 
ted, has thought. of a new angle. 
Going to hold a regular style show 
each afternoon, but not only will the 
girls model in dresses, but also in 
negligée, 

With Mirrors 

‘Paris’ also has figured a way to 
get. around the ban on peep shows. 
Instead of having direct shots of 
strippers, the ‘Paris’ exhibit has 
decided on ‘illusion shows.’ Which 
simply means that the public will 
get a load of the girls by way of 
mirrors. This is the old gag used 
for years by honky-tonk burley 
joints on South State street. 

Loop Hounds 

There are many showmen who 
believe that the Fair will be more 
strict on sex appeal this year due 
to the increase of sponsored con- 
cessions for commercial exhibits. 
And they feel that for this reason 
show business will be in the loop 
rather than within the Fair grounds. 

For this reason all available thea- 
tres in the loop are being gobbled up 
for the summer season. Ideas for 
bigger and better girl shows are in 
the making. The Auditorium has 
been taken over by Andy Rebori, 
impresario, who made the ‘Streets 
of Paris’ last year, and the house 
will be converted into a nite club of 
ths Casino de Paree style under the 
tag of Cascades. Show will have 
femmes in tableaux, diving and 
bathing beauts. Dlinois and Great 
Northern theatres are now being 
negotiated for as nite clubs where 
tableaux and fan dancing will be the 
features. 

Apollo, in the heart of the loop, 
is practically set for the importa- 
tion of the ‘Folies Bergere’ from 
Paris with the house to be run on 
the Parisian plan. 


BIRTHS | 





Mr. and Mrs. Leo White, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, April 29. Father 
is a Warner player on the Coast. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donn Wermuth 
ehter. Father is assistant ad- 
director for Warners 
Pittsburgh, 
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Ain’t No Drinkin’ 





(Continued from page 1) 
icts—muscatel, port, sherry, etce.~+ 
and blast 88e specials and some- 
times as low as two bottles for $1 
(formerly ‘worth $1.09,’ says the 
parenthetic notation). 

Getting Conservative 


The discriminating wine and lik- 
ker consumer has become very con- 
servative. For one thing common 
sense counsels buying only what one 
needs for a limited period. In the 
past they’d stock up for months be- 
cause of the price. Now, with a 
likker retail store on every corner— 
that is, those that haven't folded, 
and many licenses have already 
been permited to lapse—there's no 
urgency for that. 

For one thing, booze will come 
down with the successive months. 
It’s got to. Too many squawks from 
the start at the tariffs—some com- 
parable to bootleggers’ rates—and 
what’s more, the longer the wait the 
better the wet goods quality. Beer 
has proved that. First, now the beer 
is really good, because the necessary 
six months or so of brewing time 
has elapsed. Similarly the booze 
thing. 

The 
booze is no 


realize that 
longer an attraction. 
They must give them something 
else—or else. In the past two or 
three years the evolution brought 
about the swank drinking restau- 
rants to offset the then fading nov- 
elty of free ’n’ easy, catch-as-catch- 
ean drinking. Hence those Josef 
Urban rooms. The smart surround- 
ings made it possible to still get $la 
drink. 

But no more of that. No couverts; 
no $1-a-drink tariffs, but more gen- 
uine basic appeal must be the stand- 
ard of things if the nite spots are 
to draw. 


As a result certain spots have be- 
come cataloged as to trade. Seem- 
ingly there’s an element that likes 
Eddie Davis’ raw songs and the al 
frésco atmosphere of Leon and Ed- 
die’s, so that gets trade. On the 
other hand, John Perona’s El Mo- 
rocco, like the 21, with its air of 
accentuated exclusivity eased off for 
some reason, and the Tony's types 
have come back. Still, Peppy’s 
Chapeau Rouge and Place Piqualle 
get $2 couvert and $10-12 a quart 
for champagne from a cetrain ele- 
ment which, if it can’t afford to go 
abroad for its Paree and Marseilles 
atmosphere, has it brought to them 
via the architecture of these rooms 
and the smart entertainment. 

7 They Want Plenty 

An idea of how much _ the 
masses want for their money may 
best be gauged by the elaborate 
shows the Casino de Paree, Holly- 
wood, Paradise, etc., give with their 
$1.50-$2 table d’hotes. There seems 
to be enough good biz for the first 
two, with the Paradise staging a 
comeback via Morton Downey as 
the star. Palais Royal is folding 
for the summer and Ben Marden 
concentrating on his Riviera road- 
house at Englewood, N. J. 

New York’s roadhouse season and 
the hotel roofs figure to be good. 
Hotels all are primed to repeat their 
bull post-repeal market, as a further 
denter to the niteries. 


The shifting of the vogue for the 
hotels further attests to the vacil- 
lation of those stepper-outs who 
like to o.o. the highlights or dis- 
cover new rooms, and then forget 
about ’em. The mugg trade, as 
soon as it hears of the Madison or 
the Park Lane or any of the top 
vogue hotel cocktaileries are get- 
ting a play, follows suit. That’s 
the beginning of the end for them. 
The ‘right people’ find a new hotel: 
that becomes a vogue and the same 
thing happens all over again. 


niteries now 


Se far as their drinking proclivi- 
ties are concerned, there’s no more 


|} of that concentrated elbow-bending 


as before. A couple of cocktails 
and a lot of dallying about. 

For the thirst-parlors 
some respects in 
and the 
chandise and op- 


equitable 


worry 
ered cost of mer 
eration permits for a more 
margin of profit, even if the 





over and the gross isn’t as iarge. 
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with a $1 dinner; some even add a 
glass of beer or some ‘red ink.’ 

On the whole, the show or tthe 
dance music, along with some basic 
atmospheric appeal, must pull ’em— 
not just the booze. Even Childs 
sells it, so that’s not the novelty 
any more. Furthermore, they're not 
buying drinks in lunch rooms like 
they did at the beginning—people 
are becoming very discriminating 
on how to properly mix a drink. 

Between this epicurean develop- 
ment and the desire to be more con- 
servative, temperance is paradoxi- 
eally finally reaching a semi-WCTU 
stage (although by no means as 
bone-dry as the Comstockians 
would have it) through repeal of 
prohibition, 


MARRIAGES 





Marjorie Beebe to Clinton E. 
Randall, N. Y. broker, in Yuma, 
Ariz., May 2. 


Edwin Levin to Winnie Cook, 
non-pro, in Waukegan, Ill., April 22. 
Groom is p.a. with Balaban & Katz 
in Chicago. 

Alberto Baccolini to Bruna Cas- 
tagna, in New York, April 1. Bride 
is soprano at Hippodrome, and 
groom conductor of same opera 


company. 
Margherita Rouse to Chester 
Conklin, in Los Angeles, May 6. 


Bride, formerly stage violinist, has 
been an invalid for 23 years. 

Margie B. Morrin to Eric Mack 
in Santa Ana, Cal., May 1. Groom 
is a picture actor, and bride is none 
profesh. 

Carmelita Geraghty to 
Wilson, in Los Angeles, 
Groom married previously. 

Hale Cavanaugh to Mrs. Verona 
DeVore Teachout, in Omaha, May 
5. Groom is manager of Orpheum, 
Omaha. 

Roy W: Haig to Frances Robin- 


Carey 
May 6. 


son, in San Fvancisco, May 2. 
Couple are in pictures. 
Frances Upton, actress, to Bert 


Bell at Philadelphia, May. 6, Groom 
is former football player at U. of 
Penn, 





Riviera Opens May 17 

Ben Marden’s Palais Royal on 
Broadway having folded for the 
summer, he is concentrating on his 
Riviera (Engiewood, N. J., road- 
house) opening May 17. Harry 
Richman and Freddy Berrens’ band 
are set for the debut attractions, 

Palais reopens in the fall, 
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IN ew York Theatres 














IRKO THEATRES 


86" ST. 


Wed. to Fri, 
May 9 to ll 
‘This Man ts Mine’ 
& ‘Sing end Like it’ 





‘The Trumpet Biows’ 
& ‘Sing and Like it’ 














“FIFTY MILLION 
FRENCHMEN” 


On the Screen 
B. STANWYCK—“Gambling Lady” 



























b/ On the Screen 


Clark Gable and Wm. Powell 
eo icmnapit Melodrama” 
In Person! 


JACK BENNY, LANNY ROSS 
Friday! Joan Crawford 
ea and Franchot Tone 


rit To. “SADIE 


McKEE” 















Laughter! Gay Music! Thrilling! 
CHARLES BERNICE DONALD 
PURCELL CLAIRE BRIAN 


The Chocolate Soldier 


ST. JAMES THEATRE, W. 44 St. LAc. 4.4664 
Fves. 50¢ to $2. Mats. Wed.& Sat., 50c to°$1.50 
WEEK 





MAY (4—"THE DESERT SONG” 
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Broadway Pari 
‘ ee ; By Bob Stern 
Leon Sprachner’s been ill. 
Kinematrade office moved. Hal Young debutting as a tenog 
Monte Banks back to London. here. 
Herschel Stuart's in from Texas. Studio Caumartin dark 
folding in short order. Sedano and ing rights of London Film Produc- | pairs. , for re 


Irwin Shapiro back from his mid- 
west tour. 

Max B 
Carnera. 

Walter Eberhardt still optimistic 
about ERPL. 

Ed Wynn bought 
33-foot motorboat. 

Ernest Pagano, Hollywood writer, 
vacationing in N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Mayer re- 
turned from Bermuda. 


Following vacash_ east, 
Dunne back to the coast. 

Rose Keane, who is Mrs. Herman 
Shumlin, in cast of ‘Lady from the 
Sea,’ Little. 

John L. Fogarty’s pal Bill Copper 
a father, finally. Dorothy is the 
infant's name. 

Vice Oliver and Nick Long, Jr., 
back on the_ street after some 
British vaude dates. 

Harvey Day, of Terrytoon shorts, 
back from several weeks’ tour to 
Coast and northwest. 


Downtown nitery, Paul’s Chalet 
Moderne, opeaed with one of those 
curious-peopled floor shows. 

Sam Rosoff, subway builder, is 
angel of the syndicate backing the 
new Billy Rose’s Music Hall. 


The weekend heat gave the cool- 
ing plant at the Winter Garden an 
early workout Saturday night. 

One of Frank Tours’ kids had 
searlet fever, with house in Great 
Neck quarantined three weeks. 


Nearby Jersey reported very lib- 
eral and o. k., with several new 
gambling casinos slated to open. 


Maurice Mackenzie does all the 
gardening and-painting on his 10- 
acre estate in Greenwich, Conn. 

If nothing happens within the 
next couple of days, they’ll probably 
send Frank Buck after Dillinger. 


Jeff McCarthy has finally bought 
that car and starts wheeling this 
week. With Sadie telling him how. 


Commander Dyott hunting a boat 
in order to go off to some new is- 
lands for some pictures of his own. 


Earl P. Wingart figures he has 
enough reserve to re-hire that Long 
Beach shanty for another siege of 
sun. 


Marjorie Walters (Mrs. Walter 
Meyers, the agent) sold her first 
short story to Hearst, ‘Apology of 
Birth.’ 

John Wenger did Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s new Radio City offices (har- 
monica institute) in a very pash 
motif. 

Bob Robinson and Virginia Mar- 
tin have returned from Florida. 
They are now dancing in Wash- 
‘ington, 

Cecelia Ager (VARIETY) not to be 
outdone by that other mugg litera- 
teur, Joe Bigelow, has sold a yarn 
to Vogue. 

Hy Daab, who resigne. from 
Warners publicity, may connect in 
N. Y..and not go to Hollywood as 
first intentioned, 


Olive A. White, Lanny Ross’ per- 
sonal rep, and Mark Hanna are 
joint-publicizing with a Madison 
avenue address. 

Percy Phillipson, prez of General 
Register Corp., back from England 
after three weeks’ trip to reorgan- 
ize the company. 


Loew execs feted Col. Ed Schiller, 
v.p. of Loew’s, Inc., at the Warwick 
hotel last night (Monday). Was a 
going-away party. 

Looks like Elbert Franklin stays 
east with his dad, H. B. Franklin. 
May switch over to Yale for his 
education this fall. 


Alistair Cook, film’ critic of 
British Broadcasting Corporation, 
in New York for a couple of months 
to look over new film product. 

Mare Lachmann and Monte Pros- 
ser throwing a preview party at 
Leon and Eddie’s this week to in- 
augurate their new joint press- 
agentry. 

Herb Yates, a real fight fan, 
soloed his dinner the other fight 
night with Mr. and Mrs. Charley 
Paine and Nate Manheim and his 
wife at Lahiff’s. 

Oscar Hammerstein and Jerome 
Kern back from London, where 
they put on their new musical, 
‘Three Sisters.’ May do it in New 
York next season. 

Sid Kent's return from the Coast 
has even the Paramount crowd 
smiling again. Although out of 
that company, S.R. is still the old 
reliable guide post for many of his 
old firm. 

Two Broadway gals are ‘telling 
all” between covers. Carolyn (Mrs. 
Arnold) Rothstein’s ‘Now I'll Tell’ 
(Vanguard) and Evelyn Nesbit’s 
‘Prodigal Days’ (Julian Messner) 

are concurrently doing the telling. 

Gert Lenihan panicked the judge 
and jury in East 59th street court 
last week while testifying in a doc- 
tor’s bill suit. Saying it was the 


rer may be favorite over 


himself a 


Irene 


first laugh he’s had in years, judge 


gave her the verdict. 
Cresta Blanca, East 54th street 
elass nitery, was a spring casualty, 


Yvonne Darville and 
band were the at- 


Mabel Swor, 
Dave Bernie's 
tractions. 


Ann Pritchard and Jack Goldie, 
vaude pards, did a q.t. elopement 
The 


while playing a Newark date. 
Goldie family gave it the parental 
o.k., but the Pritchards have yet to 
get used to the idea. 





Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 





Ilona Titkos to Sicily. 

‘Men in White’ still going strong. 
Irene Zilahy here on a visit to 
parents. 

Dolly Haas guest-playing here in 
‘Scampolo.’ 

Istvan Gyergyai and Magda Kun 
to be married. 

Opera House has big hit in new 
Lehar musical, ‘Giuditta.” 

Verdi's ‘Don Giovanni’ produced 
here at Opera for first time. 
American School of Painting to 
open here in early summer. 

Sari Fedak back from United 
States with grave eye trouble. 
Michael Curtiz purchasing house 
property in this his home town. 
Society of Hungarian Friends of 
Salzburg Festivals just founded. 
Gizi Bejor recuperating from in- 
fluenza and lengthy complications. 
Imre Kalman here, guest conduc- 
ting his musical ‘Devil Horseman.’ 
Unusually warm and early spring 
does not seem to hurt show biz 
much, 

Magda Schneider and Kaethe von 
Nagy, German screen stars, visit- 
ing here. 

Instead of closing down as usual, 
five theatres propose to play mu- 
sicals during the summer. 
Actors’ Recuperating Home, 
foundation belonging to Actors’ As- 
sociation, bankrupt and to be sold 
at auction. 

Irene Biller back to her home 
town, between two American mar- 
riages. Lost weight and her dark 
pate; she has very becoming blonde 
curls now. 

Istvan Bekassy and Tery Fejes, 
musical leading man and soubrette, 
denying that they are going to 
marry for the third time. They've 
done and undone it twice already. 
Nicholas Brodsky, composer, en- 
gaged Egon Kemeny as ‘musical 
secretary, whatever that means. 
Both off to London to superintend 
production of Brodsky operetta, 
‘Blue Lantern.’ 

Harald Bratt, supposedly Eng- 
lish author whose play, ‘The Island,’ 
has been running in Germany and 
is coming here soon, is really Alex 
Erdey, Hungarian, who also writes 
under the name of Peter Hell. 

Fox’ Spanish-language picture, 
‘Gipsy King,’ starring Jose Mojica, 
looked familiar here because all 
soldiers figuring in the fictitious 
kingdom where it set wear regu- 
lation Hungarian uniforms, even 
down to the trappings and decora- 
tions. 

Mertha Furedi, dancing with 
Hungarian Rainbow company on an 
Italian tour, found a Prince in Pal- 
ermo who fell in love with her and 
proposed at once on the strength of 
her extraordinary resemblance to 
his dead wife. They are to be mar- 
ried shortly. 

Vigszinhaz Theatre company pro- 
posing to play the summer through, 
not on their own premises but in 
Beketow Circus. Play is to be a 
new one by Bus Fekete with a cir- 
cus plot, so that large number of 
professional circus attractions will 
be employed in addition to the legit 
cast. 


M . e 
exico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

Chilly. Plenty colds in the head. 

Italian newspaper syndicate has 
sent a femme scribbler here to do a 
series about Mexico. 

Old Monterrey on the border, 
home of Mexico’s brewery, popular 
with American trippers. 

Bull fight managers deny reports 
that another arena will be built 
here. Biz not sufficient for that, 
they say. 

‘The Bowery’ and ‘Broadway 
Through a Keyhole’ joint current 
smashes at the Cine Regis. ‘Ann 
Vickers’ still cleaning up on the 
nabe circuits. 

Duty on likker, wines and other 
hard drinks imported through Tia 
Juana and Ensenada free zones for 
consumption in other parts of Mex- 
ico cut 22.5%. 

Government has reserved 250,000 
square feet at forthcoming Chicago 
fair for a Mexican show, featuring 
a model town and exhibits of natural 
and manufactured products. 

Esperanza Iris, reigning come- 
dienne of couple of decades ago and 
for whom a large local theatre is 
named, came out of retirement to 
head a musical comedy company 
at her name playhouse. 








London 


Toto due back here in August for 
plenty of weeks. 


Winnie Melville recuperating from 
nervous breakdown. 

Duke Ellington and band due here 
for return in September. 


Latest dope is for Victoria Palace 
to close soon and reopen in August. 


‘Riptide’ grabbing a third week 
at Metro's Empire on its West-End 
pre-release. 

George Cukor due here shortly to 
take atmospheric shots of Metro's 
‘David Copperfield.’ 

Sir Gerald du Maurier's novelist 
daughter, Daphne, to write her 
father's life story. 

Jack Doyle says he is through 
with boxing. Thinks he has a great 
film career ahead of him. 

Champagne flowed like water in 
Bob Murphy’s dressing room at the 
Palladium on his closing night. 
W. Scott-Darling, head of War- 
ner'’s scenario department here, go- 
ing home via the Panama Canal. 
Bradbury-Pratt has sold his 50% 
interest in the Bristol Grill to Peter 
Mazzina, who already held 50%. 
Frederick Bentley threatening to 
sue the Prince of Wales’ theatre 
management for breach of contract. 
Claire and Polly Luce, Kimberly 
and Page and Walter Crisham, all 
from Syracuse, arranging reunion 
here. 

Jack Taylor to tour a revue made 
up of former Folies Bergere and 
Casino de Paris shows in Spain and 
Italy. 

Music world wondering what Am- 
brose is going to do when his con- 
tract with the Embassy Club expires 
in June. 

Max Friedland and Frank Ditch- 
am getting together for discussion 
of Universal's tri-linguals, due to 
start soon. 

Robert Jorgensen will handle the 
publicity for Gene Dennis at the 
conclusion of her engagement at the 
Palladium. 

John Southern claims he is lining 
up Marie Dressler and George 
Arliss as attractions for the Vic- 
toria Palace. 

Newly formed Service Film Com- 
pany is an offshoot of Raycol. Duke 
of Richmond and Gordon has joined 
the directorate. 

Ken Maynard stayed here one 
week and cried plenty. Had the 





Mrs. with him, but missed his 
horse, he said. 
Stage presentation ahead of 


‘Wonder Bar,’ current pre-release at 
Paramount’s Carlton, goes intact to 
the Par-Astorias. 

Harry Foster trimming Arthur 
Loew at bridge; was called in at the 
last minute to make a fourth, and 
was Loew sorry! 

Sally Bates getting very flatter- 
ing notices in ‘Hullo Again,’ known 
as ‘Good Bye, Again’ in America, on 
its opening in Manchester. 

British International negotiating 
with Charles Bickford and Marion 
Dixon for a picture. Bickford’s last 
for B.L.P. was ‘Red Wagon.’ 

Tallulah Bankhead turning down 
lead in ‘Life Wants Padding,’ by 
Irving Kaye Davis, which Harry 
Foster wants to produce here. 

Beatrice Lillie pulled 500 people 
for her opening at the Monseigneur 
restaurant, which is biggest audi- 
ence yet drawn by any single star. 

Sidney Landfield and wife 
(Shirley Mason) and baby here, 
with Landfield ready io start on 
British & Dominion’s ‘Sons o’ Guns.’ 

Contrary to reports, United 
Artists are not vacating Leicester 
Square theatre. They hold con- 
tract with Jack Buchanan till May, 
1935. 

New Dodie Smith play, ‘Touch 
Wood,’ comes to the Haymarket 
May 16. Cast includes Marie Ney, 
Flora Robson, Dorothy Hyson, Ian 
Hunter. 

Many stage celebrities flocked to 
St. Margaret's, Westminster, for 
marriage of Angela Brett, daughter 
of Zena Dare, April 24. Groom is on 
Stock Exchange. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Walker cele- 
brating their first wedding anni- 
versary at Drury Lane theatre by 
seeing ‘Three Sisters,’ Kern-Ham- 
merstein musical. 

Clare Jackson, daughter of Mrs. 
Jackson, secretary to Major Lead- 
lay, going to Malaya States in fall 
to marry a wealthy rubber planter, 
Gordon Winchester. 

‘Ladies-in-Waiting’ is title of new 
thriller by Cyril Campion which 
breaks in at Shilling theatre, Ful- 
ham, before West End production, 
with all female cast. 

Lady Portarlington and the 
Marquis of Queensborough organ- 
izing a private charity concert at 
the former's home, with Charles 
Cochran doing the honors. 

With Tallulah Bankhead, Laura 
La Plante, Irving Asher and George 
K. Arthur at the opening of Gene 
Dennis, Palladium looked like a 
miniature Hollywood premiere. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation now ready to force exhib- 
itors to limit programs. Originally 
asked for three hours’ limit, but 
ready to acquiesce to 195 minutes. 

Alexander Korda gave Gaumont- 
British $20,000 to hand over releas- 





tions’ ‘Girl From Maxims,’ which 
will now go through United Artists. 

Dave Bader and Lloyd Knechtel 
shooting thousands of feet of cel- 
luloid for background stuff, to be 
used in the next James Whale pro- 
duction for .Universal ‘One More 
River.’ 

William Wordsworth, great-grand- 
son of poet, sacrificed a $50,000 leg- 
acy to marry 17-year-old Cecily 
Deeks, an actress. Groom, 23, would 
have inherited fortune if unwed 
at 25. 

Lynn Farnol planted the Eddie 
Cantor life story in the ‘News of 
the World,’ a weekly sheet with 
3,500,000 circulation, just in time, 
with ‘Roman Scandals’ getting its 
pre-release at Leicester Square the- 
atre. Result house is doing average 
of $5,000 per day. 


Montreal 


Stan Day at Royal Vic. 
A. P. Norton to the Herald. 


Gilbert Draper recouping at Sar- 
anac. 


Eddie MacMahon getting his by- 
line. 


Geo. 
Beach. 


Rastling beginning to help dent 
crosses, 

Jessup’s Canadian’s orch to Rialto 
Gardens. 

Yommy Conway all set for muni- 
cipal 18 holer. 

Nabes trying Revival Nights and 
making money. 

Bud Grannery hauls off and takes 
‘ut model T Ford. 

Danny Yates, locally popular vio- 
linist, back in town. 

Corey Thomson and Rupe Caplan 
ieaming up on CRCM. 

Geo Rotsky dusts off clubs and 
tries break 100 once again. 

Paul Whiteman and orch here on 
percentage basis five days May 18. 

Jay Van Lusil with pekinese and 
white gloves in studios, getting big 
hand. 

Race tracks locally announce 14- 
day meet first time in history of 
racing here. 

Police got 13 convictions against 
Villa Maurice, cabaret. Phil Maurice 
pays in all $159 fines and costs. 

Prize award sponsored by Quebec 
Government for photos of beauty 
spots in province, with view to 
boosting tourist traffic which shows 
signs of heavy falling-off, mostly 
from U. S. 

Six nabes fined $50 and costs for 
admitting children under 16 in con- 
travention of Act barring minors 
under that age in this province. 
Action seen as a final rejection of 
much lobbied campaign to get spe- 
cially censored children pictures 
one day a week in Montreal. 








Sims orch to Edgewater 





Toronto 





Helena Rubinstein in town. 


Alison Sutcliffe plotting another 
dance recital. 

Mary Pickford coming home to 
Toronto May 11. 


Al Sedgewick, late of the Tivoli, 
now managing the Bloor. 


Bloom and Fine chain will take 
over the Carlton middle of May. 

Ross Stewart doing the sets for 
the Bar Harbor Summer Stock Co. 

Betty Low and Nesta Williams 
in the prodvcction of ‘The Golden 
Toy’ at the Coliseum, London. 

Dick Thomas, hubby of the pint- 
size Flo McGee, now in Washington 
doing a painting for the President. 

Dewey (Gaumont-British) Bloom 
and Jean Kurtz honeymooning at 
Atlantic City prior to a month in 


Europe. 

Jane Mallett, who was in the 
winning cast of the Dominion 
Drama Festival for amateurs, Is a 
professional, 


Madison, grind, will break away 
from the Hanson chain, with Mgr. 
Bill Stewart doing his own booking 
in the future. 

Harry Law, former booking man- 
ager for Associated’s 60-theatre 
chain, has resigned to accept a sim- 
ilar position with Paramount here. 

‘Daily Star’ now chafing at its 
snubbing of the serial rights of 
‘House of Rothschild,’ which was 
snapped up by the ‘Telegram’ on 
that Mike (UA) Wilkes’ offer. 


Don Blackwell, local boy, has 
finished ‘To Whom It May Con- 
cern,’ which Dwight Wiman will 


produce next fall on Broadway with 
maybe Roland Young in the lead. 

Mae West tome, ‘She Done Him 
Wrong,’ has been banned by Can- 
ada’s customs départment; ditto 
Colette’s ‘The Pure and the Im- 
pure’ and James Cain’s ‘Postman 
Always Rings Twice.’ 

Producer George Keppie on a 
fishing trip at Georgian Bay and 
guest at the country home of Harry 
(Follies) Watson, Jr.,- formerly of 
Bickel and Watson in vaudeville 
days and before that in burley as 


‘Lady Killer’ a holdover at Auber¢ 
Palace. 

Abel Gance finishing ‘Poliche’ for 
Films Criterium. 

‘Design for Livine’ in ninth week 
at Elysee-Gaumont. 

Yvette Guilbert singing works of 
Fagus. at a recital. 

Scenes of ‘Songs of Paris’ being 
shot at Cirque Medrano. 


Beulah Livingstone at  presa@ 
showing of ‘Nana’ (UA). 

Half hour of Medrano show 
broadcast from Radio LLX. 

Pathe Journal running ‘Buy 


French’ campaign in its newsreel. 


Raquel Meller sailing from Mare- 
seilles for a South American tour. 


Gregory Ratoff, who’s making a 
pic in London, here with Jed Harris. 


Ida Rubenstein opening her bal- 
‘et season at the Opera Monday 
(30). 


Lilian Harvey's ‘Suzanne’ in fifth 
week at Imperial Pathe on boule- 
vards. 


Benoit Levy shooting ‘Itto,’ with 
Moroccan natives, in Great Atlas 
mountains. 


Jimmy, Montparnasse barman, 
now at Bar Sans Chichis in the Rue 
Rene Pauline. 


Sacha Guitry’s ‘My Double and 
My Half’ soon to replace revival of 
‘Mademoiselle.’ 

Marcelle Ragon of Opera Comique 
singing at lunch hour broadcasts 
from Radio, Paris. 

‘Pretty World,’ by Alfred Savoir 
and Jean Sarrus, opening May 9 at 
the Ambassadeurs. 


Raimu to make Maurice Dekobra 
film, ‘Midnight, Place Pigalle,’ after 
finishing ‘Tartarin.’ 

Marcel Pagnol starting film ‘An- 
gele’ in April, based on Jean Giono's 
story ‘Un de Beaumugue.’ 

Max Gordon, who went to Vichy 
to rest two weeks, back to Paris 
after three days’ boredom. 

Max Maurey of Varietes theatre 
has bought Rene Benjamin's new 
play, ‘The Last Free Man.’ 

Barbara La May and Mistinguett 
among players appearing at the 
Surete Generale’s police ball. 

Rosemonde Gerard, widow of Ed- 
mond Rostand, discussing the the- 
atre at Club du Faubourg meeting. 

Laure Diana, who played in the 
Alcazar’s 1900 vaude show, will do 
a similar number at Casino Saint 
Martin. 

Raimu, Saint Granier and Char- 

pin back from shooting exteriors of 
Daudet’s ‘“‘Tartarin of Tarascon’ in 
Algeria. 
‘International House,’ after a first 
run at Studio 28, now’ in second 
week of second run showing a’ 
Cameo on the boulevards. 

United Artists and Fox throwing 
free feeds on same day (24) to 
newspapermen—former a dinner to 
launch ‘Nana’ and latter a lunch for 
showing of ‘Liliom,’ Pommer pic. 

Andre Julien du Breuil (Mary 

Mitchell’s husband) finishing an 
operetta based on Maurice Bedel's 
book, ‘Molinoff, Indre-et-Loire,’ 
which will be played on boulevards 
next season. 
Albert Dieudonne, who escaped 
from French Guiana prison colony, 
is making a film about it called 
‘About an Escape.’ He cried when 
he saw the rushes. Thought he was 
back again in the camp. 


adi 


By Mabel Thomas 





Rudolph Friml a three day visitor 
on his way to Japan. 

Director and Mrs. Fred Fox 
be at the Royal for a holiday. 


Maude Fulton called back to L. A. 
to start work with James Cruse. 


Frank Harling, musical director 
at Paramount, here for three weeks. 

Eddie Conrad was a_stop-over 
visitor enroute to California from 
China, 
Ralph King, former Fox Magic 
Carpet cameraman, has opened a 
large lab here and will handle rushes 
for major studios. 
Alexander Toluboff, art director 
at Metro, returning to California 
from China, where he has been on 
location with the ‘Good Earth’ Co. 
Marrying Stephen Ames on bourd 
the S. S. Lurline at Wilmington, 
California, Raquel Torres, film star, 
will honeymoon here for three 
months. 


Curtis F. Nagel, with two assist- 


will 


ants, D. M. Prentice and P. Miller, 
will film scenes of Hawaii, in 
natural color, for Wide World 
Travel Films. 

Mervyn LeRoy and his bride 


were the guests at Senator Shingles 
‘Luau’ Hawaiian Feast, first night 
here during their two day stay, and 
the second night the LeRoys enter- 
tained at the Royal having the Sul- 
tan and Sultana of Johore and 2 








Bickel, Watson and Roth. 


small party of friends. 
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Hollywood 


Milton Bren lost his tonsils. 

Karl Freud to Hawaii soon. 

Arthur Johnson is on short 
eash. 

Pert Kelton building a glass pent- 
house. 

Warners wants Sally Bilers on a 
term pact. 

Ann Revere has trekked back to 
New York. 

Emanuel Cohen back at the of- 
fice from N 

Jack Mintz’s 
costume party. 

Lincoln Quarberg has joined the 
Fox publicity staff. 

Marcella Knapp on a three weeks’ 
New York vacation. 

William McGann 
month's motor trip. 

Don McElwaine back in the Metro 
publicity department. 





va- 


broke out with a 


away on a 


Irene Castle McLaughlin tested at | 


Warners for a pic c.b. 

Flora Kinch has returned after a 
dance tour of Mexico. 

Mary Boland is taking 
trip to Europe in June. 

frene Lee, Fox Hollywood reader, 
enroute to N. Y. by boat: 

Fred MacMurray has returned to 
his home town to try pix. 

Lew Lipton back in town from 
England for a couple of weeks. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., home couple 
of days with his sinus ailment. 

Bob Steele fractured a foot while 
practicing pony express mounts. 

Frank Camel, Jr., is now carica- 
turing Hollywood celebs for Esquire. 
Mrs. Ainswroth Morgan getting 

her feet again after an opera- 


her 15th 


on 


tion 

Civde Brauckman and Hal Long 
check into Metro’s writing depart- 
meni. 

(‘arl Dreher, kead of RKO studio 
sound, vacationing in N. Y. for a 


month. 

Ruth Donnelly is writing a novel, 
‘Tripping Along,’ based on her 
eareer. 

Lon Young, for years publicity 
factotum at Educational, has joined 
Mascot. 

William F, Kay is scripting a play 
which he claims starts where ‘Queer 
People’ left off. 

William Randolph Hearst cele- 
brated a birthday at his San Simeon 
ranch April] 29. o 

Milton Gropper, at Columbia, is 
collaborating with S. K. Lauren on |} 
‘Orchids and Onions.’ 


Harry D. Buckley has returned to 
the UA home Office after a couple 
of weeks at the studio. 


Vernon Pope, of the Des Moines 
Register and Trib, in town doing 
pieces about film folks. 

Bert Wheeler left for two weeks 
in New York, accompanied by his 
agent, Leo Fitzgerald. 

Jim Ryan, of Fox Western, took 
top gross honors in the casting  di- 
rectors golf tournament. 

Norman McLeod is taking a layoff 
from Paramount to hop to Europe. 
He'll join the Richard Arlens. 

Art Miles has re-christened him- 
self Kevin Mallott, and is trying to 
get away from blacksmith parts. 

’ezey Wood and her small son, 
David, left here to spend a few 
Weeks at her Stamford, Conn. farm. 

Chester Morris and Pat Flaherty 
hurt when a stage caved-in at U 
while shooting ‘Embarrasssing Mo- 
ments.’ 

Ted Parsons, a former member of 
the Lafayette Esquadrille, is work- 
ing at Fox as technical advisor on 
air pix. 

Moya Olsen, 
Olsen (Olsen and 
cuperating from 
operation, 

Writers club tossing a dinner for 
Elizabeth Cobb, daughter of Irwin 
S. Cobb, and currently on the Fox 
writing staff. 

Eddie Conrad has returned after 
a five-year sojourn in China, Ja- 
pan and the Philppines. Got a test 
at Warners. 

Gregg Toland has returned from 
the Hood. River valley in Oregon, 
where he snapped apple blossom 
footage for ‘Resurrection.’ 

Jack Cohn, Phillie lawyer, and his 
@ssociate, Bill Rowland, came out 
on top in an encounter with one of 
the M’Divani boys. 

When Clive Brook goes to Eng- 
land he'll be accompanied by Mrs. 
Brook, their two children, a nurse 
and a new car. Plans to motorize 
Europe. 

O. O. McIntyre read some poetry 
by Ethel! Jewell Schumann, a 
waitress at the Hollywood Brown 
Derby, and sent it on to Rob Wag- 
ner, who published it in script. 

Before she left for New York, 
Anya Taranda, Earl Carroll girl 
in Par’s ‘Murder at the Vanities,’ 
announced she would marry Harold 
Arlen. 

Alfred Del Cambre, of Texas, and 
Eldred Tidbury, of South Africa, 
two of the winners of Par’s ‘Search 
for Beauty ’ contest, stay on at the 
Studio via another option lifting. 

When William Goetz returns from 


daughter of Ole 
Johnson) is re- 
an appendicitis 





N. Y., where he went with the 
Darryl Zanuck party, he'll trek to 
Honolulu for a month’s vaeation. 
William Dover joins him areund! 
June 1, : 


Philadelphia 


By Arthur B. Waters 





Eric Knight, movie critic for the 
Evening Ledger, has bought a horse. 

Leonard Blumberg deciding to 
forget plans for re-entrance into 
show game until fall. 

Cc. P. Greneker, a local visitor to 
see ‘The Moon Rises,’ Shubert op- 
eretta, just before it closed. 

Charlie Cartwright, former p. a. 
and contact man for the Warwick, 
now managing apartment hotel in 
Newark, 


Baseball clubs mostly stopping at 
St. | 


this year. 
left of 


the Ben Franklin 
James is getting what is 
show business. 

Leon Benham, now p. a. for the 
Stanley-Warner, with Harry Gold- 
berg still head of the advertising- 
publicity department. 

Al Schwartz, p. a. for the Arch 
Street (Yiddish) Theatre, threw a 
party for the press. at Lew Tend- 
ler’s the other night. 

H. T. (Jimmy) Craven, former 
dramatic critic, press-agenting al- 
most all the opera outfits that come 
here, ineluding Met. and _ indie 
groups. 

Gambling spots beginning to re- 
open around town after being shut 
for a year. Several former speaks 
are now gathering places for horse- 
bettors. 

Idea of Joe Moss to come into the 
Arcadia (Chestnut street near 
Broad) to open night club fell 
through after negotiations of sev- 
eral weeks duration, 

Leighton Rollins, director of the 
Mount Desert Playhouse, Bar Har- 
bor, in town to get sponsors. Elsa 
Frayne, local society deb, joining 
outfit to design sets. 

Charlie Plummer, grand old ‘vet 
associated with the Shuberts since 
they started, celebrated 50th wed- 
ding anniversary Sunday. In the 
game longer than fifty. 

Jeff Keen, critic and drama and 
movie editor of the Daily News 
(tab),* and also managing editor 
and editorial writer, has had one 
more job thrust on him. Doubling 
up on the new Sunday edition of 
the News. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Ham Fisher did the whole town 
in one day. 

Nite spots all 
Saturdays. 

Little Theatre has had a tough 
financial season. 


doing heavy biz 


Earle Wright’s boy is a nifty 
brush-and- painter. 
Savin Rock amusement park 


shedding mothballs. 

Little theatre finaled season with 
Pinero’s ‘Gay Lord Quex.’ 

They’re still playing ‘She Done 
Him Wrong’ around here. 

WB New England mers. 
merry at Seven Gables Inn. 

Harry Berman will break out his 
Junior Symph at Woolsey Hall. 

George Cruzen in for plenty grief 
on that code grievance board. 

Jimmie Whelan getting the sailor 
suit ready for that summer job. 

That Jack Sanson news photo 
must have been snapped in young- 
er days. 

Merrill Lindsay 
Elihu Yale Players’ 
ing troupe. 

Yale’s summer touring troupe 
have labelled themselves The Elihu 
Yale Players. 

Walter Pritchard Eaton, Yale 
Drama Dept., appointed to Colum- 
bia summer faculty to lecture on 
contemporary. drama. 


made 


will p.a. for 
summer tour- 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Tri-States used an 80-ft. banner 
on ‘Tarzan’ at the Drake relays. 

L. Chamberlain of United Artists 
in town for advance on ‘Rothschild.’ 

The Tilden-Vines combo didn’t do 
so well at the Coliseum last week— 

2.50 top. 

‘Elysia’ had a short run at Iowa 
City, Iowa, before city and county 
officials brought it to an end. 

E. P. Conkle, playwright, to serve 
as ecritic-judge for eighth annual 
Iowa high school theatre tourna- 
ment. 

Jerry Lynch goes from the Strand, 
Waterloo, to the Grand, Ottumwa, 
and Bob Fulton from the Grand, 
Ottumwa, to Strand, Waterloo. 

For the first time in years the lo- 
cal baseball season will open with 
a parade May 15—kids to exhibit 
pet dogs, cats, etc., for selection of 
the season’s mascot. 

Hale Cavanagh received a letter 





from Ned Alvord, Imperial Hotel, 
Tokyo, and has had all the Japs in| 


HATTER 





Blaylock and Associated Players, 


under management of F. M. Short- 
ridge. 
Mrs. Lillian Tittenmeyer, man- 


ager of the Casino, in court a sec- 
ond time this spring for trying to 
put a Negro customer in the re- 
served section. 

Mrs. Donald West, owner of the 


Lyric theatre, Valley Junction, Iowa, - 


directed the orderly exit of two hun- 
dred persons, mostly children, when 
fire damaged the building to the ex- 
tent of $21,000. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 





Phil Wilcox,..of DesMoines, here 
visiting friends. 

E. CC. Rhoden, division manager 
for Fox-West Coast, ordered a 42- 
foot cabin cruiser. 

Milo Finley and his band have 
moved across the river to Roxie’s 
Hollywood Gardens. 

Lee Marlowe, formerly of the Or- 
pheum tock company, has become 
a novice in the Benedictine order 
at Atchison, Kansas. 

George Muehlebach, former own- 
er and manager of American Asso- 
ciation ball team, appointed city di- 
rector of liquor control. Job pays 
$4,000 a year. 

The newly opened Tower has 
swung into line with a Saturday 
midnite show, making it unanimous 
with the first runs in the down 
town district. 

H. E. Jameyson, Wichita, Kan- 
sas; Harry McClure, Topeka, Kan- 
sas; Lon Cox, St. Louis, and L. J. 
MeCarthy, Kansas City, all district 
managers for Fox-Midland theaters, 
here this week in conference with 
E. C. Rhoden, general manager. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 





Virginia La Rae sings with San 
Carlo Opera here one night. 

Dog races out this season in King 
county, rules prosecuting attorney. 

Seigfred and Heyes hop to Port- 
land to open their old style meller- 
beer theatre. 

State law makes beer parlors 
close at one a.m., which is a break 
for the speaks. 

E. €. ‘Doe’ Grant’ in from New 
Orleans to manage New Harlem 
nite club (black and tan). 

Vic Gauntlett is improving fol- 
lowing appendicitis operation and 
pneumonia complications. 

Louis Cohn, former realty man 
for F-WC, now with Fanchon- 
Marco, pays visit to this burg. 

Mabel Slennes, who stepped from 
chorus into the ‘Vagabond King’ at 
Met here, now singing at Olympic 
hotel and over KOMO. 

Harry Clveland writing old style 
versions of ‘Shooting of Dan Mc- 
Grew’ and ‘Face on Barroom Floor’ 
for ‘Old Town Hall stage fare. 

Jay C. Flippen and Al Pearce to 
be here week opening May 11 at 
rival theatres—former challenges 
latter to golf battle as well as at 
the b. o. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Eddie Ruben had Pantages the- 
atre offices redecorated. 

Continued drought indicates gen- 
eral crop failure through territory. 

Film Board reported no theatre 
reopenings and five closings in ter- 
ritory. 

Shriners’ national conclave to be 


held here for three days next 
month. 
First streamline train to visit 


Minneapolis for exhibition pur- 
poses drew 32,000 non-paying cus- 
tomers, 

Gladys George, for many seasons 
leading lady with the Bainbridge 
dramatic stock company, has signed 
with MG, 

Art Berg, Universal] salesman, 
sustained minor injuries when his 
automobile was wrecked in a col- 
lision on the Iron Range. 

Taking cognizance of local preju- 
dices, Manager Emil Franke of the 
Orpheum advertised ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ as ‘not a musical.’ 

Harold Kaplan, Minnesota man- 
ager, taking long early morning 
walks to attain a slimmer figure 
and already has lost eight pounds. 


Hottest late April and May 
weather in history followed pro- 
longed cold and compelled show- 


houses to put cooling systems into 
operation. 

Publix re-opening Century May 
9 for showing of ‘House of Roths- 
child, with L. O. Daniels and J. E. 
Harris of Minnesota staff as man- 
ager and assistant, respectively. 

IlIness of counsel for the defense 
necessitated postponement until 


town trying to decipher it. NOj June of Federal court hearing of 
luek—so no answer. | W. A. Steffes’ suit against local ex- 

Town will have a summer stock} changes and Publix to determine 
in a tent to be known as Robt | protection validity. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Carl Nunan is p.a.ing the Oak- 
land auto show. 
Bern Bernard in for a look-see at 


the vaude situation. 

Joe Leo up for a week to mull 
over possible policy changes at the 
Fox. 

Tom Coakley’s arranger, Glenn 
Hurlburt, back from a Portland va- 
cation. 

Claude LaBelle is the _ best 
dressed critic at those flossy legit 
openings. 

Bob Bence spends all his spare 
time prowling around Howard 
street pawnshops. 

Emily Hardy announces her en- 
gagement to Edward Wilson, local 
barrister, but no date. 

Mae West in quietly to rehearse 
for one day with Duke Ellington’s 
band for picture scenes. 

Judd Clark doing publicity for 
Lloyd Campbell on opening of lat- 
ter’s Music Box cafe, set for May 22. 

Eddie Cantor brought two of his 
daughters and Fred Stone to watch 
Will Rogers go thespic in ‘Ah 
Wilderness.’ 

Herb Marple is back at his Sher- 
man, Clay music publisher’s desk 
after a New York jaunt, during 
which he picked up several new 
tunes and pair of abcessed tonsils. 


Ferien 


By Bill Beede 





The old American now has sing- 
ing waitresses. 

Three more so-calied nite clubs 
lose their licenses. 

Fortune Gallo pleased by support 
Portland gave his opera company. 

Johnny Robinson and his band 
to play at Jantzen Beach Park 
this coming season. 

Canadian Legion to hold their 
annual convention in Portland dur- 
ing the Rose Festival June 11-14. 

Larry Hickam, liquor boss, doing 
his own sleuthing. All he lacks to 
make a full-fledged copper are flat 
feet. 

Ted Gamble invited Gov. Julius 
Meier and Rabbi Henry J. Berko- 
witz to a preview of ‘House of 
Rothschild.’ 

Bill Pangle, many years manager 
of the old Heilig, was guest of 
honor at a dinner given by the 
Press club. 





Baltimore 
By Albert Scharper, Jr. 


Constance Binney visiting rela- 
tives on the Eastern Sho’. 

Bill Saxton has a season ball pass 
but is too busy to use it. 

Burg excluded this year from 
Katharine Cornell’s rep itinerary. 

Mayfair Gardens, beer layout, 
skeded to reopen middle o’ month: 

A Shakespeare first folio found 
among effects of late Henry Walters. 

Vinci and Young starting second 
solid year in floor show at A! Getz’ 
nitery. 

‘Yoina Seeks a Bride,’ Yiddish 
musical, in for single performance 
at Palace. 

Fletcher Henderson’s ork through 
on tour of one-nighters; ditto Casa 
Loma crew. 

Roy Bergere-Len Trout Agency 
priming Preakness party for owners 
and wives of niteries. 

‘Girls in Uniform’ currently being 
accorded its first local pop-price 
showing at the arty Little. 

Since WB took back operative 
powers of the Stanley, Guy Wonders 
has become regular visitor. 

Carlin’s inaugs outdoor ballroom 
season, Original Cotton Pickers are 
dishing the dansapation for first 
fortnite, 

Three scribblers—Scott Fitzger- 
ald, Sydney Nyburg and Fred Ar- 
nold Kummer—are members of ad- 
visory board of Charley Cook’s stock 
company. 





Newark 


By C. R. Austin 





Lou Golding has another new hat. 
Edwin Milstein of the Terminal is 
going to be married. Robert Walsh, 
assistant at the Tivoli, will take the 
step in June. 

Mrs. Al Zimbalist (Bernice Hig- 
gins) wife of publicity director for 
Warners in St. Lovis, has been in 
town for a few days. 

George Nichols, recuperating from 
an operation at the Christian Hos- 
pital, St. Louis, expects to be at 
the helm of the Terminal again in a 
week or so 

Feeling toward Ge) 
was illustrated by 
came to the Little with a pass. 
When he found it was a German 
| picture he refused to go in 
it’s a Jewish manager,’ exnpostulated 
his friends. That made no differ- 
ence and he went to 
} paid. 


man pictures 
the man who 





Pittsburgh 


Judge Landis Variety Club's cuest 
for screening of ‘Viva Villa.’ 

Jerry Blanchard from Plaza cafe 
to Kenmore hotel in Albany. 


George Otte back on the job at the 
Pitt after a hurried plane trip to the 
coast. 

Charles Farrell here briefiy via 
plane en route from coast to New 
York. 


Tony Conforti has set May 26 foe 
opening of Willows, Oakmond roade 
house. 

Early legit closing this year gave 
Harry Brown a head start on hig 
golfing. 

Harry Kalmine to New York on 
business, with the wife accompanye 
ing him, 

Hotel Henry latest to go nite 
clubby with Beverly Stull and Vir 
ginia Day. 

Kenny Kenfield and Larry French, 
Pirate flinger, all even in a marathon 
ping-pong contest. 

Sammy Walsh, one of burg’s fa= 
vorite m.c.’s, now at Tie Toc Club 
of Park Central hotel. 

Abe Sher heading the Gay Paree 
show, taking a line of seven gals 
from Variety with him. 

It'll be a June wedding for Johnny 
Marino, Stanley trumpet plaver, and 
Madeline Starrett, the dancer, 

Joe Feldman presented the Mrs 
with golf clubs on her birthday, 
Now Dorothy has to learn to play. 

Sunday big league baseball, legale 
ized for first time in this state, break 
for performers since it’s still a sixe 
day stage town. 

Dr. John Hollinger, science and 
visual education professor in Pittge 
burgh schools, named to Mrs. Bele 
mont’s Motion Picture Research 
Council. 

Leo Levy, lawyer, playwright, 
back from six months in Hollywood, 
New play of his, ‘Angels and Pitche 
forks,’ scheduled for early showing 
at Pasadena Community Playhouse 


there, 
Milwaukee 


B. B. B. (Bobby Berman), who hag 
been m. c. at the Chateau, has goné 
into vaudeville, breaking in here at 


the Riverside, 

Olive Olsen, late of ‘Pursuit of 
Happiness’ and ‘Meet My Sister,’ 
and Billy Snyder, m. c. at the Vante 
ties here, are rehearsing a new 
vaude skit. 

Spencer Tracy spent a week at his 
home here, putting in most of his 
time as guest. of District Judge 
George E. Page. 

Jack Grauman, owner of a satri 
of neighborhood theatres, who die 
Jan. 28, left an estate of $244,000 
Widow is the beneficiary. 

Peaches Browning in her three- 
day engagement at the Gayety coun- 
seled Milwaukee women on ‘how te 
remain thin, attractive, catch a mik 
lionaire and hold him.’ 

Alhambra ‘cut admission prices 
from 50 cents top to a quarter for 
the showing of ‘All Quiet’ last week. 
Film sponsored by Milwaukee Sen- 
tinel, which his been running war 
photos for months. 

Common council has been asked 
to amend the city curfew law to 
permit dancing and floor shows in 
night spots until 2 a. m., instead of 
12:30 a. m., as at present, and to 
boost license fee from $50 to $250 








per year. 
Chicag 
Abe Lastfogel in on another 
quick visit. 
Clyde Elliott producing drama 


tabs again. 

Charlie Cottle getting ready for 
the new arrival. 

John Ashenhurst is a strawberry 
sundae destroyer. 

Ainsley Lambert parading a 
fancier cane every week, 

Al Borde rising with the sun te 
smack the pill into sand traps. 

Frank Dare on another Equity 
trip, this time to Grand Rapids. 

Henry Shapiro sporting a new 
skimmer and looking like spring. 

Walter Riddle back from Holly- 
wood to manage the Croydon hotel. 

Variety Club organized here last 
week at a meeting at the Medinah 
Club. 

Balaban brothers and Lou Lip- 
stone lit out for French Lick and 
Derby. 

Ed Voynow on occasional hops to 
French Lick now that they’re golf- 
ing again. 

Ethel Bennett has evidence to 
prove the reawakening of the tent 
and rep business. 

Aaron Saperstein getting ready 
for another season of South Haven 
and schmaltz herring. 

Joe Stoole has relocated § the 
DeSylva-B-H office on the sixth 
floor of the Woods bldg. 

Two p.a.’s are now running home 
to dinner, Fritz Blocki and Eddie 
Levin having taken spouses. 





Loew's and) dustrial 


Billy Diamond taking his first 
vacash in two years by flipping 
down to Excelsior Springs for a 


‘But | couple of days. 


Jack Fine has received a diploma 
from the Brazil Commercial and In- 
Institute for some reason 
Fine is till trying to figure out. 
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OBITUARIES 


STELLA MAYHEW 

Stella Mayhew, 59, former star of 
vaudeville and musical comedy, died 
of blood poisoning in the French 
Hospital in New York April 2. 

Miss Mayhew had been on the 
stage since childhood, appearing 
first in a performance of ‘Uncle 
Tom's Cabin.’ She played in numer- 
ous repertory shows and at one 
time headed her own company in 
‘Swanee River.’ Was with Weber 
and Fields in ‘Show Girl,’ ‘Fritz 
in Tammany Hall,” ‘The Man 
from China,’ and ‘Hugh Jinks.’ 
She married Billie Taylor, comedian, 
but divorced a few years later. 
Cause of death was a cut suffered in 
subway three weeks ago when her 
foot was jammed between train and 
the platform. Erysipelas developed 
and then septicemia. 

Funeral services held by N.V.A 
and interment in Mount Kensico 
cemetery. 





JESSE A. SHiPP 

Jesse A. Shipp, 71, veteran Negro 
writer and actor, died in Jamaica 
Hospital, Richmond Hill, L. 1., April 
1. He played the roles of Abraham 
and the Archangel :in ‘The Green 
Pastures.’ Was with the Primrose 
and West minstrels during the late 
*80s and spent many years with W@- 
liams and Walker. He helped in the 
writing and direction of ‘In Da- 
homey,’ ‘Bandanna Land,’ and ‘Abys- 
sinia. His vaudeville acts, “The 
Porto Riean Girls’ and ‘The Ten- 
nessee Ten,’ ran for six years. Was 
advisor to’ Mare Connelly in the 
selection of the ast for his biggest 
success. Became ill while with 
road company of ‘Green Pastures’ 
‘in the West-last year and returned 
‘to New York. rvived by his 
widow. 





MILTON HOLLAND 

Milton Holland, 52, president of the 
Holland Circus company, New York 
city, died May 3 in Auburn, N. Y., 
from a heart attack in conjunction 
with a complication of diseases, 
from which he had been ill for a 
long period. 

Mr. Holland was in charge of his 
circus show at the state armory, 
sponsored by Anar Grotto this week. 
He came to Auburn, April 24, to 
take charge of preliminary arrange- 
ments. 

When his illness became critical 
other officials of the company came 
to Auburn and took charge of the 
circus, which will play out its en- 
gagement, closing tonight (Mon- 
day). 

The body was taken to New York 
city. 





THOMAS HARRIS 

Thomas Harris, 79, old vaude- 
ville actor, died at his home in 
Freeport. L. L, of a throat ailment 
May 3. He was forced to retire 
last year while a member of Lau- 
rie’s ‘Memory Lane.’ His last pre- 
vious appearance was with a sim- 
ilar group, ‘Youngsters of Yester- 
day. Mr. Harris started his ca- 
reer at the age of seven as a min- 
strel with Carncross, and was 
teamed as McNeece and Harris and 
Tommy and Emma Harris. Later 
he toured in vaudeville with his 
wife, the late Emma Murray. He 
was a charter member of the N.V.A. 
Surviving are a daughter, Laura, 
of Cartmell and Harris; and two 
sons. 





HARRY M. STEVENS 

Harry M. Stevens, 78, famous 
concessionaire, died in Murray Hill 
Hotel May 3 after a second attack 
of pneumonia. He was caterer at 
sports events, having score card 
and refreshm: .t concessions at all 
big sport arenas throughout the 
country, including Madison Square 
Garden, Yankee Stadium, Coliseum, 
Chicago, and the leading race 
tracks. He was known as the Hot 
Dog King. 

He is survived by his widow, a 
daughter and four sons. 





HELEN TIERNEY. 


Mrs. Helen T. Rucker, 29, known 
professionall; as Helen Tierney, 
found dead in bed, presumably 


from heart attack, April 3. She 
was formerly in vaudeville before 
working for City in Department of 
Hospitals. Survived by husband, 
from whom she is estranged, and 
mother. 





WILLIAM C. BERNOWER 
. William C. Bernowe, 62, theatre 
orchestra leader, died April 23 at 
his home in Akron following a lin- 


gering illness. For many years he 
was leader of the orchestra in the 
Colonial theatre pit in Akron and 
also had the orchestra in the sum- 
mer theatre at eyers Lake Park, 
Canton, several years ago. In re- 
cent years he had been house super- 
intendent at the Colonial eatre, 
Akron. 

A daughter, brother and a sister 
survive. Burial was made in Akron, 





MRS. CHARLOTTE LIVINGSTON 
Mrs. Charlotte Livingston, 35, 
screen writer, died April 2 by sui- 
cide. She was being treated at Har- 
bor Sanatorium for a _ fractured 
right arm and nervous disorders. 
Killed by leaping from window after 
asking in a letter that her body be 
given to Bellevue hospital. 





FREDERIC w.AUZENS 
Frederic Mauzens, writer, died in 
Hollywood April 25. His real name 
was Count Francis de Miollis a.nd 
he worked at Metro and other 
studios on the Coast. He had writ- 
ten 20 books. 





MRS. STELLA DILLON 

Mrs. Stella Dillon, 56, actress and 
wife of G. L. Dillon, publicity man, 
died in Los Angeles April 28. Sur- 
vived by husband and a son, Cliff 
Spirpser, assistant Paramount cam- 
eraman, and two daughters, Dorothy 
Dillon, former actress, and Lucille 
Glazer. 





JEAN KOCH 

Jean Koch, 57, long a_ leader 
among Minneapolis musicians, died 
last week. He was former principal 
viola player in the Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra under Emil 
Oberhoffer and in recent years di- 
rector of the Zion Commandery 
band and of the Franklin band. 





CLARA KNIGHT 

Clara Phillips, 33, known profes- 
sionally as Clara Knight, died in 
Polyclinic Hospital April 2. Miss 
Phillips was a vaudeville and night 
club dancer. She was removed to 
hospital last week after an attempt 
at suicide by poisoning, which was 
cause of death. 





was in the orchestras of various 
Minneapolis theatres, died in Dow- 
ney, Calif., April 24. 

He had formerly been musical di- 
rector for Klaw & Erlanger attrac- 
tions, Lillian Russell and Rock and 
Fulton. 





BARNEY THOMAS 
Barney Thomas, 46, musical direc- 
tor, died in St. Petersburg, Fla., 
April 1, after appendix operation. 
Survived by his widow and two 
children. 





GEORGE LEFFINGWELL 
George Leffingwell, 40, stage ac- 
tor for 25 years, died in Los An- 
geles April 27. For seven years he 
had his own stock company in Des 
Moines. Survived by his mother in 
Cleveland, O. 





FRANCIS M. LIVINGSTON 
Francis M. Livingston, 68, former 
dramatic critic, playwright and na- 
tive of New York, died at Santa 
Barbara May 1. His wife, Maria 
Burroughs, died in 1926. 





FRANK G. CAMPBELL 
Frank G. Campbell, 87, picture 
actor, died in Hollywood April 30. 
Had been on the stage for 50 years. 
His widow, a step-daughter, Mimi 
Alvarez, picture player, and a sis- 
ter, survive. 





CHARLES A. HILL 
Charles A. Hill, 65, stage car- 
penter, who worked for Dan Froh- 
man and Dillingham, died of heart 
attack in his room at Hotel St. 
James, May 6. 





CHARLES VANDERLIP 
Charles Vanderlip, promoter and 
manager of amusements and ex- 
hibitions in Winnipeg, Can., died in 
that city, April 4. 





OTTO J. OLSEN 
Otto J. Olsen, 44, cashier of for- 
mer Grand Opera House, Galveston, 
died April 28. 





HARRY L. BRAINARD 
Harry L. Brainard, musician of 
Santa Barbara, Cal., died there 
April 27. 





Mother, 76, of Manny King, 
vaudeville comedian, died May 3 in 
her Brooklyn, New York, home. 





Mother-in-law of Eddie Cantor 





FREDERICK B. GRANNISS 
Fredreick Burrage Granniss, 68, 
leader in Connecticut music circles 
for many years, died April 28 in 
Bridgeport. He was one of the or- 
ganizers of Bridgeport Symphony 
and Bridgeport Oratorio societies. 
Widow, Mary Granniss, is a singer. 





JOHN C. DEAGAN 

John C. Deagan, orchestra leader 
at Niblo’s Garden and Tony Pas- 
tor’s years ago, died at Hermosa 
Beach, Cal., May 2. Recently was 
director of the Catalina Island 
band. Survived by widow and a 
daughter. 





JOHN C. HOWARD 

John C. Howard, 81, a former as- 
sociate in the show business of Buf- 
falo Bill, died at his home in Cadiz, 
O., April 25, after a short illness. 
During his long career as a show- 
man he was identified with early 
wild west shows. Burial in Cadiz. 





ISAAC F. BALWIN 

Isaac F. Balwin, 70, for more than 
25 years stage manager for the 
various Charles H. Hoyt Shows and 
at one time in the company of 
Charles F. Forham, died April 30 
at the Rockingham hospital, Bel- 
lows Falls, Vt. 


PHILIP BRAHAM 
Philip Braham, 52, composer, diced 
of a heart attack in London May 2. 
He wrote music for the Charlot re- 
vues and other musical comedies. 
One of his compositions was ‘Lime- 
house Blues.’ 





JERRY HITCHCOCK 
Jerry Hitchcock, 43, captain of 
waiters at Casino de Paree, died of 
double pneumonia at his home in 
Beechhurst, L. IL, April 1. He was 
a member of the Friars and the 
Back Stage Club. 





CHARLES STARBUCK 

Charles Starbuck, 30, an assistant 
cameraman at Paramount for five 
years, was killed April 30 near Ox- 
nard, Cal. when his car crashed 
while he was enroute to see his wife 
at Santa Paula. 

FRANK PALMA 

Frank Palma, who until he suf- 

fered a stroke about two years ago 





died in New York, May 5. 





Mother, of June Meredith, radio 
actress, died in Chicago, May 3. 





I, MYSELF 


(Continued from page 52) 


success, however, are strictly lim- 
ited because of the theme. 

‘I, Myself’, concerns itself with a 
husband and father in a small New 
England city who is completely 
‘down on his luck’. He realizes that 
his wife and children are complain- 
ing of their pinched circumstances 
but can see no way out since both 
his legal practice (to which he is 
intensely devoted) and his insur- 
ance business on the side are at the 
lowest possible ebb. 

Overhearing a conversation be- 
tween his wife and another man, 
avowedly in love with her, William 
Trent decides to take his own life. 
When, however, another financial 
unfortunate comes to him with a 
hard-luck story about needing 
money to go to Reading, Pa., to the 
bedside of his dying wife, Trent de- 
cides on another plan. He has a 
$25,000 insurance policy and in order 
to make that good, for his wife's 
comfort, he makes a contract with 
Simpson (the down-and-out) by 
which the latter, for the sum of 
$140, is to kill him. 

Plan goes through, but the re- 
sults are not what Bill Trent had 
hoped for. In his efforts to prevent 
the death looking like a _ suicide, 
Trent has over-reached himself, and 
his wife is suspected of murder. 
Everything points to her guilt and 
the coils of justice begin to tighten 
about her neck. 

Trent, in ghostly form, is present 
to see his plans miscarry. He sees 
the trouble into which he has 
plunged his wife and also the near- 
tragedy confronting his daughter, 
who has compromised herself with a 
man who has no intention of marry- 
ing her, 

Spirit of the dead man gives 
phantom advice to those he loves, 
but it is finally the word of the ac- 
tual killer (who reads of the case 
in the paper, having fulfilled his 


wish to be present at his dying 
wife’s bedside) that saves Mrs. 
Trent, Daughter’s trouble is also 


settled, and finally Bill Trent is free 
to enjoy the immortality which he 
so desired—a lawyer's post before 
the Heavenly bar of justice. 

First act concerns the Trents’ 
financial troubles, Bill’s discovery 
of his wife’s affections for the other 
man, the pact with the down-and- 





outer, Bill’s death and, finally, the 
coming of a supernatural messenger 
in the person of Walter Baldwin, an 
old pal of Bill's, who committed sui- 
cide after finding himself a coward 
in the World War. Baldwin, clad 
in khaki, has found that the Here- 
after, for him, is to be one long suc- 
cession of wars—he is the coward 
who must die a thousand deaths 
and it is he who tells Bill what he 
may expect in the world to come. 


These two, in ghostly communion, 
are present on the stage during 
most of the last two acts. Act II 
shows Trent’s funeral, which he 
himself observes, and it is theatri- 
cally quite effective. 


In fact, the whole play, thanks 
perhaps more to direction and act- 
ing than to the writing, is tense 
and impressive. It has to be super- 
latively well done; otherwise laugh- 
ter would be bound to greet some 
of the tensest scenes which try to 
harness up realism and the super- 
natural. 


Future of plays like ‘I, Myself,’ is 
always hard to predict. This ane 
has several parallels to ‘The Return 
of Peter Grimm’ and suggestions of 
‘Outward Bound’ and ‘The Well Re- 
membered Voice’ of Barrie. Charles 
Trowbridge, save for one over-acted 
scene, is admirable as Bill Trent, 
and nice performances are turned in 
by Regina Wallace, as the wife, Dan 
O’Brien as Baldwin, Eleanor Wil- 
cox as the daughter of Harry M. 
Cooke as the down-and-outer. 


Tom Adrian Cracraft has designed 
a very adequate single set. 


‘I, Myself,’ deserves attention and 
regard for its sincerity, its splendid 
direction and its many theatrically 
effective scenes. Its eventual suc- 
cess is problematical. Waters, 


JIG SAW 


(Continued from page 52) 


when: ‘Races’ looked sour out of 
town it was discarded. Because of 
the organization’s obligations to 
subscribers ‘Jig Saw’ was rushed 
into rehearsal. It was originally 
slated for next season. 


Play was supposed to be some- 
what rowdy but it impressed as 
only mildly so, what with the man- 
ner of casting and performance. 
Scene is that of Claire Burnell’s 
penthouse atop an apartment build- 
ing in Central Park South. Claire, 
on her way to 40, and inclined to 
be giddy when young men are 
around, has been divorced for 15 
years. Del Marsh of Baltimore, 
who is married but doesn’t work 
much at it, has been Claire’s ad- 
mirer all that time. Of course, 
they scrap, but his main trouble 
about Claire—other than out-wait- 
ing other guys with whom she 
flirts, is the small amount of booze 
on hand when he comes to town— 
although he claims to send plenty 
to the place. 


Del arrives on the day that 
Claire’s daughter, Julie, returns 
from a French convent. Claire 


doesn’t welcome his visit but the 
girl, who knows him as ‘Uncle Del,’ 
is quite aware of their relations. 


What interests Julie, however, is 
the presence of Nate Gifford, a 
wastrel who knows his way about 
and whom she met in a Parisian 
cafe. At the moment Claire is en- 
amoured of Nate and there develops 
a contest over him between mother 
and daughter. Julie decides she’s 
in love and determinedly plans to 
marry him. Nate has no idea of 
entering the matrimonial state. He 
argues with the kid, telling her he 
doesn’t want to spoil her life. 

Julie rather calmly foils all con- 
tentions, declaring she will coach 
and inspire him into becoming a 
noted author; he has dabbled in 
magazine articles. With Julie 
triumphant, Claire turns to Del: 
she has been waiting to hear him 
say he loves her. That he finally 
does—‘if you want to believe that 
stuff.’ 

Balance of the play’s characters 
constitute a’ guzzling, lolling crew, 
addicted to booze, bridge and con- 
versation. Too much dialog, it 
seems. 

Ernest Truex as Del, and Spring 
Byington as Claire, are the featured 
players. Eliot Cabot is Nate, an ir- 
resolute chap who is ‘made’ by Ger- 
trude Flynn, who plays Julie with 
strength. Some of the cast is on 
the stage too much and that goes 
for Cora Witherspoon, who plays 
Letty. Charles Richman has an easy 
assignment but more work than 
Helen Westley, whose presence isn’t 
necessary at all. Looked just like a 
job, too, for Shepperd Strudwick. 

‘Jig Saw’ has dialog which at 
times is smar‘ly worded, but it did 
not impress as parring with the 
season's hit comedies. Ibee. 





Austin Bevans (Al Finkel) and 
his band moved into the Midnight 


Frolic, Omaha, with a _ 10-piece 
band and a complete new floor 
show, replacing the colored outfit 


of Tommie Douglas. 


HERK MAY GET 
BURLY CODE 
SPOT 


Washington, May 7. 
I, H. Herk, president of the Naa 
tional Burlesque Association (man« 
agers), representing the majority 
of burly operators of the country, 
arrived here today to confer with 





NRA officials on the industry's 
code. 
Understood one result of the 


meeting will be Herk’s appoint- 
ment as executive secretary and 
chairman of a hurlesque code aus« 
thority. Choice of Herk for the post 
by the managers and actors is said 
to have been okayed by the govern- 
ment. 

Actors’ group (BAA) will have 
membership: on the code authority, 





GAYETY, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 4. 


It was strange at this stock bur« 
lesque house to hear heavy applause 
outbursts greet other than the 
strippers. But this actually hap- 
pened a number of times at the 
matinee performance of ‘Peaches’ 
Browning and her ‘Peacherinos,* 
with Daddy's ex-frau as guest star, 
Apparently, even burlesque patrons 
can be made to relish something else 
besides the undraped form, and 
possess an appreciation for real en- 
tertainment. 

Of course the strip numbers still 
rated first in audjence approval, but 
perhaps the enthusiastic acceptance 
of the more refined displays holds 
out promise for burlesque. 

The opus provided by Harry 
Hirsch differs from what they were 
wont to have before at this stock 
burlesque house in the talent’s su- 
perior quality, more elaborate sce<- 
nery and costuming and some fresh- 
ness in material. Hirsch has shaped 
a show more along revue lines, ale 
though, of course, necessarily cone 
siderably less pretentious than the 
Broadway variety or some of the 
bigger vaudeville displays. While 
far from attaining a moral plane 
that would make it suitable Sunday 
school entertainment, the highere 
class talent and investiture at least 
drag the proceedings considerably 
above the former dregs. 

A personable adagio dancing coue 
ple brings real class into the show. 
Then there’s other capable princi« 
pals in Nona Martin, Grettyn Gest, 
Raymond King and Margie Bartell, 
who display real ability in their 
vocal ana terp efforts. The comedy 
end is, perhaps, the weakest, but 
Jack Fuller, a heavyweight who 
goes the limit in dialogue and busi- 
ness, and several other comedians 
manage to capture laughs, almost 
entirely by resort to dirt. 

Senorita Conchita is a dusky, vole 

uptuous Spanish dancer who wrig- 
gles and disrobes. A chorus of 18 
girls is not so long on looks, but 
dances fairly well. Posing and 
Oriental numbers are along conven- 
tional lines. 
As for ‘Peaches,’ nobody ever had 
it softer. Her sole appearance oc- 
curs at the tag end and is limited 
to a couple of minutes, the time 
consumed in singing two short 
songs. The impression that she cre- 
ates is that of a fairly good looking 
blonde without much personality or 
talent. Her plain blue gown lacked 
flash. For her contribution she ree 
ceived $500 and two round trip tick- 
ets from Chicago. 

But the size of the audience on & 
warm afternoon indicated that she 
was a draw and, after all, the cus<- 
ae probably came just for @& 
look. 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed. Post- 
paid. for 


One Dollar 
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Darrow Report 





(Continued from page 7) 


gressional warfare and demands for 
revision of both codes and recovery 
statute are expected to follow close- 


ly on revelation of Darrow’s opin- 


ions. ; 
Review Board Dissolving 

Dissolution of review board with- 
in few weeks was expected at the 
White House after Chairman Dar- 
row informed the President there 
is no reason why current hearings 
can't be wound up, supplemental 
report drafted, and members check 
out by end of the month. 

Resignation of John F.’ Sinclair, 
former professor and writer on po- 
litical and economic matters, was 
anticipated. Split in review outfit 
was admitted the middle of the 
week when Darrow revealed’ col- 
Jeague, who has refused to par- 
ticipate in hearings since mid- 
April, had stubbornly refused to 
sign. Separate communication re- 
ported to contain criticism of Dar- 
row procedure and report was sub- 
mitted along with majority opin- 
ion. , 

Scrap over procedure and _ poli- 
cies, reported in VARIETY several 
weeks ago, finally was taken to 


the White House last week when 


Darrow and Sinclair had secret dis- 
cussion with, the President. Enmity 
between members was so intense 
that the two reviewers made the 
trip to exécutive offices alone: and 
faced each other across Presiden- 


‘tial desk. 


Lone friend of NRA and indus- 
try, Sinclair had kicked vigorously 
against one-sided, high-handed and 
ill-advised tactics allegedly em- 
ployed by. -board in weighing 
charges against codes. Contended 
that board should engage expert 
technical advisors and make own 
inquiries; also that intensive ex- 
amination should be made of only 
one code rather than_ surface- 
scratching probe of several dozen. 

Report bristles with demands for 
drastic action to stamp out big 
business domination of code-prep- 
aration and code-administration. 


-Calls for dusting off. shelved anti- 


trust laws and stringent require- 
ments to prevent use of codes to 
achieve monopolistic objectives. 
Report Red Hot 
Although entire report is de- 
scribed as red hot, sharpest por- 
tions reputedly relate to film code 
and Rosy.: Specific changes are 
urged, particularly in c!auses set- 
ting up and defining scope of code 
authority, membership and power 
of clearance-and-zoning and griev- 
ance boards, banned and permitted 
trade practices and _ preferential 
treatment for. eircuit exhibs. Says 
modification is necessary to give 


small exhibs ‘a fair break and re- 
spect rights and investment: of 
indies. 


Rosy maintained appearance of 
nonchalance even after document 
went to White House, but is re- 
ported to be considerably agitated. 
Speculation centers about how he 
can defend himself and _ nullify 
charges. Attack on the NRA exec- 
utive resulted principally from his 
denunciation of board at first ses- 
sion and his complaint that none 
ot his files were requested. 

Reports. that Charles Edward 
Russell, formerly prominent Social- 
ist political aspirant and _ writer, 
had participated actively in shap- 
ing the report—which were indig- 
nantly denied some weeks back— 
were confirmed last week when 
Russell appeared openly as a Dar- 
row advisor. First report, in which 
Socialist doctrines were emphasized, 
was revised after mysterious White 
House conferences and confabs be- 
tween Darrow and Senator Nye of 
North Dakota, chief critic of Gen. 
Johnson and moving spirit in board 
formation. Darrow continues to 
deny he has consulted about every 
step with Nye, despite having been 
8€en at solon’s office. 

What Will Happen? 

Just what will happen is matter 
of Widespread conjecture.  Presi- 
dent to some extent disarmed and 
then equipped with forceful am- 
munition the recovery critics in 
Congress by deciding to reveal find- 
ings, Report is admittedly an Ad- 
Minisiration hot potato, which will 
do Gen. Johnson no good whether 
it is Lept secret or opened to day- 
light. Nye, meanwhile, is primed 
to sound off as soon as document 
18 published, and will loose orator- 
ical blasts if nothing is heard from 
Darrow recommendations. Senator 
Borah, crusader for anti-trust pol- 
icles, will join him in an assault. 

Revision of code unquestionably 
Will be opposed by Rosenblatt, if 
he sticks on the job, but Congres- 





sional and public pressure, it is ex- 
pected, may force either Cen. John- 
son or the President to demand a 
showdown on charges. Possibility 
of new investigation on grounds of 
complaint seems _ slight, though 
Rosy probably will demand more 
impartial consideration. 

Admission that board fold-up is 
coming caused speculation about 
possibility that NR“ is about to be 
scrapped or seriously revamped. 

Gen. Johnson's statement that 
a new propaganda campaign is 
necessary to revive waning public 
interest and change of former atti- 
tude combine to inspire reports or- 
zanization may be swallowed soon 
by either Trade Commission or 
Commerce Department. 

There is no question that John- 
son’s new willingness to comprom- 
ise, as well as abandonment of his 
belligerent stand, has come from 
conviction that old tactics no longer 
could bring results. Reluctance to 
ask Congress to extend unused 
licensing powers, .which expire 
June 16, is based on fear of what 
Senators and Representatives might 
do if legislative opportunity is 
offered. 


Code Endorsed 
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19, after which non-payers will be 
declared in default and subject to 
penalties: Most prompt to submit 
their checks are the small theatres, 
the payments to date coming from 
3,500 houses in all. 

Some questions in various parts 
of the theatre field are arising over 
the C. A. method of assessment. 
Adjustments will be made in some 
cases, it was stated by codists, who 
pointed out that differences at the 
most would not amount to more 
than a few dollars yearly. 

Any impression in the business 
that picture code costs are high 
draws C. A. fire these days. Some 
of the codists have found that it’s 
costing the trucking code authority 
$1,000,000 a year to operate its code 
and the hotels $800,000 as compared 
to the $360,000 of pictures, one of 
the largest industries. 

3efore the week is over the C, A. 
will start work on a job which is 
described as virtually entailing the 
remaking of Hollywood, codistically. 
A lengthy report of the work of 
S. R. Kent and John C. Flinn will 
furnish the working basis. 

As the set-up now exists Wash- 
ington is literally the Eagle rep- 
resentative of employees, and all 
squawks are pouring into it over 
the wires. Relieving the adminis- 
tration of this burden is one of the 
major points in the coast reforma- 
tion program. 


Before this work is over there is 
a strong likelihood, according to 
especially well informed _ codists, 


that Divisional Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt will have to return 
to Hollywood and spend th~ great- 
er part of three months there aid- 
ing in the disentanglement. 

Anent the coast is the five-year 
contract form, drafted by the 
Academy of M. P. Arts and Sci- 
ences, which expires next February. 

etween now and then the C. A. 
and the coast’s 5-5 committee must 
prepare a substitute. 





First-Balto Carney 
Baltimore, May 7. 

Glick Shows, now a Maryland cor- 
poration-owned outfit, first carney 
to blaze way this season through 
this territory. Opened here, and 
will linger a month on local scene, 
pitching in each of the four corners 
of the city. Will then trek north- 
ward into mid-Pennsylvania. 

Outfit on rails, utilizing 20 steel 
72-foot flatcars. No new gear or 
features this year, and show con- 
tinues carrying 10-people colored 
burlesk retinue as adjunct to the 
standard girly-girly exhibit. For 
local stands, a jitney ground admish 
is being exacted. Glick is using the 
‘under auspices’ gag; Fourth Ward 
Democratic club. 


CIRCUSES 


Week of May 5 
Al. G. Barnes 
Cal., May 7; Sacramento. 8; 
Woodland, Cal., 10; Oak- 


Stockton, 
Reno, Nev., 9; 
land, 11-13. 

Haggenbeck-Wallace 

Kokomo, Ind., May 7; St Louis 

Ringling- Barnum- Bailey 
Brooklyn, N. Y., 7-12. 


#-12. 





GUMPERTZ GROOMS GIRL 
TO REPLACE BEATTY 


Clyde Beatty and his wild animal 
act will not be with the Ringling 
show next season when it plays the 
Madison Square Garden. Differ - 
ences of opinion are said to have 
arisen between Sam Gumpertz and 
Peatty. 

Gumpertz has already approached 
Dorothy Herbert, horsewoman with 
the show, on trying her hand with 
tigers and lions next year. Inten- 
tion is to get a bunch of 45 cats 
for her as the big attraction for the 
1935 season. 

Beatty for the past several years 
has played his wild animal act at 
the Garden with the Ringling out- 
fit, rejoining the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace show ag this season. Latter 
circus als6} owned by Ringlings. 


CIRCUS CLOWN KILLED 
WHEN HE MISSES PAD 


Boston, May 7. 

Eugene De Koe, 37, died at City 
hospital Sunday after a mishap at 
Boston Garden Friday that frac- 
tured his spine at the neck. He 
was ‘Kaso,’ acrobatic clown, and 
featured in the ‘leap’ act of the 
Ringling circus. 

In his running dive from a spring- 
board, over a group of elephants, 
the clown ordinarily turned a triple 
somersault. At Friday show, in 
sight of 18,000, mostly kiddies, De 
Koe turned twice and on the third 
swing of his body. struck the Garden 
floor on his head. 

One of the first to his side was his 
wife, Irene, who has a part in the 
Living Pictures feature. of the 
circus. Last Tuesday they observed 
their 16th wedding -anniversary. 
Rushed to the hospital, De Koe was 
operated on by Dr. Donald Munroe, 
who saved the life of hockey’s ‘Ace’ 
Bailey by a delicate brain operation 
last winter. 

De Koe was in the business 25 
years as clown and had played to 
millions of children. He was with 
the big show for the past 17 years. 
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He was a native of Belgium, and 
his home address was given as at 
226 West 50th ‘street, New York 
city. ' 


BARNETT BROS. CIRCUS 
Alliance, O., May 2. 

Enlarged to almost double its 
former size, presenting its program 
in three instead of two rings, a 
small fortune invested in new acts, 
trucks and equipment, Barnett 
Bros. circus, now ranking with the 
best of the mud shows is rounding 
out the first month of its annual 
tour which started April 6, in York, 
a. 

Outfit this season would hardly 
be recognized as the show that has 
toured this country and Canada for 
the past ten years and despite rain 
and unseasonably cold weather the 
first three weeks on the road the 
trick is playing to excellent business 
through the eastern Ohio industrial 
centers. Show is headed west into 
Pennsylvania, probably as far as 
Altoona, Pa., then turns around and 
heads for more Ohio territory. R. 
W. Rogers, part owner and general 
manager, that the nut this season, 
on account of the enlarging will 
aggregate $1,300 daily as against 
$600 last season. There are 220 
people with the show, excluding 
the advance, which numbers more 
than a dozen, moving with nine 
trucks. 

Harry Carey, western film star 
joined two weeks age and domin- 
ates the concert. Unlike other film 
stars with circuses, Carey makes 
no pretense of being a circus per- 
former, but merely acts as m.ec. for 
his congress of wild west people 
who do fancy riding, roping and 
shooting. 

Big show program is being pre- 
sented beneath a full 100-foot top, 
With three 40’s, menagerie with few 
cages and bulls and horses is a 75 
with 3 30’s, while sideshow is 60 
with 3 20’s. All canvass was new 
last August. Outfit is moving on 
60 units, trucks semi trailers and 
private cars, exclusive of advance 
and including ten new trucks re- 
cently purchased. 

Better than 4,000 can be crowded 
into the big top seats, against 3,000 
last season. Blues are 12 high at 
each end, as compared to nine high 
last season, with star backs flank- 
ing one side and grand stand chairs 
on the opposite side. Entire outfit 
presents neat appearances and 
looks like railroad show on the lot. 
Sideshow is strong, with 110-foot 
banner line, and in charge of Leon 
Bennett, new to the management 
of the kid show. Parade is daily 
feuture, only half dozen cages and 





Beating RR. 


prorram runs smooth as in mid- 
season, now down to one hour and 
30 minutes, under direction of 
Tommy Burns. Excellent band, 
under direction veteran Ira Haynes. 
General admission 50c, chairs 50, 
star backs 25, concert 10 and 25, 
sideshow 15. General was 25 last 
season. 

Programs opens with the cus- 
tomary entry, with three gals atop 
elephants, all the bulls, mounted 
riders, ponies, dogs and entire per- 
forming personnel on foot. Show 
gets off to fast start with leaps, 
about 12 taking part but George 
Hudder, best of the lot who closes 
with double over three bulls. First 
Carey announcement now via DP. a. 
system new this year. Carey dashes 
around track with hat in hand and 
gets big ovation. 

All rings offer single bulls worked 
by Misses Rogers and Betty Leon- 
ard and Burns; Flo McIntosh does 
foot slide; double traps, Lakes, La 
Vines and Krebs, the latter in cen- 
ter. Ray.Howze puts eight liberty 
horses through smooth routine (new 
this season). Swinging ladders 
above all rings by Misses White, 
togers and McKee; Ed Raymond 
and clown band, gets lots of laughs 
and is .well done; 3 Rogers Sisters 
wire act assisted by Georgie Lakes, 
elegantly costumed, excellent rou- 
tine. Clowns again; burlesque box- 
ing bout; Second entry, Harry 
Carey, who presents entire com- 
pany of ten cowboys and cowgirls; 
Lavines high perch (center), clos- 
ing with Lakes doing single perch 
in each end ring; Clown walk- 
around; Johnny White's leaping 
greyhounds, comedy acrobat clowns 
in all rings with Verne Coriell do- 
ing table fall in center ring; Rogers 
Sisters, riding act, with Howard 
Bryant, handling the comedy, beau- 
tiful costumes; Iron jaw, Misses 
White, Lake and Lavine; Coriell 
Family, acrobats, one of best turns 
on program. Six of one family do- 
ing unusual tumbling and risley; 
Manage number, two horses, girl 
mounts, each three rings; Five 
herd bull act, very fast and out of 
the ordinary routine, capably han- 
dled by Miss Jean Fisher. and Eddie 
Allen; Bucking mule, by Johnny 
White and wife, followed by Verne 
Coriell, headslide, and closing with 
fair flying act offered by Flying 
esters, 

Executive Staff; R: W. Rogers, 
general manager; William Hamil- 
ton, business manager; Oscar Wy- 
ley, contracting and general agent; 
Vestal Pruitt, in charge of advance 
trucks; R. D. Thatcher, assistant 
agent; Howard Langs, contracting 
press agent; C. B, Ludwig, personal 
press representative ahead for 
Harry Carey; W. G. Crosby, press 
agent back for Harry Carey; G. 
Cc Meikle, treasurer; George Fein- 
stein, accountant; Joe Holland, gen- 
eral superintendent; Frank McKee, 
coss Ltroperty man; Robert Newell, 
superintendent of transportation; 
L. K. 3radon, .chief electrician. 
Alex (Deacon) McIntosh, master 
mechanic in charge of fleet; Ray 
Howze, charge ring stock; Tommy 
Burns, equestrian director; Eddie 
Allen, elephants; Dan Hanson, boss 
animal man and menagerie; Walter 

togers, charge front door and pur- 





chasing agent; H. W. Morris, 24- 
hour man; Ralph Cautin, steward 
and superintendent of reserves; 
Leon Bennett, sideshow manager 
and F. C. Walker, boss canvass- 
ruan, 

Ciowns—Arthur Belmont, Albert 


Powell, Johnny Judge, Raymond 
and Marcus, George T. Hudder, Mal 
gates, Iza La Bird, producing clown, 
Charles La Bird and Lavine, Jr. 

In the sideshow are Charley La 
3ird, magic and Punch, Archie 
Blue’s Caroline Minstrels, featuring 
Marion Blue and band, elephant 
skinned boy (William Stewart), 
Mamie Gilmore, snakes; Arizona 
Cordon troupe, knife throwers; Ha- 
waiian village, five girls; Untam- 
able Lion, worked by F. C. Walker; 
Cleo Bennett, mind reader. Charles 
La Bird is inside lecturer and Ches- 
ter Gregory and Charley McDonner 
are in charge of the ticket boxes. 


Circes’ Wow 1606, Hub 


Soston, May 7. 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum and 
Bailey circus closed its five-day 
stay at Boston Garden with smash 
b.o. at gross of over $160,000. 
Attendance practically capacity— 
jammed evenings. 


NEW A. C. PIER 
Atlantie City, May 7. 
Steeplechase Pier, destroyed by 
fire two years ago, will be rebuilt 
as a base for fishing, yachting and 


speed boats. The new structure 
will extend 712 feet out into the 
ocean and is expected to be ready 


by Decoration Day. 





two three wagons, lineup made up 
mostly of mounted riders. Big show 


Property is owned by the Riddle 
Estate, 


Two Mere Motor Outfits in Ohio 
Shews to Territory 


May 7. 
major ine 


Canton, O 
The mad seramble for 
dustrial centers of eastern Ohio, by 
un- 
least 


truck 


motorized circuses continues 
abated hereabouts, with at 
half a the 


shows trying to outwit one another 


dozen of major 
for choice territory. During the en- 
tire month of May the Buckeye 
state will be the mecca of a half 
dozen motorized shows which have 
made a bee line for this territory, 
due to the fact that industrial opere- 
ations are at the highest peak in ale 
most a decade. 

Newest entries into the opposi- 
tion circus fight are Sam Dill-Tom 
Mix show, Which has made a re- 
markable dash out of the west to 
get into the industrial centers, and 
Russell Bros., a show new to this 
territory but known in the west. 
Both come into the state next week 
to remain two weeks or longer. 

Late April saw the fight confined 


largely to the upper Ohio valley, 
where Barnett Bros. and Downie 
Bros. were battling for the pay 


towns, but Barnett out of the south 
in a hurry, picked up the choice 
spots fully ten days ahead of the 
Charles Sparks’ owned show, pre- 
ceeding it up the valley, a week 
ahead. Barnett was first in at 
Wheeling, W. Va., Washington, Pa., 
Steubenville and East Liverpool, O. 
Sparks plays Wheeling May 8, then 
Holidays Cove across the river from 
Steubenville, which was played by 
Barnett April 28. Barnett had East 
Liverpool to itself April 30, while 
Sparks continued east picking up 
his regular towns in the Pittsburgh 
district next week. East Liverpool 
was the parting of the ways for the 
two opposition fighting units, Bare 
nett turning west to make Canton 
ten days ahead of all opposition, 
with Alliance, Youngstown, Warren 
for the same week before invading 
western Pennsylvania. 

The Sam Dill show spent little 
time in Indiana and this week in- 
vades Ohio, stepping across it in 
a hurry to get into eastern Ohio 
spots. Canton has been contracted 
for Friday, May 11, with the. ad- 
vance watching the Barnett show 
movements daily and _ protecting 
their billing. 

Russell Bros., with R. M. Harvey 
in the advance, is picking up many 
Ohio towns, and is contracted at 
Massillon May 19, and Canton May 
21, only ten days behind the Dill 
show, but so far has remained out 


of the early month billing and 
newspaper fight. 
With so much motorized show 


activity, it is not likely that the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus will at- 
tempt to play eastern Ohio much 
before June, although in former 
years many of the stands were 
played early in May, to permit the 
show to get into the east ahead of 
the truck shows which generally 
concentrate on the industrial towns 
in this section until after June 1, 


Outdoor Code Set 


Washington, May 7. 

NRA code for park-pier-pool- 
beach industry is expected to be 
laid on Gen. Hugh Johnson's desk 
tomorrow (Tuesday) and go 
through without much more delay. 
Final touches were put on docu- 
ment last week and only delay now 
is wait for formal reports of ad- 
visors and boards, which were said 
Saturday (5) to be all set. 

Outdoor pact will get to Johnson 
as soon as operators have given 
okay. Circus code scrap over trade 
practices was pretty well ironed out 
last week, but few more discus- 
sions are necessary to get docu- 
ment in final form. 


OPERA IN TEXAS 


Galveston, May 7. 
Beach opened ith fireworks and 
bathing costume awards Sunday 
(6). No week-end excursions to 
coast resorts as yet announced by 
railways. Rate of fare and one- 
third round trip best offer. 








Harry Stone, manager of WSM, 





newly elected president of the Ad- 
vertising Club of Nashville. 
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Grand talking 
picturization of 
WARWICK DEEPING'S 
immortal love story! 





Tuesday, May 8, 1934 
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